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PREFACE,
Eighteen years have passed since the publication of
''Letters of a Man of God," and in the interval an
additional series has come into the Editor's hands,
which he feels it a duty to send forth for the help of
the few who hunger and thirst after the divine Sub
stance. It is believed that there is a service for
them beyond the limits of those to whom they were
addressed. It is not often in these days that one is
met with who can deliver a word received from the
indwelling Teacher. Such words may rightly be
treasured up for the instruction of generations yet to
come.
It is hoped that these letters may bring home to
many earnest souls a sense that there is something
in the purposes of the Ever-blessed respecting those
who would be truly His, very different from that
which passes for religion, or the work of God in the
spirit of man, in the present day�that the way of
life is another, and lies in another direction, than
that into which almost all the awakened are now
being led.
These letters were not written with any thought
that they would be printed : but they are deeply
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needed by the world, especially by the world of the
religious, who are almost universally seeking, and
resting in, that which, by the side of the enduring
substance, is seen to be little better than vanity, if
not worse, as keeping up delusion, and anording some
measure of false comfort and false peace, to end, if
not broken in upon, in eternal loss.
These faithful witnesses meet the special need of
this day, which is not so much a testimony against
irreligion or against avowed antagonism to all that
professes to be of God, as a testimony against that
which is, doubtless, the most efficient cause of this
abounding irreligion and antipathy to the Truth,
namely, the spurious religion prevalent under various
forms on all sides�a religion which, however beauti
ful it may appear to its professors, is, at its root, the
fabrication of man's heart and intelligence, and crea-
turely wisdom and zeal.
In the place of these deluding counterfeits, this book
sets before those who have a spiritual eye opened
within them, a religion in which the divine Author of
it is known by the revelation of Himself in the spirit,
and not merely read of, or spoken of, or thought of�
known not as a conception, but as an ever-present,
inspeaking Guide and Friend: a religion which is in
very deed the workmanship of God, and towards the
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generation and growth of which man can do nothing
more than yield himself up, as the Omnipotent Worker
draws him, in utter helplessness and chastened watch
fulness and patience, that the divine operations may
be carried on within. It is a religion not of dogmas
or propositions to be apprehended by the natural man,
or helped forward by his abilities ; or of notions, or
performances, or emotions, or aspirations, engendered
and fed by the convictions of the conscience, or the
earnest workings of the natural affections and mind:
but the growth of a divine seed, a life truly of God,
His immediate outflowing, bfought to the birth by His
Almighty Hand, and sustained by His power while
the creature is as the clay in the potter's hands. The
book is a testimony to the continuous work of an in
dwelling God as the only remedy for man's needs, and
the only " religion" of any value before the divine eye.
Such a testimony is precious. Dissertations upon
what may be gathered from the Scriptures and worked
up by the natural abilities of men who traffic in them
are one thing : but a word spoken under the immediate
movings and direction of the divine Spirit is quite
another. The former are abundant : the latter is rare.
Further, to the soul that is brought by the Spirit of
God to hunger after this blessed inheritance, these letters
offer such counsels, cautions, and encouragements,
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in the pursuit of it, as will not easily be found else
where, with reference to the dangers, perplexities,
deceits, and delusions, which in these days specially
beset the traveller's path.
As the spiritual condition of many of those ad
dressed was somewhat alike, there will be found a
similarity in the purport of many of the letters. But
there has been no inclination to withhold any on this
account. Reiteration of scarce and deeply-needed
truth has its value ; and the hungry soul in need of
guidance will not complain of this, but be thankful for
it. There are freshness and life in every letter, and
the various states of needy ones will be met by pre
cept upon precept, and line upon line.
The book may also hold out a lesson to some into
whose hands it may come, as showing something of
the oversight and service on behalf of the flock, to
which the Great Shepherd may call one whom He
qualifies and commissions : something also of the
character of the qualifications which are His handi
work�truly His, and not religious man's counterfeits
and substitutes : and as testifying that, in a day when
ministry in His name is falsely assumed on all sides,
and has become an ordinary profession, He still has
some through whom He Himself can speak.
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I.
THE PERFECT LOVE OF GOD.
THE PERFECT LOVE OF GOD is that gracious
state of heart and soul, in which the blessed God is
loved, easily and constantly, infinitely more than any
creature whatever, on earth or in heaven.
W.B.S.
2.
HEAVEN UPON EARTH.
To live entirely in HIS WILL, by an inward con
formity and union of spirit, is the only Heaven upon
earth.
W.B.S.
3-
PEACE AND REST.
Peace of Soul, Rest of Spirit, and Contentment of
Heart, are to be found in GOD ALONE.
W.B.S.
2 HE IS GOOD.�TRIALS.
4-
GOD IS LIGHT : GOD IS LOVE.
When the heart is entirely HIS, there is no limit to
the interior brightness and love, which it may find
in HIM.
W.B.S.
5-
HE IS GOOD : HE IS GREAT.
The more constantly HE is loved with all the heart,
mind, soul, and strength, the more HE shows, in an
interior and ineffable way, HIS beauty, sweetness,
WISDOM, AND POWER.
W.B.S.
6.
TRIALS.
Inward temptations and trials are profitable to the
faithful : they prepare for an increase of Divine love
and wisdom in the heart, and cause the streams there
from to run more deeply and quietly.
W.B.S.
BRIGHTNESS OF THE SPIRIT.�HAPPINESS. 3
7-
THE END OF THE MATTER.
The end of the matter is�All things are made by
HIM to work for His own glory, and also for the good
and glory of those that do truly love HIM.
W.B.S.
8.
BRIGHTNESS OF THE SPIRIT.
There is a brightness of the soul and body, and also
of the spirit. That of the soul and body is changeable,
being partly natural and partly spiritual : that of the
spirit shines in the innermost of man, and, being of
God, is immovable. It follows the death, by the cross,
of the creaturely will, when THE DIVINE WILL
becomes all in all, in body, soul, and spirit.
W.B.S.
9-
HAPPINESS.
Dear Soul,
You cannot be lastingly happy till you love the
ever-blessed God with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength, as easily as you breathe the vital air.
B 2
4 TREASURE.
Singing, praying, preaching, bible - readings and
" Sacraments," when they do not lead to this, generate
formality and half-heartedness, not to say hypocrisy ;
and bring the heart and soul no nearer to the enjoy
ment of God than does Heathenism, Mahomedanism,
or Popery.
A single eye, self-denial, and the Cross, with a ful
ness of the Spirit of Christ, is the only way to real
HAPPINESS.
W.B.S.
10.
TREASURE.
Dear Soul,
You may never forget that in the depths of your
nature there lies a faculty which renders you suscepti
ble of an infinite love. It is with the Eternal to
impart the divine substance � the life-giving Spirit
necessary to bring this forth. His sovereign will and
pleasure is to do so.
In seeking, lawfully, this unspeakable gift, you will
be mostly passive under the divine hand : though, to
win the prize, there will, in the very nature of things,
be an inward, constant, longing, Godward, with all the
heart and soul.
W.B.S.
SIMPLICITY. 5
II.
REGENERATION,
or the birth from above, takes place as the human will
is supplanted by the divine, and the heart and soul are
brought under subjection to, and into unison with, the
blessed Spirit of God.
As this work is perfected, God and man become
one : enmity and carnality cease : temptation and trial
lose their power for evil, and, in the divine hand,
work for good, causing the love of God to burn brighter
and brighter, and His peace in the heart to surpass
understanding.
This is absolutely the work of God : yet so of man
that, without his submission and longing, it will not be
accomplished.
Take this to heart.
W.B.S.
12.
SIMPLICITY.
The Ever-blessed is infinitely simple, as He is infi
nitely wise, good, and powerful. Knowing everything,
possessing everything, and able to do every possible
thing, there remains no place for cloudiness or du
plicity in Him.
6 CONFIDENCE GODWARD.�BRIGHT PROSPECTS.
As man becomes like Him, by giving Him his entire
love and reverence, so also will he resemble Him in
simplicity of nature and character.
True wisdom and goodness generate simplicity.
He who would receive these divine favours must, with
an eye to the Beloved, ask them of GOD alone, who
only can give true simplicity to the mind and heart,
and fill them with heavenly light and love. Amen.
W.B.S.
13-
CONFIDENCE GODWARD.
That confidence which is of rational, intelligent, re
ligious man only, is treacherous and vain : but loving
confidence, from the ever-blessed God, is of inestimable
value and heavenly beauty.
W.B.S.
14.
BRIGHT PROSPECTS.
Dear Soul,
There is an unutterable blessedness in Him, even in
this world, for those who, by faith and patience, with
humility of heart, pass through the strait places that
lead to it.
When the heart and mind are entirely His, all is
well and in Peace.
W.B.S.
7i5-
PERFECT PEACE.
In the long run, you will find that true and lasting
Peace results from harmony between the divine and
human Will : as long as there is anything within, which
rises against the Divine Will, there will be intervals of
darkness and uncertainty.
The true basis of this harmony is perfect love : it
cannot exist in anything less than this, and will not live
in anything greater. Man is so constituted, that to be
happy, he requires something to depend upon and rest
in on all occasions, and in every extremity. The
Blessed God is the only Being adequate to this position :
indeed it is the place He claims for Himself. But He
will�it might be said, can�occupy it under no con
ditions less than the entire love of the heart. This
love is a fruit of the Spirit, and His Gift. It is
not withheld from those who seek Him and it with all
their heart, mind, soul, and strength. He is not, how
ever, to be bought, even with this ; but He never gives
Himself entirely where this hunger does not exist.
When you become small enough to pass through this
sieve, you will certainly slip into perfect Peace.�
Amen.
8i6.
BRAITHWAITE'S MEMOIRS OF J. J. GURNEY.
A few lines, in testimony, from the Spirit of Truth,
against the Man of Sin, written in a copy of "Braith-
waite's Memoirs of Gurney."
Gurney was no real Quaker, but simply a Methodist,
full of words, with a few Quaker peculiarities.
He was just such a professor, and possessor, as
George Fox and the first Quakers would have,
rightly, esteemed a blind guide�a wolf in sheep's
clothing : that is, tearing in pieces, and opposing,
divine truths which he could not understand.
Many such collections of vain talk, as is this book,
there are, which have been, and are being, sent into the
world as exemplifications of divine Truth : but alas,
alas, to the opened eye, they are lying, though mys
terious, vanities ; wondrous manifestations of the
fictitious beauty which Babylon's goodly things have
attained in these latter days.
Blessed be God, however, that Christ the elect,
the wisdom of God, and the power of God, in His
people, can clearly discern the Whore and false
Prophet through all this godly guise ; can feel the
deceitful spirit of the Man of Sin, though disguised as
an angel of light, working out his lying wonders : and
so they are saved from drinking of the wine of her
golden cup, and preserved from the use of his wood
and hay and stubble, in that building which will be
tried by fire.
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Blessed be the Lord, who alone doeth great marvels,
who alone detecteth lying vanities, who alone is the
Saviour of His people.
i7-
"THE CHRISTIAN."
4. 1. 77.
Those "Christians" have been looked over. Things
are not mending, but growing worse. To meet these
things, half-heartedness and trimming will not serve.
If has read "the Christian" up to this time, even
he must begin to doubt of his course in supporting such
man-got-up things.
What a great deep are the judgments of the ever-
blessed and adorable God. and have
both within this last dozen years had an opportunity
of coming out of Babel ; but mistaking the comfort
able feeling attendant upon giving a five or ten pound
note, and otherwise supporting the religion of the day,
for the approval of the divine Spirit and the true com
fort of God, they have failed to take up that cross
upon which the old Adam dies, and remain muddlers
in, and hinderers of, the things pertaining to the
Kingdom of God. Let us be thankful that the Master
can raise up those who are mean and contemptible in
this world's account, and can clothe them with His
own Spirit and power, which are infinitely preferable
IO " CUMBER."
to Hebrew or Greek, or polish, or talent, or appear
ance, or everything that men hold as desirable and
good.
His adorable will be done.
W.B.S.
18.
"CUMBER."
8. i. 77.
; ; ; cumber : cumber: cumber:
mind that the verdict does not go against you, as a
thief and a robber.
It is known that you are scrupulously exact and just
in your relationships to all around : kind and loving to
; kind and loving to ; thoughtful towards
the poor, and considerate always. How then a thief
and robber?
It is simple enough, dear child. These duties, to
a well-balanced mind and happy constitution, are as
natural as to live ; and can be put on with pleasure,
like a well-fitting pair of gloves, an easy pair of
boots, an elegant dress, or a neat bonnet : while the
vast domain within the heart, belonging to the King
of spirits, is like the garden of the sluggard, covered
all over with weeds, which give a dwelling-place to
noxious creatures, to say nothing of wicked spirits
and a band of robbers.
You say�Would you lay to my charge that which
is not directly my doing? I am not these noxious
" CUMBER." 1 1
creatures, or wicked spirits, or lawless robbers. No,
my child; you are not, literally speaking, either
one or the other : but, inasmuch as, by carelessness,
or negligence, or wilfulness, you put off the assist
ance offered by the Landlord-in-chief, you are virtually,
if not really, guilty of the lawlessness, wickedness,
and robbery, which are perpetrated on the immense
prairies and mountains of this hidden domain.
It is the blessed God that works in the children of
light all that is pleasing in His own sight : but they,
joining with Him in will, and with a sincere con
currence of heart, are credited with, and rewarded
for, all the good performed, as if they did it them
selves. So, on the other hand, when, in will, anyone
joins to interior carelessness, lawlessness, and wicked
ness, though other powers conspire in the transaction,
the evil goes to his or her account.
This might in measure be reasoned away, and espe
cially so under the present extenuating circumstances :
nevertheless, the substantial verity remains.
You may best judge whether the heaving of the
great deep within is Godward�whether He is first and
last the object of your entire and perfect love.
Till this is the case, be sure that you are, more or
less, a thief and a robber.
W.B.S.
I 2
19.
THE DIVINE LOVE AND WRATH.
22. 1. 77.
Dear ,
* * # The writer of the enclosed letter, not
having the Spirit of Christ, has wrapped himself up
pretty thickly in clothing figured with His words : it
does not, however, hide his nakedness from the opened
eye. He is a true
" Brother," choke-full of self-willed
"faith."
# # * "How can they preach, except they
be sent ? " He that is not sent of God may talk from
the Scriptures and his own imagination, but will not
beget to God, nor generate that faith which is of God ;
and therefore is not to be followed or encouraged by a
true sheep of Christ's flock.
Don't enter into any speculations about the " wrath "
of God : they appear to be something at first, but
always end in smoke. Nothing is gained in the hearts
of men by anything in this line. There is nothing in
the Scriptures or experience to prove that wrapping
this up in maudlin or sentimental talk will at all melt
the heart, or move the stubborn will.
Let each one speak of the Love as he has liberty
and power : but let him also hold in profound
reverence the divine wrath, which, as it is in God, is
as excellent as is His love. False faith and love are
always ready to mend the character of the blessed
God� to make it more lovely and beautiful. This
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fleshly licking over of the Infinite is as dangerous as
whoredom, lies, and robbery. May He be blessed
for ever.
W.B.S.
20.
DIVINE LOVE.
3i. i. 77-
The Love of God is a supernatural grace shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit: so, when
you come into difficulties and straits, you must look
for grace, and favor, and deliverance from above.
A heavenly touch from the divine hand will give
life to something divine in your heart. Natural love
for the creature is common and cheap : divine love
for the Creator is scarce and precious.
W.B.S.
21.
"GOSPEL HALL" PREACHING.
15. 2. 77.
Neighbour ,
Last night when you were beating up for people
to fill the " Gospel-Hall," and just at the very moment
when you were at the door of the above [address,]
1 4 "GOSPEL HALL" PREACHING
the following sentence was being written on the
margin of a book:� "The true joy of a child of God
"arises from the unction of the Holy One : it is a
"peace which passeth understanding, and works in
dependently of the will of the creature. That joy
"which is the result of a self-willed appropriation of
"the 'Sacrifice of Jesus,' is of man, not of God.
' ' Thousands thus rejoice, who are not led by the
"Spirit, nor are they under His immediate influence,
"but simply rejoice under the power of the natural
"working of their own hearts."
This seems exactly to fit your case ; therefore it
is sent : though now that you are in full swing, and
carrying on " the Lord's work," as you call it, it is
not expected that anything short of a miracle will
arrest you in your career.
At any rate, you are now being faithfully warned,
in the fear of God, of the delusion by which you have
been carried away. You are under the power of, and
are preaching to others, a faith which is of the flesh,
and not of God : and though it be a mystery to you,
it is as clear as the glory of God in heaven, to the
spiritual man, that you know Christ after the flesh
only, and are spiritually dead. You know, and are
preaching, Christ, without the Holy Ghost, and in
ignorance of His searching flame : so remain your
selves, and are making others, by your religious talk,
to become, carnal, first-birth, and inwardly filthy
" Christians." You chatter vigorously enough in your
"gospel" talk, but groan in your "prayers" as
filthy sinners, and such you really are�yea, and de
fend sin and unrighteousness to the very death, setting
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up with might and main that which Christ came to
destroy : and this ye do under the cover of His
"finished work." * * *
W.B.S.
22.
BOUDON AND POPISH BOOKS.
25. 2. 77.
The marks that you made in that work of Boudon's
["The Hidden Life of Jesus " ?] were seen, and there
was a sense of what you appreciated therein. The
Papists may get up such books as these, and put them
forth as true exponents of the divine life, and yet, to the
opened eye, they are only perpetuating the nakedness
and carnality of their holiest things. That Boudon and
others had had a drawing towards divine love is clear,
by which drawing they were led to gather up many
excellent sentiments from different writers on the same
and kindred subjects : yet their own standing in the
Truth cannot but be felt, when their carnal drivel
about the Virgin, the Mass, and the Saints is read, and
compared with the better things which they have
set forth. There is ground for hope to mankind in
this, that they who drink the wine of the Whore's Cup
cannot effectually hide their besotted weakness from
the Spirit of Truth in the children of the Father.
" God alone," as set forth by Boudon, is a noble senti
ment, worthy of the highest intelligence, and which
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may be wrought up by genius and religious feeling into
moral forms of surpassing beauty and grandeur :
nevertheless the highest kind of eloquence, borne forth
by the most chaste and forcible passion, becomes vapid
and irksome to one who has known a veritable and
abiding touch, in the inner man, of the omnipotent
finger of Love.
When the Love of God is thus known, angel or
spirit, and every other creature, would be freely given
up to all eternity, if necessary to being perfectly
united with Him.
All that man can do of himself in this matter, how
ever good his intentions, or profound his train of
thought and feeling, is only shadow, compared with
the substantial verity imparted in the operation and
gift of the divine Spirit, and made known in perfect
union with the ever-blessed God.
It is the springing up, in the heart and spirit, of the
light and life that are in and from Him, that gives
a perpetual jubilee to the ages, and makes eternity
a sweet and glorious Day.
W.B.S.
23-
14- 3- 77-
Dear ,
For the last few days there has been a remembrance
of you on the mind.
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Sink down, dear soul, out of everything into God.
Let all past wrong, all present trouble, all forebodings
of the future, only press you out of self into God.
The more the troubles, the straits, and the heart-
sinkings that beset your path, would weigh you down
almost to despair, so much the more abase yourself
below them all in the presence of God.
Become, by the divine Spirit, God-ward, a self-
denying, loving fool ; and your infirmities both of
body and mind will vanish�if not altogether, yet into
a trouble little more burdensome than the air.
Self-cleverness and human help shut out the sweet
ness of God. In the anguish of utterly forsaking all
but Him, He will appear. How excellent His appear
ing, no words can explain.
W.B.S.
24-
RELIGIOUS DOINGS.
18. 3. 77.
* * * The drift of your last is clearly seen,
and there is sympathy felt with the desire of your
heart. You put the thing, however, upon a wrong
issue, when you look for divine favour or help, while
continuing in a wrong course of action.
Let go your dependence upon religious doings which
have their bottom in flesh and religious intelligence :
then there will be no hindrance to "prayer" having
its root in, and life from, the will of the blessed God.
C
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Sink, by divine power, into "Thy will be done" in
everything, though, in doing so, you suffer the agony
of the dying thief : then your desires may be accom
plished without detriment either to the divine honour or
the salvation of your soul.
W.B.S.
Self-will and self-righteousness hinder divine favour,
and the moving of mountains in these days.
25-
FALSE PROPHETS.
3i- 3- 77-
False or
'
letter-made prophets are of themselves
" wolves"�ravening wolves�however they may talk
of Christ and apostolic doctrine.
In spirit, that which is not immediately of God will
always bite and tear that which is.
That which is of man, as to its life, is always at
enmity against that which is of God.
The Lambs of God will turn away from a false
prophet, though, perchance, he may appear to be
more scriptural, clever, and orthodox than they.
They, however, when cool and watchful, have an
unction of the holy One, and, under God, in humility
and lowliness of heart, know all things necessary, and
discern lying spirits.
W.B.S.
19
26.
TO THE SAME.
3- 4- 77-
There is only one remedy left. Wait patiently for
Him with humiliation and self-abhorrence. You may
judge yourself "perforce" before God, but the right
state of heart lies wrapped up in His sovereign will.
If there should be a little opening of light now and
then, be thankful ; but so much the more humble : and
keep your mouth, as to "preaching the gospel" or
self-justification, close sealed.
What you have written alters nothing : not a jot is
gained by one-sided, fair-faced, statements. There is
a spirit that would rather rule than serve : this, in your
case, would more than balance against your self-
denying actions. Doubtless, your statements appear
true to you, and are, in a sense, true in themselves :
but they do not cover the whole case, nor prove
anything to be a whit better before the blessed God.
There is that underneath and about these pleadings
which you cannot look steadily in the face, in the light
of God�which you dare not admit to yourself, or
speak of to another ; but which stands open and naked
before the Eternal God, and not altogether hidden
from W.B.S.
Even when you wrote about the "scales falling
off," the snout of the wolf, to say nothing of his teeth,
came right to the front before you had done.
As long as you are able to write in this justifying
and aggressive strain, the reprobate spirit will hold
C2
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possession of your soul, and confirm the truth of that
saying of the Ranter, who, you say, is dead.
You won't be able to slip into true peace and power
by an evolution of your own will. This game, even
with the false peace and power, is over for the
present : the day of self-robing and self-cleansing has
gone by.
There is only one thing left. Wait patiently for
Him, if it be for seven or ten years. Patient suffering,
with a little true comfort now and then, is better than
self-justification, self-will, and self-comfort, with a
fiery reckoning to come.
W.B.S.
27-
THE WAY TO KNOWLEDGE.
17. 4. 77.
Christ is the Truth : as He is brought forth in us, all
the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven are opened
and known : that is, all that corresponds to the sove
reign pleasure of Him who giveth to every man as
He will.
If you would know these things, you must sink down
out of books, and self-will, and your own good wishes
and intentions, into the present will of God, made
known livingly to your heart by His Spirit. All short
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of this, all beyond this, is only lost time and vanity,
though it may appear for a time beautiful as an angel.
To darn a pair of stockings, or knit a pair of new ones,
in the will of God, is better than the knowledge of all
mysteries, out of it.
Every good thing is wrapped up in the Love of God
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost, and
keeping in it, and in meekness and fear watching
towards it. All heavenly wisdom is wrapped in Love
�not the self-willed, passionate love of the flesh, but
the patient, long-suffering, constant love of the Spirit.
W.B.S.
28.
CHRIST BROUGHT FORTH.
18. 4. 77.
* * * If you write at all, let it be that which
is given from above. In Christ are all good things.
He is brought forth in anguish and weakness, when
the creature has no strength.
To abide in the measure of Him brought forth, with
meekness and watchfulness, is the very best thing
possible while in the body. He�with only the acqui
escence of the creature�is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life.
Farewell.
22
2g.
A TOUCHSTONE.
i. 7. 77.
It has been before the mind here, for a day or two,
to send you a verse of poetry hid in the memory for
many, many years ; which may serve you and ,
as a kind of touchstone, with which to prove the
quality of your " Christianity."
If, upon a fair application, it shows your possessions
in this line, though fair and somewhat pleasant-looking
to a casual observer, to be spurious, there is one thing
that you may do, that is, take it to heart, and, at least,
walk before Him, who alone can lastingly and radically
improve matters, with some degree of solidity and
thoughtfulness of mind.
One condition must be observed in using this touch
stone, or rather, in drawing conclusions from its
application ; that is, that that which constitutes its
crucial point is an abiding, spontaneous outcome from
the spirit, heart, and soul : not a got-up or a made-up
thing for the occasion.
W.B.S.
" Holy One, who Thee receive,
Who in Thee begin to live,
Day and night they cry to Thee,
As Thou art, so let us be."
23
30.
AMITY WITH GOD.
7- 7- 77-
While breaking fast this morning, you occupied the
mind. Here is the outcome of the matter, simplified
for your consideration and solution. Is it possible
to suppose anything more advantageous and blessed
than to be on terms of reconciliation and amity
with Him, who is the absolute Master and Sovereign
of the Universe ; and whose providence takes in the
injury of a hair, and the falling of a sparrow�who
sees all things to come as though present or past, and
whose love opens the springs of a joy and peace in the
heart and spirit of man, the excellency of which cannot
be reached by thought or words ?
Dear soul, don't pass this overwithout a satisfactory
solution to yourself. Always remember that true joy,
everlasting comfort, and eternal rest, lie hid in God
alone ; and that, as you become one with Him in love
and holy fear, you will partake of this treasure.
Without this, everything will remain knotty and
unsatisfactory to the end : with it will be given every
other good and necessary thing.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
p.S.�Men and women without God are poor
creatures.
24
3i-
WILKINSON'S "SAINT'S TRAVEL."
i3- 7- 77-
Dear ,
Herewith goes a copy of Wilkinson's
" Saint's
Travel to the Land of Canaan " : it was brought to my
mind to send it to you a short time ago, believing
it probable that you might be led to let some person in
your neighbourhood see it, who might be moved to
scatter a few abroad, as a work of love to the blessed
Truth.
Never was that measure of Truth which it contains
more necessary than at this day ; and few books get
nearer to the bone, in laying bare a faith which is
of the flesh only : and few there be that also set forth
truth more clearly and pleasantly� that is, in its
measure.
It has been faithfully reprinted, and is well done in
the stopping and correcting department; so that it
may be read with ease, which is more than can be
said of the old editions in some places. At the same
time, there has been a most tender regard to the
Author's sense and words throughout, where spiritual
verities are concerned.
It was done for love, not for lucre.
W.B.S.
25
32.
"REVELATIONS."
20. 7. 77.
The leading agent in these " revelations
" is the will
of the creature : although, therefore, here and there,
there may be true sentiments, gathered from various
sources, and set forth in fascinating array, yet, as
a whole, carrying embodied in them the self-will of
the writer, they are dangerous and pernicious.
Spiritual fornication is committedwhere the imagina
tion leads the will, and brings forth in the heart
and mind imagery of a supernatural work therein;
when, in truth, it is only the mind working with
acquired natural notions. This is the deepest ground
to be found in the writings of Jane Lead, Dr. Pordage,
and others of the ' � Philadelphian
" school, taken as
a whole.
The Prince of Darkness aims at two ways of deluding
those who come under an exercise of mind Godward.
The first is, to cause them to fall short of death to
self-will, with Christ on the Cross, and so not to
realize the new creation in Christ: the second is,
to drive them to overrun the leading of the Spirit
and providence of the blessed God, which tends con
tinually in the direction of this death to self-will, and
thus to bring forth a false, high-flying, though really
corrupt birth. Jane Lead fell into this last snare, and
her writings remain as an evidence thereof to the
opened eye and meek and lowly mind.
26 DYING TO RELIGIOUS DOINGS.
About the " root evil being reached only by the hand
of Omnipotence
"
�all evil whatever vanishes at His
appearing : and though time may appear long before
His light and love attain to the constancy of perfect
day, yet, when that is the case, no cause of pain
or stumbling will remain. Avoid one thing which
pervades, more or less, all "good books," and es
pecially papistical ones ; that is, making images of
good, and then seeking to obtain what has been set
up. The way into God is, not to meddle, but only
to keep the eye single towards Him, being watchful
and humble in His presence continually. To make
all new is His work, and is not to be meddled with
by man. To be good in own will is evil : to be good
in His will is very good.
Farewell.
Let all the living bless Him.
W.B.S.
33-
DYING TO RELIGIOUS DOINGS.
25. 7- 77-
There is a moving of bowels towards you both.
There is one way out of all trouble for both of you.
Give up all your religious doings whatever, and
every time that you think of God, or Christ, or
Heaven, or Hell, breathe�Thy will be done.
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The blessed One is sick of your religion. He wants
you� the whole heart.
You understand: nothing in a religious way, but
Thy will be done, for the next six weeks�say
three, as you are only weak in faith, though six
would be better, and six months better still.
W.B.S.
Now if you rebel against this, W.B.S. is entirely
clear of your blood.
If you believe, you will see a new life.
34-
TO ONE IN AFFLICTION.
30. 7. 77.
Dear Soul,
Be patient : don't make haste : say Thy will be
done. Keep saying it. After a while, you will
find that all is for the best.
W.B.S.
35-
SIMPLICITY OF LOVE.
25- 9- 77-
Dear ,
As much as lies in you, draw your mind towards
simplicity� the simplicity of perfect love. All diffi
culties vanish as love becomes all in all. There
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is little fear of your neglecting anything of impor
tance in regard to your neighbour or any other
creature, when your spirit and soul are made one
with God in love. To do His will will then be your
meat and drink, and the performance thereof as easy
as breathing the vital air.
You may have inward fiery trials now and then:
these are to give solidity and purity to your love,
which otherwise might degenerate into too much
self-confidence and complacency. For the present,
entire love and a holy fear must be your portion.
W.B.S.
36.
DIVINE GUIDANCE.
16. 10. 77.
Dear ,
The question is�Are you where you are [in a
house with ' ' Atheists "] in your own will ? If so,
this may be to send you back again. But you must
not judge yourself to be so simply because you are
"cast down in spirit," or are passing through "inward
struggles." If you have had any comfortable glimpses
of your Beloved's face since you arrived, wait till
He again shines out a little : then all your troubles
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will vanish as the morning dew, and if called to
remove, you will do so with a sense of His approval.
A child of God may not move in or under a more
than ordinary pressure of temptation ; but in such
cases ought to wait till there is some evidence of
the divine will.
Even if you were convinced that you are where
you are in your own will, this would not justify you
in returning in the same.
Any way, in trouble sink down before Him in
spirit : extenuate nothing, and all will be well.
Make no difficulty about the ' ' Atheists." If you
are called to bear a burden on their account, bear
it ; and He who laid it on you will give you deliver
ance from it, and, perhaps, a word therewith which
will pierce their hearts.
When Christ was scourged at the pillar, He doubt
less felt inwardly and outwardly unutterable things ;
but His heart responded to every blow�The cup
which my Father hath given me to drink, shall I
not drink it? He left an example, that we should
walk in His steps.
W.B.S.
To bless and praise God in weakness and during
a dark and windy day, is the privilege of every child
of God. The divine geniture always leads to this.
Amen.
3�
37-
FORMS AND CEREMONIES.
20. 10. 77.
* * On what you have written [as to forms
and ceremonies, water-baptism and bread and wine],
it may be said, he that eateth the bread and drinketh
the wine of God neither hungereth nor thirsteth for
any other spiritual food. Indeed, to put it in a few
words, what can be added to the light and glory of the
indwelling God?
Where the divine Comforter and Advocate has really
appeared, there is a spiritual disrelish for all forms and
ceremonies whatever.
It is vain to talk of shadows to him in whom the
Substance is more real than his own soul, his heart
and spirit being really subjected to God. Words or
arguments are of little avail in these matters, for no
man can receive them, until it be given him from
above. When they come from heaven, and have been
brought forth in the hidden man of the heart by the
Holy Ghost, they are self-evident, as the sun at mid
day, when there are no clouds.
The Apostles were men more or less under the in
fluence of their Jewish education and prejudices, and
it is very clear from the Scriptures that they were
very hardly shaken loose from customs common to the
Mosaic dispensation, which, they knew, was of God.
This kept them in their early career from that entire
deliverance out of forms and ceremonies, which,
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doubtless, in the latter part of their lives, they had,
by divine favour, a clearer apprehension of.
The full glory of the dispensation of the Spirit has,
doubtless, yet to break forth upon the earth.
There was a greater and later Feast than Pentecost,
in that divine ritual which was a representation of
good things to come. The beams of these latter days
of spiritual glory are seen, as with a prophetic eye,
by those only whose hearts have been redeemed out
of the earth, and who are circumcised by the divine
Spirit to an entire love of God alone.
Doubtless, a quiet testimony was what was required.
It was before the mind to say as much in the last note
[No. 36], but it may have been omitted. When led to
feel a great nearness, there should be correspondent
watchfulness ; as the divine Spirit makes this inward
quiet shine through all, and pierce the hearts of the
frothy and vain.
A celestial beauty passes through the flesh, when all
within is quiet in His Presence.
Dear one, learn to float like a cork upon the ocean
of the divine will, without fear, without doubt, and
with an entire love. You may return home in Peace.
W.B.S.
A QUIET TESTIMONY.
24. 10. 77.
W.B.S.
32
39-
SCEPTICAL PERVERSIONS OF SCRIPTURE.
31. 10. 77.
Dear ,
Your letter to Capt. finished with these
words:�"I believe you will come to the conclusion
that I at least can give Reason for what I believe."
There is little in your letter which justifies this state
ment. You have given reasons in it for unbelief, or
for not believing the divine authority of the Bible, but
there does not appear to be a sentence in the whole
letter, which gives an indication of what you do believe.
This is an important difference : because doubts, simply,
of the mind may exist with a commendable state of
heart : whereas, where there is a corrupt or depraved
state of heart, such difficulties as you have stated in
yours may be only an excuse for hiding the real bias
of the will. If you have made up your mind that you
will not believe, for reasons hidden in your heart,
little good will follow any attempt to throw light on
the difficult subjects, which you have named in yours.
But if you can say, with a good conscience before
the Eternal God, that you desire above all things to
please Him, your difficulties will vanish before long
into thin air.
The first position which you assume is that John
3. 16. flatly contradicts John 6. 44. The contradiction
which you speak of here, however, arises from your
want of knowledge, not from any real disagreement in
the nature of the things stated in the texts.
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That no man can come to a true and. saving know
ledge of Christ, without the help of the Spirit of God,
is a solid Gospel truth. Nevertheless, it is equally
true, according to the Scriptures, that men may, and
do, resist the Spirit of God: a due consideration of
these facts removes the apparent contradiction. True
it is that you append Rom. 9. 18. to establish it, but
in this you betray a very treasonable mode of pro
cedure, as anything may be seemingly proved by
thus taking a passage of Scripture from its natural
surroundings, and placing it in a false connection.
Had you read on from the 18th to the 22nd verse,
you would have found it clearly implied, that the
blessed God does not harden, or suffer to be hardened,
anyone, before He has "Endured with much long-
suffering" his wicked and wilful perversity. You
continue, however, thus to reason falsely from the
case of Pharaoh, and sum up the whole by saying
that he "was raised up for the purpose of sinning;
for the purpose of disobeying God." So you say:
but the Scriptures say nothing of the kind. The
substance of what they do say is, simply that Pharaoh
was raised up to a high position, in the providence
of God, that he might, in a public or historical way,
be made to show forth the justice, or wrath, and
power, of God, exercised upon those whose wilful
ness and wickedness He had borne " with much
LONGSUFFERING."
It remains for the Prince of Darkness to put it into
the hearts of his followers, or dupes, to assert, or
pretend to believe, that the Bible means, that the
blessed God made these men wicked, or that He
D
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punished them for a wickedness which He had raised
up in them.
In the latter part of your letter, you give some
texts of Scripture on Election; amongst which there
is Rom. 8. 30. Here it may be said, that taking
isolated texts of Scripture is not the way to deal
with difficult subjects, on which even good men maj^
not all see with equal clearness. Even in this quota
tion the preceding verse throws light on the subject
written on by the Apostle.
To form a right judgment of the Bible, the drift
of the whole Scriptures must be taken ; and when
thus taken, with a humble mind, it will be found,
that no other book in the world will bear comparison
with it, on the assumption that it contains a revela
tion, through spiritual men, from God.
This is the conclusion come to by the most thought
ful and best men that the world has ever seen; and
will doubtless remain so, until time shall be no more.
W.B.S.
40.
TRUE WISDOM AND FOLLY.
8. 11. 77.
Dear ,
These last few days there has been a bubbling up
of loving remembrance in your favour. Do, dear
soul, pause, and, by the grace of God, say, I am
determined to be a fool no longer.
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All are fools where the divine love is not in the
ascendant�where a loving remembrance of God is
not the perpetual atmosphere of the spirit, and the
longing desire of the soul. This love, when genuine,
rises not from reason or intellect, nor from admira
tion of His works, or awful apprehension of His
grandeur ; but it is His own nature and gift, and
burns most brightly, when altogether free from
thoughts of rewards or punishments, or any obliga
tions whatever.
Ah, dear soul, your excellent, learned, polished,
and " pious
"
people are mostly egregious fools :
they have got hold of a counterfeit love, and hold
it, by the malice of the devil, like grim death.
It is time that you dissolved partnership with this
kind of thing, and became a true spouse to the
Bridegroom of Souls. When there are any interior
shakings and convictions of the Spirit, it is even
tually to bring you into the possession of this happy
lot. Do not resist the strivings of the Spirit; don't
trifle with them for a world. Everything that the
blessed One can give is wrapped up in these little
beginnings of repentance, obedience, and love : all
that is horrible in despair, and misery, and, above
all, in a separation from God, follows their rejec
tion, or, what is tantamount therewith, trifling with
them.
There is no need of arguing the point : the matter
is settled in a moment, if you will be honest with
yourself before God. Here it is in a nutshell:�
There are two faiths : one overcomes ; the other is
overcome. Have you the genuine one? If you have,
D2
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you have the love also which is spoken of above.
If you have not this overcoming faith, and this ever
growing love, and do not feel that you are seeking
it with all your heart, you are in the broad road,
which leads to destruction: you are not of that
number who have a resting-place in God.
Dear soul, for the present no more.
W.B.S.
41.
PIOUS PEOPLE AND BABES.
8. 11. 77.
Your excellent, clever, and "pious," people mostly
make to themselves round-about paths to the City
of Peace. Meanwhile the foolish babes, with a more
humble and trustful tenacity, sooner bring matters
to a crisis, and, during some fearful shakings of
things in heaven and earth, are by the mighty
Deliverer pulled through the needle's eye, and enter
the kingdom of God, to reign with Christ for ever.
Amen.
W.B.S.
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42.
HEAVEN.
10. 11. 77.
Ah, dear soul, dear soul, dear soul, it is known
and felt here that Hell with Him would be Heaven,
and that Heaven without Him would be Hell.
Yes : it is surely felt to be true, that to be united
to Him in love is Heaven: to be separated from
Him is Hell.
W.B.S.
43-
HUMAN INTERFERENCE. ENTIRE
RESIGNATION.
15. 11. 77.
� *��*�
It is a truth little known on earth at present, that
human interference for the souls that we love
hinders, rather than helps towards, the desired con
summation. Of course, if there be a true spiritual
concern produced in the heart by the Holy Ghost,
this is another matter. In this case, however, your
soul would prosper under the burden.
There is nothing more certain than that entire
resignation has a reach over the mighty arm beyond
all other things whatever. It is also equally certain
3� SCEPTICISM.
that He knows how and when to grant favours to
those who truly trust Him, so as to be the very
best thing for all parties concerned.
******
W.B.S.
44-
SCEPTICISM. [See letter No. 39.J
18. 11. 77.
Dear � . � . � .,
There is a question here whether you are doing
the best thing for your bodily health in writing on
difficult subjects�subjects which, without offence it
may be said, are too heavy for you, as you evidently
have not come to that maturity of information, ex
perience, and thought�to say nothing of the evident
bias of your will�which gives weight and value to
what is written.
As a hint as to the quality of your experience in
these matters, a remark or two may be offered here
on the first two or three paragraphs of your last
letter. The substance of what is said in these para
graphs is simply this : �You ought to have known,
by what / did not believe, what I did believe : viz.
as I did not believe the Bible to be of God, / be
lieved it to be of man.
Now, my son, this, as a declaration of your faith
to W.B.S. or to any other person, whose belief has
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any weight on the subject, amounts to nothing of
importance : and even you seem to have felt that
you had said little to the point, as in the latter part
of your letter you declare plainly something of what
you do believe. W.B.S. believes "the Bible to be of
man" though not of man only, but of man under
the guidance of Eternal Goodness ; which guidance,
however, did not make the writers grammarians,
or natural philosophers, or astronomers, or artificial
historians : but, nevertheless, so directed them in
divine truth, as to cause them to write or record
that which, to well-minded people, is most valuable
and profitable.
W.B.S. does not see a sentence in your twenty-
six folio pages that causes him to doubt this for one
moment : but, on the contrary, in his mind, each one
of the thirty-nine paragraphs groans out terribly
useless work, and hard slavery of spirit�this kick
ing against the pricks.
For the present no more : and let there be no
laborious answering at the cost of bodily health.
W.B.S.
45-
TRIALS.
20. n. 77.
******
Here is the fallacy which you suspected. You
may be cast down, but that which is of God in you
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only burdened. That which is of God may not truly
be said to be cast down. It may be forsaken,
through weakness of faith and love, or its power
may be imperfectly realized from the same cause :
in which case these trials may be the very things,
if rightly borne, to bring about an increase of that
which gives the victory.
When the child cries being burdened, or, if you
will, cast down, the mighty arm will not be long
before it heaves off the burden, or gives a secret,
increasing, strength to bear it; which last is the
thing most to be desired, being in the end most
profitable.
You had better be pricked up into wakefulness by
these trials, than fall under the power of indifference
and listlessness.
Your self-esteem overruns your discretion. It is
not because of the strength of your arguments that
W.B.S. has not answered more of them, but simply
because the attempt would answer no good purpose.
W.B.S. receives the Bible, as a whole, on various
weighty considerations: any seeming difficulties are
W.B.S.
SCEPTICISM. [See No. 44.J
21. 11. 77.
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reconciled in his mind by the application of certain
tried principles. You, however, would ride over
any number of these great principles upon your
logical hobby, with the aid of some technicalities, or
verbal criticisms, or assumed natural impossibilities.
What good, then, could come of a contention of this
kind?
Take an example to illustrate this�the solution
given to the difficulty of John 3. 16, contradicting
6. 44 : which solution was turned aside easily enough
to your satisfaction, though it was evident to W.B.S.
that you had no conception whatever of the import
ance of the principles involved in that solution, or of
their exceeding breadth and weight.
Take another possible example. A great part of
your conclusions on theological subjects are bottomed
upon very confused notions of the excellency of the
divine prescience, and seemingly assume that the
divine foreknowledge is the effective cause of man's
moral actions : whereas, if the contrary notion were
adopted, that the actions of men, for which they
will be held responsible, are wrought independently
of the divine foreknowledge as their moving cause,
that is to say, that a thing is foreknown because it
will happen, not that it does therefore happen because
it is foreknown, then your conclusions fall to the
ground.
Now these immensely important and truly solemn
questions, pertaining to the divine nature and govern
ment, cannot be decided by any amount of logical
rattle; but need, at the very least, great modesty
and thought/'ulness, and, even more than this, moral
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and spiritual qualities, which W.B.S. believes, or
rather sees clearly, that you do not possess.
Ask yourself, therefore, my son, if it be likely that
one who has read all the authors that you name [the
foremost atheistical writers] except two, and more
of the same kidney, and who has also the above
sense of your qualifications, should be willing to
waste his time in going over the useless task of an
endless jangle with one who is as really empty on
divine things, and as conceited, if not as wicked, as
any one of them.
W.B.S.
47-
WISE COUNSEL.
4. 12. 77.
Dear ,
As you have no earthly father to counsel you, it
appears to be a duty to drop you a few lines, the
result of an experience which gives the writer an
advantage over you.
First, rest assured that there is not the least in
tention to dictate or interfere in any way with your
business, or the affairs of your heart. The intention
here is simply to give you fair play, and to help
you against that part in yourself which through life
you will find your greatest enemy, viz. self-will and
passion.
WISE COUNSEL. 43
Now, my child, in the first place, be obedient to
your mother, as much as in you lies : ever remem
ber that she is your most disinterested friend, and
that she means everything for the best. The blessed
God has made obedience to parents the measure of
His blessing : so, dear child, in His fear think of
this. Then about your lover: always hold yourself
respectfully, and remember that true love in man is
increased by highly proper conduct in the woman.
Act before marriage in such a way, that if the en
gagement were broken off, there would be no cause
of shame when you became the wife of another man.
There is a "love" which takes freedoms, and
moves the passions : this is not true love, but a thing
of flesh and blood ; and though it leads to high pro
testations, and for a time to great sacrifices, yet it
wears away, and in its working makes vagabonds
in heart of those that are under its power.
The only love that is trustworthy and lasting is
that which has the fear of God at the back of it,
and looks to right, and purity, and the divine bless
ing, to accompany it. The purer love is, the sweeter
it is, both on earth and in heaven.
Now, my child, I have done. There be many in
the world that will talk behind the back : there are
a few who speak to the face. If you had had a
father to take care of you, be sure you would not
have been asked to read this from
W.B.S.
44
48.
HALF-HEARTEDNESS.
8. 12. 77.
Dear ,
Don't play the fool with time and the operations
of grace. Before you know where you are, the hey
day of youth will have passed, and the mind will
have become more and more inclined by habit to
wards things that satisfy not.
Do not you see, my child, that the things of time,
how much soever they promise�and they promise
largely to the young heart�vanish into thin air, or
become a nauseous smoke ?
Just look the following statement right in the face,
like a true-hearted little woman, and then say how
you can excuse your shuffling half-heartedness to
wards the Source of all good.
The heart and spirit of man are so constituted,
that nothing but an infinite good can truly satisfy
them�not simply the knowledge of an infinite good,
or, rather, the knowledge of something about it, but
the real possession of it, so that, without any senti
mentality, one is prompted to say, My Beloved is
mine, and I am His : not presumptuously, upon the
stilts of scripture, nor from the bottom of any highly-
seasoned evangelical reasoning, but simply while the
mind is passive, and under the power of the Holy
Ghost.
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It was easy enough to see, by the way you de
fended Christianity the other day, that your head is
not what is called empty or wooden, nor your heart
altogether on the side of the enemy: nevertheless,
look the above in the face, and take it as an abso
lute proposition, than which there is nothing in earth
or heaven more certainly true ; and then say whether
you have not been playing the fool ever since you
became a responsible woman.
Ah, dear , there is no need to spin any
long yarns to you: you see the thing as plainly as
that two and two are four ; but the world, and the
things that are in it, and your own indecision God-
ward, have left you with the character, at best, of a
respectable, religious, lovable, young woman, in the
place of being a solid, whole-hearted, lover, entirely
dead to earth and vanity, and truly alive in God to
divine love and heavenly truth.
, , , there is no solid immovable
joy, until you have found a constant resting-place in
the bosom of Eternal Peace. This is the kingdom
of heaven, which Christ came to set up on the earth
in general, and in your heart in particular.
W.B.S.
Yes : and until it be set up, and you are resting
in the bosom of Eternal Peace, the celestial spirits
can only inwardly feel�Oh, fool, fool, always fool :
when will you come home to God and Peace?
46
49-
PATIENCE IN MISERY.
18. 12. 77.
Dear one,
When you feel empty of all good, and in trouble
every way, sink down under it all, and offer up
your misery to God. When this is done with meek
ness and lowliness of mind, depend upon it relief is
not far away. This is one of the points never to
be forgotten in walking with God, that all good is
from Him; and, consequently, that we have no in
dependent claim upon Him.
When all is warm and comfortable within, and
there appears something promising without, then
confidence arises naturally, and the heart looks up
to the blessed One with a good degree of assurance.
If this is accompanied with meekness and godly
fear, it is an acceptable state before Him: but not
a whit more acceptable than when there is patience
and meekness in poverty and misery.
Remember that you are naturally clever and able,
and that there is some latent principle which would
lead to independence and rebellion : so you have
often to drink of the waters of Marah, as a remem
brancer of where your strength and real help lie.
Reckon up within yourself how often you have,
with humility of heart, thanked God for your troubles,
and looked towards glorying in your infirmities with
a longing eye. There may be a commendable dis
position in you to sail near to the wind, when any
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point is to be gained, which would bring yourself
and family into the more even and pleasant waters
of salvation. In future, rather look lovingly towards
Him, who has the winds in His fists, for more favour
able gales, which will bring you into the desired
haven.
This may be humiliating to seamanship and other
high qualities of the clever one ; but it is pleasing
to the Master, and that is enough.
You doubtless see that things, both private and
public, have now come to such a pass, that nothing
can be effectually done but by the mighty hand:
submit, therefore, in every way to that discipline
which in all things makes Him the Worker, Re
deemer, and Saviour.
W.B.S.
Be of good cheer: all will yet be well.
50.
THY WILL BE DONE.
20. 12. 77.
Ah , you have not come out of this trial
blameless. You have fought nobly as a weak woman,
but only poorly as a Saint. If, when you thought
that all was over, and that you were about to be
left with only a heavenly Husband, you had sunk
down under it all, and, at any cost, said with all
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your heart� Thy will be done, your husband would
have been just as well raised up to you, and that
atrocious villain, self-will, which lies hid in your
bosom, would have received his death-blow. But
no : you chose the earthly, and put off the heavenly,
as well as you could.
Well: you will have to come to it, nevertheless.
You will never find an immovable resting-place in
the bosom of Eternal Peace, till the above treacher
ous thief is slain.
In love,
W.B.S.
5i-
EARLY OBEDIENCE TO THE DIVINE CALL.
23. 12. 77.
Dear ,
Some years ago it was said to your father, that
you were to be a child of benediction. A word or
two, therefore, will not be amiss on the blessed state
into which you are called.
As Adam was made, he had a light from God in
his understanding, which indicated the divine will :
and he had also power of will to do what he knew
was pleasing to the Almighty One. When he fell
by disobedience, he lost the shining light of grace
in his understanding, and the divine power out of
his heart, and came under the power of nature, and
of a knowledge of good and evil.
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Now, dear child, this is the state from which all
are to be saved, before they can enjoy God, and do
His will. You may say, Is not this knowledge of
good and evil well enough as a rule of life ? Yes :
it is, for a life of nature, which shuts the blessed God
out of the heart, and gives full swing to self-will :
it is the very thing for this life, but flatly contrary
to the life of Grace�the kingdom of God in the heart.
Look at it, for a moment, as it works. Everything
that you see, and believe to be good, your heart
creeps after with desire : on the other hand, all that
you believe to be evil, or unpleasant to the life of
nature, the same heart inclines to hate and shun.
Doing this freely and fully is living after the know
ledge of good and evil : you may see that a course
in this line of things does without God altogether : it
makes your own sense of good and evil the guide
of your life. If you look into the world, you may
have some notion of what this ends in�splendid
vanity and superficial virtue, and abject poverty and
hateful vice, or some half-hearted compound between
the two. As it works in the world, so it works in
your heart : and so it will work, until you have
passed through the strait gate, and have again, by
divine favour, a holy Light in your understanding,
by which to know, and a sufficient glow of heavenly
love in your heart�mixed, perhaps, at first, with
fear�to do, what the blessed God points out for you
through life.
Now, my child, this is the blessed life, the only
true life, the life of God: and, remember, it has
the promise of the life that now is, as well as of that
E
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which is to come : that is, those things which are
every way best for your present and eternal interest
will be granted by especial appointment and favour.
So, dear child of benediction, haste away from
the beggarly life, which has for its moving power
the force of nature, guided by a knowledge of good
and evil, which is after the flesh only ; and look
anxiously towards the life of grace, of Christ, of God,
that has for its spring and guide the Holy Spirit, and
which will bring you into sweet peace on earth, and
to everlasting and unspeakable joys in the realms
above. Haste away, it is said, for it is never too
early to cease to do evil, and to learn to do well.
, , there is no lasting peace or joy
in anything that you can see with your eyes, take
hold of with your hands, hear with your ears, and
possess in your own self-will.
W.B.S.
52.
DYING TO SELF-WILL.
29. 12. 77.
Dear � . � .,
The way in which you will best help forward your
husband's coming into the enjoyment of the Truth is
by yourself submitting absolutely to the will of God :
when you do this, three-fourths of your troubles will
vanish into thin air, and the remainder will only,
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under grace, urge you to a constant application of
heart to God, that His love may be perfected in you.
Your husband, being sincere in his wilfulness, is
easily egged forward, by a self-righteous principle,
into the belief, that what he is doing is for the cause
of God.
When you, by giving way to that villain, self-will,
which lies hid in your bosom, though you may have
a righteous cause at heart, become passionate and
nervous, as it is called, then you do really strengthen
his hands in corruption ; for, although he shows
tenderness and consideration to you on these occa
sions, as a woman, in the secret place of his heart,
he is, by your weakness, self-will, and folly, made
strong in unrighteousness.
You say�Well, what am I to do ? Dear child,
what you are to do is to cease from all doing, and
sink down into the will of God, quietly and sub
missively, though your husband were much worse
than he is. Self-will in right is as abominable to God
as self-will in wrong. When your heart says to its
very centre, Thy will be done, the airs of Paradise
will be known, and it will be out of the power of any
creature to separate you from a living sense of the
love of the Father, which love is better than life.
So, dear soul, mind what you are about. The
blessed God, in the order of His providence, has
brought you to a strait gate, so strait that hanging
would almost appear better than it. This is the very
thing that is needed: for, if you go through it by
entire submission, that vile thief, self-will, will receive
his death-blow, and you will become a partaker, in
E 2
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very deed, of the heavenly life�the Love of God :
not a fleshly, sentimental love, but the love of the
Spirit ; that is, a love of which God Himself is the
life and breath and all things.
W.B.S.
53-
TO THE WOMAN OF FASHION.
1877.
Dear Soul,
Do consider whether your style of dress is such
as will make it easy to die, or give courage when
you are called to render an account to the blessed
God.
There are thousands in the world who hardly have
wherewith to keep themselves decent, while you
and others, through pride or thoughtlessness, are
dragging rich materials in the dust and dirt.
You need neither high-heeled boots, nor wasteful
foolish dresses. Turn over a fresh leaf, and become a
sensible, God-fearing woman, ere it be too late.
If you look within yourself, you will find a Spirit
that condemns all foolishness and foppery. If you
pay attention to that voice, it will lead you to God,
and out of all pride of heart.
W.B.S.
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54-
TROUBLE AND TEMPTATION.
1877?
�
>
Trouble of mind and temptation, if rightly borne,
always end in favour of those exercised thereby.
They mostly precede an increase of divine light, and
are intended to preserve from undue elation under
the influence of divine favours.
He is not the greatest Saint who is always on Tabor.
He, however, who preserves an equal mind at Tabor
and Gethsemane has the divine mark upon him.
When you are well with the Father, and with your
own conscience, you will always find a friendly
feeling with His children. Cling to Him through
all weathers, and you will never want a Friend.
W.B.S.
55-
WALTON'S "MEMORIAL OF WM. LAW."
1877.
The drift of this book, from end to end, is to make
man the leading agent in divine things -to bring
the will of the Creature into the ascendant.
This Jesuitical tincture, as an insidious poison, per
vades the whole, though not seen by nature's eye.
54 A PRAYER.�THE NEW HEART, ETC.
To be brought by the Spirit of God into all the
will of God includes the highest degree of perfection
pertaining to a Son of God while in the body. Entire
faithfulness to the divine geniture is enough.
W.B.S.
56.
A PRAYER.
1877.
It is hard dying with Christ on the Cross, if any
thing is held back. When everything is given up
freely, there is light in the valley.
W.B.S.
p.S.�A Prayer, which, if truly offered, is sure
to be answered :
I desire with all my heart and soul that Thy will
and pleasure may be done in me in all things.
57-
THE NEW HEART AND RIGHT SPIRIT.
1. 1. 78.
Dear ,
Suffer W.B.S. to send you a little pocket reflector,
in which you may, in the fear of God, see the linea
ments of a spiritual vagabond and wanderer from the
divine power.
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If " all are sinners," where are those who are born
of God and sin not ?
If all hearts are deceitful, where are those new
hearts and that right spirit, which are the gift of
God in Christ Jesus ? And where are those good men,
who out of the good treasure of their hearts bring
forth good things ?
It is such man-converted, or man-spoilt, pretenders
as yourself, who know neither holiness nor purity,
nor power, that drive sincere, far-seeing people into
the arms of the Whore and False Prophet.
As to age, if that were anything ; W.B.S. had a
clearer sense of the glory of God, and of His salvation
by Christ into unity and oneness with Himself, when
you were unable to speak, than you have now.
So turn from your filthiness, and spiritual wicked
ness, and prating ignorance, before it be too late. The
letter addressed to your friend just as well fits you.
You are in the self-will and hypocrisy of the first
birth yet : that gate which is strait you will not pass
yourself, nor suffer others to do so either.
Take warning, therefore, and mind what you are
about, before it be too late.
Dear � . � .,
Of course it is not meant that you are to defile
your conscience by yielding it up either to your
husband, or to any other man. It is God's domain,
W.B.S.
SUBMISSION.
4. 1. 78-
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and He will justify you in holding to the operations
of His Spirit in it with meekness and fear. But, at
the same time, you must give the same freedom to
your husband, and not allow any pretences to lead
you to domineer over his belief.
You would raise an issue where one may not be
raised. You have no right to meddle with his faith,
nor has he any right to meddle with yours.
True religion is a matter between God and the
spirit and soul of man; and cannot, as the rule, be
rightly helped forward by the creature with any other
suasion than that which is kindly, and moral, and
subject to the power of the Holy Ghost.
If you have not so become a new creature, as to
find it possible to submit to the will of God in all
things, nothing can be clearer than that you are
altogether unfit to teach another. On the other hand,
anyone who has passed through this strait gate will no
more think of using compulsion over the consciences
of others, than he would think of roasting them alive.
Here is the strait gate for you to pass : not that
you should believe in : by no means : but that
you should so sink down into the will of God, as
to allow your husband to do so, without self-will or
passion on your part. If you have not, by the grace
of God, this command over your spirit, then you are
not a new creature in Christ Jesus, and need to look
to the Mighty Arm for deliverance from bondage
to sin into that glorious liberty.
Which glorious liberty may not come in the way
that you would wish, nor, perhaps, all at once ; but
if you resolutely follow the light of the divine Spirit
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in your heart, which light crucifies the creature,
believing in God for His help and mercy, little by
little the darkness and hardness will be put under
your feet, and the true Light of Christ will rule in
your heart.
W.B.S.
P.S.�It is hoped that the thing is perfectly plain
to your understanding now. You must no more
attempt to stuff W.B.S. or your sentimental religion
down your husband's throat, than allow him to cram
down yours : but, with meekness and fear,
look to God alone, and to the operations of His Spirit
in your heart.
With love,
W.B.S.
59-
ENTIRELY ONE.
5. 1. 78.
Yes, dear soul, hold on by
" entirely and altogether
one with Him," and all will be well. The temptation
to foolish talk is allowed, as a whip to sharpen your
constancy and desires, or to bring you into such a
deep and painful exercise of spirit, as shall cause you
to press through all, into a higher and more constant
unity and communion with Him. Watchfulness,
patience, and constancy, will bring you into a land,
where the airs of Beulah will, now and then, shake
down from the trees of Paradise fruits which will
strengthen your spirit in the wisdom, power, and
love of God.
58 ENTIRELY ONE.
There is no limit in love : the utmost desires of
the spirit and soul may now be satisfied, though
not so satisfied as to cause satiety, or a cessation
from that gentle movement of the will, and adherence
to God, which will define God and creature to all
Eternity. In this state of exile, all kinds of tempta
tions and trials are the next best things to the actual
possession of the Eternal good. They show what is
the true state and strength of the spirit Godward,
and when rightly improved by meekness, humility,
and holy fear, they help to a higher elevation on
the Mount of God.
Oh, the sweetness and purity of that atmosphere
which is above the reach of the bogs, fogs, and clouds
of earthly things. Oh, the sweetness and purity,
there, of the divine inquisition, or indignation, if you
will, against all that is not of Himself.
Dear one, if you aspire to these things, you must
be ready, with meekness and quietness, to be spit
upon, well whipt, or esteemed a vile, treacherous,
and foul creature, if HE wills.
W.B.S.
P.S.�Everything that happens to the called and
chosen is His Will. So, dear soul, travel on until
the spirit gives out without compulsion or undue
pressure,
O Love, thou bottomless abyss,
The sin is swallowed up of Thee :
Purged out is all unrighteousness,
Nor spot of guilt remains in me.
The faith that conquers all is given,
The Spirit's love, the life of heaven.
Amen.
59
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SUBMISSION. [No. 59.J
6. 1. 78.
Dear � . � . ,
Repentance is the gift of God, and the faith and
love, which save the soul, are fruits of the Spirit.
So watch towards Him alone for all that you need,
and take no notice of the foolish, wicked, talk of
your husband on this subject. He is only the mouth
piece of , and a hornblower of the
Prince of Darkness.
Some time back such another man as used
to write and preach his fine things to a person not
a stranger to your husband, and also set up for a
teacher sent of God. The person who encouraged
him would not, or could not, be warned, as the pre
tender�to his short-sightedness�seemed so very
good: but the blessed God, who knows His own,
left not His servant without a witness, and this false
prophet went over head and ears in uncleanness
and adultery. Yet, after all this, he prates religion as
if he had the commission of an Apostle, though in
himself as proud and impudent as Satan.
Therefore, dear child, do not lose patience, as
though your husband were the only one deceived
by an ignorant pretender. And remember also that
the mighty God will do better for you than all the
counsels of your well-meaning, but foolish, friends.
And this you will know, when the full benefit of
this sore trial is secured to you.
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When you have that faith which overcomes, and
the Love of God, His love will make amends for
all: and you will then say that , though a
wicked deceived deceiver, was used in the hands
of God to drive you into the bosom of Eternal Peace.
The enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to your
husband a few days ago : it will explain itself.
Don't be afraid of "troubling" W.B.S. when there
is a real need. But never forget that One who is
above all creatures, and infinitely nearer to you than
they, is the Friend of friends�the Lover of lovers.
W.B.S.
May His great name be praised and blessed for
ever and ever. Amen.
61.
WILKINSON'S "SAINT'S TRAVEL."
n. i. 78.
Dear ,
Two or three of most of the Tracts brought out
by W.B.S. during a course of years were sent to
your address this morning.
The "False Rests," you will find, are parts of
a book, reprinted by the early Quakers ["The Saint's
Travel to the Land of Canaan"]. It has been carefully
and faithfully edited by a friend to Truth, and these
single "Rests" used as tracts, so that anyone who
might feel inclined to possess a copy of the book
might know how they could obtain one.
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Doubtless, you will now and then be led to cast
your eye over the whole ; and may possibly, here
and there, find a word or two that will be brought
home with power and sweetness by the Master.
Also you may be led to send some of them, as
an arrow from the bow of that Archer that never
once missed His aim, into the camp of the sleepy,
filthy, and drunken ones; and also to those who
have a name to live, but are dead.
If you are called to fight at this day, you will need
to live very, very, near, which is by far the most
easy.
When the eye is single, the whole body is full
of Light.
You know, of course, that to be truly alive, and
one with Him, you must be truly dead to everything
else. There is no medium here. This is the thing
without which all is shaky and uncertain. When
all is gone, things become as solid as the Mount
of God.
Everlasting praises.
W.B.S.
62.
DYING TO RELIGIOUS FLESHLY THINGS.
12. 1. 78.
Dear ,
An example of the "inward religious things" to
be died from will serve better than abstract reasoning.
Take the case of relieving the necessitous. You give
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the necessary relief, and perhaps immediately after
hear something that shows it to have been very timely.
What follows ? A pleasant sensation and satisfaction
of mind. Immediately that part in man which likes to
have its own way, and to be something and somebody,
exercises an undue influence, and after some hours
of semi-intoxication, when the Fountain of all good
is turned to, He is found to be somewhat difficult of
access, and shy of your loves. Now that semi-
intoxication was a religious thing, that had its life
from "holy flesh."
The way to avoid this kind of thing is to press
towards your Beloved, spirit with Spirit, as much and
as constantly when all inclines you to be joyful, as
when everything seems dull and low ; and more so,
as the rule.
Then, again, that " everything that happens is the
will of God." This was given, doubtless, in sight
of your being spoken to as to suffering with meekness
great trials : but, indeed, it need not be limited to
that point only, but may be placed side by side with
" a sparrow falleth not," &c. Everything that happens
to you, when you are living according to the above
rule, does so in His will, and, if rightly improved,
will end in bringing your spirit into a more divine
union with His.
This is the perfect health of the soul�a love-union
which makes Him everything, and the creature nothing.
This love-union grows by avoiding all religious fleshly
things, as sources of joy and comfort ; or, at any rate,
so suffering the bufferings of these religious fleshly
joys, or such like things, as not to allow them to draw
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the spirit from a perpetual sense of the presence of
the Divine and Eternal Good. All faith, and love, and
good, are the fruit of divine union, and it grows as the
creature, by divine favour, willingly turns, or dies,
away from all that is not God.
" The power to be subject to, and one with, the
will of God is not found to be within the grasp or
reach of the creature, when one desires or would
have it to be so."
True, most true : yet if there be faithfulness in
little matters, according to the measure of grace, and
humble watchfulness towards the Master, such deep
and sharp exercises of spirit will be brought on, and
inward cries for deliverance given, as will, sooner
or later, bring the bent of the whole heart and soul
right into His will : so that everything but Himself
will easily go by the board, and a constant abiding
in His love will be the common atmosphere of the
spirit, night and day.
W.B.S.
IMPOTENCE HELPED.
13. 1. 78.
Amen.
W.B.S.
64
64.
RELIGIOUS IMPOSTORS.
21. I. 78.
Dear ,
Beware ol self-made or man-wrought " repentance
"
and " humility :
" these things are the strong-holds of
the Prince of Darkness, as may be seen in Jesuitism
and Popery. They are the tools of priestcraft and
hypocrisy, and invariably lead to one man pretending
to be the leader and guide of another, instead of being
only a fellow-helper to that faith which is of God, and
which makes the blessed Spirit of God the enlightener,
guide, and leader, of His people. He that teaches
these things brings men to himself, not to God :
begets to religious flesh, not to the divine Spirit :
brings into bondage, not into the glorious liberty of
the Sons of God.
If you even keep company with a deceiver of this
kind, you will become like him�outwardly fair and
sweet, but inwardly as bitter as Hell ; and will be
given over to his blindness and delusion, and pass
through shame and confusion of face into the ditch.
The Sons of God are led by the Spirit of God,
freely and sweetly led, not by impostors whose words
and deeds will not bear the light of day.
W.B.S.
65
65-
[ON RECEIVING BLACK-EDGED PAPER WITH
A BLACK CROSS.]
3. 2. 78.
If everything that the blessed, the adorable, One
does is right, why do you hoist a flag of rebellion
against His will? The very essence of religion lies
hid in " Thy Will be done."
He is the fairest counterpart of Christ, who has
been so baptized into the Holy Ghost, and exercised
under the providence of God, that the inward man
always�come light or shade, hunger or plenty, rough
or smooth� says humbly and meekly, Thy Will be
done.
You say, I have not come to that yet. True, you
may not : then, dear soul, take this hint, as something
pointing towards that desired end.
If there be rebellion inwardly, is it right coolly to
go out of your way to show this outwardly, and thus,
by reaction, stir it up, or increase it, within ?
All manifestations by black are anti-Christian, and
evidences of the apostasy ; and superlatively so when
a black cross is added. The cross is the highest
symbol possible of death to own will, and should never
be desecrated as a sign to show that we and our own
wills are yet alive�in rebellion�and not dead with
Christ.
You may say� I did it ignorantly and thoughtlessly.
True, dear soul, you did ; and a thousand other things
F
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of the same kind. But true goodness�the gift of God
in Christ�drives out ignorance, and fills the heart,
mind, and spirit, with light, with love, with the Holy-
Spirit of God.
Black is the symbol of Hell. The light of day, the
sun, the lily, the rose, are symbols of Heaven.
44 Our conversation is in heaven": it ought not to
be in hell.
Where Christ has really come, all symbols have
passed away. This, however, as yet you cannot
hear.
W.B.S.
66.
THE HEAVENLY LAMB WITHIN.
8. 2. 78.
Dear ,
Turn to the heavenly Lamb within yourself�the
Spirit of Christ. He is the way into the Kingdom of
God, to justification, holiness, and heaven.
You may say�Ah, I have caught him now : the
heavenly Lamb within myself! Why, that which is
within myself would curse him, and all the world, for
two pins. Yes, dear soul, it is known that it would ;
and you have been saved from doing so, if indeed you
have been saved, many times, only as by the skin of
your teeth. Yet hear this, dear soul�who or what
was it, and is it, that in the midst of all your misery
keeps you from this�from cursing with all your heart
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and soul everything that opposes your will? It is
the heavenly Lamb, the Spirit of Christ. Turn to it,
and neither run before, nor lag behind : and, though it
be as by fire, all may yet be well.
W.B.S.
67.
MEN OF GOD, NO "CAVILLERS."
10. 2. 78.
Dear ,
A few words upon the oracle which you sent are
upon the mind, and call for expression.
"Respecting W.B.S., you may tell him I cannot
afford to cavil," &c, &c.
Of course not : but with you, when it suits his
purpose, he can do this and worse. As he is liv
ing upon the fruits of darkness, like all such, he
dreads the light.
Did ever any Prophet, or Christ, or any Apostle,
say that he could not afford to defend the truth of
his own assertions ? The very contrary : they were
set for the defence of the faith, of which they were
made partakers. If he charges W.B.S. with "cavill
ing," he is guilty of a lying accusation. He is no
caviller, who defends the faith and the truth of God,
which he holds, by divine favour, in his heart. These
blessed gifts take away the ground of cavilling, lying,
F2
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and all unrighteousness, and teach not to rejoice in
evil, but only in the truth. If the cause of rejoicing
be of God, it will bear the light of day, and cannot
be hidden. The joy of God is not given for selfish
purposes. Those who say that they have it, and hide
it, and make it a pretence for self-ends, self-holiness,
and gain, are liars, and children of the wicked one.
High pretensions, shrouded in cloudy oracles, have
been the signs of imposture from the beginning of the
world : but the words of good men, given forth under
God in holy fight, will be relished by the spiritual-
children of the light� in all places, and during all
ages.
W.B.S.
68.
THE BITTER TO BE LOVED.
14. 2. 78.
Dear ,
If you don't love the bitter will of God�that is,
bitter to the first birth�as well as that which is
sweet, be sure your religion is comparatively vain.
You will seldom taste the sweets of Paradise till
this is the case. Were you to do so, it would only
strengthen in you that which is for death by the
cross.
W.B.S.
A HEAVENLY BREEZE.�A LOVE THAT GROWS. 69
69.
A HEAVENLY BREEZE.
17. 2. 78.
Dear one,
There is a gentle, heavenly, breeze a-blowing,
bringing with it unutterable peace and quiet love to
a few of the little ones, here and there, upon the
face of the earth.
It is desired that you may be one of the number,
and that you may no longer live in anything below
a perfect, constant, and divine, love of Him that is
holy.
Thus to love is heaven on earth begun. You may
say, it is rather late in the day. Don't mind that
overmuch : better late than never.
HE gives freely, and upbraideth not.
W.B.S.
70.
A LOVE THAT GROWS.
3- 3- 78.
Dear � . � .,
Peace and love be with you. As much as in you
lies, withdraw your heart and soul out of everything
but Him. He is worthy of the most entire love. If
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you thus honour Him, He will honour you, giving you
a faith which is immovable, and a love that grows
stronger and stronger every day.
You may not be able to register this, neither is
it desirable that this should be the case : neverthe
less, though imperceptible, nothing is more certain.
The love may not be of a sensitive character,
but it will become deep as a mighty river, and im
measurable as that divine ocean, from whence it
really comes.
Amen.
7i-
SINNING AND REPENTING.
15- 3- 78.
God's children that live in Him, and love Him
entirely, know and see much more than you dream
of. There are hundreds of good sort of religious
people, who are sinning and repenting� full of zeal
one day, and half-dead another� all the year round,
and all the years of their mortal life. It is not
W.B.S. 7s business to say that they are "dead"�
altogether dead: but he knows as truly as possible
that they are more alive in themselves, than in and
from God.
Now, you are one of these. He does not con
demn you ; he does not despise you ; he inclines to
love you : but he cannot say that you are what you
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are not, a precious soul, truly and entirely devoted
to God, dead with Christ out of all that is not God.
If you desire to become such a one, say so : only
count the cost of dying out of everything, and act
accordingly. If you stumble at this, he is not the
friend for you, nor you for him. You can get
plenty of religious people, who will cram you with
scriptural and religious good things : in fact you are
a pretty good hand at this game yourself : this to
W.B.S. is little better than stinking fish. If you
won't love God, only, and perfectly, and entirely, or,
at any rate, willingly give up all for this, there is
an end of the matter and Farewell.
W.B.S.
72.
" WHO ARE YOU?"
18. 3. 78.
"Who are you ?
" Before God, an empty oyster-shell,
or a bleating lamb, or an infant at the breast.
"In the face of God is this right?" Yes: when
addressing one, who had already charged the writer
with the spirit of, "Stand by, I am holier than
thou."
The only thing that you have to fear in writing
to W.B.S. is, wounding your own soul. The harder
things you say of him, the sweeter they are. It is
bruising the olive � though your hand is hardly
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heavy enough for that � that makes the oil to run:
but this you don't, as yet, rightly understand.
Dear one, shut up, or rather let down the flood
gates of your self-will and wrong-headedness, and
die with Christ on the cross�the cross of the divine
Word in your heart. Hearken towards that. W.B.S.
can only turn you to that, or be favoured to give you
a word or two, now and then, from it.
When you are one with the divine Word, nigh in
the heart, you will find a true lover in
W.B.S.
73-
THE ONLY HELPER.
24. 3. 78.
You will have to bear your cross and walk in the
holy fear, turning neither to the right nor left for
help, but simply taking hold of what is brought
across your path by His mercy and goodness. The
more you look to the creature for help, the more
your way will be hedged up. The more constantly
you look to God alone, the sooner a glimpse of true
deliverance will appear. He has the hearts of all
men in His hand: don't forget that. * * *
W.B.S.
73
74-
TRUE AND FALSE FAITH.
n. 4. 78.
Oh, foolish one, you know no more, really, than
a Hottentot of the power of true Christianity, and
when anyone touches the idol which you call by
that name, you are like a lioness robbed of her
whelp.
Though utterly unable to hurt a hair of your
head, from a secret tenderness of heart towards you,
yet there is a lively sense that you need a sharp
application of the " Cat" or something morally or
spiritually answering thereto, to bring you to your
right senses.
There you are, "a poor sinner," as you say, but
choke-full of self-will and wrong - headedness : so
when you are told to die out of yourself with
Christ on the Cross, you don't care to know what
is meant, much less to take to the nails and the
crown of thorns. Do mind what you are about, or
your self-willed "faith" will be your ruin.
They that are born of God sin not : you, not being
born of God, but of self-will, sin, more or less, al
most every breath you draw.
There is a faith which has its root of life in self-
will ; and there is a faith, the gift of God, which
has its root of life in Himself. The first is the faith
of the old, hypocritical Adam ; the last is the faith
of the new man in Christ. Man's will is the life of
the first: God's will the life of the last. The first
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leaves its possessor in sin: the last saves its pos
sessor from sin, and cleanses from all unrighteous
ness.
W.B.S.
75-
OPINIONS AND HEAVENLY WISDOM.
12. 4. 78.
Upon your own head be the responsibility of the
effects of your folly. W.B.S. has told you before,
and again repeats it, that there is no true knowledge
of Christ but by the revelation of the Spirit.
Spiritual knowledge, in the very nature of things,
requires a spiritual heart. That which is divine can
be known only by its like. A man must be born of
God before he can truly know that Jesus is the
Christ.
When this is known, all opinions cease. He that
is the subject of this divine enlightenment dares no
more indulge in ventilating opinions than in drunken
ness, or any known wrong-doing. He is taught to
wait in simplicity of heart upon Him who has power
to give or withhold heavenly wisdom, and not to make
haste to be rich, lest he fall into poverty, blindness
of heart, and the condemnation of the devil.
All opinions held in the life of the first birth are
windy things.
* * *
If, by divine grace, you should turn over a new
leaf, and vomit up this windy filth, which you have
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got upon your stomach, remember that heavenly
favors are not given to light a flambeau in the head,
but to nourish divine substance in the heart.
Opinions and talk are the wine and bread of high-
class fools.
W.B.S.
76.
GOD.
21. 4. 78.
****#�*
Oh, the greatness, long-suffering, and purity of
God. Oh, how those that know Him love Him, and
hate every crooked way. His love is without bottom,
or any other measure, and with it come wisdom and
prudence, and every other good thing.
W.B.S.
77-
ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION.
25. 4. 78.
*##�*#*
In pleasing Him bitter things become sweet, and
strengthen by bringing light and joy. Absolute sub
mission unties hard knots, and sometimes unravels
deep mysteries. It is always profitable to man, and
acceptable to the blessed God.
W.B.S.
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78.
FIRST-BIRTH LOVE.
4. 5. 78.
Dear ,
That love which is not bottomed in supernatural
grace is only of the flesh. It may pass as current
coin, while in the body ; but it won't go where time
is not measured by nights and days.
First-birth love is only lip-love to the blessed God.
Do you never think of having a little treasure in your
heart for him�a little hidden treasure, more precious
than gold and every other earthly thing to its pos
sessor, and that which alone is acceptable to Him
who is without beginning of years or end of days?
W.B.S.
79.
DIVINE SUBSTANCE IN THE HEART.
12. 5. 78.
, you may set it down for a certain truth,
that when the fire burns very hot, and everything
seems to be against you, if you hold out in patience,
the end of the matter will be an increase of heavenly
treasure.
It is not light in the understanding, but holy oil and
divine substance in the heart, that brings to the city
of immovable peace.
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The holy oil and divine substance are of grace and
favour : and yet the diligent and watchful obtain the
prize. * *
Ah, , keep all clean within : then the divine
Majesty will make a man of you every way.
You remember that to whom much is given, of him
much will be required. You have got a clear sense
of things : push towards the divine oil and substance,
in meekness, constancy, purity, and the holy fear :
and if a little breeze of Paradise should cross your
path, now and again, sink out of all high and windy
thoughts.
Meek and lowly is the standard of divine virtue,
and always attends true holiness of heart.
W.B.S.
80.
WHOLE - HEARTEDNESS.
14. 5. 78.
Dear ,
This being a day of favour, there is a desire to im
part something that is on the mind, and which may
be much to your advantage through life.
Do, dear soul, be whole-hearted in the fullest
acceptation of that phrase. There is something in
this that is not sufficiently thought of and acted out
even among the best-informed Quakers. The result
is that after twenty years of thoroughly orthodox
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views as to the doctrine of the light being sufficient,
and also of bearing a testimony for the testimonies of
the ancient worthies, there is comparative carnality,
shakiness, and uncertainty ; and nothing approaching
to a constant immovable peace in God.
Now, my son, whether you be a Quaker, or any
other profession (though any other must be almost
impossible to you), never lose sight of this for a
moment�otherwise twenty years will slip over as a
tale that is told�that it is whole-heartedness which, by
grace and favour, wins all that the soul and spirit
can desire.
It wins unity with the Father and the Son�a holy
mystery, the fruit of which is immediate access to
the divine Majesty, with a constant sense of His
presence, which is beyond the power of words to
express : which blessed state is sustained by the heart
being continually replenished in the divine Spirit,
which brings forth in it holy faith, love, joy, peace,
wisdom, power, patience, prudence, meekness, and
faithfulness, with an assurance of increase to the
eternal day.
Whole-heartedness brings this holy mystery and
its fruits � these living waters : so, dear �:� , don't
forget about being whole-hearted.
W.B.S. does not say that you are not whole
hearted.
This letter is a little love-gift; not anything of " I
am holier than thou." Farewell.
W.B.S.
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81.
A MAN IN CHRIST.
26. 5. 78.
A man in Christ�in God�has immediate access to
the divine Majesty, with a living sense of His presence
beyond the power of words to express.
He is being continually replenished in the divine
Spirit, which brings forth in him holy faith, love, joy,
peace, wisdom, power, patience, prudence, meekness,
and faithfulness ; with an ever-increasing unity and
amity in God ; not equalled in nearness by any other
relationship whatever.
To crown all, there is an assurance of increase to
the Eternal day.
Oh, the everlasting, the unutterable, Love, Great
ness, and Oneness, of the ever-blessed and adorable
Lord God. He Himself alone can declare it, and
make it known in the hidden man of the heart.
W.B.S.
82.
THANKFULNESS UNDER TRIAL.
28. 5. 78.
Yes, dear soul, the sword of the Spirit cuts and
divides, and the fire burns : but receive these things
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thankfully, and bear them patiently. Their opera
tion, as a whole, is only to remove out of the way
all that would hinder your Beloved from finding a
quiet resting-place in your bosom � He dwelling in
you, and you living in Him.
When the body is faint, and the mind weak, turn
the will to Him, and guide all desires from all that
is not Himself, and all will be well.
" A Christian, in the real sense of the word" loves
God with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength ; and,
at the lowest of times, loves nothing in comparison
with Him in earth or heaven.
There is nothing answering to this in the person
whom you name : therefore the question answers
itself.
The next best thing is such a desire for this,
wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, as leads to
a self-denying willingness to give up all that is felt
to hinder the possession of it.
About your trouble of mind, you will take care
how you act in this case. If the trouble be of the
Farewell.
W.B.S.
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8. 6. 78.
DISCIPLINE. 8l
right kind, it will lead to profit. The shortest way to
obtain favour is to give up the thing loved to the justice
of God absolutely, as Abraham did Isaac : not grudg
ingly, but freely and fully. Then all that is possible
to be done will be done for you.
Very dear soul, again Farewell.
W.B.S.
84.
DISCIPLINE.
13. 6. 78.
# * # � # �
You may not be moved from your measure of
light and grace, though a thousand devils be allowed
to trouble you, or if the "body of death" seems
terribly irksome and heavy.
When a foundation is being laid for a thousand
generations, things are not the better for going on
too fast. Nevertheless, comfort and divine strength
will come at the right time, and in the right measure :
also, when least expected.
Interior boiling and turmoil won't make the sweet
ness and quietness of holy rest any the less precious,
when it comes.
This discipline will give you the tongue of the
wise in heart, if rightly and patiently borne.
Amen.
W.B.S.
G
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85-
DESIRE.
13. 6. 78.
Don't be anxious about anything.
The only approximate exception to this rule, that
will pass with only a gentle shake of the rod, is a
longing desire to live in Him entirely, and love Him
perfectly.
Ah, dear soul, let Him, by absolute trust, be, in
very deed, all in all in and for body, soul, and spirit.
W.B.S.
86.
THE CROSS.
13. 6. 78.
Ah, , , are you never to find a quiet
resting-place in His bosom ? Sink out of everything,
and die with Christ on the cross to everything, for
the love of God. Then, sooner or later, you will
find it infinitely sweeter than all other sweets.
The cross takes away all that is contrary to Him,
and that separates from Him. Dear soul, die with
Christ on the cross, or you will never know the
glory and greatness of the new life in God.
W.B.S.
83
87.
DYING TO EVERYTHING.
24. 6. 78.
Dear ,
It has been on the mind for some time here that
there has not been a breaking of bread outwardly
between us lately. Yet there is no consciousness
of having held anything back from you : neither is
there anything particular in store, that may be
specially suitable to your needs. You know that,
in proportion as you are dead�truly dead�in your
inward parts to everything that is not Himself and
of Him, the heavenly life and peaceable kingdom
will be set up. You know also that in Him alone
is perfect contentment and peace. What then can
be added? Nothing that W.B.S. knows of, save only
his testimony that all this is unutterably true, and
also that true riches and honour are in and of God
alone, and that in the very ground of the heart
W.B.S. is glad of it, and would not have it other
wise. Go out, therefore, dear one, of everything,
freely, that you may, in very deed, become one in
the Father and the Son�secretly, unutterably One.
W.B.S.
G2
84
88.
CRUCIFYING PASSIONATE NATURE. GOD'S
FATHERHOOD.
25. 6. 78.
Dear ,
"Where there is a will, there is a way," is a
proverb as true as it is old. When you desire the
true rest with all your heart, and are prepared to
give up all for it, you will find it, or, with wonderful
sagacity, take any hints that point to it, and thoroughly
understand them.
If you prefer your husband and children to the
Love of God, you are yet a long way wide of the
mark even as a seeker of it. The most perfect love
of God does not take away a due regard to husband
and children : it only purifies it from passion and
excess, making it deeper and more constant, evenly
the same, with a gentle increase.
When you say�"/ can't change the nature God
has given me: even grace can't do that" you con
found things that differ, and speak foolishly, and, as
a Christian, ignorantly, if not wickedly.
The nature given by God in Regeneration does
not admit of change, it being divine; but, as it is
imparted to man, it admits of growth. That nature
which you have from your earthly parents, though
not susceptible of radical change, yet becomes inno
cent in its action, as the divine nature rises into the
ascendant, and man, in it, regulates the lower nature,
as an accomplished horseman does his fiery steed.
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When you are lovingly told to die with Christ on
the cross, you are simply exhorted to join with that
measure of the divine nature imparted, and, in it, to
crucify to death, as a leading power, that passionate
and wild nature, which you had from your first
birth.
When this is done, the Rest is gained, and the airs
of Paradise are, in a measure, known.
You see that this salvation is of the Lord, and not
of yourself, any more than by simply adhering to
Him in the measure of divine love imparted.
Don't talk about " God's Fatherhood," till you
know what it is, and how to distinguish it from the
fatherhood of self-willed flesh�religious flesh.
Until you have become a woman in Christ, you
will know hardly anything, spiritually and divinely,
of the Fatherhood of God. Any other kind of know
ledge on this subject is only lies, imagination, and
vanity.
As yet you have hardly come to the meekness
and gentleness of a loving babe at the breast.
In love,
W.B.S.
86
8g.
THE OLD NATURE AND THE NEW.
27. 6. 78.
"I suppose you hold that when God gives the
new nature really, the old is always subject to it.
Is this so? And do you think that these people
never sin, or make mistakes ?
"
The answer that you ask to these questions will
be most profitably given by speaking from the things
as they exist in reality, rather than by meeting the
propositions as put by you.
It would be sufficient to meet your questions by
the following simple statements, but not perhaps so
full and satisfactory to your mind.
" You hold that ... the old is always subject to it."
No : not " is," but " may be." Do these people
never sin, or make mistakes? They need not sin,
nor make any sinful mistakes.
This, however, is meagre : we will look these
things in the face, therefore, as they really are.
When the babe, of which God is the Father, is
born, and, by the Holy Ghost, with loving awe and
reverential fear, breathes out, My Father, from that
moment, if there be watchfulness and an abiding in
the measure of Christ imparted, the living child may
have dominion, and the creature may be kept from
sin: but the body of sin, probably, not being yet
altogether dead with Christ, there may, and possibly
will, be some failure, through unwatchfulness or
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ignorance, before establishment in God is known.
When, however, manhood in Christ is attained, and
many deaths with Christ have, by the power of
God, been passed through, it is as easy as breathing
the vital air, to live without sinning, or making sin
ful mistakes, it being always understood that watch
fulness towards the Father, and a constant abiding
in Christ, are to be maintained.
Most of your objections will vanish into thin air,
as the truth is known in its clearness. For instance,
there is no selfishness arising from entering into
Rest. The true Rest is of God's appointment, and
is in itself an infinite, though quiet, activity. It is
only the fulfilment of the Law by love, for which a
rich provision is made in the Gospel. But when
love is perfect as to its quality, it may not be entire
as to its measure. It were as easy to huddle up
the sun and his beams into a bandbox, as to put
into language the infinite spiritual Teachings of a
perfect love growing up into its entirety. When
love is perfect as to quality, that is, when the object
loved has perfectly put out all rivals, so that there
is not the slightest contention felt in the innermost
recesses of the spirit, this does not extinguish the
infinite heavings, heart -flames, and interior love-
buffetings, which may be felt in rising into the vast-
ness of the love of the Beloved. This is something
more excellent than can be uttered, and the attain
ment of it will make eternity appear as a day.
Then, again, one who loves God perfectly, gives
out a love of the highest quality to every creature
that He has made, but especially so in the conjugal
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and parental relationships. How can it be other
wise? He that said, Thou shalt love Him with all
thy heart, and mind, and soul, and strength, and
gives to His own the power easily to do so, also
added, And thy neighbour as thyself.
Ah, dear soul, no more need be said. There is a
witness in your own bosom that will make it as
plain as two and two, if, by divine favour, you go
in to win.
W.B.S.
90.
TRIBULATION.
5- 7- 78.
Ah, dear soul, that is it. A little comfort and
light from above makes all easy. Bear all the turn
ings of His hand patiently. This tribulation is only
to fit the spirit to receive more of Himself.
Bend to everything in His will, and then you will
find in Him more than all that you have ever thought
of, and something far better and sweeter than has
ever entered into the conceptions of your heart.
W.B.S.
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91.
"PRAYERS" IN SELF-WILL.
12. 7. 78.
******
Don't forget that the highest form of religion, and
the most impassioned " prayers," when brought forth
in self-will, are an abomination.
W.B.S.
92.
SELF-WILLED RELIGION.
14. 7. 78.
There is no heart to answer your questions.
They savour more of trashy religious books, or
" pious
" nicknacks, than of a heart entirely given
up to God.
They indicate to the opened eye a disposition
rather to make a religion for God, than to take Him
and His love, at all costs, for religion.
There is a dread here of religious people, when
they are somewhat clever, but not whole-hearted:
a fear of giving them knowledge which they may
abuse, and which will set their tongues agoing about
things which they do not really understand.
It is sad work to see well-bred, intelligent people,
as swift as a hart in natural love and self-willed
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religion, but as slow and awkward as a tortoise in
giving up all for that which is spiritual and divine.
It is time to give over pretending to swim, but taking
care to have one foot, at least, on the bottom.
When you are ready to launch away, sink or
swim, into the ocean of divine love, taking freely
to the cross, and giving up this half-hearted trimming
and self-willed religion, you will find a true friend
here.
Now, dear soul, take care before you answer this,
or you will probably send a sharp box on the ear,
and cast the writer off for ever, injuring yourself
rather than
W.B.S.
93-
NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE.
14. 7. 78.
In this your time of trouble, do become prudent
and submissive in the things of God.
You talk about "prayer," at times, as though the
blessed God were to be feared, yet at the same
time twisted about to suit the will of the creature.
Now, dear child, it is not so. The most excellent,
powerful, and effectual prayer that ever was, or
ever will be, offered, either in time past or to come,
was and is�Not my Avill, but thine be done.
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Everything short of this is rebellion and wicked
ness, however backed up with religiousness and
self-righteousness. When you have come to this
point, you may safely and lovingly trust Him, for
He will take care that all things work together for
good : but if you won't bend to this by His grace,
tribulation and anguish await you.
With love,
W.B.S.
94.
DIVINE VISITATIONS.
19. 7. 78.
Experience indicates that when a true lover of
God is about to meet with trials and temptations,
somewhat out of the ordinary way, the divine
Monitor often brings a wave of sweetness, or a
covering of peace, over the spirit, to help and cheer
on the way.
The excellence of these visitations may be safely
estimated by the favourable influence which they
have, in increasing the meek and lowly love of God
in the deepest recesses of the heart.
W.B.S.
92 WALKING WITH GOD.
95-
THE MAN-SENT AND THE SENT OF GOD.
21. 7. 78.
It is one thing to do religious things upon general
religious principles, as deduced by reason from the
Scriptures, but another to do the will of God, made
known by the divine Monitor. Many self-willed,
talented, religious hypocrites can do the former, but
none but those chosen of God and Sent can do the
latter.
The confident appeals of self-appointed or man-
sent "workers" to the divine approbation and favour
are nauseous to the spiritual heart, and an abomina
tion to the blessed God. * * *
W.B.S.
96.
WALKING WITH GOD.
29. 7. 78.
Yes : very dear soul, they who are born of God
are divinely inclined to walk with Him in watchful
ness, gentleness, and patience, courageously. In so
doing they will have such openings and inward
encouragements of the Holy Spirit as will help them
from one degree of power and inward glory to
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another, according to the mind and good pleasure of
the Father.
This is the tried and safe way, which will bring
through all spiritual exigencies whatever, into the
full possession of that kingdom, which is righteous
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Amen.
W.B.S.
97.
"MEEKER THAN MAN."
6. 8. 78.
Dear ,
Whether the warning which you had the other
morning was from a good, bad, or indifferent,
source, it is worthy of consideration.
When you think of the liveliness of your genius,
which enables you very quickly to lay hold on any
truth put before you, it may be worth while weigh
ing whether you do not at times begin to defend
such truth, and even to correct others, who lack the
knowledge thereof, before the substance of the same
has been brought forth in yourself.
This was a failing of � . � .'s, which eventually
rendered him unfit for the Master's service. He laid
his hands on his fellow-servants before he had him
self the possession of the treasure which he con
tended for.
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If you remember the few words that slipped off
the pen the other day towards you, they also seem
to point in the same direction. ' ' In speaking or
writing about these things, there needs holy watch
fulness and divine circumspection."
Very dear soul, the cure for all this, if it has any
real existence, is to sink into the centre of the heart
of your Beloved, not in word, but in deed, dying
daily to all that is not of Him, and watching lovingly
for those heavenly breezes, which come as they will
and when they will, and bring the power to ask for
and have whatever you want.
They that carry a fiery and sharp sword for God
in their hand ought to be the meekest of all men,
yea, meeker than man. But this meekness, and all
supernatural gifts and graces, come only with love.
Therefore, dear soul, think of this, and live for
nothing but it.
He that loves perfectly, watches perfectly, and
walks perfectly. Therefore, get love and with it
you get everything. God is Love.
THE WAY TO PERFECT LOVE.
14. 8. 78.
"Ah, that perfect Love, how can it be expedited?"
One help towards perfect Love is constantly to
receive all things as from Him, especially bitter and
W.B.S.
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unpleasant things ; and to be heartily thankful for
them, they being, probably, the richest blessings in
disguise.
Another is to maintain an even mind, whether on
the Cross, or on Mount Tabor ; and to be more
watchful in the latter place than the former, if it be
right to make any difference.
But there is something deeper than all this. Love
is a fruit of the Spirit, a divine mystery, and of God.
It is His gift : in a sense it is Himself. Walk, there
fore, before Him, as though you would win Him
altogether to yourself: and yet never pretend to
anything like bringing a reach over Him by con
stancy, good behaviour, &c, &c. There is some
thing so infinitely great, and unutterably noble and
free, in Him, speaking after the manner of men, that
anything approximating to self - righteousness lies
nearly at the bottom of all abominations.
On the other hand, woe to him or her who walks
loosely, or lightly, or presumptuously, before Him.
A sharp and bitter rod awaits such ; or they may
stumble into a fool's paradise, walking in vain imagi
nations, or have for their portion spiritual poverty
and unrest all their days.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
96
gg.
"BENEVOLENT" LYING.
19. 8. 78.
A friend called the other day and left a book to
be read. It is called "Work among the Lost."
Yesterday, while looking through it, a dangerous
lie was met with�dangerous, because it embodies
in itself one of the great spiritual deceits of these
latter days�that is, that all men, as they are born
into the world, are sons of God. This is flatly con
trary to the facts of Scripture, and the mystery of
the kingdom of God. The Scriptures say clearly
that, after man fell, he begot children in his own
likeness, not in the likeness of God, righteousness
and true holiness. The great and heavenly Doctor
of the kingdom has also said, except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God : and all
who have been thus born from above, and by the
Eternal Father have been Christed with Christ, know
that God can be truly called Father only by that
new nature given in regeneration�that is, by the
new creature born of God, the babe of God, or, if
you will, the Christ of God.
But at page 72 of the above book
" Simple human
love and human sympathy" are called "the Christ
in us ;
"
which, spiritually and divinely considered,
is a sad lie.
Thousands may have human love and sympathy,
who have not Christ in them.
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What can be more dangerous than to tell people
such a lie as this? It may be the means of getting
their money in a "benevolent" cause, but this is
not much, when it is done in such a way as to
endanger by spiritual deceit the salvation of the soul.
The whole of the work done and doing among
the lost women won't wipe out this dangerous lie :
neither will it hinder those who are truly born of
God from seeing that he, or she, who wrote it, and
those who circulate it, are blind leaders of the blind,
and not sent of God, but working in a religious
mystery of iniquity.
No lie is of the Truth.
W.B.S.
IOO.
DAILY BREAD WITH BITTER HERBS.
10. 9. 78.
Dear ,
Some days back it was on the mind here to send
you a few words of cheer : but, that you might have a
richer blessing immediately from above, they were
restrained. It is well to comfort and love one another,
but, if possible, it is better to grow in Him and His
Love.
When you have to eat your daily bread with bitter
herbs, and are beset with trying insinuations and
dryness of soul, that is the time to behave yourself,
to be steady and mum before Him.
H
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Keep one thing always before you, gently and
sweetly, if you will, but strongly : Him, a thousand
fold before everything and everybody. Then, the
bitter herbs and other matters will do no harm, but
good : they will prepare you for more of Himself.
Ah, my soul : ah, my spirit : what shall be said
or done in His praise ?
W.B.S.
IOI.
PRECEPTS OF MAN ACCEPTED AS THE
WILL OF GOD.
13. 10. 78.
You say
" there is something that seems inscrutable
about such cases " [David Brainerd, Wm. Bramwell,
&c.]. So there is. The facts, however, appear simply
thus : they had allowed a definite idea of duty, as the
will of God, to take possession of their minds, and
were thus never led, strongly, to suspect the line
of action, into which they had been drawn by the
precepts of man, to be the cause of their interior
trouble and uncertainty.
Their general sincerity and true-heartedness God-
ward brought consolation at times, but never that
settled and immovable peace, which doing the will
of God in all things brings about.
When anyone is favoured from above, so as to
get rid of these human notions, formed in the will
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through ignorance, false teaching, and self-will, the
path of love and light becomes smooth as oil, and
sweeter than frankincense.
Amen.
W.B.S.
102.
FROM "RELIGION" TO GOD.
? 10. 78.
Dear � . � .,
A few words must be written to you, though they
should cause you to say in your heart�" Oh, that
great, strong, robust creature, he ought to be ashamed
ofhimself, persecuting a poor, delicate, sickly widow."
Do, dear soul, sink out of the wretched religious
cant of the day about the Lord and His people right
into Himself, and take nothing for granted, but what
He seals home to your heart by the internal movings
of His Love. The Scriptures are not God and Christ :
they are at best only a medium: pass through them
into the abyss of divine Good that moved holy men to
write them.
Long with all your heart and soul to be perfectly
united to Him, and entirely separated from all that
is not of Him. If you do this sincerely, and with
hopefulness and faith, to the full extent of your present
capacity, your weakness and sickness will, in a
remarkable measure, pass away, and you will become
H 2
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"
a better woman every way than ever you were in
your life. With the blessed God for your husband,
what shall be able to stand against you ? It is known
that it must be a fearful thing to a woman's heart
to lose a tender, loving partner ; but if you consider
rightly, and act wisely, in the course of a year or two
you may find that, by the Grace of God, you are
the gainer, and not the loser. Yes : and all this
quite in keeping with your husband's best desires
for yourself and for his children.
Now, dear soul, take this to heart, and do not put it
off with some general good resolutions, which will
vanish like the early dew. There is something of
infinite importance to you hanging upon the reception
which you give to this call of God, given by His
servant in all tenderness.
W.B.S.
103.
''PLYMOUTHISM."
1. 11. 78.
* * * That text of Hebrews ["not for
saking the assembling of ourselves together "] is as
good for the Papists as for the Plymouths. The
question is, upon what evidence of the divine power
or heavenly manifestation was their meeting together
begun or bottomed, and upon what amount of the
same evidence is it continued?
QUAKER " PRINCIPLES."�EARTHLY RESTS. IOI
If is really hungry after God, she will soon
discover that this people in their assemblies give
the lie to the Holy Ghost in her heart, and she will
be called on to decide between the two. If they gain
her over, she will become, little by little, a prim,
formal, hypocrite, spiritually and divinely considered,
like themselves : full of sin and misery in themselves,
really, but purer than Seraphs in the Lord, in imagin
ation.
Alas, alas, without power, without life, without
love, that is, the love of the Spirit ; but full of that
maudlin talk, and fleshly love, which an ignorant,
selfish, soul has, for the time being, towards those
who do him a service.
Ah, dear one, sink into the whole of His love,
and when you are all His, and He is all yours, all
will be well.
W.B.S.
IO4.
QUAKER "PRINCIPLES." EARTHLY RESTS.
4. 11. 78.
Dear ,
Be thankful that the wind and waves are down a
little, and that you are brought under circumstances,
which, if rightly improved, will bring you nearer and
nearer to the Beloved of souls. The past troubles
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were to teach you not to take too much for granted
upon the bottom of "principles" only, without going
through the depths of trial and tribulation, which
mostly, at one time or another, accompany the new
birth, and growth to manhood in Christ, of the soul.
It is better as it has been than that you should make
a sort of half-and-half Paradise upon earth with the
help of natural love and conjugal endearments. These
things are innocent in their right place and measure,
but must always be felt to be the mere straw and
packing of the heavenly treasure, which is contained
in the earthen vessel. You will never find the true
rest, till your heart and soul are perfectly united to
Him, and entirely separated from all that is not of
Him.
Live for this, , and you will always have a
friend in
W.B.S.
You were told, it is believed, that you would find
quite as much difficulty with those Derbyshire Quakers,
as the others. Cleave to the Beloved, : cleave
to the Beloved. There is little else on earth that
is trustworthy at this day.
io3
io5.
LIVING WATER, AND STOLEN.
9. 11. 78.
Since reading your book, it has been on the mind,
at intervals, to put a question or two to you, for your
personal enlightenment, though without any sanguine
hope of a good result. Indeed, if you were told the
very secret thoughts of the heart, they ran at first
in this channel�what is the use of drawing upon a
bag of sawdust, or a sack of deadmen's bones ? How
ever, as there is yet a little kindly leaning of the
heart and mind towards you, here are the questions.
The Scriptures of truth, in which you profess to
believe, record that Christ said, "He that believeth
on Me, . . . out of his belly shall flow rivers of
LIVING WATER."
Do you realize this ? If not, how long are you to be
working up a righteousness of your own, by muddling
with the Scriptures before you do ?
Don't evade the question, for your own sake.
Living water, bubbling up and flowing forth, is the
question to be settled with yourself ; not Scriptures
stolen for private use, or given forth to others as
the Word of God.
Living water is something fresh from the divine
fountain every day : altogether another matter from
stolen waters from old cisterns, however sweet they
may appear for the moment.
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Living water washes away the corruption, and
brings health and newness of life : yea, it makes all
new. Stolen waters, no matter from what cistern,
heal up falsely, if at all, and leave the disease, at
its root, untouched, having no power to give newness
of life.
W.B.S.
106.
CONTRADICTING CHRIST. TO THE SAME.
17. 11. 78.
How true it is that Pharisees are generally hypo
crites : and what a lively example of this truth you
may find in yourself.
Here you are, mumbling about the Scriptures, and
making a profession of being happily prepared for
death, and yet, when a passage of Scripture is given,
which would rightly lead you to doubt all this, you
start up like a warrior, with a drawn sword, and
giving a deadly thrust at the speaker's head or heart,
at the same time treat his ears with something like
the lie direct.
The speaker, Jesus Christ, said, If any man believe
&c. lively spiritual fruitfulness will follow. You say,
that " in many cases there may be a genuine saving
belief in Christ without any result which would at
all justify
" the words of Christ.
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Alas, alas for you. So you know so well the nature
of the kingdom of God, that you feel yourself justified
in venturing within a hair's breadth of giving the
heavenly Doctor of the kingdom the lie direct to
His face.
Thou blind Pharisee and hypocrite, where art thou
going to ? Awake, awake, that Christ may give thee
light.
W.B.S.
IO7.
DYING OUT OF ALL THINGS.
1. 12. 78.
Ah, dear one, remember that, as you die out of all
things visible and movable, you will rise into those
that are invisible and immovable, and eternal.
W.B.S.
108.
UNITED TO HIM.
5. 12. 78.
Yes: to be infinitely united to Him, and entirely
separated from all that is not of Him, will do. In that
we shall be one for ever: one in Him, and in that
Love which He is, and which is unutterable.
Dear one, be infinitely true and pure towards Him.
W.B.S.
io6 TO HANNAH HALL, OHIO.
109.
THE WAY TO THE TRUE RESTING-PLACE.
7. 12. 78.
Dear ,
You will never find true peace before passing
through submission and judgment into reconciliation
with God, and, in the light of His countenance, receiv
ing such dippings into His Spirit, as shall cause you
naturally and constantly to love Him with all your
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength.
This, dear soul, must be the tower of your strength.
In Him only you will find a resting-place for your
spirit, which will meet every exigency of your nature,
for time and eternity.
The blessed God knows what you need for time,
and for ever, infinitely better than yourself.
Ah, dear soul, let Him be your all. All is vanity
without Him.
W.B.S.
no.
TO HANNAH HALL, OHIO.
[ON A PREACHING JOURNEY AMONG FRIENDS IN
ENGLAND ?]
14. 12. 78.
Hannah,
The following is a faithful copy of a communication
sent to a young Friend a day or two ago. The writer
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does not hold with smiting behind the back ; therefore
sends the copy to you.
(Copy.)
4 4 You must not stumble at these things : they are
used by divine favour to try the faith of the true-
hearted in this day of universal apostasy.
44 The case is simple enough, when known. Your
father and others are zealous for the truth, but it
is from the head rather than from Christ in the heart :
therefore, when any green or forward prophet comes,
they, not having the light of true elders or strong men
in Christ, are distressed between two smoky fires,
their own fears of rejecting what may be of God, and
their darkness ofmind and heart as to true judgment.
44 In the meantime the green prophets and themselves
come together, and the fires of nature are blended
with the little sparks of grace that they have, or
rather, for the time being overcome them, and blind
ness and spiritual uncleanness follow.
44 This is the case with Hannah Hall. No doubt at
first she had some power resting upon her: but not
being seasoned in grace, and being prematurely
helped forward by those who were spiritually dark,
when the time of temptation came, there was weak
ness and failure. Her trembling and other such like
manifestations are things that a woman may after
a time slip into quite naturally, and so work the oracle,
when the heavenly Teacher is away, by clap-trap
denunciations and other things generated in the mind,
none of which is anything really from heaven."
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So, dear child, look within yourself first for the
immovable state, wherein flesh and blood are truly
under the power of Almighty Love, and then, if you
have a call, say a word or two, within the compass of
your own measure of that which is eternal.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
III.
THE WAY TO AN IMMOVABLE STATE.
29. 12. 78.
Mary,
Hold on by the heart of Eternal Love. There is
enough in it for every thing, for all time, and beyond
it. As you are closely united to Him, you will have
wisdom and power for all your varied trials, and
be kept from words, and the social and religious
vanities of this age. Anything less than infinite power
and love will fail you here : so, dear soul, adhere to
Him with all your strength, and heart, and mind, and
soul. If you do, He will imperceptibly bring you into
an immovable state, in which the sun will no more
go down, and the love of His will will be a fountain of
life, flowing forth for ever.
You are not forgotten by
W.B.S.
109
112.
" BRETHRENISM."
16. i. 79.
>
If W.B.S. had a number of the Tracts of which you
have sent one [headed "God says I am saved,"] he
would destroy all but one, which would be kept to
prove by testimony the false and pernicious nature
of Brethrenism.
The whole drift of the Tract is to lead the unwary
to believe a false proposition�He that believeth is
saved. There is nothing like this in the Scriptures,
but everything to guard against such a trap of the
devil. The nearest text to it is one that refers to
believers, not seeking sinners�He that believeth on
the Son hath eternal life. But to fence such texts
as these, there are others from the same writer�
Every one that believeth that Jesus is the Christ
hath been born of god. So it is clear to the opened
eye that there is no true faith prior to a birth from
above ; or, in other words, that all true faith is a fruit
of the Spirit, and is not bottomed in the will of man,
though it carries the will ofman alongwith it.
Now, whether this poor child was deceived by the
blind guide that wrote the tract, and was made happy
by a flame of the flesh and devil, is a question that we
are not called upon to decide. One thing we know of
a certainty, that there are hundreds of living persons
deluded into a false faith by such lying tracts as this :
(of this their carnal life gives abundant evidence:)
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therefore it were the height of folly to give them away
under any pretext whatever. Every plant that my
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.
Enclosed with this is a " Letter to the Quakers,''
which may be of service to you and the clever
Plymouth, and throw some further light on the sub
ject: also one called " True and false conversion."
W.B.S.
"3-
THE CHILD OF HEAVEN.
21. I. 79.
******
The sense which you had of his state might have
led you to say�Don't suffocate the babe of glory
by any Quakerly aspirations, which have a root in
high religious flesh : don't run before the heavenly
Guide. If you desire perfect love, give the child of
heaven fair play, and he will soon discover the divinity
of his birth by turning away from all other food
but the sincere milk of the Word, and after that he
will take to eating strong meat. Then, little by little,
the Father will uncover His beauty and glory, in
measure, in him, so as to leave powerless that which
oppresses, and to bring the heir into full liberty,
perfect love and power.
W.B.S.
THE WAY TO DO GOOD IN THE WORLD. Ill
114.
PATIENT BEARING OF TEMPTATIONS.
5- 2. 79-
Dear ,
Bear temptations patiently, meekly, passively, long-
sufferingly : it is as sweet incense to the Beloved,
wljjenr you do. Temptations make way for more and
more of Himself. Nothing is known more certainly
than this by W.B.S. In proportion as a Saint passes
from under temptation in his own will, he passes
out of God.
Interior trials, well borne, by divine favour, make
a good soldier, pure lover, and wise man.
W.B.S.
H5-
THE WAY TO DO GOOD IN THE WORLD.
10. 2. 79.
* * * Never say, enough, till all is clean
and sweet within. This is where most who see
through the apostasy fail : they forget the old proverb,
First cast out the beam, &c. : or, if they do not forget
it altogether, they take up with a rest which falls short
of the perfect day.
Now, my son, set it down as a truth, clear as that
you are a living creature, that the way to do good
in the world, and to get right into the divine mind,
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is, so to live with God in the centre of your heart,
night and day, that there are neither clouds above,
nor muddiness within. Then, if He needs you to do
anything for Him, you will be ready, without shuffling
or shamefacedness.
If He chooses otherwise�that you should live a
more retired life, wrapped up in the divine heart
of Love�be content. He knows what is best.
There are young spirited Quakers all over theworld
of Protestantism, who, though they mean well, make
little or nothing out, for want of this solidity of heart
in God.
One true lover, entirely redeemed from himself and
the world, is more precious to the blessed One than
thousands of orthodox Quakers without holy love
entirely in the ascendant.
W.B.S.
116.
EVERYTHING AS GOOD AS DEAD.
17. 2. 79.
Dear � . � . ,
There is a single line in that "faithful letter to the
Quakers," which, so far as you personally are con
cerned, seems to make all the rest comparatively of
little use, or, if this be not rigidly correct, at any
rate the line embodies in itself the seed and divine
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substance of the whole : so that, if you, by divine
favour, realize it in yourself, everything else will
become easy and plain.
The line is�" They lost the life that they had in
these earthly things." Now, , it is all wrapped
up here. This is the point at which you must aim
with all your heart. The only true " Seraphical
Doctor" of the kingdom, Jesus Christ, has clearly
taught this, and every man or woman that has passed
into the City of Peace knows it.
Everything but ONE, that is, God, must be as good
as dead. He must be loved with all the heart, mind,
soul, and strength. But to do this perfectly, there
must have been a divine and spiritual circumcision,
and new creation, which only one has power to effect.
Now, my son, do not look out : everything as good
as dead: the Society [of Friends] and its prophets
included, good books as well as sweet faces or pretty
children, or silver or gold, or anything whatever in
earth or heaven�angels, wives, lovers or prophets.
So keep your eye on this point, and never take up a
rest in anything short of it. After that life that has
its portion in these things is gone, all will be com
paratively as easy as breathing the vital air : short
of this, all will amount to little more than a game
at push-pin.
Be of good courage, my son: it is a prize worth
winning.
W.B.S.
U4
117-
PLAINNESS OF REPROOF.
26. 3. 79.
When that eye is opened in you which God alone
can open, you will find out that what appears to you
now "abuse" in the "Letters" is. equally true,
and as acceptable to Him, as the most choice and
ravishing bits which are after your own heart.
Don't you see that it was equal plainness in. the
prophets, Christ, and the Apostles, that brought them
to cruel and ignominious deaths ? Take Christ for
example, and you will find that He exceeded the
"Letters" . in plainness of reproof, and that it was
aimed at the religious men of His day.
The prophets, Christ and the Apostles, and every
man who is called of. God to speak for Him, are
actuated by the self-same Spirit.
Those who pretend to work for God " to the^ best of
their abilities and up to their lights," without a clear
call and divine fitness, are Mars and false prophets, no
matter how lovely the sheep's clothing upon their
backs may appear to the religious natural eye.
W.B.S.
H5
n8.
THE AUSTERE CHRIST.
28. 3. 79.
How inconsequent and, it might be said, mad you
are with self-will and pride of heart.
You say, your God teaches that we are to
" speak
the truth in love."
Well : did not Christ do so, when He spoke of a
generation of vipers, and of the blind leading the blind
into the ditch ; and also when He referred to
" dogs,"
and "swine," and false prophets in sheep's clothing ;
and taught further that many should seek to enter in,
but should not be able ?
Now, if Christ be not in you, ye are reprobates :
and, if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of His. But the faithful are members of His
flesh and of His bones. Christ is a holy mystery, and
cannot be divided : so, as He spoke, so will His
members speak, for they are all led by the same
Spirit.
Of course those Infidels and proud Christian Phari
sees, who will have only half of Christ, that is, the
" amiable Christ," and not the austere Christ, would
divide Him, to suit their own ends and self-will : but
the Spirit of the Father forbids this, and cries out
against it by all those in whom He dwells� that is,
in the year 1879.
W.B.S.
1 2
u6
ng.
THE RELIGION OF CHRIST. THE STRAIT
GATE.
3i- 3- 79-
You must, if you will, digest that of the 28th.
There is a mystery in it which you have not as yet
got hold of. The religion of Christ is a holy life
within, brought forth by the Holy Spirit, from which,
as from a living fountain, flows forth, under the holy
fear and watchfulness, all that is good, holy, and true,
easily and sweetly.
Christ and His members are one : divinely one.
If thine hand offend thee, cut it off: or begin with
lesser things, and die with Christ on the Cross.
What would you have W.B.S. to do ? The mystery,
by divine grace and favour, is livingly opened in
him : would you have him to lie in the face of God, in
order to bring over to himself a few sentimental first-
birth hypocrites, to do evil that good may come, to
shut himself up again from the heavenly light in
fleshly loves and hopes and fears, to be neither hot
nor cold, so that he may be "spued out of His
mouth " ? Think again and again, yea, seven times
over again and again, ere you join your poor soul
longer to such folly as this.
What Christ said was true, Strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, and few there be that find it.
Why is this ? Because, though they cry, Lord, Lord,
they will not throw their trumpery holiness and first-
birth sanctity out of the window, or trample it under
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foot, and come to the measure of Christ in themselves,
as a little child, so that the holy One of God may
be brought forth in them by the Father, through the
Holy Ghost, to the growth of a young man and father
in Christ: in which holy light and life they would
as easily see who stands in the first-birth or " repro
bate" life, and who stands in the holy and heavenly
life, as they breathe the vital air.
W.B.S.
120.
THROUGH DEATH ONLY AN ENTRANCE
INTO LIFE.
19. 4. 79.
Dear � . � . ,
The Lord loveth a cheerful giver. A little matter
is on the mind for you, bearing upon receiving an
increase of "faith and courage," though there is some
thing like an inclination to be excused from speaking
of it. Here, however, is the substance of it.
The spiritual gifts of this day, as the rule, are not
received from above as a poor man receives a gift
from one that is rich, but mostly result from an in
creased unity or oneness of spirit with the blessed
Spirit of God.
But this increased unity or oneness is brought about
through tribulations, and death to all that is not of
God. So he that asks for an increase of this or that
divine good, asks in reality to die with Christ on the
1 1 8 "NO CROSS: NO CROWN."
cross, that he may enter into a life wherein is no lack
of any good thing, though there may be a continual
intermitting hunger and thirst after more and more
nearness to, and love of, the Beloved.
Many sincere persons spend years before they attain
this knowledge, and so waste a great portion of their
time in uncertain action for the attainment of the true
good. Of course this knowledge is not the substance
of the mystery, but it gives the seeker an opportunity
of counting the cost of the precious jewel that he
is looking after, and also of acting wisely in his
efforts to possess it.
It is only through death that there is an abundant
entrance into life. When in this life, there is grace
for all that has to be done in obedience to divine calls,
and also wisdom to abstain from all that is not of God,
however high and excellent it may appear in a re
ligious way.
There : that is all.
Ybu know the rule : we must do as we are bid, and
then follows an income of peace.
In love,
W.B.S.
121.
"NO CROSS: NO CROWN."
22. 4. 79.
Dear ,
The battle is the Lord's : so you must not depend
upon anything but Him, and the measure of His power
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revealed. Neither must you allow
44 holy " self to be
too much interested, or your zeal and loving-kindness
will overrun that of your Maker, which, though it may
seem to be a religious and profitable line of things,
will end in little more than turmoil and smoke. No,
my son, don't send any of that
44 No cross, no crown."
The end of this piece ought to have been much nearer
to the beginning of it. He that is born of God need
not sin, and will not, if he abides in Christ : neither
will he, if he 'be< faithful to his divine1 geniture, set
about writing such1puling, 44 holy" stuff as this. Can
you find anything like this in George Fox, J. Burrough,
F. Howgill, or J. Burnyeat? 44 Little " James Parnell,
though he died when only a very young man, would
have thrown it on the fire.
In love,
W.B.S.
122.
THE CROSS.
24. 4. 79.
Dear ,
So join in with the 44 inward groaning
" of the spirit,
as not to grieve the Giver of it : that is, be watchful
and attentive to it, but do not let your womanly heart
and nature overrun it, or go beyond it, or attach any
specific ideas to it. He that has stirred it up within
you will lead you on, if you thus be faithful to Him.
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The " death to all " which you desire will be
brought about by the Cross�any cross which the
divine Bridegroom may bring upon you, little or great,
outward or inward. As the rule, the patient bearing
of all crosses, in the spirit of "Not my will, but Thine,
be done," will bring into every degree of inward
glory, and everlasting Peace.
Remember the golden rule�neither run before, nor
lag behind.
He will allow you to call Him by loving names, and
to give expression to the hidden fires of your heart
and spirit; but in all this, dear soul, be careful that
the human does not overtop the divine. The pure
hidden fire is what His heart loveth. Meekness of
heart is the assay-mark of heaven.
The " Flesh" doubtless embraces everything which
pertains to mind and body, as developed in the natural
or first-birth man.
"Death to all" means such a predominance of the
divine life over the natural, that none of the faculties,
passions, or appetites, brings dulness over the hidden
union between the Bridegroom and bride ; which union
if you be faithful, will grow deeper and brighter to the
perfect day.
Very dear soul, Farewell.
W.B.S.
121
123-
TRIALS AND ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION.
18. 5. 79.
It is on the mind to say a word or two about
trials which bring a strain upon submission and the
will.
The way to overcome all this is, in childlike de
pendence upon the Holy One, at once to go right
under anything presented to the mind, either by God,
angels, men, or devils, by an absolute submission
thereto, in the cross ; losing sight of all consequences,
by casting them at once upon the Father, the omni
potent burden-bearer, and believing that He will, if
necessary, give grace to bear them.
Almost every bit of this kind of trial is to bring
the heart and soul into active submission and healthy
spiritual action, and, when this is brought about, to
pass away and be forgotten for ever.
These harrowing pictures of futurity, and of past
fatuity perhaps, are projected upon the mind's tablet
under divine permission, and often by His direction
also, just to give those who profess to love Him
entirely an opportunity of knowing exactly how matters
stand, and how really dependent the creature is, and
always will be, upon a continual now of divine good
from the divine life and heart.
" Only believe : all things are possible to him that
believeth."
In love,
W.B.S.
" God never yet forsook at need
The soul that trusted Him indeed."
122
124.
THE SCRIPTURES. CROTCHETS. SECTS.
19. 5. 79.
Dear ,
Those letters which you sent were forwarded by
post. They were read with pleasure. At the same
time, there were little hopes that your, correspondents
would be able to receive them, or the truths that were
embodied in them. Brethrenism is indeed a pernicious
heresy from the divine power,, and makes its abettors
and dupes thorough, in and out, Pharisees.
That passage of Scripture which you quote appears
strong in the wrong direction, if there be not due
weight given to the latter part of it� " through faith
which is in Christ fesus." This gives it all the force
necessary the other way. When David said, " Thy
word is a lantern," there is no proof that he meant
the written word of the Law* but every reason to
believe that he spoke of that living Word which
was nigh in his heart, and from which, or by which,
he wrote and spoke of the things of God.
If: there is anything in Hahn, which carries, forward
in the power which is of God, it may well be taken as
a relish or help, but as to his (notions of universal
restoration, if rightly looked into, they will doubtless
be found to be bottomed upon natural deductions,
rather than a true divine revelation, which carries
with it a complete assurance, and satisfactory demon
stration, in the divine power. At any rate, anything
on this subject met with the last twenty-five years
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has been of this character. If he was called to bring
people back to the divine power, it is probable that
this about restoration may be a crotchet infused into
his head by the enemy of all good, to lessen the
authority of his mission, and to bring a cloud over his
own, and other people's, minds. This has invariably
been the result observed here, when this and kindred
subjects have become a hobby.
Nothing is safe, in divine things, but such as stand
out in full power and sweetness to the regenerate
mind, without any special pleading, or first-birth
tampering. When doubtfulness is present, the thing
should be turned away from, or lightly esteemed.
The factors which enter into any subject that is
truly infinite, are so entirely out of the reach of the
human mind, that a wise man is justified in refusing
to meddle, unless impelled thereto by the Holy Ghost,
in a manner which precludes all doubt.
In all your difficulties about the children, or meet
ings, or salutations, or removing to America, or any
other matter, the safe way is to do nothing doubtful,
and to adhere to the will of God in everything, as
it is manifested in the Cross. They that believe truly,
and in the Holy Ghost, do not make haste. Ninety-
nine out of every hundred errors which are, or have
been, committed, you will find to have originated in
following self-will, or self, in the place of the will
Of the blessed and ever to be adored Lord God.
Before any society can be formed, there must be
a Clear intimation to that effect from above. If you
ask yourself or any other living man, if he has had
sliCh an intimation, you will find no solid answer
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forthcoming. Societies are mostly bottomed in flesh.
He that is faithful to God in his own heart and soul,
and cultivates the divine love to the utmost of the
divine leadings, will be guided, providentially, into
what is most agreeable to the divine Will, in an
imperceptible manner. This is all, on this point, that
you will attain to at this day. Sects are too numerous
already. When anyone proposes what he considers
to be a divine call to the formation of a "Church,"
then it will be soon enough to examine the character
of the revelation.
In love,
W.B.S.
!25-
A LETTER TO WILLIAM BOOTH,
THE " GENERAL
"
OF THE SO-CALLED " SALVATION ARMY."
25- 5- 79-
William,
Do mind what you are about, if it be not too late.
Have you forgotten that they that do evil that good
may come are liable to condemnation ?
You are doing this through thick and thin, not so
much by any specific actions as in the whole drift and
spirit of your life ; though your actions to the opened
eye�that eye opened of God in all who are truly born
of Him, and who are sent by Him�bespeak your
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internal or spiritual generation to be of the flesh, and
in the will ofman ; not of God by the indwellingWord
of His Power.
A man of God could no more pretend to set up the
kingdom of God in the spirit which pervades your
public works, as the "General of the Salvation
Army," than he could give way to the most loathsome
and wicked deeds of the flesh.
Here it is that you have been netted by the Prince of
Darkness. Holy, hypocritical, high, flesh, inflamed by
self-ends and a corrupt "Christian" Press, has led
you to overrun the will of the blessed God as revealed
in you by His Spirit; and missing your way at this
point, you are running, like a madman, down-hill,
farther and farther from the path of true holiness,
sweetness, and righteousness.
Doubtless at first you, and your immediate assist
ants, may have been helped forward by the theoretical
writings of such men as Finney, who suppose, or
write as though they did so, that the power of God
is at the beck of every man, who can work a syllogism
before Him on his knees with irreverent boldness,
and then jump up, under the impulse of a faith of the
fleshly mind, and take it for granted that he is called
of God to act according to the verbal mission given
to the disciples of old.
Now, however, you have got beyond the " decency
"
generally maintained by these would-be, but mistaken,
apostles, and are going out upon eccentric and sensa
tional lines of your own� logical, perhaps, but none
the less carnal and empty of God for that�into a
land of pitfalls, delusions, and death ; and also are
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raising up, as well as you can, a band of deluded
fanatics, more ignorant than yourself, to accompany
you in this unprofitable, and disgraceful, because
really unholy, work.
True, you plead that by these means you will do
a work that others fail of doing ; but the plea is of
little weight when speaking of a work which professes
to be of God. Papists and Teetotallers can boast
of fruit, but they cannot, as such, show the fruits of
the Spirit, nor, to the unbiassed conscience of the new
man in, Christ, demonstrate their work to be more
than may be accomplished by false religion, or the
wit, wisdom, and self-will, ofman.
False religion never was and never will be good.
All religion is false that is, in its essence, and sub
stance, more ofman than of God. The spirit of your
doings is becoming more and more evidently of the
flesh, and yourselfmore and more a sect-master, and
not of heaven, but of the earth. The Spirit of Truth,
therefore, calls for a warning, that when your day
of judgment sets in, you may not have to plead that
you were not admonished faithfully and in the fear
of God, without jealousy, hypocrisy, or self-ends.
After reading your instructions, &c, to the "Army,"
there is little hope that a man of your possibilities and
self-will, who has gone so far, will be reached by any
arguments; especially when the present carnal state
of religion in the world, and your surroundings for
years, perhaps, are taken into the account.
Nevertheless, this clears not from the responsibility
of doing a duty, made known in the conscience, and
telling you plainly that your "salvation-work" is,
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in the main, of the flesh ; and that the religion you are
organizing will spread spiritual disease, filthiness, and
misery ; and favour, in its ultimate working, atheism
and infidelity ; it being as far from the kingdom of
God as the "death," formality, and hypocrisy in
the regions round about.
Don't forget the sum of this short letter. He that
doeth evil that good may come is liable to condem
nation.
From a lover of God and of all men,
W.B.S.
126.
MAN THE LEADER. THE DIVINE BABE.
27- 5- 79-
Dear � ,
The difference is much greater than you at present
see, or have any notion of.
Wesley, Mahan, the enclosed letter, and the tract
which you sent, make Man the leader. The tracts
which you had here make God alone the salvation
of the soul, and the Leader of the new-born spirit.
First babe, then young man, then father in Christ.
A babe need not sin, if he abides in his measure of,
and in, Christ, and follows on as led by the Holy
Ghost.
After the babe is truly born, the secret of the divine
life is wrapped up in hearing the Shepherd's voice
128 RELIGIOUS TALK, SENTIMENT, AND SONGS.
and following it, through light and darkness, hunger
and cold, bitter and sweet, rough and smooth, till
God is all in all.
Take the experiences of any person of the Wesleyan
notions, and they show weakness to the last, unless
as far as, by divine favour, they have been led out
of the snare of running before and lagging behind.
W.B.S.
127.
RELIGIOUS TALK, SENTIMENT, AND SONGS.
4. 6. 79.
Do, dear soul, let your children know that all reli
gious sentiment, and poetry, and singing, are only
vanity of a high figure, when they in any way take the
place of present communion with God, either in His
judgments in the heart for sin, or under the precious
influence and power of the comforts of the Holy Ghost,
as manifest in the spirit of one born from above.
The great cheat of this age is a religion in which
talk, sentiment, and songs, take the place of the
comforts or judgments of the Father of spirits. There
is a desire here that you and they may be saved
from this prevalent deception, and from those who are
spreading it broadcast in this nation.
W.B.S.
129
128.
PERFECTION FROM THEORY.
n. 6. 79.
Dear ,
Doubtless when the papers come to hand, they may
be looked into, and anything for your good noted.
Probably Mahan is like Wesley, who wrote more
from theory than personal, real knowledge.
When Wesley was driven into a corner by anyone
equally able and fearless as himself, he admitted this
at once, and got out of the fix in this way, by saying
that he needed heat rather than light : being ignorant
of the truth that that light which has not heat embodied
in it is not of the Son, though seemingly so, and there
fore is untrustworthy. His knowledge of this subject
was attained, not from the inward fountain of life in
himself, but from comparing the experiences of devout
people whom he knew in his itinerant work in these
kingdoms�people who had mostly worked the oracle
according to his theory.
It is remarkable that you can hardly find half a dozen
of his preachers, who have maintained anything like a
consistent profession of perfection, according to the
theory which he wrought out, and which is being
set forth, in substance, by others to this day.
This can be satisfactorily accounted for only by the
facts, known to all men truly experienced in the things
of God, that man cannot keep himself alive to God,
and increasing in all the graces of the divine Spirit,
by any amount of light, or heat, or earnestness, or
faith, when these are more of man than of God : and
J
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that God never did, and never will, follow the will
of any man or number of men, or angel, or seraph ;
but He will beautify and glorify and more than satisfy
all those who renounce these "holy" fleshly things,
and take hold of Him as their Saviour, and of His will
alone as their present Paradise and future Heaven.
Out of the belly of these, and these only, flow,
easily and sweetly, rivers of Living Water.
W.B.S.
129-
THE BLACK FLAG.
To the Same.
12. 6. 79.
Dear ,
The papers have come : the eye has been cast over
them, and nothing as yet has been seen in which man
was not in the ascendant.
This, however, is not the business of this note.
You know the old proverb, Short reckonings make
long friends.
Pray tell me, dear soul, why you use 6/<zc&-bordered
paper. If the person who has departed did so in
the faith, one would think that a border of roses
would be the proper symbol, or lilies, if you would
prefer them.
If he or she departed only in a hopeful state, and
symbols must be used, one might suppose that blue is
as near to the colour of rebellion and hell as a wise
man would venture on.
UNSENT MEN WRITING ON DIVINE THINGS. 131
If there was no hope, then it is a fitting case to
cause absolute silence, as there is no appeal against
the righteous judgments of God.
In any circumstances, to hoist the black flag is
altogether unbecoming a man of God, whose every
breath ought, as a gentle zephyr, always, in the time
of trial, to articulate, Thy will be done. If any
man be in Christ Jesus, old things have passed away,
and all things have become new.
W.B.S.
130.
UNSENT MEN WRITING ON DIVINE THINGS.
To the Same.
16. 6. 79.
Dear ,
Herewith you have a page of your publication
["Divine Life"], which, please, return when you
have noted what is written thereon.
If helped by the Spirit of Grace, you will doubtless
catch a sight of the miserable heresy which you and
others are seeking, ignorantly, to propagate on the
face of the earth.
The principal factors of the case are simply these :
unsent or man-sent prophets, preaching a false con
version, and not finding in themselves or others the
fruits of righteousness and holiness proper to a true-
born child of the Father, they ignorantly advance
J2
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other unsound doctrines, which are dishonouring to
God, and unprofitable to man, to bolster up their
work.
The result is that poor ignorant souls are seduced,
and set a-gaping and crying, like Baal's prophets, for
they know not what.
Even Wesley, aided by his surroundings and staff,
would have condemned these things as pernicious and
dangerous. Indeed, nothing would be easier than to
bring a flat contradiction to what you have written on
the page sent, out of his standard writings.
These are some of the fruits of men writing and
speaking on divine things from theory, and not from
the living Word of Truth in the heart.
You may see and feel what it is to fall into the
hands of false prophets. These two " D.D.'s," whom
you call editors, have not light enough, or lack the
disinterested courage, to prevent the publishing of
pernicious lies.
My son, make haste and flee away from these
spiritual mountebanks and horn-blowers of the Prince
of Darkness, as Lot did out of Sodom.
W.B.S.
131-
QUESTIONS ANSWERED.
27. 6. 79.
In answer to your first query it is said, "all" are
wrong in as far as they are " sensational
" and " senti
mental," and are given to the practice of " ritual
" and
QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 133
"verbiage"; which are not of God, and are out
of the life.
To the second : Everything in a religious way is
wrong, which is not done under the immediate unction
or direction of the divine Spirit.
"Bright and Wilberforce" were politicians, not
spiritual men. In the things of God they were blind
guides.
To the third, " How is one to preserve interior
peace?" Get the true interior peace, and He that
gives it, by His presence in the heart, will enable its
possessor to keep it in the face of men and devils.
To the fourth : He that is born of God can read
any book that he is led to by the divine Spirit : if
not led to them, let him let them alone. The heavenly
Father is not a hard master in these matters : He
gives all kinds of wisdom to the meek of heart.
" Do you agree with Molinos ?
" Not in all things ;
but consider him to have been an enlightened man
for his age.
' ' Are we not to enter into peace and salvation by
an act of instant appropriating faith, such as W. E.
Boardman insists on ? " No ; salvation is attained by
faithfully following the Spirit, through judgment, into
perfect victory over all, till HE that justifies says,
Thou art all fair, my love.
"Why are we called upon to believe?" Because
without faith it is impossible to please God. Salvation,
from beginning to end, is by grace through faith,
which faith is a fruit of the Spirit.
In peace,
W.B.S.
134 ONE OBJECT IN VIEW.
132.
PATIENT BEARING.
14. 7. 79.
Dear ,
Bear patiently the Father's hand and all its turnings.
If you do, the time will come when your sun will
no more go down, and His love will be a deep and
constantly flowing river in your heart.
W.B.S.
133-
ONE OBJECT IN VIEW.
16. 7. 79.
Don't let anything turn or draw you on one side.
Keep the one object in view, morning, noon, and
night, and be as sure that He will grant you the
favour, as though you already had it.
When you love Him entirely, with all your heart,
mind, soul, and strength, Salem is gained. Ah, dear
soul, words fail to describe the dignity and sweetness
of this City of Peace.
W.B.S.
135
134-
"SOULISH." TRACT-GIVING. THE CROSS.
28. 7. 79.
The term " soulish," or "soulical," or " soully,"
[\|/y%ixoV] is not only scriptural, but thoroughly
Quakerly. Samuel Fisher, who was a sound and
learned Quaker, used it two hundred years ago. You
need not trouble about the difference between it and
"natural," as they both refer to the same class of
men; that is, such as are under the influence of
the first birth�men of soul�men in whom, as the
rule, the soul is the highest principle of action, in
distinction from those in whom the divine Spirit is the
leading agent. You will see the word explained in
the enclosed tract, where "literally" means exactly
as it is found in the Greek, or as near as one language
can be made to express the meaning of another. So
it is in the four texts named.*
Mind what you are about in joining those scripture
readings : they will lead you away from the heavenly
Guide, who is not dead, neither sleepeth.
When you want to know which is the right tract
to give away to any person, seek light from the Father
of lights, keeping your mind open and cool : and,
*[The following is the note to the tract referred to. Literally, " of the
soul," as found in 1 Cor. ii. 14, 1 Cor. xv. 46, James iii. 15, Jude 19. The
truth is, that " religious " men of this day apply the terms " natural" and
" sensual" to those only who are evidently worldly ; never suspecting that
these words apply to themselves, or that a man may be most religious from
this " soulish " ground alone, planted with the various doctrines or beliefs
that each sect claims as its peculiar excellence above all others.�Ed.]
136 FEAR AND TROUBLE, ETC.
if you don't find liberty, let it alone. The more you
turn from things outward, however good they may
be in themselves, to that which is divine and inward,
the more easy the way of life will become, and the
more gloriously the holy light in the inward places
will shine.
You must die upon the Cross with Christ, out of
everything, until you love God with every grain of
body, soul and spirit, and till He says, Thou art all
fair, my Love�always keeping low.
W.B.S.
135.
FEAR AND TROUBLE HELP TO UNION
WITH GOD.
14. 8. 79.
Dear ,
" Things do not go sweetly yet between me and the
Beloved." Why is it? The cure for this is, in the
power of God, in all conditions to be sweetly quiet,
and holily watchful towards Himself. It may appear
like telling you to be pleasant with your hand in
the flame of a burning lamp ; but in reality it is not so,
for when the "fear" and other misery come over
your spirit, it is then that, by quietness and watch
fulness, you will be able to realize the power of
the Eternal Word to give rest and peace in the heart's
centre. This may not happen immediately, but it
will come, and will increase, if you take the cup�
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every cup�and behave yourself, according to your
measure, like a dear and holy child of the Eternal
Father.
Fear and trouble and interior misery are as neces
sary as inward glory and heavenly joy in the work
of being united to God. When you are really one
with Him, sweet and bitter, rough and smooth, will
be as nearly as possible all one.
W.B.S.
I36.
DEATH WITH CHRIST. "THE SPIRITUAL
COMBAT," &c.
17. 8. 79.
Dear ,
Beware of religious intelligence : beware of feeding
upon the Tree of Knowledge.
You are right when you desire a more and more
complete "breaking down"�to be more and more
"nothing." Only remember, dear soul, that this
means passing through a straiter gate, and a being
brought into a narrower way. In truth, nothing will
do but a real death with Christ on the Cross. This
death will be brought about with more or less pain, in
proportion as there is a real humility and sincerity
of heart, and faithfulness to the leadings of the divine
Spirit.
The defect of " The Spiritual Combat " and such like
books is, that they set the creature a-doing something
HIGH RELIGIOUS FLESH.
to obtain that which is a free gift in Christ to the
humble and contrite heart. They don't preach a new
creation, but how to mend the creature.
The quality of all extraordinary actions is deter
mined by the spirit in which they are wrought, and
the will which lies at the root of them.
Healing by faith, and casting out devils from other
people are not things to be sought after, but done by
the way, under divine guidance. Christ's commission
to Peter or Paul does not necessarily reach to Charles
or Mary. There is a measure of the true thing in
A. B. [Bourignon?], but also very much of self and
wrong. Bramwell was faithful to his light, but he
never got entirely clear of the Phariseeism ofWesle)^.
Love to from
W.B.S.
I37-
HIGH RELIGIOUS FLESH.
20. 8. 79.
Dear � . � . � .,
There has been reluctance to answer your com
munications, from a sense that you were great in
religious intelligence only, and strong from the tree of
knowledge. All this has to come down, and be
trampled in the dust, before you can speak forth truly
from the mouth of the Lord. You are able, in your
present condition, to surmise this, and suppose that,
with much religious pleasantness and prudence : but,
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dear soul, remember that this is only high religious
flesh, which is for the fire. If possible, let it be con
sumed by the true fire from heaven, while the creature
is fast nailed to the Cross : then you may get out
of Babylon, and those spiritual deceits that, with her
subtlety, keep you comfortably there.
POWER OF HEALING. "THE PECULIAR
PEOPLE."
It appears best to forward to you a copy of the few
words sent to your friend S.B.B. They are equally
suitable for Asa Mahan. A little matter has passed
the mind more than once since you were here, in
reference to the questionable miraculous power, in
which this last person seems so fond of shrouding his
windy doctrine.
There is a pretty numerous sect in Essex, of about
30 or 40 years' standing, with branches in different
places, called "The Peculiar People": they also
pretend to the power of healing by laying on of hands,
&c. Some years ago, one of their Society gave me
his experience on this subject, which went to show
that, though sometimes there appeared something in
it, at others the matter took quite a different turn,
as in his own case, when, in laying on his hand to
W.B.S.
22. 8. 79.
Dear
14� SINKINGS OF HEART, ETC.
cure a fever, he took it himself, and passed through
its different stages with constancy and great humilia
tions of heart. This was described to me by himself
in a way never to be forgotten for its sincerity and
truthfulness.
He also gave an account of one of the "Elders,"
who had not come off so well. He took a fever,
through laying on his hands to cure, and communicated
it to his own family, losing one of his children through
his temerity and false zeal.
These instances were not from an enemy, but from
one who is yet a zealous "Peculiar;" but, like
Mahan, in good words rather than in divine power.
You know what Christ said�Many shall say, we
have prophesied, cast out devils, and done wonderful
works, in Thy name : yet He knew them not.
Questionable miracles are mostly lying vanities.
Beware of them, and ofmaking images ; and Farewell.
W.B.S.
139'
SINKINGS OF HEART AND THE MERCY
OF GOD.
22. 8. 79.
* * * There is only one way to make
the best of the black marks which stand against
yourself, while doleful visions of the past insinuate
themselves into the mind.
Extenuation is of little use, though it might be said
that much resulted from ignorance, unbelief, and the
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spirit of the times. What then is to be done ? Well,
first, never limit the love and mercy of God by sup
posing that He cannot, in Christ, or will not, wash
away every stain, and the very remembrance thereof,
altogether. When this is to come to pass, may safely
be left with Him : that it will come to pass, ought
surely to be believed by you. Indeed these very
seasons of misery, which reach to the very marrow of
man's spiritual nature, if rightly improved, will hasten
the time. You say, how so? Simply by driving your
spirit and will into a frame of utter helplessness, and
also of mistrust of everything but the rich mercy and
love of God in Christ. Indeed these terrible sinkings
of heart are only the everlasting Father, gently driving
you into that condition of mind and heart that fits you,
for Himself to become all in all to you.
Christ Himself did not enter into His present glory
except through the strait gate of the Cross. These
trying times are your strait gate, and the cross on
which you must entirely die. They are renewed in
mercy and love, that you may behave yourself better
and better under them, till the day of full liberty and
eternal peace sets in.
The father of lies represents them as punishments,
and signs of anger, distance, and unloveliness. Not
at all. They may carry along with them a salutary
tincture of these things, but are in reality the accom
paniments of the true elixir of life, which makes him
that patiently, humbly, and manfully, drinks thereof, a
possessor, in measure, while here on earth, of the
Peace and stability of Heaven.
Amen.
W.B.S.
142
140.
THE EARLY QUAKERS.
31. 8. 79.
There is nothing in R -m street for a Quaker.
No stream rises higher than the fountain-head from
which it flows. This people have neither seen nor
known, nor felt, where the first Quakers were, by
divine favour, brought to : therefore as there is no
going back in that which is from above, you cannot
with any security change from a stream that has
sprung from a noble fountain to one which, at its best
estate, is muddy, noisy, and shallow.
If you had found the true rest at the fountain-head,
which some of the first Quakers found, you might have
had a call to help these ' ' Christians
" in a friendly
way : but, this not being the case, you must fight the.
battle alone, or with what help you can find amongst
" Friends," if you must have other help than that
which comes from above, till you have overcome your
domestic enemies, and forced your way back nearer
to the fountain-head of the original Quaker stream.
The R m street fountain may bubble up a bit,
now and then, in a muddy way, for a time ; but it will
be dried or choked up, and lost, before long, for ever.
W.B.S.
H3
141.
THY WILL BE DONE.
5- 9- 79-
Yes : that " want of heart " is a sad heavy cross ;
but this only proves it to be the right thing in the right
place. If we burn like Seraphs, we add nothing to
Him ; or if as cold as ice, we take nothing from Him :
but if, in all conditions, there is a hidden cry in the
heart, Thy will be done, it is a sure sign that the
divine process is going on, and that God and man
are becoming one.
There needs to be an entire absence of choice re
specting office, or position, or activity, in that body
which is of God. This absence, when perfect, fits for
the most honourable place, though it may seem to
point the contrary way.
If you determine that His will shall be your All,
and, by divine help, adhere to that determination, in
all conditions and moods, you won't be left to hunger
or thirst to death�nay, nor be denied a little heavenly
wine and cake, now and then, if needful.
Ah, my soul, there is a depth, and height, and
breadth of peace, and love, and dignity, and solidity,
for those that love Him and do His will, which neither
angel-tongues can tell, nor angel-minds conceive.
W.B.S.
144 ENTIRELY HIS.
142.
SUBMISSION.
7. 9. 79.
Dear
,
There is no limit to the reception of divine good,
if there be a patient and loving submission to all the
turnings of the divine hand.
There is nothing too high, or too low, or too hard
for Him.
W.B.S.
143.
ENTIRELY HIS.
8. 9. 79.
Ah, dear one, be entirely His. This is the sweetest
of all sweets, and immovable as the throne on which
He sits.
It never cloys, but grows more excellent day by
day, or year by year.
Everlasting praises.
W.B.S.
When the fire is hot, don't be afraid.
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144.
STRENGTH AND CONSTANCY THE GIFT
OF GRACE.
12. 9. 79.
* * # The secret of the " words of cheer" and
helping hand is this. The lesson that without Him
nothing but mischief can be done, and that with Him
all things are easy, has been learnt, and is believed
with all the heart, mind, soul, and strength, constantly.
The result is that it is easier, and much more pleasant,
to love Him above all things, than to do anything else.
This is an outline of the mystery of strength and
constancy�simple in words and theory, yet a gift
of grace and favour, having its root in the divine
sovereignty and dominion, and therefore inclining the
heart where it lives to watchfulness and humility.
W.B.S.
145-
THE PERFECT DAY. CARNAL RELIGION.
18. 9. 79.
Dear ,
There will always be a pleasure here to lend a
helping hand�to break a little heavenly bread, and
minister a little wine of the kingdom, while you are
hungry and thirsty, and keep a single eye to the
Bridegroom of souls.
K
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What is meant by the "perfect day" is a day
without clouds, in which the divine Sun shines brightly
and constantly, and with such effect within the spirit,
that there is constant satisfaction of heart in the
Beloved, sweet and holy beyond the power of words
to express ; yet leaving its possessor as simple and
humble as a well-born little child.
Now, dear soul, you may not make haste to be rich ;
or you will miss the mark, and fall into poverty.
You can only watch constantly, and when the Spirit
permits, press gently towards the perfect and entire
love of God.
You won't suppose that there is any
" perfect day,"
which is in itself stationary : when all clouds and
trouble, as to your inmost part, are gone, there will
still be�to all eternity�a freshness and increasing
sweetness beyond words.
About , he was here some time back. He
will get on better, when he leaves off supporting the
horn-blowers, who, in their high ignorance, teach him
and others, in a mystery, to take the Omnipotent by
the shoulder, and compel Him to give out just what
their foolish minds lead them to think that He would
like.
This seems to be a short way to riches, but it is,
in truth, only travelling in a circle, and leads to end
less folly and loss : and in many cases causes those
who travel therein to grow tired, and, at last, to have
half their comfort from the flesh, and the other half
from a religious fleshly spirit.
HIGH RELIGIOUS FLESH. H7
Man may work his own religious oracle after a high
figure, for a time, but it is dreary and weary work
in the long run.
The only thing that grows brighter and brighter
to "the perfect day" is the blessed God bringing
up His own life and image in the spirit.
May He be praised and blessed for ever.
W.B.S.
I46.
HIGH RELIGIOUS FLESH.
19. 9. 79.
Dear ,
The enclosed letter has been read. It is high re
ligious flesh : not of God, not from God, nor from
a measure of His Spirit.
If the writer aspires to be a leader or guide of souls,
stiffly, you will have to esteem him as a minister of
the Prince of Darkness. If he is not altogether above
the Holy Witness, and holds his spiritual lies and non
sense in a measure of gentleness, you will bear with
him, and, as power is given, pray that he may be
delivered from the snare of the devil into which he
has fallen.
With peace,
W.B.S.
K 2
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147.
THE ABYSS OF GOD'S LOVE.
21. 9. 79.
There was a little bit of the right kind of desire
on your behalf to-day, that is, the precious, which
never fails, but always wins, sooner or later, what it
looks for. It is difficult to put into words; but it
was something of this kind�that you might lose your
footing, and tumble over into the abyss : not that abyss
in which there is neither rest nor resting-place, but
the Abyss of His heart's Love, in which eternity
appears as a day.
Amen.
W.B.S.
I48.
LOVE ENDS DOUBTS.
29. 9. 79.
Dear one,
As the Love becomes perfect and entire, all doubts
vanish away. Heart, head, and will, entirely His,
brings things that can be shaken to an end.
Ah, that is simple enough: it is not a question of
who knows best, but of who can tell best what is
known. True prophets, that is, they in whom the
heavenly Solomon dwells, have always been met
with that ignorant shuffle in one form or another. You
hit the nail when you say,
" not having ears to hear " :
it is of no use speaking to such except when directly
called from above.
W.B.S.
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149.
THOU ART MINE.
29. 9. 79.
There is a living hope here that you will yet see the
day, when you will be able to say, with unutterable
peace and rest of soul�Thou art my sweet Love :
all the rest is lies.
W.B.S.
150.
"EVANGELIST" PRETENDERS.
1. 10. 79.
Dear ,
You cannot help forward the cause of false religion
better than by responding favourably to letters of the
character of the enclosed. [From an "Evangelist,"
getting himself maintained for "preaching."] The
writer will, at best, end in the same category as
Morgan, Booth, Varley, Blackwood, with other blind
leaders of the blind.
There be many such pretenders connected with the
"Evangelical" Society, so-called. Others there be
who, after a time, set up on their own account, and
become a curse instead of a blessing � setting up
the mystery of iniquity in an evangelical form, in
place of the pure religion of Christ.
W.B.S.
god's messengers.
151.
THE WORK OF MAN-SENT PROPHETS.
4. 10. 79.
# # * * *� #
The purport of this is to note to you the indignation
of heart felt against the high religious flesh manifested
in Mahan's address, given in the October No. of
" Divine Life," which dropt in here last night. Alas,
alas, my son, are you so blind as not to see that this is
of man�religious man�not of God : just the kind of
stuff that a self-appointed intelligent teacher would
give out on taking the chair : in short, anything but
a present utterance from God ?
You first set up blustering ignorance to make con
verts, and then bring in polished, man-sent prophets,
to mend their miserable work�both alike an abomina
tion to, the Lord, and an indignation of heart to those
that truly love Him.
If you don't mend your manners and turn over a
fresh leaf, you will have the whip and grief of heart
before long.
W.B.S.
GOD'S MESSENGERS.
5- 10. 79.
Dear � . � . � . ,
It is not a question of, who knows best, but of, who
can tell best what is known. "God" knew David
GOD'S messengers.
better than Nathan did ; nevertheless He sent Nathan
with a message. Indeed it were impertinent for any
one to ignore this principle, and admit the truth of the
Scriptures.
" God knows," and W.B.S. knows, and � . � . � .
knows, that � . � . � . has not found a quiet resting-
place in God. That " God knows this best," it were
childish to affirm as an argument: the question is,
does W.B.S. know that as well as, or better than,
� .�.�.?
Then again, 44 God knows," and W.B.S. knows,
that � . � . � . will never find this quiet resting-place
as long as he is a cunning hunter, clever writer, and
high-flying believer. � . � . � . does not know this,
or knows it only most imperfectly. Has God ever
told � this ?
Once more : Has He ever told � . � . � . some
thing beyond this, that whores and thieves are nearer
to it than � . � . � . is, as long as he continues this
active, religious, zealous, high-flying life ? Now, this
is something which God knows, and W.B.S. knows,
but it is probable that � . � . � . does not know, and
would not believe, were an angel from heaven to tell
him of it.
Well, W.B.S. has told him of it, and if � . � . � .
finds himself hardly treated, let him go to 44 Him who
knows best" and complain of
W.B.S.
152
153-
NEITHER RUN BEFORE, NOR LAG BEHIND.
TRUE PRAYER.
9. 10. 79.
Dear ,
You have taken hold on a safe principle in the divine
life : it is as deep as it is safe, holding good in the
more advanced stages of the Christian journey, when
the kingdom, or reign, of God in the heart is in entire
dominion. Yes: abide in your measure, neither
running before, nor lagging behind : this is the safest
and � how hard for inexperience to believe � the
quickest or nearest road to the City of Peace, wherein
the inhabitants love the Lord their God with all
their heart and soul, as easily as they breathe the
vital air.
There is another matter which you will not object
against being named. Don't make images of this,
that, or the other, and then set about praying yourself
into them, or forcing them out of almighty power and
omnipotent Love.
This is sad foolishness, and manifests great spiritual
ignorance. The heavenly Joshua will bring you into
Canaan, if you will become a little child, in spirit,
before Him, and follow the leadings of grace in your
heart. Then everything of that heavenly country that
is worth knowing�as being what God wills you to
possess�He will reveal to you, in you.
Take care also not to pray for anything publicly
that you are not led into by the divine spirit, and
do not say, Amen, to others who do. True prayer
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is the mind of God made known to His children by the
Holy Ghost. They are fools, spiritually, who act
as though He were to be turned about like a soft
hearted old man. He never gives a real blessing,
which He has not prompted His lovers to ask for:
self-willed prayer gets an answer sometimes, but there
is a rod bound up in it.
There, dear soul, treasure these things in your heart
and mind, and never rest, or take up with a Rest, until
the Master or Bridegroom of souls says, Thou art
all fair, my love. Then your peace will flow as a
river, and your righteousness abound as the waves
of the sea.
Amen.
W.B.S.
i54-
UNSENT TEACHERS.
10. 10. 79.
Dear ,
This "Life of Faith" will only hinder you, if you
make anything of it. Hopkins and the rest are in the
air, on the wings of religious faith. Not one of them
has come to a resting-place in God : they, therefore,
are unable to lead anyone else thereinto, or even
to point such a one, spiritually, to the true Guide.
Christ said, out of the belly of the true believer shall
flow " rivers of living water." Is there anything like
this amongst this people? My son, the sons of God
are led by His Spirit. The time for you to realize the
154 DECEIVED DECEIVERS.
truth of this is come. Cease from all flesh out of you,
and from all flesh within yourself, and let the Master,
whose right it is, come in to the rescue.
Mahan's miracles are beneath notice. The word to
you on this subject is, questionable miracles are mostly
lying vanities.
It is only they who know not the reign of God within
themselves, that are foolish and wicked enough to set
people a-gaping for it, or Him, without.
Resist such as you would the Prince of Darkness,
or you will be always learning, but never come to
the knowledge of the Truth.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
155-
DECEIVED DECEIVERS.
n. 10. 79.
Dear � . � . � .,
Your three letters are a confirmation of the truth
of the proposition in that of the 5th [letter No. 152], that
you have not found rest in God.
There is a desire here to help you towards un
deceiving yourself on this subject, so that, if possible,
you may not remain more distant from it than the
baser class of the children of men.
It is not supposed for a moment that you are a
"hypocrite," in the vulgar acceptation of that word:
but when you set up for a teacher sent from God, you
at once take up that character, as a deceived deceiver
�one who represents himself to be what he is not.
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This however is left to you : it is the object of the
present to help you, by throwing light on your mind,
under God ; not to vex you by urging any accusations
whatever.
How is it, then, that you are in such confusion, not
willing to admit yourself a common sinner, and not
having the nature and qualifications to pass muster
as a true son of God?
Here it is. You have taken some little inlettings of
divine light and good for an indorsement, from above,
of your religion and religious teaching, whereas, had
they been rightly understood and applied, they would
have been received simply as encouragements to go
forward in the path of self-denial and humility of heart,
according to the measure of divine virtue imparted,
till the Father had passed you through the strait gate,
and you had breathed the life-giving atmosphere of
the City of Peace.
This your delusion would have been of comparatively
little importance, had you remained a private indivi
dual, but when you passed into the pulpit, and came
out as a prophet through the Press, it became as
a mill-stone about your neck, sinking you continually
deeper and deeper in the abyss of the latter-day
mystery of iniquity and deceit.
Now, my son, many words will not lessen the diffi
culty of your condition, nor supply you with power
to shake off, or get from under, these fearful and over
whelming circumstances : having, therefore, shown
you the true state of the case, it only remains to
be said that you have been faithfully warned by
W.B.S.
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156.
THE REST OF THE SAINTS.
18. 10. 79.
Yes: you have summed it up in a few words:�
There remaineth a Rest for the people of God.
Be assured that this Rest is far more real and
enduring than sun, moon, and stars, and infinitely
sweeter than words can express. Let nothing, there
fore, dear soul, great or small, keep your eye from
it, or your heart from Him who is the Giver of it,
and is Himself the Rest of the Saints, the Bridegroom
of souls.
Amen.
W.B.S.
157-
A CLEAR CALL FROM ABOVE NECESSARY.
20. 10. 79.
It has been brought to mind this morning that it was
Gideon, the bruiser�he that cuts off iniquity�upon
whom the Lord looked and said, Go in this thy might,
and thou shalt save Israel.
This prefigures the present emergency : for, surely,
those who ought to know something of God, and to
love Him, have gone astray and are burdened with the
doings of the spiritual Midianites.
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Do, therefore, my son, take it to heart; and let
no suggestions of prudence, or necessity, or seeming
providence, lead you to take upon yourself a line
of conduct in defence of the kingdom of God, without a
clear call from above : which call, if received with
humility and patience, will be accompanied with some
thing corresponding to what was imparted to this
deliverer of Israel.
When your mind is brought to clearness, write,
if called thereto, to
Yes : dear soul, His heart will be your everlasting
resting-place. Welcome everything that is brought
over your spirit: it is all preparatory to more and
more of Himself being imparted. Indeed, if there
were no fiery trials, no heart-sinkings before Him,
no tribulations, something would be sure to go wrong.
These things, in the divine hand, keep from careless
ness and lukewarmness, at the same time that they
clear out and beautify the place of His rest.
Whether it be sooner or later, to constant faith
fulness it will come, and He will declare it as the
work of His hands, that you are all fair and beautiful
within�that you are a contentment to Him, as He is a
supreme and perfect delight to you.
W.B.S.
THE END OF TRIALS.
21. 10. 79.
158 T. C. UPHAM.
This is the inheritance of the faithful children of the
light: therefore, be of good courage till there is
nothing left for the fire to work upon in your mind
and heart. Then your peace will flow as a river, and
your rest will be as immovable as the majesty, holi
ness, and everlasting sweetness of God. Amen.
W.B.S.
I59-
T. C. UPHAM.
27. 10. 79.
Dear � . � .,
Don't make haste to be rich, or you may fall into
poverty.
Don't measure yourself, nor provoke others to do it
for you : it is enough for you to know that, by divine
favour, you are under the leadings of the divine Spirit.
If you are faithful to, and watchful towards, His
directions, you will be fashioned according to the
Father's good pleasure.
You can't over-estimate "not running before, not
lagging behind."
If you be faithful, you will see the time when the
heavenly Master will make it plain about Upham. To
know this from another is of little value, and may only
puff up.
It is probable that all that Upham wrote on spiritual
subjects has been seen here. He could give some
"lovely" strokes on the canvas, as a philosophical
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painter of the divine life : but there is not a paragraph
in his writings to show, clearly, that he knew anything
of the generation of the Son, either in the Son of
Mary, or�what is of infinitely more importance �in
any member of His body.
He knew nothing, as it ought to be known, about
CEASING FROM HIS OWN WORK, and coming
under the HAND of the Great Potter on the wheel ;
of being passed, when seasoned, into the oven, and
then to the finishing room, and into the oven again :
being far too busy in giving instructions to himself and
others how they might finish themselves with the help
of the great and lovely Unknown. Alas, alas, if some
poor black man had told him to mind his own business,
and he had had ears to hear, what a favour it had been
to thousands.
W.B.S.
l60.
SETTING UP IDOLS IN THE MIND.
29. 10. 79.
Dear � . � . ,
You need not "hesitate" in writing all that is in
your heart to W.B.S., but you may well do so in your
communications with others, as in ninety-nine cases
out of one hundred you would not be understood, or
would be misinterpreted.
It has been, and is, a common experience in truly
spiritual men, to feel the burden on their spirits of
l6o SETTING UP IDOLS IN THE MIND.
those they may love, who are yet in Judaism, and the
faith of high religious flesh. The only difference, in
cases like yours, is its being expressed in Scripture
language, which is liable to give offence to the weak
and ignorant, and may even become a source of
temptation to those from whence it came.
The truth is, dear soul, that though no loyal heart
can rightly meddle with the operations of God in
the spirit, yet any child of the Father may be prudent,
and careful of setting forth in peculiar language that
which he has been called to pass through.
Indeed, if this be not the case, that soul will not
be trusted with the secrets of the King, and is likely to
come to poverty and grief. Almost all the fooleries
which have resulted from the miscarriages of those
who have professed to know God in Spirit, have begun
with giving definitions or estimates of this, or that,
that has been passed through, which amounts, in time,
to setting up idols in the mind, that divide the heart
with the Father.
Anyone at all familiar with the doings of the Romish
Whore, and with the hidden life of those who have
been most drunken out of her golden cup, knows this,
and is cautious accordingly. And not only in Rome
has this been common, but to this day it is being
played off by the Prince of Darkness amongst Pro
testants. There are men now living, who, 20 or 30
years ago, passed from Christian Judaism, in a good
measure, into spiritual Christianity, but who could not
resist the temptation of being something and some
body, and therefore have been shut up in spiritual lies
and deceit, which has made them worse than useless to
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others, and a grief of heart to those who are lovers of
the blessed truth.
If you interpret these remarks as a reflection on
what you have written, you miss the mark altogether.
They are intended only as a voice of warning and
instruction, in love, from one who has had more time
and opportunities, and exercises, than the generality of
the children ofmen.
W.B.S.
161.
THE TEACHING OF MOODY, SANKEY, &c.
30. 10. 79.
A tract on the Faith which is ofMan, and that which
is of God, was posted to you this morning. There was
a desire to leave you with that, which if your inner
eye should be opened of God, would be enough.
You are awidow and talk of your fatherless children,
all of which comes close to the heart of anyone who
knows what true love is, and makes it a trying task
even to think of using the rod, or of treading under
foot your goodly Babylonish merchandise.
Also seeing that you were still under the influence
of the drunken lying spirit into which the self-sent
prophets [Moody and Sankey, Lowry and Pearsall
Smith,] had helped to baptize you, it was desired that
you might be left alone till the fumes of drunkenness
had in a measure passed, and time had shown you
L
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that, although you feel yourself, for the present, rich
and increased in goods, you are really poor, and
spiritually need all things.
Nevertheless it must be said that there are hundreds,
yea, thousands, in England and America, who can,
and do, talk quite as high as yourself, from the bottom
of high religious flesh and self-will, being ignorant
of the mystery of iniquity, as it works in a religious
way, and in the hearts of those who are, or have been,
made drunken by false prophets.
Now, dear soul, hear a few words of truth, that
W.B.S. may be clear. All this made-up stuff on
which you and others are, or have been, feeding, is of
religious flesh, not of God ; and will have to be
forsaken, yea, and spued out of your mouths, before
you Will KNOW A LASTING PEACE�A RESTING-PLACE IN
god�before you will know rivers of living water
FLOWING FORTH.
At present, you are spiritual mountebanks, who
in self-will can do seeming wonders, but when, if ever,
you really come under the hand of the Father, oh, the
self-abhorrence and heart-heavings and sinkings that
you will feel before Him, when these your whoredoms
and drunkennesses are brought to your minds. All
your former sins will appear trifling compared with
this spiritual wickedness, this talkative self-made
holiness.
There, dear soul, for the present : you are so clever
as not to need any instructions from man. Look
humbly towards the blessed God, that He may help
you, and bring you relief, removing the scales from
your eyes.
W.B.S.
163
l62.
PATIENCE AND WATCHFULNESS.
5. n. 79.
It is all right, . He is quite able to do all that
you desire : yes, dear soul, and infinitely more. Your
part is to be passive under His hand.
When the fire is very hot, be patient : when the
waters run very high, be patient : when your strength
is nearly all gone, be patient : and when all seems
dark, be patient. At the right time, if you faint not,
He will show His face to you, and all your troubles
will appear as a dream. He will make you all-lovely
to Himself, and Himself most sweet, and comely
beyond measure and words to you : and you Will have
an everlasting and quiet resting-place in Himself� in
His heart.
If, before this fully comes to pass, you have a little
wine and bread of the kingdom given to you from
above, be humble and very watchful, in the Holy
Ghost, or you will bring upon yourself many troubles,
and waste many days, if not years.
If, however, you behave yourself meekly, simply,
and trustingly, towards Him, He will not keep you,
either in the fire or water, longer than is necessary to
prepare you to receive what is in His heart to give.
W.B.S.
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
l 2
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163.
SELF-WILLED "HOLINESS" TEACHING.
6. 11. 79.
You will not get clear of the spiritual lies and
deceit of Mahan and others by trimming, nor on the
back of a syllogism, nor on the wings of a few knotty
theological questions ; but through judgment, and, if
ever, by painful providences, heavy dippings, and
deep humiliations.
His and your
" holmess"-ministry began in self-
will, is bottomed in high religious flesh, and is a
phase of the mystery of iniquity, which, in a religious
way, is always learning, but never comes to a know
ledge of the truth�to a resting-place in God.
The results of these doings, when sifted by those
who are favored with true judgment, are lies and
self-deception ; and, if there be a modicum of true
good, it will be found to be independent ofman, and,
in the heart where it is really found, by the favour
and mercy of God.
How can a man teach to others what he knows not
himself? It is as clear as the sun, to the opened eye,
that Mahan & Co. are in lies and deceit (spiritually):
so will their followers be. Indeed, they are begin
ning to find it out : a letter came in here a day or
two ago from one who had borne a testimony to "the
baptism" about two years ago, but has found out by
experience that it was of the flesh, and a lie, which
did not bring the true peace and power, but only an
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imagination thereof, which vanished when tried by
fire.
All their dupes will have to come to this confes
sion before they can really inherit true good�the
overcoming power, the immovable peace � before
they will witness in themselves, without special
pleading or theological or biblical reasoning, a flow
ing forth of rivers of living and satisfying waters.
W.B.S.
164.
A RELIGION WITHOUT GOD IN THE HEART.
8. n. 79.
Dear ,
How long, dear soul, are you going to continue
the game of having a religion without the God of
heaven ruling by His Spirit in your heart? Don't
you want to love Him ? Don't you want to feel that
He loves you?
What comfort or profit is there to be expected
from your shining by your own light?
Has it slipped your memory, that it is said truly,
" Them that honour me, I will honour
" ?
Suppose you shine from the bottom of intellect and
accomplishment: what then? To Him it is only
vanity and a lie. Do you think it safe to hold on
by what He cares not for� to be a merchant of false
happiness in the world, in opposition to the God of
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Heaven and Earth? Think again, and again, dear
child, and if you feel free, say a word or two on
the subject to
"CAPTAIN" IN THE "SALVATION ARMY."
Neighbour ,
There is a feeling of pity in the heart here for
you, from a sense that you are a deluded man �
deluded from the ground of religious motives and
expectations, which are in the main grievously false
and misplaced.
, You are sacrificing your health, strength, and
natural life, being led thereto by a false faith, that
is, by a faith which is of man, not of God.
The faith of a true Christian prophet�a new divine
man�is a present revelation from God, through the
Spirit, of His will concerning the path and duties of
his daily life, not a longing for, or gaping after,
some highly religious matter, which may have been
presented to his mind by another, or by the deduc
tions of reason from the Scriptures.
It is not for the writer of these few lines to say
how far you have been befooled by your "General,"
or by the devil, or by your own imagination or the
proud swelling of religious flesh; but simply, before
W.B.S.
TO A
10. n. 79.
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God, in the holy fear, to let you know that you are
so befooled, and that the pressing to the front, in a
religious way, of which you are a leader, will bring
grief and death ; not lasting joy, and eternal rest and
peace.
What kind of a Being can you imagine Him to be,
who can have pleasure in your religious meetings ?
Don't you see that you are continually using vain
repetitions, and gaping for something great and tak
ing to high religious flesh, but remain without the
substance of that for which you ask?
You are bent upon leading Him, but know little
or nothing of Him leading you, and so are setting
up Babel and confusion�spiritual lies and deceit.
You are pitied, because you are becoming, or
have become, the tool of those who ought to have
known better, but who, through the malice and subt
lety of the Prince of Darkness, and their own spiritual
ignorance and hypocrisy, are making a trade of your
flesh and blood, under the pretence of setting up the
kingdom of God.
If. it be not too late, look up for help against this
spiritual drunkenness and folly, which have got pos
session of your poor soul.
From a lover of all the creatures of God,
W.B.S.
i68
166.
THE SETTERS UP OF THE "HOLINESS"
MOVEMENT.
14. 11. 79.
Dear ,
The leaflet asks the question, How shall ye escape
the damnation of Hell? Which under certain con
ditions is a proper query.
Your putting yourself and Asa Mahan on the foot
ing of Paul is a confounding of things that differ.
You, like Paul, have come to a stand. Asa still keeps
doing the work of the Prince of Darkness : and there
fore the question asked in the leaflet is pertinent to
him, and such like evil workers.
If you have done with the
' ' setters up
" of the
movement spoken of, and are no longer helping it
forward in the world, the offending question, in as
far as it bears on all the contents of the leaflet, may
not reach you ; though it is none the less sound and
worthy of your notice for that.
As for " conscience," it won't cover blind guides
from their just reward. Is it a little matter to lead
hundreds, yea, thousands of people into error and
deceit ? The Pharisees might, and probably did, plead
conscience, when Christ asked them the same ques
tion.
You are right, my son : Patience and humility of
heart before God will do wonders. Adhere to these,
with a gentle, constant breathing towards Him, that
He would direct your path, and give you a true sense
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of the Shepherd's voice, and strength to follow it : and
all may yet be well.
When you feel freedom, you may safely write all
that is in your heart to
W.B.S.
167.
DIVINE POWER UNDER TEMPTATION.
20. 11. 79.
Yes : all is well understood, dear soul ; and you
will find that the first letter covers it all. Had you
not a sight given of the disease, you might forget
yourself after the cure.
If a whole legion of devils and unclean spirits,
beyond what now troubles you, were let loose upon
you, they could not ravish your will, if you hold by
that divine power which shows you the evil.
If they should seemingly, or really, defile you, or
cause you to defile yourself, be speechless and humble
before Him whom you love, and He will avenge Him
self and you of His enemies. There is no desire here
to hinder you from giving vent to your feelings, now
and then, before Him, and lamenting your condition,
as though you were in very deed mad. No, dear soul,
very far from that : at the end of all, however, your
madness and misery will come out after the very
letter of the first Letter to you from
W.B.S.
170 HIGH-FLYING "HOLINESS" PRETENDERS.
Another bit of a crutch goes along with this. Don't
be afraid of troubling: you can't do that, if you be
have yourself humbly before him whom my soul
loveth.
168.
HIGH-FLYING "HOLINESS" PRETENDERS.
22. II. 79.
Dear ,
Don't you see, my son, that the curse is against
"Divine Life" and such like papers, not especially
on the ground of their contents, for they sometimes
have words smuggled in, which have come from the
true seed, but because the leading spirit of them is
only religious flesh, not a present outcome of the divine
Spirit ? A living sense of this is that which covers
their rightly concerned opposers with the divine
benediction, and gives them a sweet and heavenly
power, to thrash these high-flying pretenders as with
a rod of iron.
If Christ Himself were to come again, in outward
disguise, these fleshly minds would clap Him into a
" Lunatic Asylum," or get Him committed for three
months, as a disturber of their holy, self-righteous
assemblies.
Mind how you step, my son. Follow your heavenly
Guide, not the cunning craftiness of these deceivers,
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who would bring you into subjection to their lying
spirits.
With love,
W.B.S.
I69.
HOW THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE
KNOWN.
27. 11. 79.
Dear � . ,
There is no satisfactory knowledge of the blessed
God, but by the revelation of the Spirit in the Son.
No man knoweth the Father, but the Son, and he to
whom the Son revealeth Him.
The orthodox and heterodox definitions of men are
vain and contradictory, of themselves, of the Scrip
tures, and of one another. Here you will find it to
your benefit not to think through any language what
ever, which is not found in the Scriptures � not to
adopt any limiting terms to the Eternal, but to adore
Him with infinite reverence and patience, as unutter
ably One.
As the Son is brought forth in you by the Spirit,
you will know the Father, and the Son also: not
otherwise.
Anything that overruns this, though never so ortho
dox and beautiful, will be found as the apples of
Sodom.
The divine revelation is the only thing that will
bring satisfaction of heart, and open the Scriptures to
your mind and spirit.
W.B.S.
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170.
BUSINESS. MARRIAGE. ENTIRE DEVOTION.
1. 12. 79.
Dear ,
Don't be in too great a hurry to slip either into
business or into a woman's arms.
Of course, both these things are right at the right
time, and under right conditions : for to work and
marry is what most men are called to. But there are
exceptions to this rule ; and if you should be one of
these, it were a sad affair to miss your vocation.
You see, my son, you will be tried very closely
at times, and it may be your duty to prove the fleece
both wet and dry before you give way : especially if
there be a latent drawing to an entire devotion to the
service and love of God. He may allow you to see
and feel opportunities which may appear providential :
yet, though these may be perfectly lawful, and not
without a lively show of right, they may, after all, be
set before you only to see whether you will choose
Him and His love for your chief good, and before
every other joy. So, if some holy dame comes across
your path, or you find yourself crossing hers, or some
favourable opportunity of entering on the game of
profit and loss presents itself, look again and again
before you give up, and cry constantly to the Lord
of your heart to help you to make a right sacrifice,
and to do the right thing. At all events, never think
of a woman whose religion is of the common type,
unless you feel in your heart that the Master wills it,
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and that you can rule her, under Him, as a man of
God ought to do.
Holy women, that is, those who really do love the
blessed God a thousand times more than all men or
any man on the earth, or angel in heaven, need little
ruling, for they will mind their principal concern.
These are rare, however, like diamonds of the largest
size and finest water: but your common pious ladies
�my son, beware of these, or if you come to any
thing that forebodes matrimony with one of them, lay
it down as a sine qua non that God is to be all in all.
Matters of the last importance are, now-a-days,
very much taken for granted ; but you must not be
befooled into anything that would hinder you from
finding your all in God.
Set this before your mind continually, and hold off
from anything but Himself, when He tries you : then,
sooner or later, all will be well.
All is well, when you love Him with all your
heart, mind, soul, and strength, as easily as you breathe,
and a thousandfold more than all besides : also with
a constant, though perhaps imperceptible, increase.
W.B.S.
171.
BOOKS. A RECEPTIVE PRINCIPLE IN ALL
MEN.
3. 12. 79.
Don't look for great things or appearances from
God. It is by faithfully acting according to the light
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given, whether it be little or much, that prosperity
comes.
There are few books, being printed at the present
day, that will help you forward just now. When you
become more established, by growth, in the truth, you
will then have wisdom to discern between what is of
God, and what is of religious flesh ; and also power
to extract honey from very unlikely flowers.
A few of the old Quaker books are clear and sweet.
These, if necessary, will be forthcoming at the right
time, and other acceptable things also, if you adhere
to the Beloved of your soul with simplicity, meekness,
and self-denial. He is the Teacher of all teachers,
and is ever with you�in you : and knows infinitely
well what book, if any, is just the very thing for
present necessities.
Any little matter which may be beneficial, and is
brought to mind, as for you, will not be forgotten,
but in some way or other be placed within your reach.
The query which you put is plain enough, but, like
all metaphysical questions, can be satisfactorily an
swered only from within yourself. That there is a
principle, call it what you will, in every man, so far
connatural with the divine as to be capable of receiv
ing impressions, divine life, and instructions, therefrom,
is clear from experience and the Scriptures : but it is
not essential that you express yourself about this in
terms not found in the Scriptures, or think about it
through the definitions of any other man. You may
read what they say, and if the Heavenly Teacher in
yourself gives a sweet and certain confirmation of it,
well : if not, let it pass, not therefore condemning,
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because for the time being you cannot receive it, but
simply passing over it for the present, as not agree
able to the light which you are favoured with from
above within yourself.
Dear souls, live near to the heavenly Light, with
all patience, long-suffering, and watchfulness ; and all
will be well.
W.B.S.
172.
BARCLAY'S APOLOGY.
3. 12. 79.
Dear ,
There was a book dropped into the post for you
last night. It was written by a young, but wise, man,
who was intimate with some of the worthies of his
day, and profited by their experience.
You will not expect every word or sentiment in it
to be such as you can receive : but if you cast your
eye over it now and then, when divinely directed, it
will throw light on many subjects of interest, and be
fitting your best consideration.
When you meet with any of what you may consider
to be his peculiarities of sentiment, you can pass them
over for the time : nevertheless you will find many
things pleasant and profitable.
W.B.S.
176
173-
WRITING AS AN ORACLE OF GOD.
9- 12. 79-
Yes : , that is the Eternal Rest, when there
remains nothing contrary to the holy nature of the
blessed God, and He has become the perpetual solace
and contentment of the heart and spirit.
Patience and perseverance, with humility andwatch
fulness, will attend you all the way, if you are to be
the winner of this great prize. It is what you are
called to : therefore let neither philosophy, nor creed,
nor any creature, on earth or in hell, hinder you in
your steady course to that which is set before you.
You will see that a few words, here and there, have
been marked as for obliteration, in your letter to your
wife's friend, as an example of what might be done
in that line with advantage.
In writing for God don't take anything for granted :
don't put anything down because it is orthodox, or
scriptural, or because some good man has said it ; but
simply say what you know to be true, keeping within
the mark, rather than upon, or over it. Especially
keep from giving expression to points or terms which
are metaphysical, or even scriptural, if not led thereto
by the divine Spirit.
Why run the risk of dividing the attention, or
putting a stumbling block in the way of your cor
respondent ?
If you should live twenty years longer, and during
all that time have been growing in God, at the end
thereof you will be so much the more simple, and in
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metaphysics and divinity, so called, a man of very,
very, very few words. The true good is a divine
substance that cannot be put into words, though a
heavenly savour will attend the words that are from
it.
In short, my son, write only as an oracle of God,
and to please Him alone : then he will give point,
spirit, and weight, to all that you are called to say.
He alone knows what will profit the persons you may
be writing to. Live near to Him, and He will prevent
you from going astray. He is worthy of infinite
blessing and praise.
W.B.S.
174.
REVERENT BEHAVIOUR WITH GOD.
9. 12. 79.
Dear ,
There is one thing on the mind here that calls for
a few words, and has done for some time back.
Follow with all constancy and patience the drawings
and guidance of the Spirit, and bear the anguish and
uncertainty as well as you may, but do not allow any
thing like a definite idea to shape itself in your mind,
as to what you
" want," and expect from the blessed
God as a "voice," or as any other particular manifes
tation. Anything of this kind, if granted, might be a
source of great loss to yourself and others : therefore
to look for it is dangerous, and an infringement on the
divine sovereignty.
M
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You are favoured with a measure of grace and
light : walk in that, and if you are driven by distress,
and have liberty to do so, you may cry out against your
spiritual poverty, with humility of heart : but, my
son, never make any images of this, or that, or the
other ; or His anger may kindle against you, and
though you get what you want, seemingly, you may
be kept wandering in the wilderness much longer
than otherwise might have been necessary.
He won't be angry, if you should speak, with your
closet-door shut, now and then, as a "fool," or a
" madman," because you hunger unbearably for His
love : but at these times even, you might remember
profitably, that if you were hung by the neck like a
malefactor, it would only prefigure what was suitable
to your first-birth nature and doings. Dear soul, al
ways remember what He is, and what you are without
His light and grace : then you will be prepared to
receive of His fulness�His magnificence in mercy and
love�His sweetness�His glory, in His own way, and
at His own time.
W.B.S.
THE WAY OUT OF FALSE RELIGION TO
GOD.
9. 12. 79.
There is a way for you out of all, and into all ; but
it is so narrow and mean, that you will be tempted to
look at it as Naaman did upon Jordan.
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Here it is. Give up all connection with religious
doctors, and talkative pretenders, who are brimful of
what is called religious intelligence, but empty of God.
Confine yourself to the measure of divine life,
however little it may be, within yourself; neither
talking about its littleness, nor of any favourable turn
that it may take, keeping all these matters between
yourself and God.
See what a bitter thing it is to play the spiritual
harlot against Him ; and promise Him faithfully that,
if He will forgive you, and bring you into immovable
peace, you will dwell at His feet for ever, and, by
His help, suffer any extremity, sooner than grieve
Him in the least.
When, after all this, you find that you do grieve
His Spirit, ask Him, with quietness and humility of
heart, how long that kind of thing is to continue, and
whether His love is entirely dried up.
Suffer His judgments patiently.
When things do really begin to mend permanently,
rather die by fire than go into " holy gossip," though
it were with an angel from heaven.
Don't come near W.B.S. Don't write to him oftener
than you can help, or to any other creature.
Never aim at anything higher than the entire and
perfect Love of God, that is, a love in the Holy Ghost,
which makes everything that is not God as nothing,
except as your duty to Him calls for the contrary.
Be patient with yourself, and your husband, and
M2
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176.
"FAITH MISSION."
12. 12. 79.
Dear ,
This " Faith Mission
" work is only another appear
ance of high religious flesh. Papists, Churchmen,
Methodists, Baptists, Ranters, and Peculiars are all,
in substance, working out things which, to their re
ligious self-will, appear equally providential, and also
as highly Christian : but it is a Christianity in which
the will of man is the leading agent.
You will find it your duty to leave these things to
the failure which awaits them, however they may
seem to flourish for a time ; and all other high religi
ous doings, which are bottomed in Flesh.
Of course you would sooner go into the
" holy
land," if called of God to go, in the company of swell
roughs than " clerical men." You might be able
to defend yourself, under God, against the doings of
the natural man, but what shall preserve you from
the insidious hypocrisy of holy flesh, if you associate
therewith in your own will?
W.B.S.
177.
EDUCATION OF CHILDREN FOR GOD.
14. 12. 79.
* * * As to the children�there is something
of a holy mystery in this. It is taken for granted that
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they are to be taught what is necessary and honest,
in a way of fitting them to meet with the intelligence
of the world : this is generally understood.
It is, however, the "religious" question that you
are grappling with in your heart. Now here it is
that the mystery lies. Just in proportion as you are
swallowed up of God, or gathered into Himself, and
living immediately under His heavenly and gracious
power, there will be a life, or spirit, of power and
sweetness, emitted from you, without words even :
this is the only education for heaven and God, which
hardly ever fails. It works of itself in the most
favourable manner : but this is not all ; it carries with
it a divine friendship with, and affiance in, the Father
of spirits, that makes its possessor a sharer in om
nipotent kindness, and when fully developed, brings
him into that position, where there is nothing in the
way of favour, which is at all consistent with the
divine wisdom and sovereignty, that is withheld : in
deed, it carries every needful thing with it.
Now, my son, measure yourself and wife before
God under this standard, or by this law of life, and
it will make all as plain and clear as a day without
clouds.
W.B.S.
182 BEING STILL.
178.
HE YOUR ALL.
26. 12. 79.
Dear ,
Never rest till He is more and more precious to
you day by day. This is not too much for Him to
give. Let Him be your all. This turns, as much
as possible, earth into Paradise.
W.B.S.
179.
BEING STILL.
2. 1. 80.
"How shall I know, &c. ?"
By being still, and letting Him speak for Himself
by His Spirit. They that love Him love His judg
ments, love His anger, love tribulation, love every
thing that He sends, and adore Him with infinite
humility and meekness of heart and spirit.
Be patient, dear soul : this will be your lot, if you
behave yourself meekly at His feet.
W.B.S.
i83
1 80.
TEMPTATIONS, DREAMS AND VISIONS.
9. 1. 80.
Dear one,
Bear these things with courage and fortitude : they
are allowed as a means to bring you to immovable
peace. You have a sense of what the Love of God
really is, that is worth half a dozen worlds ten times
told. Cling to HIM in everything, so that not an imagi
nation even shall have power to darken the brightness
of your faith and love, which are held, without limit,
in a pure conscience. There is nothing more certain
than that you will reap a rich reward, if you simply
cling, and trust, and submit ; not in the world to come
immediately, but now.
Without these horrid temptations and dreams and
visions there would be little growth, and hardly any
of that stability necessary to a mother in Israel, or
even to a true lover of the mighty God. He knows
how to make you worthy of His love, and how to
bring you to that rest from which there is no going
out�that is, that place in His love where you and
He will be no longer two, but one.
Never look too much after the interpretations of
visions : they generally indicate a disturbed state of
the spiritual atmosphere, and are useful to put the
traveller on his guard. At other times they are the
rattle of the serpent of hell, when he is about, if
possible, to wound and devour a lamb of the heavenly
fold.
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Heavenly visions generally carry with them a
gracious unction, which makes all sufficiently plain.
W.B.S.
181.
"GOOD" BOOKS. SHUNNING RELIGIOUS
ACTIVITY.
21. I. 80.
Dear �. � .,
However "good" books may be, they are not the
substance. This comes through travail, patience,
faith, and a single eye to God alone, so that every
breath may be drawn to His glory, and not one jot
of desire that is not of Him may defile the place of
His Rest.
The rule to be observed is, not to force yourself
to reading "good" books; and, when reading them,
not to give way to spiritual gluttony, or indecency of
heart. Neither is it good to grapple too much with
their difficulties, or depths, or peculiarities ; but sim
ply to get the light and sweetness from them, that
the divine Spirit may choose to impart.
Dell's Sermons and Barclay's Apology are real
books : they were written, in great part, from per
sonal experience, and were not, as is mostly the case,
a complicated arrangement of stolen goods. Yet in
both these are things which the divine Spirit will not
call on you either to see or believe.
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True discernment between flesh and spirit is not to
be found in books : it lies hid in purity of heart.
Books cannot run abreast with the infinite trans
formations of spiritual Antichrist, nor even touch their
perpetual evolutions. God alone, dwelling and reign
ing in the heart and spirit, can do this.
Don't trouble your head too much about the state
of religion in the world : it is one of the most taking
sophisms of the great Doctor of Hell that, as soon as
a little good has been received from above, it is to be
given to others. By this "beautiful" lie he has al
most emptied the religious world of God, and filled it
with carnal empty talk. They who are called to
slake, to any perceptible extent, the flames of first-
birth charity and faith, so prevalent at this day, must
first themselves be full and running over with living
water.
What the Father looks for from you is that you
become entirely His in heart, mind, and soul. The
" Church " is His business, not yours. If you become
faithful in love, He will use you for His own glory,
and pay you your wages in measure well pressed
down, and running over.
W.B.S.
182.
ENDURANCE.
4. 2. 80.
* * # * *� *
Hold on, dear soul, in the path of tenderness to
wards God, self-denial, and obedience to what is made
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known to you by the divine Monitor. The end of
this will be that you will enter a Land, where the sun
does not go down, where divine Love is always in
creasing, and where the greatness and sweetness of
God will be your constant comfort and strength.
W.B.S.
183.
THE LIFE AND THE GIVER.
8. 2. 80.
Dear ,
Don't be disheartened: simply sink out of every
thing into His life and will. Then you will know a
resting-place in the divine heart.
It is a divine life, a present uprising of living water,
a continual sweet sense of God, that alone will satisfy
you. Nevertheless, you may not covet these things,
but only long for Him, who is Himself the giver of
them�the life and perpetual fountain of them all.
W.B.S.
184.
THE SPIRIT SPEAKING IN THE HEART.
THE DIVINE WARFARE.
10. 2. 80.
Dear � . � .,
You will get over the difficulties which you name
by simplicity and sincerity, and not looking too much
to rules of conduct.
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You are called upon to follow the Spirit of truth, as
He speaks in your own hearts, not in any audible way, as
the rule, but by spiritual suasion and guidance in the
conscience.
What is right today may be wrong tomorrow, as
to speaking or not speaking. You will be certainly
guided in these matters, in proportion to watchfulness
and humility of heart towards God.
When your love becomes perfect, a thousand diffi
culties will vanish into thin air. You say, But it is not
perfect : what are we to do ? Well, dear souls, do
what all have done, who walk in this glorious love
and light. Keep your hearts close to Him, night and
day : and when you get a fall, and seem to lose sight
of Him for a time, get up again as soon as you can,
and beg of Him not to leave you to perish in the cold
and dark.
He may deal with you as though you were not very
much cared for, for a time ; but if you keep crying
after Him, and holding on, this kind of treatment will
pass away, not to be found any more for ever.
The gate is strait, and the way narrow, and few
there be that find it. Act as though you intended to
be one of that number at any cost. There is nothing
more certain than winning, if you do.
Would you be weighed down with favour, and filled
with glory, at the beginning of the race ? If you were,
you would be of no use to others, and, in the present
dispensation of things, little better than fools in your
selves.
A man must have seen a good many fights before
he is perfectly steady, and calm in his mind, under
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shot and shell. So it is in the divine warfare : prac
tice and constancy make perfect. All the good books
in the world will not make up for the want of these.
It all amounts to being filled with God : that is what
makes a truly good and great man. But before you
are filled, the vessel will have to be tried in many
ways and times�yea, by fire.
Don't be afraid. The full glory will come at last.
THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS.
19. 2. 80.
That query of yours is not very clear, as put in
your note�What am I to understand by that often
repeated saying, "the truth as it is in Jesus"?
If you want to know this, you would have to read
as many answers as there are persons using the ex
pression, because it is probable that not one of a
thousand would sink below the surface of the pro
position.
If you want to know its real meaning, irrespective
of the speaker, W.B.S. might answer to you�drink
out of thine own well : it is deep enough, and clear
enough, without borrowing. However, supposing you
care to hear what might be said by him to whom you
propose the query, take what follows.
W.B.S.
Dear
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You are to understand, for the substance of the
thing, that which comes up and flows forth when God
and man become one�when the anointed One speaks
and is heard, when the life is in the ascendant.
W.B.S.
186.
LYING MIRACLES OF "FAITH-HEALING."
23. 2. 80.
* * * You have not yet got to the bottom of
the question of "a faith so far genuine that it can
move mountains," &c. The most pronounced and
least doubted cases of this kind, when well sifted by
a mind free from superstitious fear, and under the
warm influence of divine love and heavenly light, are
found to be evidences of the power of advertising,
worldly prudence, or religious cunning, and, divinely
considered, of lying, rather than of " a faith that can
move mountains," &c.
When you leave all these carnal things for a quiet
resting-place in the divine heart, if you have been
called thereto, the "puzzle" of them will soon be
taken away.
Satan, as an angel of light, is the great master-
mover of these counterfeit and lying wonders. When
he once gets weak professors on this line of things,
his work is done ; for they hardly ever get clear
again, but remain vain talkers, idle wonderers, carnal
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believers, and, spiritually, lying dreamers, all their
days.
If possible, dear child, get out of these horrible
fogs, raised by the Prince of Darkness, into the pure
sunlight of divine favour and love : then, in the will of
God, without any hocus-pocus, or the horn-blowing
of a corrupt "Christian" press, the sick may be
healed, and wonders of grace may be experienced.
These things, however, will be in strict subordi
nation to the divine will, and, the sweet, perfect love
of God ; and will be no more sought after by a truly
divine man, at this day, than nuggets of gold in Picca
dilly, or precious stones in Hyde Park.
W.B.S.
187.
OUTLOOK IN PEACE ON THE WORLD.
SWEDENBORG.
27. 2. 80.
Dear � . � . ,
Don't give way, if you can help it, to a gloomy,
morose spirit. If this world were a thousand times
bigger than it is, and were as full then as it now is with
religious cant, half-heartedness, and delusion, this
would not be a sufficient ground for unbelief, and a
state of mind bordering on despair. Do not forget
that there is in him infinite wisdom and power to
counteract all this with the most perfect ease, and
to keep you in the midst thereof in perfect peace ;
yea, and to make even you a comfort to others.
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Did you never taste a little of the sweetness of His
love, or see just one little glance of His beauty?
Well, dear child, if you did, remember that it was
only a drop from an infinite fountain�a ray of beauty
from a divine abyss, ready at any day or hour to
swallow you up.
As to the " New Church "�if it be that set agoing
by Swedenborg, you must pay no attention to their
high talk : it is only high flesh, and of the first birth.
The holy unction and heavenly substance are entirely
wanting, so that a true-born child of heaven finds
nothing better than high rational talk in his most
elaborate works. The " power" in them is only the
witchcraft of the Prince of Darkness, working on re
ligious feeling.
Swedenborg found it necessary to ignore a consider
able portion of the Scriptures, they not being recon
cilable with his Theological dogmas and fanciful
interpretations� to say nothing of his dreams and
other fooleries, called "memorable relations."
There are about a dozen of his pieces, with the
most taking titles, used here to stick old letters in, or
to write copies on. Take one or two of their flaming
titles�"Angelic Wisdom concerning the divine love" ;
?
180 pages : "Angelic Wisdom concerning the divine
Providence " ; 299 pages. One or two more will do�
" On the divine love " : " Concerning the divine wis
dom " ; 87 pages.
There is one book, put forth by an "ill-advised,"
but learned Swedenborgian in America, who felt it his
duty to swallow the whole hog, not often seen by the
common run of New-Church people, that at once
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shows any but the stone-blind where Swedenborg
was�his Spiritual Diary. Nothing in Bedlam sur
passes this, when seen in the light of heaven.
Don't trouble yourself to look after these things.
It is only a waste of time : and if you be not called
thereto, will grieve the Divine Spirit, and perhaps be
the cause of adding to the weight of your trials.
Be a little child, dear soul, a loving infant near His
heart: then all will soon be well.
W.B.S.
188.
PATIENCE WITH "SAINTS." Wm. DELL.
6. 3. 80.
* * *
" must be thought of gently."
This was not intended to cast a veil over that eye
which sees deeply into men and things, but simply,
my son, to bring to your remembrance that the Infinite
One is of great patience, and that slip-shod 4 'Saints"
are good exercise for His dear children in this re
spect.
Yes : Wm. Dell was an enlightened man in his day.
His ?' Tryal of Spirits" is being re-printed. It will
be a pleasant mouthful to those who have not yet
learned to live on Manna alone : to the hypocrites
another thing.
Never say, enough, dear , till all is as smooth
as oil, as sweet as honey, and as bright as the sun,
when he shines at midday. When this is the case, to
give or receive a World will be little thought of.
W.B.S.
"FRIENDS" AND THEIR PRINCIPLES. 193
I89.
A RELIGIOUS WEN.
* has a wonderful load of stuff on his back.
Can you help him in any way to heave it off ? Or has
it become a great wen, which cannot be removed
without loss of life ?
W.B.S.
190.
"FRIENDS" AND THEIR PRINCIPLES.
13. 3. 80.
* * * Yes : that is true about " Friends."
They are in confusion between their "principles,"
and the real internal state of their souls. The truth
is, every man has to pass through a strait gate, and
walk in a narrow way, before Eternal Light shines
constantly in his heart with sufficient heat and clear
ness to put out the stars, and banish the fogs.
Eternal Love will not go halves with half-hearted,
double-sighted ones, no matter how they may twist
the first-birth man by Quakerly or any other law.
The tree must be made good before the fruit will be
good.
Before men and women can speak with authority
for God, they themselves must have been made good
* [A publisher of religious books and tracts. See Letter No. 194.�Ed.]
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and clean by operations, which none will, or can,
bear, but those who are willing to die out of every
thing with Christ on the Cross � yea, who have
already died and risen again into a new life.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
igi.
THE SCRIPTURES.
13. 3. 80.
Dear ,
Do not fight the battles of the Lord from a bottom
of religious and scriptural intelligence only. When
you have to deal with those who are fully bent on
their own carnal way, look to the Giver of light : if
He gives a word, well : if not, leave them, with a
faithful warning, to the delusions of their own hearts.
As to the difficulty about Christ and the devil in the
temptation, there is nothing in it to favour the strength
of the Scriptures, of themselves, as a weapon of ag
gressive warfare : for both the devil and Christ
quoted them. The devil was not overcome by them,
but by that word of power given to Christ at the time
�
" Get thee hence, Satan." If this had not hit him
in the right place, he might have kept on quoting
Scripture like a Darbyite.
Every question as to reading, etc., must be settled
by divine guidance, under a serious- exercise of mind,
upon its own merits. The difficulties attending all
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these things will mostly vanish into thin air, when
God is all in all�when the heart is entirely His�
when death with Christ on the Cross has been fol
lowed by a new life � when old things have faded
away, and all things have become new.
W.B.S.
192.
THE AIM OF LIFE�DYING WITH CHRIST.
29. 3. 80.
Dear ,
It was pleasant to receive so sensible a letter from
you. There is just one thing that you require bring
ing to your remembrance, that is, dear child, that His
most precious gifts are of grace and favour.
It is not meant that you will not have to learn many
things about yourself and others ; yet, dear soul, if
you are to become a star of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd mag
nitude in the heaven of holy love, it will be through
a plenitude of the Spirit, the free gift of God. The
great aim of your life should be, to become divine in
love : then, everything else will follow. A divine
object must have a divine love : but a divine love is
out of the power of the creature : therefore must
come of grace and favour.
There is no more fatal snare than putting off the
Almighty Lover with religion, propriety, morality,
honesty, and other good things of their kind. To
keep these excellences in good order is beyond the
N 2
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power of the creature, yet how many work at this
slavery all their days, without real success, or true
satisfaction of heart.
The only cure for this sublime foolery, is to die
with Christ on the Cross, out of all that is not God.
In doing so, there will follow a new life, from which
all that is good, excellent, and lovely, will spring
forth with the fulness and constancy of the rays of
the sun.
So, dear soul, let this be that hidden secret, that
shall lie in the profound abyss of your being, and
hardly be known to any : �/ will be entirely His, that
with infinite meekness, sweetness, and humility, I
may be able to say, He is altogether mine.
W.B.S.
193-
GUIDANCE IN BUSINESS DEALINGS.
29. 3. 80.
Dear ,
Each case of the kind that you name would have to
be decided upon its own merits, under an exercise of
mind, and in the divine fear.
If a " Clergyman
" somewhat tender and consistent,
according to his light, were to apply to a true child of
the Father, in the ordinary way of business, it would
not be likely that the gracious one would be called
to block his wheels with an immediate�"don't do
business with false prophets here."
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On the other hand, a " Priest " of a known wicked
life, and a persecuting disposition towards the lambs of
heaven, might lead the divine Spirit to call upon a
faithful tradesman to say, that he could not with a
good conscience deal with such a one. But to make
either of these cases absolute, as a rule of general
action, would not be wise.
You see, , there is no helping you, really, in
this business : after all, the responsibility of deciding
rests upon your own head.
The Lord be gracious to you, my son, and help you
to do the right thing, in the right way, and at the right
time.
W.B.S.
194.
RELIGIOUS RICHES.
[TO a religious publisher.]
8. 4. 80.
Dear Soul,
You will find little satisfaction in dealing in any way
with [a " Plymouth" tract-writer]. He was
faithfully warned, years ago, through W.B.S., but
would not desist. Now he is given up to shameful
drunkenness, spiritual fornication, with all filthiness
and lies.
All that you have sent has been received. There
has been great reluctance to write even a line.
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A Camel to pass through a needle's eye�strait gate
�is a miracle : but a Camel loaded with thousands of
" good books " and " evangelical tracts," has brought
to a stand your friend,
W.B.S.
195-
RELATIONS MOSTLY ENEMIES TO A
SPIRITUAL MAN.
7- 5- 80.
Dear ,
******
As to the "life of the spirit," my son, it is all
summed up in a very few words : Die out of every
thing not of Him, and love Him entirely, with all your
heart, mind, soul and strength.
Amen.
W.B.S.
P.S.�Ah, you mentioned your family. Beware of
them : relations are mostly the greatest enemies a
spiritual man has. They generally like things to be
all comfortable, with little of the Cross and Love
of God.
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I96.
NO LIMIT IN DIVINE LOVE.
10. 5. 80.
Dear ,
What would you more? You must love Him en
tirely�with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.
This will bring along with it all wisdom and prudence
and spiritual understanding.
******
Aim in everything, dear son, at the centre of His
heart. There is no limit in divine love.
W.B.S.
197.
SOMETHING THAT HINDERS.
22. 5. 80.
Friend ,
It is only a sense of duty, after your kindness, that
compels W.B.S. to send a word of caution.
Look well to yourself inwardly, and see if there
be anything which hinders the free course of the
divine life and love. There is a sense given here that
such is the case. The path of the just, when nothing
hinders, grows brighter and brighter, sweeter and
sweeter, nearer and nearer to the light of eternal day.
W.B.S.
200
ig8.
BUSINESS IN THE DIVINE WILL.
DIVINE FAVOURS.
25. 5. 80.
Dear � . � . ,
You are under a right guidance. As the new crea
ture comes to manhood in Christ, there is no " going
to law," and there is also a perfect submission to
the divine will in the way of conducting business.
You will avoid making a strait jacket for yourself in
these matters, which would be little better than a
Pharisee's robe ; or hastily putting upon others what
the divine Father, by His Spirit, brings upon yourself.
If you continue to do these things in the Cross,
to please Him, though your sails do sometimes shake
in the wind a little, through over much nicety in your
course, be assured that a time will come, when He
will so order matters as to please you, and bring
peace into your borders and habitation.
If there be not perfect submission, divine favours
would work the wrong way. Or if there be not a
perfect love of Him and His will, above all other
considerations whatever, pleasant providences would
only, in subtle disguise, blow out that part which
has its life in self-will, and under various pretences
would have its own way.
Don't forget that the highest enjoyment of God and
godliness is open to the way-faring man, though a
fool. A constant dying out of self-will in all things,
with a never-failing breathing after the Father's love,
brings, sooner or later, to the immovable City of Peace.
W.B.S.
201
igg.
HALF-HEARTED SEEKING. A TRUE LOVER.
26. 5. 80.
Dear � .,
When you seek Him and His love with all your
heart, you will find Him : hardly before. How can it
be expected that an infinite Lover should be won by
half-hearted sighs and indifferent longings ?
Ah, dear soul, don't say that there is no great
question on hand, if this be not decided. It is not,
and never will be, decided, till He has uncovered His
beauty to your soul, and you are ravished with His
Love. Hewill hardly do this to a half-hearted seeker.
Of late something has been heard of the sighings
of a true lover. Take one or two of the expressions.
Ah, my Love, I kiss Thee in my spirit a million
million times every day. Thou art my all and in all,
every moment. A satisfying portion Thou art. No
thing is too much to give to Thee. I would love Thee
in my heart, soul, and spirit, more than Thou hast
been loved from all eternity by every creature Thou
hast made.
Of course you may say that this is excessive, and
philosophically untruthful : indeed it seems like the
enthusiasm of some demented creature.
To which the enthusiast might reply : Not so un
truthful or unphilosophical as at first sight appears.
It is but an outward, finite, expression of an inward,
infinite, quality or substance, which burns brighter
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and brighter every day. It scarcely can be called
excessive, as it brings no reaction, and seems but
little to give to the Everlasting One.
For the present, Farewell.
W.B.S.
200.
ENTIRE LOVE. HOLDING BACK NOTHING.
8. 6. 8o.
Dear ,
It is pleasant to hear that things are running a little
smoother. Go right in, with the divine power, for
an entire love, dear soul, before your hair turns grey.
There is a place of Rest in His bosom, if you will
cast everything by the board for it. You won't get
it without. Infinite Love does not give Himself to
half-hearted lovers, or orthodox, talkative seekers.
Principles and the best of " Isms
"
are nothing with
out the substance.
The substance is known only in a love which is
perfect and entire, and that holds back nothing :
burning in Him brighter and brighter to the perfect
day. This comes also of grace and favour.
With love, Farewell.
W.B.S.
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201.
DON'T HURRY HIM.
18. 6. 80.
Dear
,
Don't try to hurry Him. Don't grieve Him. Don't
love anything but Him, except for Him and in Him.
W.B.S.
202.
PATIENCE.
22. 6, 80.
Be patient, dear soul, be patient. Self-denial and
patience are good gauges of true Love.
There is hardly anything sweeter to the heavenly
Bridegroom than patience. He never forgets to re
ward self-denial and patience.
W.B.S.
203.
"SACRED MUSIC."
23. 6. 80.
Dear ,
"Sacred" music is worse than "profane": it
counterfeits the sweetness of God. Profane counter
feits nothing, but goes in for pleasure and excitement
without hypocrisy or disguise.
W.B.S.
204 DIVINE CHASTENING.
204.
VESSELS OF DISHONOUR.
24. 6. 80.
Dear � . � .,
A self-will opposed to the divine will lies at the
bottom of all "vessels of dishonour": where there
is no self-will, no opposition to the turnings of the
divine hand, a vessel to honour is sure to appear
on the wheel. All vessels of wrath have put "the
long-suffering of God
"
beyond the point of endurance.
This cannot be done by one who is meek and lowly
of heart Godward�who counts all as dross compared
with His Love, and with the possession of a new heart
connatural therewith.
Hold on, dear soul, in watchfulness and patience.
That ' 4 groaning
" which is accompanied with patience
and meekness of heart is from above.
The path of the just shineth brighter and brighter.
There is no bottom to that abyss of love, which will
swallow up those who have no will but to please,
at any cost, the Beloved of their souls.
W.B.S.
205.
DIVINE CHASTENING.
13. 7. 80.
Dear ,
Bear temptation and inward trial, when it comes,
manfully. These things are to prepare for more
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inward peace and glory� to bring all things to an
equality. If troubles and afflictions were applied
only by your earthly friends, and those who love you,
what poor contemptible troubles they would be. Who
among your friends would bring the thumb-screw to
the requisite tightness ? Which of them would make
the rack, when you were on it, more than an old
curiosity ? Then again, if you were to be well beaten
with rods, could you depend on any of your lovers
to lay on with a right good will? Be thankful, dear
child, that you have one Father and Lover�Him that
is in heaven�that has heart big and noble enough
to do the right thing. Therefore, dear soul, when
He allows you to be put to the utmost point of en
durance, be patient, and bear it manfully. If you
do, the sweetness of the love, which He will pour
into your spirit, will infinitely more than pay for all.
W.B.S.
206.
DEVOTEDNESS TO GOD. THE DILIGENCE
THAT MAKETH RICH.
15. 7. 80.
Dear ,
There is one thing that you may remember with
advantage, while watching and waiting, that is, never
to forget the aim set before your spirit in the acme
of all the promises, which is, or ought to be, the
fundamental principle of all God-service�Thou shalt
LOVE Him with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength.
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When a measure of the divine glory covers the
mind, for the time being there is satisfaction and
peace, with an unutterable, quiet love of the Giver
of all good.
But when this glory passes for a time, the soul
is, in a measure, left to its own freedom and liberty
of action, and is then subject to temptations and
trials. Now, dear soul, these are the times�and
they make up the greater part of your life�when
you are called to cultivate love to Him. It is not
meant that a false flame is to be got up, but simply,
in your freedom, the mind is to be encouraged in a
loving remembrance of Him, and the spirit is to be
pressed lovingly towards Him, with or without words.
If "nursing wrath" keeps it warm, nursing love may
do so too. It will, dear soul : this is the diligence
that maketh rich.
You might see the working of this principle, by
comparison, in lower things. Had you a favourite
dog, even, that was ever at your heels, and always
obedient, who had hardly a wag of the tail for any
body but yourself, who was constant in a decided
preference to you through all circumstances whatever,
this creature would, doubtless, call forth your pro
tection and favour : indeed, you would naturally
cherish such a one, without reasoning or calculation,
spontaneously. How much more then will your
Father, Master, Lover, and Friend, in whose image
you are intended to shine, and with whom you are
called to live in perfect spiritual affinity, look gra
ciously and lovingly towards you, when your heart
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goes out after Him in all weathers, under all cir
cumstances, and with an infinite preference to all
other lovers. �
It was simply for lack of this cultivation of love,
that only a very few of the six hundred thousand
passed over Jordan into the promised land. The
same fault has worked fatally to the present day, and
is now working. The Quakers, and other religious
people, have been brought to nought, spiritually,
because in the place of aspiring to the acme of pro
mises � the centre of the heart of God � the only
source of truly solid and joyous life�they were con
tent, in the main, to do their duty as servants, and
serve the blessed God simply as a Master and King :
thus leaving half of their hearts' capabilities for some
thing or somebody else.
, don't you see a thing or two in these few
lines, more precious than gold and rubies? Dear
soul, in divine power and love go in and win.
W.B.S.
207.
TROUBLES HELP TOWARDS THE STRAIT
GATE.
26. 7. 80.
>
That afflicted soul may be thankful to God for her
troubles: they are evidently necessary to keep her
face towards the strait gate, if not to help to force
her through it.
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The right thing for her to do is, if possible, when
under a gracious influence, to bring her spiritual
affairs to a crisis by applying to the blessed God,
in the same earnest and real way that the poor people
did to Christ in the days of His flesh; making the
difference of looking to His Spirit in her heart, in
the place of expecting outward signs or forestalled
manifestations.
If the love of the world and half-heartedness hinder,
this will soon be shown to her, when she wrestles
with God, and cries to Him against her heart's hy
pocrisy.
It is, mostly, latent hypocrisy, half-heartedness, and
unbelief, that keep away from the love of God. He
is always the same, really, towards those who are
truly heavy-laden, and who come to Him with all
their heart and soul.
Baxter, Tayler, Tersteegen, and the clergyman, will
only set her a-weaving a superfine Pharisaic robe,
unless she previously presses through the strait gate
by prayer and faith, and learns to know and to obey
the Shepherd's voice.
God will bring her through this gate, if she looks
to Him, and cries to Him fervently and faithfully. He
will give her supernatural faith at the right time.
There is a point in every true Christian experience,
when that which is spiritual rises to the ascendant
over that which is natural.
This change is often accompanied with great heav-
ings and tossings of heart and mind, which are not
unfavourable signs.
W.B.S.
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208.
ENTIRE LOVE.
8. 8. 80.
Dear ,
There is nothing to add here, more or less, than
that you will never be at rest and peace, till you love
God entirely with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength. This is His gift in Christ.
Don't, dear child, let your own attractions, or any
other object, keep you away from this Love. His
Love is the only love that grows brighter and stronger
for ever.
W.B.S.
209.
THE CLAY AND THE POTTER.
16. 8. 80.
Dear ,
Be passive, before God, dear soul: be passive.
By this means you will come to know the Shepherd's
voice more clearly, and the love-union between you
will become stronger and stronger.
The more you become united to God, the more
passive you will become under His hand.
You will really know His will concerning yourself,
only as you become as clay under the hands of the
Potter.
W.B.S,
o
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2IO.
SCRIPTURES MISAPPLIED AND MADE A
SNARE.
27. 8. 80.
Dear ,
There is a faith which is of God, and a faith which
is of man. The passages of Scripture on the right
hand correspond to the condition of those who have
the first : when they are held in self-will by those
who have only a belief which is of man, they are
a delusion and snare of the most fatal character.
You must look from more sides than one, if you
make even the Scriptures your principal guide. The
kingdom of God� that is, His reign in the heart�is
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Can
a man have these spontaneously springing up�not
to say, though it might be said, as rivers flowing
out of his belly�and not know it? not feel it? But
the true sons of God, they who have the faith which
is of God, have this, and therefore feel the Spirit
of adoption, crying within them, or sweetly attesting
to them their sonship, and also giving a spiritual and
divine evidence that they are led by the Spirit of God.
The bastards�they who are begotten by a faith
which is of man only�have it not; and, therefore,
have continually to be stuffing each other up with
stolen and misapplied Scriptures, to raise up a counter
feit peace, and joy, and love.
Ask yourself where is that Scripture which can
assure you that you are a true-born son of God�
which can cause rivers of Hying water to flow out
of the belly. This is the work of God by His Spirit.
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Any creature or people that do not bring this test
to the front in themselves, and, of consequence, before
others, are liars and false prophets, though they may
never speak a sentence which may not be found in the
Scriptures.
The Scriptures, and rational deductions from them,
are the sheep's clothing of the false prophets of this
day : but they cannot hide the wolf from the opened
eye, nor can they deceive the spiritual man�that is,
one in whom the heavenly Solomon lives and reigns.
Follow the true Shepherd's voice. He speaks with
in. The kingdom or reign of God is within.
God dwells in the saints, not as a dummy, but to
give light and life without measure or end. Hallelujah.
Amen.
W.B.S.
211.
LOVE OF GOD.
30. 8. 80.
Dear ,
The blessed God is, and has been, the dwelling-
place of His saints in all generations. Let your love
of Him be of such a character that you need not
be ashamed of it, but, with holy meekness in His
presence, may glory in it, as being in Him and by
Him of infinite force, and growing, to your sense of
it, stronger and stronger day by day.
W.B.S.
o 2
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212.
WATCHFULNESS AND INWARD CRYING TO
HELP AGAINST OUTWARD ENGAGEMENTS.
31. 8. 80.
Dear ,
The substance of a few words has been before the
mind frequently lately, which it is best to place before
you, that both the seer and the seen may profit. Your
uncommon intelligence and religious qualifications and
virtues, will make you a favourite, where favour is
worth having. But these conditions are not, as the
rule, favourable to the heavenly stream being deep
and constant in the spirit : they have a tendency to
keep you in the shallows. Also, your avocations,
being so numerous, tend in the same direction.
There is only one cure for all this : you will have to
become more enamoured of the Divine Goodness. To
secure this, there may be, or will have to be, watch
fulness and an inward crying towards Him, attended
perhaps with many heavings and tossings of heart, till
the divine principle of heavenly Love has a decided
working preponderance in your spirit. This may
make you a little more absent and grave, but none
the less inwardly sweet for that ; and will amply
repay in the long run, bringing the blessing of Him
whose intimate favour is worth infinitely more than a
thousand worlds.
W.B.S.
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213.
TO ENTIRE LOVE GOD GIVES HIMSELF.
6. 10. 80.
Dear � . � .,
The sum of the whole matter is to love Him
entirely.
In proportion as this is verified, all is peace at
the centre : the life bubbles up continually, and living
waters flow forth towards eternal day.
All bereavements, afflictions, and temptations, bear
upon this point. The Everlasting Jah has nothing
better than Himself to give : but He cannot give Him
self where He is not longed for entirely.
Spiritually and divinely considered, is a vain
babbler, taking people away from the measure of
Christ in themselves, and lifting them up into the
windy regions of religious imaginations and vanity.
W.B.S.
214.
J. N. DARBY.
25. 10. 80.
Dear � . � . � . ,
All, for substance, that you need, or can, say in this
case is that J. N. Darby is out of the Life, and indeed
never was in it in such measure as fitted him rightly to
divide the Word of Life.
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All that he has done, and is doing, as a leader, being
from no higher principle than religious flesh and
intelligence, he brings forth the same in others, and
is therefore one of the most finished and influential
Antichrists of this day.
God alone can show you this in the mystery thereof.
Therefore, my son, do not make haste.
W.B.S.
215.
FALSE PRAYERS AND FALSE TEACHING.
29. 10. 80.
Mind what you are about. It is easy to work the
testimonies of good men into a higher form of spiritual
uncleanness than is prevalent, while the mystery of
spiritual iniquity remains fast grounded in the heart.
You will have to cease from false prayers and false
teaching, or you will never be able to do the will
of God.
The mystery lies in this�getting the letter of the
true, and retaining the spirit of the false : or, in other
words, religious intelligence and own will supplanting
the present will of God.
W.B.S.
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2l6.
RELIGIOUS FLESHLY LOVE.
31. 10. 80.
Dear ,
You will have to be careful of religious fleshly love :
it is a most insidious and powerful enemy to the true
Life. This is for your guidance : not that you are
to adopt extreme measures hastily, unless the call
is clear. Your safety and prosperity in everything
depend upon abiding His judgments patiently, and
being meek, watchful, and lowly, under His favours.
Don't look out. Years may be lost in casting about to
the right and left for a little comfort. Be wise, and
have your all in Him.
W.B.S.
217.
A TRUE LOVER.
4. 11. 80.
Dear Soul,
Aim at your Centre. Cast your heart's love entirely
upon Him. Inly sigh, quietly groan, and constantly
long for His fulness, who Himself is the sweetest of
all sweets, and whose love is beyond all words, and
grows stronger and stronger day by day. Your
heart is big enough : your will is strong enough.
Nothing is wanting but the heavenly breath�the holy
oil, the divine unction, the sweetness of God.
2l6 TOUCHES OF GRACE.
You are not called to be religious only : this would
be of no use to you. You are called to be a true
lover, one in whose heart there is no guile, and in
whose spirit the holy fire burns without intermission,
night and day.
Ah, dear soul, be a man of God, a true and faithful
son of the Father, that upon earth you may taste that
holy Peace, a fulness ofwhich constitutes the Paradise
of God.
W.B.S.
218.
TOUCHES OF GRACE.
5. 11. 80.
Dear ,
Look up for the heavenly touches of grace. It is a
weary thing to be religious without the fire of divine
love in the heart. This will be known only as you
come to experience the softening, melting, touches
of grace.
Without these there is no regeneration ; no passing
the strait gate ; no anchoring within the veil ; no real
knowledge either of God or of Christ.
Look for these touches through Christ and in Christ.
Through Him, as for you : in Him, as in you, by His
light and grace.
Nothing is acceptable to the blessed God that springs
not from the touches of grace. Head-knowledge and
heart-feeling soon pass away without renewed touches
of grace.
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All that you require to make you a dear saint of
God, and to change you from glory to glory, is the
frequent repetition, in your heart, of the heavenly
touches of grace.
W.B.S.
219.
SWALLOWED UP IN HIM.
21. 11. 80.
******
Dear , never say enough, till you are, body,
soul, and spirit, swallowed up in Him. When this is
the case, still keep pressing nearer and nearer to His
heart. All sweetness, wisdom, and eternal rest and
peace, are in His bosom. There you may always find
W.B.S.
220.
THE "SALVATION ARMY."
23. 11. 80.
Dear ,
There was gladness of heart on reading your sense
of the S.A. [Salvation Army ?] craze. The mystery of
iniquity has many appearances, but the root of it is
one in all of them�man, number one ; ;the blessed
God, number two : number one the leader ; number
two, as far as possible, made to be the follower.
2l8 CHRIST AND HIS MEMBERS ARE ONE.
Nevertheless, though men and women "pray," and
sing, and preach, by millions and for ever, they will
never move the Rock of Ages from His right place,
nor cause Him to give them true rest and peace,
while they, under whatever pretences, retain this false
position.
It is a sad thing when a woman like , has
turned aside to help : it makes the mystery of iniquity
more mysterious, as wandering stars such as she may
mislead some : but the truly humble and sincere will
be turned from them.
Dear one, bear patiently the turnings of the divine
hand. The end of all will be your being brought
nearer and nearer to the centre of His heart. This is
to be your resting-place for ever.
W.B.S.
221.
CHRIST AND HIS MEMBERS ARE ONE.
23. 11. 80.
Dear � . � . � .,
You are right : little of the mystery lost can be put
into words. The Father alone can reveal the Son.
Nevertheless, a word or two, as you desire them, may
not be amiss. Christ and His members are one : they
are head and members of one body. The same life,
spirit, and power that was in Him, is in every truly
begotten son of God. The wisdom of God in Him:
the wisdom of God in them. The power of God in
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Him : the power of God in them. The Spirit of God
in Him : the Spirit of God in them. He of God : they
of God. He one with the Father : they one with the
Father. The seed is one in all ; God in Him : God in
them. Christ of the head : Christ of the members.
The head, however, is more honourable than any,
or all, of the other members of the body of God�
the church�the head and members of which are in
God and of God.
That fear which you feel of mixing with others
by writing or talking, is a right fear, and of God.
W.B.S.
222.
OVER-ACTIVITY. GRIEVING THE SPIRIT.
13. 12. 80.
Don't be hasty in forming judgments of that which is
past : you will be sure, if you do, to err on one side or
the other. God is the judge.
Don't be over-zealous in your "search of truth":
rather hold on awhile, and let the Truth search you.
You have, most likely, been over-active long enough.
You may soon come to know your strength, and
where you are : the Cross will show you this. Every
time that you evade what is shown to be your duty,
you grieve or quench the Spirit�you resist the wisdom
and power of God�you trample on the Cross of
Christ. Let the holy Cross come to the front in you.
220 THE " INTERCESSION OF CHRIST."
Here it is that the battle will have to be fought: it
is at this point that you will have to tread the wine
press alone, though not alone. If you give up in
unbelief, you will die. If with divine help you press
through, you will live, and overcome the world, the
flesh, and the devil, in the Spirit of Christ, by the faith
which is of God. You may say, how am I to go into
this battle ? The answer is�be still, and mind your
own business with a quiet mind, and it will soon
enough overtake you, and wax as hot as you can
bear.
May the heavenly Joshua be with you, and bring
you into everlasting peace.
W.B.S.
223-
THE "INTERCESSION OF CHRIST."
15. 12. 80.
Dear ,
The "intercession of Christ" as in the head of the
body�the church which is in God�is spiritual and
divine. The root, ground, or life of it stands in the
unity of the eternal Spirit, from which unity, as from a
divine fountain of infinite mercy, it flows livingly to
every member of the body.
Many think carnally and darkly on this subject,
forgetting that Christ is the gift of the Father's love,
and that there is no mercy or love in the Mediator's
heart, that out-plumbs the mercy and love of God.
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Christ, in all His offices or works, is an example
or representation of the hidden, ineffable, workings of
the heart and mind of the living eternal God. In short,
He is the out-beaming of the Father's glory, and the
express image of His substance.
W.B.S.
224-
CALLED AND CHOSEN.
28. 12. 80.
Dear ,
The longer you live, the more clearly will it be
made known to you, that there be few who are so
called and chosen, as to press out of every entangle
ment into the centre of His heart, and so become One�
He in them, and they in Him : He not without them,
and they not without Him.
There is no doubt here of your being one of this
number : do therefore, dear one, be careful to make
your calling and election sure.
Words would fail to express the meek glory and
childlike sweetness of spirit, Godward, when all that
is contrary to Him is done away, and He has, in
measure, beautified the place of His Rest.
There is no loneliness, when the heart is entirely
His : indeed, when, in His providence, the more lonely,
it is the more peacefully lost in Him. Farewell.
W.B.S.
222 NOT MANY TRUE LOVERS.
225-
NO IDLENESS IN LOVE.
28. 12. 80.
******
There is no "idleness," if you are seeking to love
Him with all your heart, mind, and soul, desiring
in all things to do His will.
If you do this, He will bring you, at the right time,
into a way of duty and privilege, exactly suited to
your capacities, and His sovereign purposes.
W.B.S.
226.
NOT MANY TRUE LOVERS.
11. 1. 81.
Dear ,
It is not " out of sight, out ofmind." You are fre
quently remembered, and a cry, now and again, goes
up on your behalf.
Don't take up with a rest, dear child�woman�
anywhere but in the centre of His heart.
There are thousands of ' 4 excellent religious people
"
in the world, but not many true lovers. , you
have a call to become one of these.
You will never find rest and peace, until you love
Him entirely, with all the force of your mind, will, and
soul. This is His gift. When you seek it with all
your heart, you will find it in Him, and Him in it.
W.B.S.
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227-
ENTIRE LOVE.
21. 1. 81.
Dear � . �
Love Him entirely in your heart of hearts, with a
childlike confidential love, and all will be well.
The troubles that you speak of are only to bring you
more and more to this�to drive you nearer and nearer
to His heart, so that you may be filled with His light
and love, and become a mother in Israel, a woman
of God.
Just in proportion as you become a little child in
Him, and love Him entirely, you will have wisdom
and understanding in heavenly things, and also be able
to break a little bread to the hungry, and give a little
heavenly wine, now and then, to those that are ready
to faint.
Entire Love is the book of books ; the only true
wisdom ; the air of Paradise, and the gate of Heaven.
It is peaceable, watchful, inward, long-suffering and
kind.
You and are not forgotten by
W.B.S.
228.
DELIVERANCE FROM ENTANGLEMENTS.
5. 2. 81.
Dear � . � . � .,
Your position is a trying one : many waves of
anguish will go over your head. Your remedy is
to learn to suffer, and be still.
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God alone can help and deliver you effectually. You
long for a putting forth of His hand to this end. The
way to the attainment of this is an infinite and absolute
submission to the divine will in all things, day by day,
hour by hour, moment by moment.
This seems like telling you to be quiet while dying
on the cross, or to behave yourself decently while
roasting on a gridiron. Well : it amounts to that, and
that is what you will be able to do in the divine
strength.
When you do this in all things, and continually, you
will become settled in God, and see into things that
are eternal and invisible. Amen.
W.B.S.
229-
JACOB BOHME.
15. 2. 81.
* * * Behm, or Behmen, as he is wrongly
called, had a true opening into that which is invisible,
and which remains hidden from " saints " made from
the letter : but becoming acquaintedwith some wealthy
men, who were groping about amongst the fire-philo
sophers, and others of a theosophic cast, he gave way
to reconciling heavenly light with their carnal, though
high, notions. The result was that the greater part
of his writings is unintelligible. It was so to himself,
and has been so to all others, more or less, to this
day.
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You may meet with sentences or paragraphs, here
and there, that hit the mark, and may be pleasant:
nevertheless, as a whole, his writings, if they be
allowed to occupy the mind as a study, are injurious
and pernicious.
The deepest knowledge of God is, according to His
sovereign will, revealed unto babes� loving, faithful
babes�not self-willed, far-reaching, or deep-searching
philosophers. The work of these in divine things
always ends in mistiness and smoke.
W.B.S.
230.
MYSTICS. HASTING TO BE RICH.
22. 2. 81.
Dear � . � . � .,
There have always been true and false mystics.
True mystics are those who are led by the Spirit
of God: false mystics are those who are led by a
spirit which, though not of God, assumes to be so.
The true mystics have ever learned and taught
perfect submission to the divine will in all things.
Sometimes they have seemed to trench upon pan
theism, by asserting oneness of will ; but only seemed,
having retained the holy fear, submission, and love.
True fear and holy love, with perfect submission to
the divine will, strike a death-blow to pantheism,
by maintaining I and Thou with precision and clear
ness.
p
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Satan became a proud, self-willed pantheist, pro
bably, as he fell from the light of heaven into that
darkness which leads to hell.
As to illuminations, whether they be wonderful or
not, they are of lasting value only as they lead to
meekness, gentleness, long-suffering, and love ; or in
other words, to the mind that was in Christ.
If you would become a man of God, you must be
patient, not easily moved up or down in your mind,
either by angels, devils, or spirits : and, above all
things, meek and lowly, because God's reign in the
heart is made known only to little children in spirit.
It is a sign ofmaking haste to be rich, when there is
a longing after great things. He that desires to be
something and somebody will remain, in the reality of
things, and before God, nothing and nobody. This
disposition in earnest souls to be rich often squanders
years of time, and leaves them to be saved as by the
skin of their teeth, at last.
Man's goodness, which is his true greatness, lies
hid in the sovereign pleasure of God, and remains shut
up against self-willed, high-minded, though religious,
thieves and robbers ; but is given with an open hand
to the meek and lowly of heart.
In love,
W.B.S.
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231.
CONSOLATION FROM SCRIPTURE BY
SELF-APPROPRIATION.
14. 3. 81.
# * * Any statement which is spiritually
true, and made under heavenly direction, will contain
such a divine tincture of truth and perfection as will
always discover to the true seed the source from
whence it came. * * *
If the divine Spirit gives endurance and encourage
ment through any Scripture, it is well : but if, by
self-appropriation, "consolation" is drawn from a
passage, and it is fed upon, it is ill.
If by unfaithfulness you bring darkness upon your
spirit, your troubles every way may be increased.
When in trouble, get as low as possible, and kiss
His feet. Surrender your ALL, with body, soul, and
spirit, entirely to Him, or you will be for ever waver
ing to and fro.
W.B.S.
232.
IMAGES. THE GUIDE. GENTLENESS AND
HOLY FEAR.
14. 3. 81.
Be thankful that you are where you are. Don't
make haste. Don't make to yourself images. Don't
give way to imaginations about the Life, or about
p 2
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your Guide. You are guided, though you know it not.
That which softens your heart, now and then, and
takes away the relish for reading, and tells you in
wardly when you do wrong, is your Guide ; and if you
are faithful to His pointings, and give up everything as
He calls for it, He will bring you through all your
difficulties and death, into a quiet resting-place. Not
the death of your body, but the death of your soulish,
religious self.
You may safely tell your wife that when she loves
God entirely, if ever that should be the case, she will
be slow of speech, especially in talking either to Him
or about Him. The babe of glory, when truly born,
knows how to behave himself, and walks in great
gentleness, humility and holy fear.
Your gentle, loving spirit will, under God, win,
in time, upon your wife ; and she will see, in all
you do and say, that you desire only the thing which
is right. You will remember that He has the hearts
of all in His hand, and can bring your wife and your
self nearer than ever, if you behave yourselfmeekly
and long-sufferingly, and do His will as it is made
known in your heart. Amen.
W.B.S.
233-
PICTURES OF THE LIFE. THE INWARD
GUIDE.
16. 3. 81.
Dear ,
You will have to be gentle with , and if
possible, to let her down from the position of her
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leading Christ, in the place of Christ leading her ;
unless, indeed, she has a will of her own, and will
take her own way : in this case, she will have to
be dealt with accordingly.
If she is in close communion with those who have
put forth the enclosed paper, it will be a great matter
to unbottom her, as it is evident that they are full
of themselves, and their religion, and their holiness.
Don't make pictures of "the life," nor make use
overmuch of the pictures drawn by others. To be
simple, gentle, humble, and meek and lowly in heart,
is what your inward Guide will always lead you to,
and be well pleased with. Follow these things with
all your soul and spirit. If you do, some day you will
find a perfect resting-place in His heart. Amen.
W.B.S.
234-
NATURAL APPETITES. CREATURELY
HASTE.
12. 4. 81.
Dear ,
You will have to discern between sin and natural
appetite. There can be no sin, strictly speaking,
when the will remains true to God.
As the new man grows in God, there will be
sufficient light, love and power to save from defiling
the conscience, or losing the light of His counten
ance during the heaviest temptation from within or
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without. In a man in Christ this light and power
keep everything in due subordination.
* * * * * *
One thing all must avoid, that is, striving� in a
latent way perhaps�to get the Father to make such
alteration in the actions of the bodily constitution,
that there may be nothing contrary�according to the
creature's notions�to His life and love remaining.
******
Nothing hinders the progress of this great work
more than the creature wanting all this in its own
will and time ; so that it may be�to speak out
plainly what is seldom thought of�a great one in
holiness and excellency, and so something and some
body in the kingdom of God.
M. G.'s [Guion's] advice drives in the right direc
tion: only make it incline more towards childlike,
loving trust in God and His salvation, than to any
clever ordering of the mind or its thoughts.
The kingdom of God is His reign in the heart:
but this rule, as to the means necessary to its per
fect accomplishment, is modified by divine wisdom
in each individual case ; so that, if the great Worker
is not hindered, the world, the flesh, and the devil,
are all made eventually to further the progress and
growth of the meek and lowly child of grace.
Hallelujah. Amen.
W.B.S.
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235-
THE GATE TOO STRAIT.
24. 4. 81.
You have made a fool of yourself, and will be
making bricks to your dying day.
Had you been patient, humbling yourself, and
thrown out of the window your religious trumpery,
He would have taken you into His heart, and taught
you better than to be making fires on a Sabbath
day. But no : something or somebody was too much
or too good to give up : so you have added to the
number of those who find the gate too strait.
W.B.S.
236.
NEITHER HOT NOR COLD.
26. 4. 81.
Yes : that is it : that which hinders has to be re
moved; and here it is that the great majority miss.
It is removed by the turnings of the divine hand,
mixed at times with internal judgments. Many that
are called will not abide these with patience ; and so
stop short of an entire Love, and thus become neither
one thing nor another. Dear soul, by His grace,
die rather than settle the matter thus. Who can
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plumb the depth of that saying� "I would thou
wert cold or hot. So because thou art lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, I will spue thee out of my
mouth " ?
W.B.S.
237-
PATIENCE IN SUFFERING.
29. 4. 81.
Dear � . � . � . ,
In all your tribulation be patient. Await deliver
ance from above. Leave yourself in the divine
hand. Abide in the Spirit of Christ. Keep your
mouth shut, when He allows you to be smitten hard.
You are naturally tough in the grain, and sturdy
in spirit; so need vamping and the tribulum.
Love Him that rolls you up and thumps you on
all sides : it is for your good. Then all will be
well. He will bring you through.
Dear , be patient, and as still as possible. If
you are, heaven on earth awaits you.
W.B.S.
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238.
THE PASSAGE TO REST.
23. 5. 82.
Be of good courage, dear soul. The time will
come when mind, heart, and will�all your powers
of thought and feeling�will be one in Him, with
Him. The passage to this may vary between sweet
and bitter, rough and smooth : but when He and you
are one, the centre will be at rest; yea, more than
rest. There will be a constant sense of love, in
creasing love, which love will grow stronger and
stronger day by day.
He alone can satisfy the infinite craving of your
immortal spirit: but He can, and will do it, if you
deny yourself, lovingly, and in every little thing
follow Him.
W.B.S.
239-
RELIGIOUS BLINDNESS AND PHARISAIC
SELF-WILL.
28. 5. 81.
�
. . ,
It is not too much to say to you�Alas, you are
a foolish old man, full of religious blindness, and
Pharisaic self-will.
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Those who are led by the Spirit of God�and they
are no true sons of His who are not�don't tell un
truths, and quote .the Scriptures, as to their meaning,
falsely.
In your letter to � . � . you do these things, and
also speak in a way which shows, to the eye
opened of God, that, though old in years, you are
but a novice in vital godliness, and really an enemy
� ignorantly, it may be hoped�to the spiritual reign
of God in the hearts of the children of men.
You say in yours� "Your friend who calls himself
a man of God," &c. This is false. The Letters
were not published by the writer of them, and the
title of the book, which is not his, was contrary to
his choice. Not one of the Letters was written for
publication, nor was printing dreamt of. They were
published, from a sense of duty, by the Editor, who
had received some of them, and profited by them.
Nevertheless, the writer of them is not ashamed
either of the title, or the contents, which, when
necessary, he can, under God, make good in those
particulars objected to by such as you.
Then again, as to quoting the Scriptures, as to
their meaning, falsely ; let a note written by � . � .
on your letter, which he forwarded to the writer of
this, put you to shame. You say falsely, "Your
friend very much undervalues the Scriptures, and
does not recommend people to study them, but
Jesus said, Search the Scriptures," &c. � . � .'s
note on this is:�"No: what He said was a rebuke
for sticking in the letter, instead of coming to Him
self. There was no need of telling the Jews to
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search what they were always searching, because
they thought that they had life in the letter. The
Pharisees said, Search and look (i.e. in the Scrip
tures), to show that Jesus was not the Christ; and
so now-a-days as to His spiritual appearance. They
undervalue the Scriptures, who honour them with a
fleshly and superstitious reverence, instead of coming
to the Spirit that opens them."
The revised version of the "New Testament"
fully justifies � . � .'s remarks: indeed the truth is
clear from any version to the opened eye: but you,
being blind and self-willed spiritually, cannot see
these things, though a messenger from heaven were
to declare them to you.
What a shocking thing it is to hear of an old
man like you ranting, writing, and, probably, print
ing, about God and Christ, and the mysteries of the
holy faith; when it is as clear as the unclouded sun
at midday, to an experienced heart, in which the
blessed God really dwells, that your Christianity is
little more than the working of religious, drunken,
high flesh, warming itself at a fire of its own kind
ling. Stop, if it be possible, before it be too late.
W.B.S.
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240.
ENTIRE ABANDONMENT.
8. 6. 81.
Dear ,
It is your weakness, and a temptation, that leads
you to allow any consideration about to keep you
from an entire abandonment of that which is con
trary to truth and righteousness. Ask the Heavenly
Father so to shed His love abroad in your heart
that everybody and everything on earth or in heaven
may appear, and truly feel, as nothing and vanity in
comparison with Him and His love. As a punish
ment for unfaithfulness, this may not be granted at
once ; but it will come, if sought with all the heart,
and is the only thing to keep from all evil, and to
give a perfect victory over sin, which alone brings
rest and peace.
When you love Him with all your heart, mind,
soul and strength, it will be easy to be faithful in
every relation of life.
W.B.S.
241.
DIVINE SANCTION FOR PRINTING.
15. 6. 81.
Dear � . � . � .,
It is not, principally, a question of good or bad
points, though this may have something to do with
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it. The question lies in a nutshell�Am I truly
moved by the Holy Spirit to print?
They that truly believe do not make haste. Haste
in these matters is of the Prince of Darkness. So,
in future, dear soul, don't print anything about God,
or the kingdom which He sets up in the hearts of
His people, until you can hold the balance with a
steady hand, and hear the voice of the heavenly
Monitor in a serene mind.
The piece has not been seen yet : nevertheless,
it cannot be altogether satisfactory, or there would
not be those misgivings of heart, which yours inti
mates. When anything is done according to the
will of God, He gives peace�peace of heart.
The great lesson which you have to learn is to
be still.
W.B.S.
242.
THE WAY TO REST.
25. 6. 81.
Dear ,
What was said of your passionate nature was to
put you on your guard against yourself ; not to
convey the idea that you were to be despised, or
neglected, or unloved.
Watch for the tenderings and drawings of His
Holy Spirit, and as He gives power, entreat a
deliverance from all that is contrary to pure and
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entire love in your heart. You pass a true judg
ment upon yourself: nevertheless, you may not des
pair, or lose hopefulness. The new creation is of
God, not man. Be assured that nothing is too hard
for Him, and that if, in your weakness, you turn to
Him in that measure of His love which you possess,
and cease from all other helps, He will give you a
Rest in the possession of Himself from all that over
burdens your spirit and wearies your soul.
W.B.S.
243-
WHAT WOULD YOU MORE?
1. 7. 81.
Hold on, dear soul; when you are about being
swallowed up in despair from utter helplessness, He
will take you to His bosom, and more than satisfy
the infinite cravings of your heart and spirit.
He has destined you for Himself, and will give
Himself to you. What would you more, dear soul ?
What would you more?
W.B.S.
239
244-
DIVINE OPERATIONS ON HOLY SOULS.
20. 7. 8l.
Dear ,
Nothing surpasses entire love for true illumination
on divine things. Inspired men, without directly in
tending it, write in such a way as to leave this
without doubt.
There is a sense of holy things in holy souls,
which is beyond the reach of words, and which
loses much of its force by the attempt even to pro
ject it upon the mind of another in the form of a
proposition.
That the light of heaven, yea, that which is from
the mind of the Eternal, will form an unerring picture
of living truth, only upon simple, loving hearts, has
ever gravelled the great, wise, and learned. It is
above nature to become fools, in order to be made
wise of heart.
There is no other way, however; therefore, so
let it be.
With love,
W.B.S.
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245-
ALL WRAPPED UP IN LOVE.
24. 7. 81.
Dear ,
It would be little use trying to tell you and
how to love Him : all that is in the heart at present
is to say that you must keep loving Him more and
more, till there is little or nothing but love left. All
wisdom, graciousness, and heavenly understanding,
are wrapped up in Love�the love of the Spirit�
that love which has its root and life in Him.
W.B.S.
246.
FAITH AND CHRIST'S SALVATION.
27. 7. 81.
Dear ,
As to the question whether "true faith, which is
of the Spirit, allows any limit as to the sufficiency
of Christ's salvation for complete restoration in this
life out of the fall: and in the measure that one
possesses it, will his expectation and desire not be
such ? "�making due allowance for the great breadth
of the terms, "any limit," and "complete restoration
in this life out of the fall," which probably no two
men would define alike ; the answer might be, that
it will not when the faith is strong, and in the as
cendant ; and also that he that possesses this faith
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will "desire" and "expect" the end of it, in the
way that the Most High shall bring it about, though
this may not be in any particular manner after the
will or imagination of the creature.
On the other hand, as you hint, there is doubtless
a possibility of making a test of these things, which
may lead to extremes, if not watched against in the
holy fear and love.
It is not what a man believes, but what he is by
growth in God, that constitutes his real spiritual
condition. From this stand-point it will often be
found that the strong best prove their strength
by bearing with the weakness of the weak, though
at the same time firmly holding in its integrity, as a
sacred treasure which the3r have of God, the purity
and extent of the faith which they possess, and, if
needs be, giving a testimony thereto at all costs.
With love,
W.B.S.
247.
ENTIRE SUBMISSION. PEACE. CONNECTION
OF TRAVAIL AND GLORY.
10. 8. 81.
The hours which you speak of are too long. If
this be a constant thing, you might safely look up
for some alleviation.
o_
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In the meantime, do not forget that no one, who
humbly desires to please the blessed God, will be
left in the dark, or to be overpowered by his
enemies.
The remedy for all evils is patience and humility
of heart, with a determination, through His help and
in His love, to overcome every trial by submission
� entire submission � going right under all. You
have no remedy but thus holding on.
There is an internal city of peace and rest even
for you in this life. The more difficulties you have
to pass through before you enter into it, the sweeter
and more profound it will be, when attained.
There is a mysterious, but real, connection between
the severity of travail, and the weight of glory,
when the rest is obtained.
Cheer up, , and remember Him, who said
from the Cross, Woman, behold thy son ; and to the
disciple, Behold thy mother.
W.B.S.
248.
WHEN UNITED TO GOD, EVERY BITTER
THING IS SWEET.
12. 8. 81.
Dear ,
Since your last letter you have been often before
the mind: at the same time there has been a secret
persuasion that the best help would be that which
cannot be put into words.
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In the face of yours of the 10th, there is a desire
felt to say that nothing is clearer to heart and head
here, than that the real solid contentment of life, to
say nothing of its sweetnesses, bears a just propor
tion to the state of the heart and mind Godward.
When these are fully united to Him in love, every
bitter thing is sweet: how much more then those
things which, in the order of nature, have sweetness
in themselves?
The result of the whole is plain : keep all right
with Him ; that is, keep the love of Him clearly
and to all intents and purposes in the ascendant, and
every good thing will follow.
W.B.S.
249-
A FEW LINES TO
HORATIUS BONAR;
POINTING OUT TO HIM THAT HE IS A MINISTER OF THE
LETTER WHICH KILLETH, NOT OF THE SPIRIT
WHICH GIVETH LIFE:
BY A LOVER OF GOD AND OF ALL MEN.
[Reprint.]
19. 8. 81.
HORATIUS,
You are personally a stranger to him who addresses
you, though spiritually, by divine favour, your gene
ration is clearly seen. It is this last fact, with a
0_2
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sense of duty, that leads to these few lines being
sent to you, not any desire to meddle in so hopeless
a case�hopeless because of your abilities, popularity
and surroundings, to say nothing of the long time
you have been accustomed to deceive yourself and
your hearers and readers.
It were impossible for one truly born from above,
and who from this birth had become a young man
or father in Christ, to write as you do about walking
with God. Daily sinning, or a daily sense of sin, is
altogether incompatible with the standing of a man
of God, or of a true minister of Christ.
When, by the grace of God, a soul is really for
given and truly cleansed from all unrighteousness,
there is a divine power imparted which keeps from
this line of things. It is said, really forgiven and
truly cleansed from all unrighteousness, because
there are thousands at this day who, under the
teaching of false prophets, are led to forgive them
selves, and to cleanse themselves, daily, and yet
remain unclean, their forgiveness and cleansing being
of man, not of God.
That you are a teacher of this class is manifest
by your description of a Christian's walk with God,
given in the Christian Herald, of June the 29th,
which is as follows :�
"Secondly�But how is this walk carried on? I
' '
answer, in the same way in which it began, for
"the whole life of a believing man is just a repeti-
" tion of his first belief, a daily, hourly, repetition
"of his reception of the blood of sprinkling. As a
"sinner he begins each day by taking himself to
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"the blood. As a sinner he goes forth each day.
44
* * * As a sinner he lies down at night, still
44 realizing the blood through which he was first re-
4 4 conciled ; and the process is repeated day by day,
44 and it makes up the life of a believing man."
No truly spiritual man, or prophet of God, or
minister of Christ, could speak thus, any more than
he could or would deliberately sin against the Holy
Ghost. But you have spoken or written this and
other things of the same tendency, which show, to
the opened eye, that you are not a minister of the
new Covenant, which is one of Spirit, life, and
power, but a man-sent, carnal, prophet, who can
only, in the very nature of things, minister the
letter, and sin, and death.
If it be not too late, take this to heart, and give
up deceiving yourself and the people ; so that by
any means, if possible, through the mercy of God,
you may escape the condemnation that awaits lying
preachers and false prophets.
W.B.S.
250.
TROUBLES WELCOME. THE LITTLE CHILD.
7. 9- 81.
Dear ,
You are a burden ; not such a one as to cause a
cessation of love, but still a burden.
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Do, dear child, set your heart of hearts towards
the Beloved, that you may enter into an internal
rest that cannot be moved�the rest of perfect love.
will cling and follow : your destiny is to
lead and guide. It is of infinite importance, there
fore, that you pass into a liberty of soul and spirit,
that will enable you to command with meekness
and certainty, having a constant living sense of the
approbation of the Source of all good.
When the heart is right with Him, troubles are
most welcome, as showing the state of the inner
man, and, under the divine hand, crucifying the old
man, and opening a way for more light, love and
humility being brought forth in the new.
You say, Ah, what am I to do? Simply, dear
child�woman�walk with the Beloved, in the meek
ness and simplicity of a little child.
W.B.S.
251-
GROWTH OF THE DIVINE MAN.
9. 9. 81.
Dear ,
The "nerves" may have something to do with it:
the principal cause, however, probably lies deeper
than these.
The lesson to be learned is, that there is needed
a growth of the divine man�an increase of the
heavenly life and love.
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To secure this, do not hastily meddle with any
thing, past, present, or future, in regard either to
yourself or others, calculated to trouble your spirit.
Whenever anything of this tendency presents itself
to your mind, always let it cause a sinking of your
whole being, more and more, into a childlike, loving
trust in Him�a virgin-like, entire clinging to His
heart�a dying out of everything, that He may be
come, more and more, all in all.
Never make changes during any excitement of
mind : if you have really a call from above, it will
be made known in peace and quietness. Don't
move, as divinely directed, till this is the state of
your heart. If you steadfastly resolve to do His
will in all things, He will not be angry with you
when you try the fleece, in a doubtful case, wet and
dry.
Above all, watch constantly, though not painfully,
that you may be kept from evil, and safely guided
in and by Him, into an immovable and eternal
Peace.
W.B.S.
252.
DELIVERANCE FROM SIN.
26. 9. 81.
There is a time to feel sin, and to groan under
it; and also a time to confess and forsake it, and to
be cleansed from all unrighteousness.
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It appears that you are still groaning under your
filthiness, and have not yet come to the time of
cleansing and deliverance. It is hardly likely that
you ever will, as the Prince of Darkness has in
stilled into your heart a faith that favours sin in
yourself, and encourages it in others : so you are
really a setter-up of his kingdom, a preacher of lies
and iniquity.
Did the Apostle James mean that he was a curser,
when he said, " curse we men," &c. ? Certainly
not. So neither does it necessarily follow that the
Apostle John meant that he had sin, or was guilty
of sinning, when he said, "if we say we have no
sin," &c.
But these things are a mystery to you. Your
faith is in sin, and your life also.
W.B.S.
253-
TO THE SAME.
1. 10. 81.
That is a lying spirit in you, that flatly contradicts
the Scriptures.
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un
righteousness."
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So when you say that there is no cleansing from
all unrighteousness in this world, you are led by a
lying spirit, and are doing the work of the Prince of
Darkness.
W.B.S.
254-
HE GIVES FREELY TO HELPLESSNESS AND
MISERY.
6. 10. 81.
Dear ,
It was pleasant to receive your letter. There is
one remark in it, which, by implication rather than
dogma, goes to the root of the matter. In speaking
of those who know really a little good, you say,
" they know indeed from what depths they have
been plucked for no merit of their own."
Dear child�woman� hold in remembrance the
underscored words, and let them be a guide in your
approaches to Him. He gives to those freely, who
have nothing to offer but helplessness and misery :
anything which brings this state of things home is a
blessing in disguise, though, for the time being, it
may cause great anguish of mind.
You are not called to reason yourself into soul-
trouble, but, when it comes, look for grace to drink
the cup to the very dregs. You say, How? By
entire submission to, and lamb-like acquiescence in,
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all that is brought inwardly against you. It is
through anguish that the creature passes from that
which is natural to that which is spiritual : not that
the anguish is a meritorious cause�not in the least�
but, as the rule, it is an accompaniment with, or
attendant on, spiritual progress.
The unutterable mystery of Christ as sin-bearer,
in its greatness and depth, is known only to the
Eternal Father : suffice it to say that, through and
in Christ, He may be approached hopefully and con
fidently, if there be simplicity and sincerity of mind
and heart.
Be of good courage, , for, although there is
a true sense in which you will have to tread this
winepress alone, there is nothing to justify despair.
W.B.S.
255-
GROWTH.
9. 10. 81.
Dear ,
With watchfulness the birthright of "one of the
least of His children" is a steady, constant, growth
in divine Love.
"A pilgrim" may innocently, now and then, breathe
out an infinite desire.
W.B.S.
TRIALS ARE FAVOURS.
256.
BURDENS.
11. 11. 81.
Yes : the centre of His heart is your resting-place :
welcome, therefore, all burdens, troubles, tribulations,
temptations, and afflictions. If you walk wisely, they
will only sink you deeper and deeper in Him, and
cause you to adore Him night and day with
W.B.S.
257-
TRIALS ARE FAVOURS.
14. 11. 81.
Dear ,
The difficulties which you speak of will vanish as
the new man becomes stronger and stronger, and
you faithfully give up to all that is clearly known
to be the divine will.
Though at first blush appearing to be troubles,
these trials are favours, which are intended to act as
incentives to keep the heart nearer and nearer to
Him, who is the object of supreme regard and love,
and also indirectly to bring on travails of soul and
cries in the heart, which are effectual towards open
ing seal after seal, till the Sabbath of rest and peace
is known.
252 MEEKNESS AND LOWLINESS.
It is a truth, which you will feel to the very
bottom of your being before you go hence, if you
be faithful in love�that everything that happens to
a true child is for good; the more unpleasant to the
first-birth, the better; and none the worse for being
puzzling to the enlightened mind.
All Shewen's books are pleasant at the right time;
but the substance�the living substance� is the real
thing.
W.B.S.
258.
MEEKNESS AND LOWLINESS.
18. 11. 81.
Dear ,
Keep low. Strong expressions of confidence con
cerning great favours to be received, are acceptable
only as they derive their vitality from the divine
root. This holy anointing is always accompanied
with a proportionate measure of simplicity of mind,
and meekness and lowliness of heart.
To be meek and lowly of heart is more precious
than rubies : it is the highest of favours, and is to
Him of great price.
In love,
W.B.S.
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259-
THE LITTLE CHILD IN THE HEART.
23. 11. 81.
Dear ,
If you really desire to please Him� to love Him
as He is worthy of being loved�mind the little child
in your heart.
This heavenly Doctor will teach you all things, be
more to you than a brother or lover, and never
betray your secrets to another.
Ah, dear , mind the little child in your
heart.
W.B.S.
260.
FORBEARING.
23. 12. 81.
Don't be too hasty in pinning men to the earth
with the spear of judgment : this sometimes hardens
Babylonian sincerity into confirmed rebellion.
has laid himself open for the rod in such a
way as is not common : doubtless it will be severe ,
when the time comes. Nevertheless, always re
member that this is not a question between man and
man only.
W.B.S.
254
26l.
RELIGIOUS SELF AND HIGH PROFESSIONS.
23. 12. 81.
That letter of 20. 12. 81. is a foolish attempt to
blind yourself, and to slip over judgment : but it
fails to do it.
If you had acknowledged your former errors, not
to say, lies, no further notice might have been taken
of the matter : but when you take upon yourself to
talk of being moved in ' ' the openings of pure light,"
and after having given a picture of the prophetic or
spiritual experiences of your progenitors, in the place
of confessing your faults, hint at the high position
which you hold as a son of God, it becomes a duty
to let you know that the covering is too narrow to
hide your nakedness ; and also to warn you against
slipping deeper and deeper into the mystery of ini
quity, out of which you have to be brought, before
you can enjoy that rest and peace which are of God.
Hear the truth, my son. You are indeed a cake
half-baked, a silly dove, full of your religious self,
high in profession and in declarations of love, but
without that solidity of experience and union with
Him, which alone fit for real usefulness in His
Church at this day.
Lay this to heart, and take a year or two, or
more if needful, to secure rest from self, and im
movable peace in Him.
W.B.S.
255
262.
CEASING FROM RELIGIOUS SELF.
10. 2. 82.
W.B.S. to
The few Tracts sent to you in a seemingly obtru
sive manner were intended to give you a chance for
your life.
From a speech of yours reported in " The Chris
tian" of 5. 1. 82. it was clear to the mind here that
you had fallen amongst thieves : yet there was such
a seeming innocence and humility of character mani
fested, as to cause a longing of spirit that you might
be brought, by the power of God, into the peaceable
kingdom of Christ, and on earth enjoy a rest from
the turmoil and sin, of one kind or another, that
always attend those who, by a faith of their own,
are trying to lead Christ, and not, by a faith which
is of God�a fruit of the Spirit�being led by Him.
If it be not too late, cease from your religious
self, and from man, and turn to that of God within
yourself, so that you may come to be led by His
Spirit into all Truth.
Amen.
W.B.S.
256
263.
A SAINT. LOVE NOT GOT UP. HOLY
AND WISE.
12. 2. 82.
Dear ,
You have been brought near to the mind and heart
this day or two : therefore, dear child, or rather
woman�getting to be� let liberty be given for a little
relief. Time is flying. You know your calling. You
are to be a Saint.
Now do not let there be any misunderstanding on
this subject. By becoming a Saint is meant simply
that such a change has to be wrought in your heart,
that you will find it not only easy, but as your meat
and drink, to love God and do His will. This love
will not be a made-up or got-up thing, nor will you
have to force it out of your heart: it will flow forth
therefrom, and carry your mind and will with it,
bringing your whole being into a state of peace with
Him, which passeth understanding, and enabling you
to fulfil the duties that may devolve upon you in life,
with meekness, quietness, and a holy, equal, fear,
heavenward.
Come, my child, you must, by His grace, turn over
these things in your mind, and at once, in His power,
give your heart entirely to Him : so that you may,
by loving Him supremely, become eminently holy
and wise.
Yes, dear child,�holy and wise : for, though it be
little known really, and not often thought of, the
divinest wisdom that can be possessed by any human
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being is wrapped up in holy love, the love of the
Spirit. Yea, and more than that, in proportion, and
only so, as you obtain the treasure of divine love,
and cultivate it as your all in all, will you become
spiritually clear in your understanding, and wise,
with the wisdom of God, in your heart.
Amen.
W.B.S.
264.
LOVING ACQUIESCENCE
IN THE DISPENSATIONS OF PROVIDENCE.
20. 2. 82.
Dear ,
* * * The indwelling Word does not allow
to the creature much self-justification or self-asser
tion. True faith in God leaves it to Him to plead
in the hearts of others for what is spiritually right.
He alone has the hearts of men�all men� in His
hand.
It is an infallible law of the divine procedure that
he that exalteth himself shall be abased; while he
that humbleth himself�keeps low in his heart and
mind�shall at the right time be exalted. It is bad
policy to be impatient with an infinite Promiser. His
memory does not become treacherous by the opera
tion of time. To be well with Him is enough.
You will not have an abiding peace till you give
yourself� that is your own will and sense of things
R
TO M. A. GIRLING, ETC.
�over to death. Your own short-comings, and the
wrong-doings of others, may help to this end: your
own, offering reason for humility, and those of others,
however grievous, an opportunity of patience. But
below these things, there must be begotten in your
heart, by divine power and love, a loving acquies
cence in, and submission to, every dispensation of
providence and grace that crosses your path.
If you do this with all your heart, the death that
you need will supervene, and true life and peace
will follow.
Amen.
W.B.S.
265.
[TO M. A. GIRLING, HEAD OF A BODY OF
"SHAKERS."]
15. 3. 82.
Mary Ann,
There is heaviness of heart here on your account.
Another earnest soul netted by the Prince of Dark
ness, through spiritual pride and ignorance.
Some twenty years ago "Bro." Prince of the
Agapemone, who was equal to you in earnestness,
and your superior in education and general religious
knowledge, allowed the father of lies to put him
into somewhat the same figure. He first got above
his friends, and then proclaimed himself immortal,
body and soul.
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Others have played the same game, and have
brought their followers to shame, as all thoughtful
readers of religious history know.
It has generally happened that, when vital godli
ness was at a low ebb, Satan has put forth these
things to bring disgrace upon the everlasting kingdom
of God. High profession from a carnal bottom can
not rightly withstand these his transformings. Never
theless, wherever the divine Spirit has taken up His
abode, and has brought peace and rest to the spirit
and soul, examples like yourself of the subtle work
ings of the lying spirit excite little wonder, and
hardly anything more than sickness and sorrow of
heart.
W.B.S.
266.
TO THE SAME.
23. 3. 82.
Mary Ann,
It is a lying spirit that leads you to say that the
Lord hath made you what you are. Your own
ignorance and wilfulness, egged on by the Prince of
Darkness, have brought you and your deluded fol
lowers to where and what you are.
It is not expected that you will give ear to any
thing that may be said to you. You have gone too
far for that. Nevertheless, having been warned,
R 2
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Providence may do what gentler means have failed
to accomplish.
W.B.S.
267.
"TESTIMONIES" AND THE FIRST QUAKERS.
28. 4. 82.
Don't waste time and money in coming here.
What you need is to learn to be still� to obtain, by
the grace and love of God, dominion over your own
will.
You and your friends are fighting and living from
the "testimonies" [of the early Quakers]: not from,
and in, the present will of God.
The first real Quakers were brought to stillness
through many deaths, by persecutions, imprisonments,
tribulations, and temptations, which made them steady,
sober, patient and watchful, and brought them very
near to Him in love. When they went out to fight,
it was because they could not, without losing His
life and love, stay at home. You and your friends
steal weapons, and go out, as to a wedding, full of
talk and wine. , learn to be still.
W.B.S.
26l
268.
STRAIGHTFORWARD THRUSTS.
18. 5. 82.
That "scarlet woman" in the Tract about singing
is a sad bit of prudery. Scarlet whore would have
been to the point, and in the spirit of sound Quaker
ism. If the writer could not use that expression, he
ought to have given the proper form of the thing,
or rather to have held his peace.
"Scarlet" points, through her dress, to the enor
mity of her whoredoms or fornications, not to the
colour of her skin.
The Truth calls for straightforward thrusts, when
war is declared against Antichrist, not to a fanciful
or scientific playing with foils.
Half-philosophical talk about the nature and spiritu
ality of worship may seem well enough for the
pages of a religious newspaper, or for exercise in
the use of the pen : but it is not an acceptable offer
ing to the blessed God, nor will it do much towards
setting up His kingdom or reign in the hearts of the
children of men.
W.B.S.
262
269.
SPIRITUAL CONJURORS. TRUE FAITH
SCARCE.
31. 5. 82.
Dear
,
D. T. [Triidel?] was read some years ago: it is
a sad make-up, as a book ; yet from it may be
gathered how easy it is for self-will and misdirection
to give a divergence to the workings of grace in
the heart, fatal to a true knowledge of the heavenly
nature and character of the reign of God in the
mind, spirit, and soul.
The same kind of thing was common amongst the
"Peculiars" of this neighbourhood, but their body-
healing left them sad self-willed, self-righteous, yea,
blind, professors, in their hearts.
The truth is that anything, however holy and
scriptural it may appear, that turns its possessor
from the Voice of the living Word, nigh in the heart,
is, more or less, a cheat or delusion of the Prince
of Darkness, and leads to superstition, legality, and
ranterism. Sincerity and humility, so-called, make a
difference in the appearance of the fruit brought
forth by the working of these biblical magicians, or
spiritual conjurors ; nevertheless, there is at the heart
of it a hardness and sourness, that betray a sad lack
of the living beams of the Sun of righteousness ; or
where a softness and mellowness is assumed, yet,
as it is of nature principally, the holy and divine
sweetness, attendant where God and man are one,
is wanting.
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Dear , be watchful and earnest : what ex
cuse will you have to offer, who are full of light
compared with the self - willed mistiness of such
professors as Triidel, Muller, Moody and Sankey,
Booth, &c, who are all more or less of the same
mixture, if you fail to become a true and faithful
lover�one of the few lights that burn and shine
with purity and constancy in these latter days? The
Beloved did not say that in these times there should
not be any true faith on the earth, though He hinted
that it would be scarce.
, never say, Enough, till the response of
your entire being is�I am altogether His, and He
is altogether mine.
W.B.S.
270.
TROUBLES MORE PRECIOUS THAN
COMFORTS.
10. 6. 82.
Dear ,
You will find that nothing upon the earth will
satisfy your immortal spirit. Plenty and the con
veniences of life, when held in the holy fear and
love, are favours : but when there is a disposition to
rest in what may be drawn from them, they become
a curse. One of the secrets of life is to know that
troubles, as the rule, are more precious than com
forts, because they have a tendency to drive the
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soul towards the Fountain of all good, while the
comforts, as they are called, draw the other way.
, make Him your principal, yea, entire joy :
or you will see the day when everybody and every
thing will be a burden�a misery to your spirit.
Your present condition is favourable, in that you
have nothing to hinder you from making the blessed
God your all in all�not by rule and compass, nor
by the traditions of men, but as He draws you by
His blessed Spirit. Ah, my child, cry to Him in
secret, and avoid everybody and everything that
would draw you from Him. Be a woman of God�
a true lover�not a fanciful, pious, religious, nothing.
He dwells in the hearts of them that love Him, and
is more to them than a thousand worlds. ,
, let nothing, no consideration, no person, no
being, either on earth or of hell or heaven, keep
you back from giving up all for His Love.
W.B.S.
271.
LOVING FAITH.
28. 6. 82.
* * * Nothing will enable a man in these
days to meet all comers, but a simple, loving faith
in Him who gave David firmness of heart, and steadi
ness of 'hand, to fight successfully against the Lion,
and the Bear, and the Philistine.
W.B.S.
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272.
CENTRED IN HIM.
11. 7. 82.
Yours is a narrow path : nevertheless, it will end
well, if you begin and keep low, taking care that the
supreme love of your heart is centred in Him. When
you love Him entirely, you will always have peace.
W.B.S.
273-
EVERLASTING PEACE.
27. 7. 82.
Yes : in everything, big and little, repose in Him, as
an infant on its mother's bosom, and you will have
everlasting peace.
W.B.S.
274-
NOTHING HELD BACK.
19. 8. 82.
He holds back nothing good from true-heartedness.
The treasure of treasures is His Love, that is, the love
which He gives in giving Himself.
W.B.S.
266
275-
TENDER TIMES. PATIENCE WITH RELIGIOUS
PROCEEDINGS. FIGHTING THE BATTLES
OF THE LORD.
22. 8. 82.
Dear
,
Don't overmuch suspect or undervalue tenderness of
spirit. That which leads to, and opens up, humility,
meekness, and love, is of God : and if it be watched
towards and prized, will become stronger and stronger
in its operation in the heart.
On the other hand, if there be a consciousness of
wrong-doing, in being too worldly, or in too easily
passing over the reproofs of the inward Monitor ;
when these tender times come upon you, under their
influence look towards, and cry to, the Mighty One for
deliverance, and that, if it please Him, your spiritual
bondage may be lightened, and brought to an end.
When the heavenly Joshua shall have brought you
into liberty, and the light of heaven shines constantly
on your tabernacle, there will be a heavenly unction
and sweetness of spirit given, which will temper your
judgments on beholding the sad proceedings and re
ligious activities and ranterisms of the day.
You are right in holding back from too freely war
ring against these things. He is not fit to fight the
battles of the Lord, at the present time, who has not a
constant communication with the city of Peace�whose
heart has not a quiet resting-place to fall back upon
in the divine bosom. All the " good books " in the
world fail here : it is only the Living One that can
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bring into the possession of this great but necessary
blessing�He who, when He will, openeth that which
no man can shut, or shutteth, and no man can open.
His,
W.B.S.
276.
WHOLE-HEARTEDNESS.
11. 9. 82.
Yes, ; that is it. When all is in Him, of
Him, and for Him, images and imaginations cease
to have power over the mind and heart, and there
is, under all circumstances, either of tribulation or
joyfulness, a sense of growth in that which is im
movable and eternal.
The Beloved did not say in vain, or at a venture
only, If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light. It is whole-heartedness that wins the
day, not what is called evangelical intelligence, nor
even mystical science. He, the Eternal, the Infinite
One, looks to the heart. When that is entirely His,
He never leaves the giver of it without a measure
of light, and power, and even joy also, either now
while in the body, or for evermore in glory.
Therefore mind this one point : if you miss it, all the
rest will be comparatively in vain.
He is worthy of everlasting love and praise.
W.B.S.
268 THE 144,000.
277.
ENTIRELY HIS.
7. 11. 82.
Dear ,
In the midst of all be a woman of God, entirely His,
in pure and perfect love ; so that, if He were to
present you with an entire world, your heart would
not touch a pin's head of it, except in His Love and
Will.
W.B.S.
278.
THE 144,000.
15. 11. 82.
Dear ,
Yes : the Lamp in the Temple burning brightly
night and day is the right thing, as far as it goes;
though the substance glanced at through this figure
grows brighter and brighter to the perfect day, which
brightness and day are infinite.
Rev. xiv. 4 is also good. That which you pointed
to by the Temple-light brings to this Virgin state ; yea,
in its fulness, it is the very thing : and, doubtless, this
blessedness qualifies for a standing in that honourable
position occupied by the 144,000, who are, in an
especial manner, Kings and Priests with Christ unto
God.
Let nothing hinder you from entering in. Many
are called to this high honour, but few are chosen.
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Strive for the perfect Love at all costs : then, doubt
less, He will say, "Well done," and make you one
of that chosen number, be it less or more than the
144,000.
Amen.
W.B.S.
279.
CONSTANCY AND LOVE.
27. 11. 82.
Yes : He is worthy of all the constancy and love
that the heart can give, or can by Him be made to
give.
W.B.S.
280.
SEEKING WITHOUT FINDING.
15. 12. 82.
Will you ask , in a loving spirit, how far
the way of Truth is to be advanced in before the
Spirit of adoption pervades the heart, and the Heavenly
Father is loved with all the mind, soul, and strength.
It seems a sad thing to be seeking year after year,
during term of life, an entrance into that kingdom which
is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,
without finding an open door.
W.B.S.
270
28l,
TO THE SAME. TRUE BIRTHS AND FALSE.
18. 12. 82.
Your questions do not meet the difficulty, nor
answer the simple query to . There are true
births, and false ones ; and, as a result of the last,
there are hundreds of " Quakers " who, though they
can say wise things about the verities of spiritual life,
which they have learned by tradition, yet are always
learning, but do not come to a knowledge of the Truth.
Be good enough, therefore, in behalf of these wan
dering ones, to look the question of 15. 12. 82. in the
face, by asking yourself or , how long a person
is to walk in that "way of Truth," which he spoke
of, before the substance of the following passage of
Scripture is witnessed� " Because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father. So that thou art no longer
a bond-servant, but a son ; and if a son, then an heir
through God," or of God.
If the " babe of glory
" be not truly begotten and
born, (not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God,) all growths, or the
divine states of babes, young men, and fathers in
Christ, are effectually frustrated. And more also, the
truth of the last paragraph of 15. 12. 82. is manifested.
In peace.
W.B.S.
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282,
PRESSING THROUGH DIFFICULTIES.
18. 12. 82.
Elizabeth,
There is a needs-be to write a few lines this morn
ing. Don't rest till the Blessed One is the principal
joy of your heart�till your spirit turns to Him always
as your all in all.
Many things may have to be dislodged before this
state of heart and mind is as a pure spring of living
water in your soul : nevertheless, don't stumble at
these difficulties ; but, under the guidance of His
Spirit, consecrate your heart and will to Him ; and He
will bring you through them all.
In peace,
W.B.S.
283.
NATURAL LOVE TO CHRIST, AND LOVE OF
GOD BY THE SPIRIT.
19. 12. 82.
There is something on the heart here for you, to
which you will do well to take heed. Do remember,
dear child, that the true love of God is a fruit of the
Spirit, and is shed abroad, in the heart where it dwells,
by the Holy Ghost, which is given. You do well
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to speak highly of Christ, and to feel strongly towards
Him ; but remember that He is the gift of the Father's
love, and was sent to bring the heart and soul into
communion with God. Natural love to Christ may
exist where very little of the love of God by the Spirit
is known. So, dear child, settle down in your spirit
towards God ; and look to Him for those spiritual
manifestations of His Love, which shall change you
from glory to glory ; and, if you be faithful thereto,
bring you to the full stature of a man in Christ.
W.B.S.
284.
TRUE AND FALSE BIRTHS.
[Letter 280.]
25. 12. 82.
Many begin and continue to call the blessed God,
Father, not by the Spirit, but from the flesh. False
births, at this day, are many times more numerous
than true ones.
What is here written is not against you, nor in a
judging spirit ; but simply to help you to look the
matter fairly in the face.
You distinctly assert in yours of the 23rd that one
born of God, or one in whom the Spirit cries, Abba,
Father, "cannot all at once overcome, but must wait,
with sighs and tears, for deliverance, even in this state
of partial bondage, not being entirely set free from
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the law of sin and death." Paul says something quite
different, which you will find quoted in the answer to
yours of the 15th�that true sons are no longer in
bondage. You say that they are partially so.
John says, "He that is born of God sinneth not."
You say that they cannot all at once overcome, but
must wait with sighs and tears.
Look these discrepancies in the face ; and don't
confuse your mind by quotations or pious exclamations.
A true son that had lost his condition by unfaith
fulness might find what you say to be partially true,
but this is no excuse for confounding things that differ.
W.B.S.
285.
NATURAL SATISFACTIONS. INTERNAL
PROVINGS. MARTHA AND MARY.
27. 12. 82.
You will need to mind that the duchess in you,
and your tender-hearted vivacity, with your some
what ample means, don't make a fool of you, in
measure, spiritually.
It is easy, under these conditions, to give way to
impulses, and lively imaginations of a highly religious
character, deriving joy and pleasure from them ; and
yet, at the same time, not to be deepening in com
munion, nor growing into closer union with Him,
who is the life and root of all divine good in His
Saints.
s
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In becoming more and more one with Him, you
may have to pass through internal provings, tribula
tions, and pains ; which almost always precede deeper
lettings into Himself, or a more steady, solid, and
equal enjoyment of the divine presence in the heart.
By enjoyment here, is not meant any particular sweet^
ness, but such a hold of Him by the Holy Spirit, that
power is felt meekly to glory in tribulation, and
patiently to rejoice in bearing fiery trials and internal
pains.
Martha's doings have their reward: but Mary's
is the better part. If you are called to be a Mary,
and fall off to Martha's part and pleasures, you will
play the harlot against your Heavenly Bridegroom,
and separate yourself from His heart.
W.B.S.
286.
TRIALS BRING TO STEADINESS.
4. 1. 83.
�>
The Prince of Darkness has ten thousand fiery darts
in his quiver, but they will all fail to harm the truly
lowly soul. Indeed, if they are received in meekness
and patience, they will be made to work the other
way, and also to brighten your crown of glory.
As things are seen by divine wisdom, your trials
are not any too long or too severe. They will enable
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you to lend a helping hand to less experienced souls,
and to be steady under the most galling fire of the
enemy.
It is a great thing to possess the soul in patience,
and to be favoured with the light of eternal day in
the heart and spirit. Be of good cheer, , and
gently help to keep out of deceit.
W.B.S.
287.
A LOVING CHILD.
17. 1. 83.
You will need to keep your mind, at this time
especially, towards the divine power and the holy
cross, and your heart in the heavenly love. This
will at all times incline you to be a simple, loving
child before Him ; which is of great price.
W.B.S.
288.
MAKE THE TREE GOOD.
31. 1. 83.
Well, but do take care. It is quite possible, in the
exercise of that love which "includes and
others," to overlay and suffocate the little child�the
meek and lowly one� in the heart.
s 2
276 THE STRAIT GATE.
The kingdom of God in the heart is the work of His
own hands. Make the tree good, and the fruit will
be good also.
In His eye, it is what a man is: in other eyes,
what he does. It is the pure in heart that see God,
His will, His ways, and His work ; that is, as far
as they are to be seen by His Saints, while on earth.
Blessed are the pure in heart.
W.B.S.
28g.
THE STRAIT GATE.
9. 2. 83.
Dear ,
You may grieve, and resist, the divine Spirit, and
quench His work in your heart: on the other hand
you may yield to the operations of grace, and in your
trouble cry for help. Don't prefigure in your own
mind anything definite as to the strait gate, or the
anguish experienced in passing through it. Whatever
is best in your case will be brought about by a child
like trust and yielding to the instructions of the hidden
Monitor. Walking by this line of things, you will find
the way to become narrow, and some day you may
come to a gate so strait, that by nothing but giving
up all will you be able to pass through. From that
time, when all self-ends are gone, you will have
power to say truly, Not my will, but Thine, be done :
the Spirit of adoption being your solace and peace�
the heavenly Comforter, your joy and strength.
Amen.
W.B.S.
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2go.
SELF-WILL, REASON, AND THE DIVINE
INFANT IN THE HEART.
18. 2. 83.
You must get out of the region of pros and cons,
where self-will and reason are continually striving
for the ascendant, and if possible, pass into that
country where the light of eternal day will be the
guide of your heart. While in the former, you will
be doing and undoing, saying and unsaying all the
year round : when in the latter, your path will be
come brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
It is the little child in the heart that will tell you
all things : the clever man in the head will settle
nothing. Starve the debater to death, or nail him
to the Cross ; but give to the divine Infant your
heart and soul and all things.
The clever one is an ingenious reasoner, an elo
quent, versatile, pleader : the heavenly Infant is a
constant lover, with little or nothing to say.
The sum of the whole matter is here : when you
love Him with all your heart, mind, soul and strength,
you will be at peace : not till then.
W.B.S.
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2gi.
THE SPIRIT TO BE THE LEADER.
WATCHFULNESS.
6. 3- 83.
Dear ,
You err in forming to yourself, or taking up from
books, notions of what the divine manifestations should
be ; and when the Spirit gives you power to pray,
instead of confining yourself within the compass of
the heavenly influence upon your heart, you pass
beyond it, and thus�with no ill intention�endeavour
to make Him bless you according to your own mind
and will. This will not do, : it may not be
a deadly fault, but it will waste time, and hinder
your progress. He must lead in everything, not you.
When, again, you have " deep, unutterable, yearn
ings, and groanings which cannot find expression in
words," confine yourself within the limit of their
power : then you will be led forward, and kept from
falling into extremes, which bring on unfavourable
reactions.
Watch, always watch, towards Him in a loving,
child-like, self-denying, spirit ; and patiently � not
carelessly � wait His time for the moving of the
heavenly power. Walking watchfully and lovingly,
yet constantly, will get over more ground than spas
modic or unlawful endeavours in own will. The
remembrance of a taste of His love is a great favour :
it gives a constant motive for watchfulness, and may
lawfully excite a chaste inward longing of heart, soul,
and spirit, to be swallowed up of divine love. Amen.
W.B.S.
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292,
STUMBLING AT RELIGIOUS PROFESSORS.
8. 3- 83.
Dear ,
Don't let anything draw you to one side. It is by
watching in the heart towards the Beloved that the
heavenly life grows, and becomes stronger and
stronger, and the natural life weaker and weaker.
Don't stumble at the half-heartedness or wrong
doing of religious professors, or of any living creature.
He is a God of patience, and bears with all flesh ;
but is jealous of His true lovers. Give the sleepy,
careless, ones a wide berth, except when called to
give them a word of warning. Let their state be a
means of stirring up the heart to thankfulness and
faithfulness, in all humility, meekness, and fear.
, it is a great thing to be a faithful and con
stant lover.
W.B.S.
293-
FAITH AND LOVE PERFECT.
10. 3. 83.
When your faith and love are perfect, and the little
child truly reigns in your heart, your clever tricks
will cease : not till then. Nevertheless, be patient
with yourself, and walk gently and humbly before
Him, and all may yet be well.
W.B.S.
280 HALF-RELIGION A LIE AND A CHEAT, ETC.
294.
PRAISES FOR TROUBLE: AND ANXIETY.
14. 3. 83.
Dear ,
Except in cases of known unwatchfulness, hastiness,
or wrong-doing, sweetness and dryness are to be
received with equal thankfulness. Tribulations are
as necessary as enjoyments to the forming of a useful,
solid, and valiant, follower of Christ. Indeed, these
trials are a sign that you are called to a nearer walk,
or, rather, union, with Him ; and do not necessarily
imply blameworthiness.
There is a path, which you will reach some day,
if you continue faithfully to follow Him, in which your
praises will arise, secretly, to Him, for trouble and
anxiety, as well as for sweetness and jubilation.
W.B.S.
295-
HALF-RELIGION A LIE AND A CHEAT.
LUKEWARMNESS.
17- 3- 83.
Dear ,
Press near to Him in love. Do it continually. In
sweetness and in bitterness do it. Night and day do
it. Do it patiently�long-sufferingly. Never give
ALL SURE TO COME, ETC. 28l
over doing it. Do it till your whole heart and soul
are so entirely His, and in Him, that you do it as
easily as breathing the vital air.
To you all will be a lie and a cheat that falls
short of this. Your eyes have been opened to such
a degree that nothing but this will keep you out of
religious mischief, or be accepted by Him at your
hands.
In the mystery, this yoke is easy, this burden is
light.
W.B.S.
2g6,
ALL SURE TO COME.
19- 3- 83.
Cry to Him : Believe in Him : Love Him : and
all that you need is sure to come.
W.B.S.
297-
THE MONITIONS OF GRACE IN THE HEART.
23- 3- 83.
Dear ,
There is an unseen hand near you, a divine power
about your path, watching over you for good. You
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will do well, therefore, in being careful to keep near
to the monitions of grace in your heart.
As to your path, follow the leadings or openings
of providence from day to day, step by step, with
a child-like trust. Also, as power is given, inly cry
for perfect deliverance from darkness and unbelief;
and, at the same time, cherish a constant, longing,
desire to love Him entirely.
As you do this, all will be well in time and eternity.
W.B.S.
2g8.
PARADISE.
26. 3. 83.
When all is brought into subjection to Him, that
will appear which is more of Paradise than of the
Earth.
Above all things, cultivate a meek and lowly spirit,
which is of great price with Him.
W.B.S.
283
2gg,
NATURAL AFFECTIONS IN RELIGIOUS
INTERCOURSE.
3- 4- 83.
Dear ,
* * * You will doubtless have learned, in
your dealings with men on religious subjects, that
your woman's heart still exists, and that when it in
any measure gets uppermost, which is as easy as
anything in the world, the true divine vision becomes
in some degree clouded, and wishes and hopes would
imperceptibly spring up, if allowed, which, though
appearing angelic, are really enemies in disguise.
It is a great thing to have these "holy" wretches
suffocated by divine life and love, so that one love
does really and truly put out all others, as the sun
hides the stars at midday.
These unsought battles may be serviceable at times
to tell to the inner man what he really is in strength
and growth ; and also to show what a power these
religious men carry with them, and how well it fits
in most cases, to a woman's heart.
Let it be your lot, dear , in Him to rise above
all "lovely" weakness into the rest of constant Peace.
W.B.S.
284 DIVINE PERSUASION OF THE HEART, ETC.
300.
TRYING THE SPIRITS.
7. 4. 83.
The sons of God are led by the Spirit of God, and
have of Him an unction which teacheth all things
necessary for them to know.
They are led by Him to " try the spirits," and
He is with them in doing so. Your spirit has been
tried, and is found to be not of God, but of impudent,
self-willed, lying, religious flesh, in the succession of
Reeve and Muggleton, and other false prophets, which
have appeared in this and other nations of the earth.
Remember that liars and false prophets, however
wrapped up in good words and c ' holy
"
pretensions,
have their portion.
W.B.S.
301.
DIVINE PERSUASION OF THE HEART.
FRITCHLEY QUAKERS.
17. 4. 83.
Dear ,
* * * The substance of the matter lies in
a very small compass. Is there a persuasion felt,
which carries with it the belief of the heart, that the
pretensions of the Fritchley people to be in a divine
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succession to the early Quakers is true? If so, you
will have to submit. If there is not, no more need
be made of these pretensions than of those of the
Papists, who claim the same relationship with the
Apostles.
True religion must rest upon a divine persuasion
of the heart�something beyond logic or reasons,
which reach the intellect only. These, if strong, may
produce conviction today : nevertheless this convic
tion may be overturned by stronger reasons to
morrow.
In love,
W.B.S.
302.
A TRULY DIVINE HEART.
27. 4. 83.
Dear ,
You must allow the " roughs
"
to run their course.
If they are honest and sincere, they will profit by
their self-willed wrong doings : if not, they will grow
worse and worse.
Tenderness and gentleness of spirit always accom
pany a growth in the divine life. When these do not
appear, the growth, as the rule, is not truly divine,
but only an increase of head-knowledge, and what is
called experience.
It is very easy to find faults, and to cry out against
wrong doings, but more difficult, and a thousandfold
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better, to be continually growing in love and peace.
One truly divine heart is more acceptable to Him
than a thousand windy prophets.
In love,
W.B.S.
303-
HARD TO HELP BLIND SELF -SENT
PROPHETS.
9- 5. 83-
�>
Your proclamation has been read, and the difficulty
in rendering you help is seen and felt.
It is clear to the opened eye, that you have fallen
a- prey to the Prince of Darkness, but you are the
last man likely to believe this.
You have placed yourself�or at least have helped
to do so�in a position where almost everything con
spires to shut your eyes, and stiffen your heart, against
the light and convictions of the blessed truth.
Little by little, you have been betrayed so far, in
your belief and pretensions, that your will has become
set upon carrying them through at all costs. This�
perhaps unknown to yourself�has led you so often to
do violence to the operations of grace in your heart,
that you now impute that which is from the Truth to
be a lie of Satan, and that which is really from him
to be of God.
The turmoil and misery of mind naturally resulting
from these and other causes, you now believe to be
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divine preparations, and disciplines, necessary to fit
you for your high destiny, and your assumed pro
phetic office. This being so, who can help you ?
What can be done for you ? Arguments and reason
are of no use, and when conviction comes from a
higher source, it is soon stifled. Alas for you. Have
you no friend left, that you can open your heart to ?
Don't you know one sober-minded lover of God upon
the face of the earth, to whom you can unbosom your
self, and who, under the blessed God, may help you
out of this horrible pit, into which, by some wrong
doing, for which you are responsible, you have
slipped ?
Are all your friends blind, or self-willed or crazy ?
Do look into the thing from this point of view, and
if it be only a sensible woman, make a friend, and
jointly seek help from above, before it be too late.
W.B.S.
304.
HALF FOR SELF, AND HALF FOR HIM.
14. 5- 83.
It is a real hunger and thirst that bring the divine
substance which satisfies the heart and soul, and keeps
all steady and pure within and without.
Books, religious propositions, faith and good works,
all have their times and places, but any of them in
particular, or all of them together, will utterly fail in
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your case, if He be not desired infinitely more than
all possible good of earth or heaven. Not only de
sired religiously, but hungered after unutterably and
constantly. That is, dear soul, if you aspire to be any
thing more than a drudge, a mechanical religionist,
a well-meaning soul, half for self and half for Him.
which really means neither one thing nor the other.
Wake up, dear soul, wake up : don't be a half-hearted
lover : remember that you are more responsible than
nine hundred and ninety-nine in every thousand all
the world over.
W.B.S.
3�5-
ONE VIRGIN HEART.
29. 5. 83.
Get nearer and nearer to Him, night and day, all
the year round. When He is all and the creature
nothing, this will be as easy as breathing the vital air.
Give over taking liberties and doing wonders ; or He
will keep you as poor as Job. Let Him have one
virgin, quiet, humble, faithful, loving, heart on the
face of the earth. If you do, the inward holy fire
will burn brighter and brighter for ever.
Amen.
W.B.S.
SELF-WILLED OPPOSITION, ETC. 289
306.
A PREMONITION.
2. 6. 83.
Yes : so it is : the door is mostly wide open to
wards liberties and wonder-working, and a lively and
warm heart is easily inclined, either by the enemy,
or by a sudden reaction of the mind, to go in thereat.
A premonition, therefore, may be more valuable than
an admonition, though not so pleasant at the time.
His, and yours in Him,
W.B.S.
3�7-
SELF-WILLED OPPOSITION TO SELF-WILLED
RELIGION.
16. 6. 83.
Dear � . � . � .,
Just a word of warning. Beware of falling into
self-willed opposition against any form of self-willed
religion, be it ' ' Salvation Army
"
or Popery.
A mystery of iniquity lies in the creature working
religiously from a natural rather than a supernatural
ground : acting from religious intelligence rather than
divine guidance : or to come to the very root of the
matter, preaching or writing on His business unsent.
W.B.S.
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3o8.
TROUBLES HELP THROUGH ANGUISH
INTO LIFE.
7- 7- 83.
Dear ,
It is all for the best. These complications are to
help you through the strait gate. If they were absent,
you would take up a false rest, and pass for a saint
from the bottom of religious intelligence, till some
day, perhaps, a sad thing might happen that would
waste years of precious time, and give you an end
less source of trouble and remorse.
Here is His great wisdom and goodness : that which
the enemy means to be your death will, if you are
faithful, help you, through anguish�and there is no
other way� into life, true life.
"Thou art mine" need not be too much handled
or sifted. The truest and best things are easily made
injurious, or turned into a hobby fatal to real progress.
The most precious truths can be safely taken hold of
only as your internal condition corresponds to their
nature. Even then, the assurance will not be so much
in the will grasping that which is definite ; but, rather,
in the absence of evil and the presence of divine good.
Being joined to the Lord, there is one Spirit.
You see that it is not child's play. Nevertheless, if,
at the bottom of your heart, you do really choose
Him before all on earth or in Heaven, you will most
surely win the day.
You are near to
W.B.S.
LOVE ROOTED IN GOD. 291
3�9-
12. 7. 83.
Mary,
Let nothing hinder Him from being your perfect and
entire love. This is the point always to be kept in
view_the touchstone, the strait gate, which brings
into that path that shines brighter and brighter to the
perfect day.F
W.B.S.
310.
LOVE ROOTED IN GOD.
24. 7. 83.
It is well to know intellectually that the love of God
and His creatures is the great good, without which
everything else is vain. Nevertheless, this is not the
pearl of greatest price. An internal condition which
corresponds to this love is the thing. This condition
has its root and life in God, and is seldom enjoyed
before the wine-press has often been trodden alone.
W.B.S.
292 BITTER CROSSES TO UNITE TO THE DIVINE.
3"-
PASSING BELOW THE SURFACE.
9. 8. 83.
Take a year or two, that, with His help, you may
pass below the surface of things.
There is a place by His side and under His wing,
where mistakes, excitements, and fooleries cease.
You may believe this, and talk about it ; but you
really know no more of it than as you are in it.
W.B.S.
312.
BITTER CROSSES TO UNITE TO THE
DIVINE.
7. 9. 83.
* * * Before the creature-will is in perfect
unison with the divine, many a bitter and seemingly
unreasonable cross has to be clasped to the bosom.
These bitter and unreasonable crosses are of His
sending.
Though somewhat awful to the first-birth man, "The
cup my Father hath given me to drink, shall I not
drink it?" has a divine ring in it.
Amen.
W.B.S.
THE REMEDY FOR ECCENTRICITIES. 293
313-
SINGULARITY IN DRESS.
30. 10. 83.
* # * Do mind what you are about, or you
will bring yourself and others into a way of life which
will be occupied by false exercises and a perpetual
strife to little purpose, and not of God.
There is an infinite difference between having the
mind of Christ, His humility, meekness, self-denial,
and entire love of the Father, and from that mind
ordering things outward according to the will and
wisdom of God ; and, on the other hand, taking up
with some impulse to dress in a way altogether
different from the moderate people of the age, and
conforming the mind and actions to the extravagance
of the figure set up.
There may be a great deal of religion in the last,
but there will be little of God, or of that easiness,
sweetness, and dignity, which, sooner or later, in
variably appear in those who are really made ONE
with Him.
W.B.S.
314.
TO THE SAME. THE REMEDY FOR
ECCENTRICITIES.
6. n. 83.
There is no end to special pleading. Beyond a
certain point, religious pros and cons are little better
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than vanity. In the things of the Kingdom, that must
be followed which has a diviner origin than mere
rationality and tradition.
Forwardness towards being something and some
body is farther from that great blessing, a single eye,
than you take it to be. Double sight has been a be-
setment from the beginning.
It is clear from your letter, notwithstanding its
seeming fairness, that you will take your own course.
You may talk about "nursing fathers and mothers,"
but they would find a tough job with spirits so far
advanced as you and your friends. Wanting this and
that, is a reflection on the providence of the blessed
God. Unknown to yourselves, you are beyond the
teachable state, and having got your principles and
uniform, you will find an all-powerful latent determina
tion to abide therewith.
It might have been believed that there has been
enough done of late years, to demonstrate that there
may be much outward show, and many self-imposed
crosses, with little of God. Who would have thought
that the folly of the Papists and " the Army" was to
be emulated by Quakers ?
The only ' ' cup of cold water
" that offers here at
presentwill, doubtless, appear to you as unpleasant as a
wet sheet, or�a dose of physic. It is that you should
let your eccentricities, fine talk, and self-willed action,
die out, and seek the true love of God�by faith, not
by law�as little children.
W.B.S.
A MOST PIOUS CHRISTIAN LADY. 295
315.
ONE THAT IS HIS.
6. 11. 83.
Ah, the great truth, that twenty thousand hearts
that are not entirely His, are not equal in value to one
that is.
W.B.S.
3l6.
SOMETHING BETTER THAN A MOST
PIOUS CHRISTIAN LADY.
13. 11. 83.
Dear ,
The prudence of your letter and postscript is felt ;
and if you are to become and continue a most pious
and exemplary Christian lady, they point to the right
track. Nevertheless, there is something better than
all this. Twenty thousand hearts that are thus pious,
and yet do not love Him entirely, are not equal in
value to one that does. But this entire love is the gift
of the Spirit, and is not so much to be attained to by
the creature, as to be received from above. So, dear
soul, without despising your prudence and religious
sense of things, which are good as far as they go, never
forget that it is divine life from union and oneness
with the Father that was prayed for by Christ, and
that constitutes its possessor one of the few that have
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found an entrance, through the strait gate, into that
kingdom of peace, and love, and righteousness, which
is everlasting, and the possession of which grows
brighter and brighter for ever.
Amen.
W.B.S.
317-
HOW TO CULTIVATE LOVE.
14. 11. 83.
Dear ,
The Law says, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength. The
Gospel turns this into a promise, and clears the way
for its accomplishment, by making provision for
cleansing and renewing by the Holy Spirit.
You have this divine Spirit in measure working in
you to that end.
Now, do you really cultivate the above entire love,
by working with Him in removing all that obscures
or lessens His light and heat�by keeping a diligent
watch towards His monitions, and humbly submitting
to His reproofs ; and, as He gives liberty, with a
thankful, loving, heart, inly sighing for an increase of
light and love.
While looking for great things, mind that you don't
overlook His present working in your heart. It is
faithfulness and diligence in little things that bring
riches "and honour.
MAN CANNOT NEW-CREATE. 297
In real heart-love there are many little circum
stances continually happening which, if rightly im
proved, will fan the flame. Take a bunch of these
grapes � loving self-denial in thoughts, words, and
deeds : which, in the Spirit, would result in heavenly
thoughts, not too many words, and gracious deeds.
W.B.S.
P.S. If you desire to love Him on earth as the
angels do in Heaven, you must keep loving, morning,
noon, and night, all the year round, and think and care
in your heart of hearts for nothing else. Ah, well,
here you have the whole matter in half a line�
desire nothing but Him.
318.
MAN CANNOT NEW-CREATE.
3. 12. 83.
Trust more to any tenderness of heart, or lowliness
of mind, wrought there by the Holy Spirit, than to
that which is from the man-side of the subject. Salva
tion is of the Lord. He is the beginning and end of
all good. Human effort cannot new-create�cannot
supplant that which is natural by bringing into do
minion that which is divine. Man can no more do this
than he can create a world. His standpoint must be�
I, a wretch, undone and lost, can or must be freely
saved by grace.
Amen.
W.B.S.
298 SELF-MENDING. THE PRODIGAL.
319-
REVERSES. AN UNDIVIDED HEART.
6. 12. 83.
Dear ,
Your last was not altogether unpleasant, though it
indicated a letting down, which is not always agree
able to flesh and blood.
Whatever happens, dear soul, keep your heart and
mind near to Him, and as clear from earth and earthly
relationships as possible.
True peace of heart is the gift of God, and is the
only full cup on earth, or in heaven.
Draw in this direction. All, without this, is
vanity and a lie.
He withholds no good thing from them that love Him
� that is, love Him truly, and with an undivided
heart.
Amen.
W.B.S.
320.
SELF-MENDING. THE PRODIGAL.
19. 12. 83.
You had better leave David, Matthew Weyer, and
other ' ' good men," and their dispensations, and con
fine yourself to your own sense and experience of the
light of grace, and of the love of God in Christ.
THE INFINITE ALL. 299
Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest, is the Word of the
living God to you. Your analysis and self-mending
will only prolong your misery. Child-like simplicity
is worth a thousand disquisitions on this, that, or the
other. If your son were to come to you, and declare
that he was a wretch, undone and lost, and you felt
that there was reality in what he said, and had the
power to help him, would you not forgive him, and
love him freely ? Are you better and wiser than the
Lord God Almighty ? He, when the prodigal came
to Him, received him with open arms, and so He will
receive you. Only surrender yourself, just as you
are, to the terms of His love and mercy.
Amen; Amen; Amen.
W.B.S.
321.
THE INFINITE ALL.
21. 12. 83.
Dear ,
Isolate your heart to Him and His love, so that He
may dwell in you, and you may live in Him. The
infinite all that you need will be found here, and
nowhere else.
W.B.S.
300 A CALL TO EARLY DEDICATION.
322.
A HIGH AND HOLY AIM.
1. 1. 84.
Yes, , to love Him as His soul loveth to be
loved is a high and holy aim, and worth living for.
Be steady, humble, hopeful, and of good cheer.
Remember that you are not alone in the battlefield.
W.B.S.
They that hunger and thirst shall be filled.
323-
A CALL TO EARLY DEDICATION.
17. 1. 84.
, dear child, there is no rest, nor peace,
nor true joy, out of Him�that is, out of His life and
Spirit. For this reason He sent His Son, that we
might have life, that is, true life�that life which was
manifested in Christ, and which He had in and from
God.
The checks and motions of this life, or its light, are
what you will do well to attend to ; for by them you
will be led into the life, and into the peace. Walk in
this light, that you may become a child of it. To be
a child of it is to be a child of God, and the object of
His tender care and constant love.
TRIBULATION BRINGS DIVINE RICHES. 30I
His true-born children grow up into all holiness,
sweetness, spiritual understanding, and heavenly love:
without which there can be no rest, nor peace, nor
joy.
, my child, look to it. Time flies : eternity,
with all its untold realities, draws near. And beside
all this, it is a most blessed thing to seek Him with all
the heart when young.
W.B.S.
324-
TRIBULATION BRINGS DIVINE RICHES.
15. 2. 84.
All that has come through you has been profitable,
but the painful the most of all. Let not the enemy,
therefore, tease your mind at any time on this head.
All sunshine, without wind, cold, and rain, brings
scarcity and misery at last.
Perfect love rejoices in trial and tribulation, know
ing that they bring divine riches and honor at the
last. Be of good courage.
W.B.S.
302 VAIN CHANGES OF RELIGION, ETC.
325'
THE HUSBAND OF THE WIDOW.
19. 2. 84.
Dear ,
You have lost a good husband, but you have got
a better. He is a Husband to the widow, and a Father
to the fatherless.
Isolate your heart more and more to Him, and to
His love, that you may realize the truth and sweetness
of your part of these propositions. The true spiritual
love of the heavenly Bridegroom can alone give a full
cup. Don't take up with anything below perfect love ;
that is, such a love of Him as brings internal quiet,
morning, noon, and night, all the year round ; and
grows brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
With love,
W.B.S.
326.
VAIN CHANGES OF RELIGION. WHAT IS
"MORE THAN TO CONVERT A NATION."
9. 4. 84.
As to the letter to the Methodist, if you have not
sent it, do not do so for the present. There is no lack
of religious intelligence in it, but time will show you
that that is all ; or, at least, that it was a personal
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interest, or animus, that prompted you to write, not
an immediate call from above.
It is trying to feel that the affections of one that is
near to you are drawn into outward things, which
profit not : nevertheless, there is no remedy but pa
tience, and a constant looking towards Him, who has
the hearts of all in His hands. All real changes in
religion must come from a divine source. It alters
little for the better to leave one form of self-willed
godliness for another, though the one taken to should
be of a higher figure. The divine Father looks at the
heart. Where there is true sincerity towards Him,
He will draw away from that which is unprofitable ;
but if the heart be not right towards Him, changes are
vain.
As to your own state, keep low in your mind and
remember that to become a little child in your heart
of hearts, Godward, and to love Him with all your
soul, mind, and strength, is more than to convert a
nation.
Ask yourself before God, if the people whom you
would convert were to turn towards you and say, Lead
us into the way of peace and rest, how could you
respond ? Is there a fountain of living water opened
up in your spirit ? Have you so believed that rivers
flow forth?
So, my son, till there is something more clear, solid,
and abiding, in your own habitation, keep your eye
from wandering, and your heart from meddling with
the religious world.
In this age there is liberty of conscience. The
blessed God has His rights in this respect. It is well
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therefore not to meddle before the time ; not to be
come a man of war before being truly at one with the
heavenly King ; not to venture on aggressive warfare
without a clear call from above : lest He should some
day say, Who called thee to these things ? and you
should be speechless.
Therefore, , be patient with the Ranters, and
also with yourself : but cultivate, with all your heart,
and soul, and strength, a humble, close, and loving
walk with Him, in Christ Jesus.
W.B.S.
327-
KEEPING CLEAR OF THOSE NOT HUNGERING
AFTER GOD.
27. 4. 84.
Dear ,
When you get your anchor down, keep clear of
people who are not hungering and thirsting after
God.
If your whole heart does not go out after Him,
your profession will be an uncomfortable thing.
Beware of everything which lessens the hunger after
Him in your own spirit.
W.B.S.
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328.
SELF-WILLED ACTIVITY, AND GRACIOUS
PRESSING TOWARDS GOD.
12. 5. 84.
Dear ,
It is true, as the rule, that self-willed activity to get
relief from temptation, or to induce spiritual comfort,
is not good. Nevertheless, there are some things which
may be graciously done, and others likewise left un
done, so as to be favourable to the growth of divine
life, and an increase of heavenly riches.
Take an example. It is good, yea, and right also,
to have a definite object in view, and, as it were,
deeply engraven on the inner being, so that the mind
may be kept as much as is right and possible towards
that one point. The object might be, that in Christ,
the wisdom and power of God, we might love Him
entirely, or with the whole heart, and mind, and soul,
and strength. Though this is impossible to man of
himself, as he can no more do it than he can change
his own heart, or create a world; yet by lovingly
avoiding those things which are of the earth, and un
necessary except as amusements or pleasures, and
constantly turning the eye of the mind to the one great
object of life, that state of heart and soul is granted�
it might almost have been said, generated�which is
favourable to an increase, from above, of that divine
though hidden fire, which feeds the flame, and nourishes
the life and heart of perfect love.
u
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Though it be a subject for contemplation rather than
words, there is no doubt that those, who are favoured
in measure with heavenly light and life, have that
within themselves, which makes them mysteriously,
yet none the less certainly, responsible for the charac
ter of their spiritual condition.
But to come more closely to the point. He that with
all his heart, purely, desires spiritual riches� the pos
session and enjoyment of the ever blessed God�and
lovingly, patiently, and constantly, presses towards
that mark, is infallibly sure to become rich in that
possession. On the other hand, if this object be not
clearly set before the mind's eye, or is not followed
with ardour, patience, and constancy, there will as
certainly be needless losses, and consequent poverty.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst, for they
shall be filled.
W.B.S.
329.
H. DRUMMOND'S "NATURAL LAW IN THE
SPIRITUAL WORLD."
9. 6. 84.
Dear ,
H. D.'s book, as seen here, is the product of re
ligious and general intelligence : not an immediate
outflow from the new man of the heart.
Some of the facts and statements are interesting to
read, as throwing light upon the whereabouts of the
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"scientific" men and agnostics of this generation;
and also upon the theoretical views of the writer.
Nevertheless, there is little or nothing for the hungry
or thirsty soul to dwell upon�no real opening out of
the heavenly kingdom through the tried medium of a
solid experience.
Doubtless, each spirit, according to its standing in
the divine life, will reflect within itself an interpreta
tion of those statements made, with which it has
affinity : but these interpretations may be foreign to
the sense of the writer, and come from an entirely
different source. Thus it is that a lively, healthy,
hungry one may, at times, enjoy a feast upon a crust
and a bone, which might offend and trouble a more
delicate soul.
To have a constant union with Him, and a never-
failing love of Him, is a great and blessed thing.
Amen.
W.B.S.
330.
OWEN, HUNTINGTON. BELIEF IN DOCTRINES
INSTEAD OF DIVINE GROWTH. SIN TILL
DEATH.
11. 7. 84.
Dear ,
Yesterday two sermons preached by Wm. Dell
were posted to your address. He was more highly
favoured than either " Owen or Huntington." The
u 2
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wounds which you received in defending- these may
prove, in the long run, beneficial, if religious self-will
be crucified.
That they were favoured with visitations of light
and grace would hardly be disputed by any well-
instructed child of the Father. Notwithstanding, their
writings absolutely manifest to the open eye, that they
were so led away by gathered theological notions, and
highly metaphysical and calvinistic propositions, that
the light in them did not grow brighter and brighter
to the perfect day. They did not so walk in it, as to
become children of it.
Christianity, with them, consisted rather in the be
lief of doctrines which they had selected in their own
wills, than in the growth of the divine life, or the new
man of the heart. So Christ as a young man, or
father, they knew not, except as He was drawn by
their religious intelligence or vain imaginations.
The strongest abettors of spiritual Antichrist have
been found amongst those who have begun in a
measure of the Spirit, but, losing their child-like
simplicity, have ended in self-willed, religious flesh.
He therefore that believes in such as these, and fol
lows them, riding their imputation, election, and other
hobbies, will travel in a maze of uncertainty and sin,
all his days. They had not, therefore could not
preach or teach, the holy faith of God, which over
comes, as Christ overcame. Sin till death was the
best that they knew, in themselves, and therefore
preached and wrote to others.
Their final destiny need not be meddled with by us.
We have little or nothing to do with that. Hasty
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solutions of that problem are one of the evils of this
hypocritical age. Nevertheless, the blindness and pre
sumption of their writings may be clearly seen or felt
by any young man or father in Christ, and as he is
called thereto, may also be faithfully condemned, with
out any feeling that does not harmonize with perfect
love to the blessed God and man.
Indeed, as the hidden man of the heart is brought
forth by the power and Spirit of the Father, this can
not be avoided ; he seeing and feeling spiritually,
whether he will or not, as certainly as the outward
man naturally has a sense of the presence of corrup
tion, and feels the scorching flame or chilling blast.
These things, however, are hidden from the wise
and prudent, and revealed to babes.
If you abide in the spirit in which these men or
their like wrote and spoke, you will, with good in
tentions, be as a man groping in the dark all your
days.
W.B.S.
33i-
HOLY FEAR AND LOVE.
14. 7- 84.
* * * Will you tell that patience, wis
dom, and power, are wrapped up in holy fear and love.
Without Love� the Love of the Spirit�religion is
little better than a vain show.
310 TRIALS.�GLORYING IN THEM.�THE PUBLICAN.
There is such a thing as a weight of glory.
Nothing less than this will establish the soul and
spirit in immovable Peace.
332.
TRIALS. GLORYING IN THEM. THE
PUBLICAN.
20. 7. 84.
Bear patiently these fiery trials. It is infinite
wisdom working for your good. In times past, you
have taken a pretty good turn in your own will:
now, though somewhat late, you are called lovingly
to do His.
The difference between what you now pass through
and what you would experience, were your heart
entirely His, does not consist in the removal of
trials, but in bearing them patiently and lovingly.
A true child may, in the divine will, be subject to
the influence of that spirit, which would point him
towards cursing all round, or at times slip into a
misery, which would make death itself appear almost
preferable : nevertheless, in the centre of the heart,
towards Him, there is immovable peace.
When you get more love, you may know a
humble glorying in tribulation, and also have a sense
of growth in the divine life, attendant on these
miseries, or immediately following them.
DIVINE TOUCHES.
Hold out, therefore. You have got good eyesight :
cry to Him to take away the stone out of your
heart, and also to give you wisdom, when relief
comes, to behave yourself, and live graciously, in
the midst of what are called earthly comforts and
plenty.
If strict justice, or a high sense of right, would
do, you would carry off high honours, over the
heads of most competitors : but infinite Wisdom,
when favours are to be granted, looks only towards
humility, and the crying infant in the heart.
Your mind is too clear to wish to turn Him:
join, therefore, to that Spirit, which wrought in the
Publican's breast, and towards Him become a little
child in your heart, that all may yet be well.
W.B.S.
333-
DIVINE TOUCHES.
27. 7. 84.
, these touches from the divine Majesty are
to warn you against too much love from the affec
tionate part to that which is natural only, and also
to join holy fear with heavenly love.
At the very bottom of your heart, with His help,
love Him more and more.
W.B.S.
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334-
FIERY TRIALS. DYING ON THE CROSS.
29. 7. 84.
All things work together for good to them that
love Him.
Amongst these "all things" there is none more
profitable than fiery trials and inward tribulations.
If you, in your heart of hearts, aspire to be made
like unto the Son of God, these trials give you an
opportunity of dying with Him on the cross. When
they are willingly embraced, they are more deeply
profitable than angels' visits.
So, dear child, keep your heart and spirit God-
ward, and be a virgin to Him in the purest love.
The best heavenly gifts are wrapped up in hory fear
and love.
W.B.S.
335-
INTELLIGENCE VAIN.
1. 8. 84.
* * # It matters little how intelligently letters
are written : when not from above, they do nothing
but mischief. How long is a soul to follow such
tuition as this before it passes from death to life?
Dear soul, be quiet. Nothing will prosper till you do.
W.B.S.
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336.
FEW MAKE HIM ALL IN ALL.
22. 8. 84.
* * * There was a word in the heart for
some three weeks ago. Many, very many,
are willing to have Him as an accompaniment, but
few, very few, make Him their all in all, to the
very bottom of their hearts. The truth is, men or
women cannot find true rest of soul, till they can
put their hand on their breast, and say in sincerity,
and without wavering�Oh, my God, Thou knowest
that I love Thee a million times more than all that
I have seen, or known, or can think of. Multiply
this love for Thyself a million million times more.
Amen.
W.B.S.
337-
CONSTANT LOVE.
4. 9. 84.
Dear ,
Love Him : keep loving Him. Wherever you are,
and whatever you are doing, Love Him.
In temptation, Love Him: when things are bright,
Love Him: night and day, Love Him.
If you do, He will keep you as in the hollow of
His hand, and now and then press you to His heart.
Amen.
W.B.S.
3H
338-
MARVELLOUS THINGS NOT USUALLY
FAVOURABLE.
9. 10. 84.
Always try things that are uncommon. In doing
this, there is no need to be unbelieving or sceptical:
prudence is enough. Don't handle hastily that which
has a very bright side : give it time before it is
appropriated: sometimes a day or two will work
wonders in this line of things, and save from great
mistakes, and bitter disappointment. Marvellous
things are not favourable, as the rule, to the divine
life. They have a tendency to beget an experience
which is jerky and uneven. The highest path of the
just is that which shines brighter and brighter, im
perceptibly but always rising: walking steadily, but
always nearing the goal : that is perfect love�all
thy mind, heart, soul and strength. This alone
brings unity with the divine�oneness between the
Father and the Son. To this every true-born child
of heaven is called : that which draws the mind and
heart from this is not good, however high and ex
cellent it may appear. This is the point at which
nine out of ten verge to the right hand or to the
left in their course. To keep the eye single to the
fulfilment of the Law in the heart is too simple and
childlike for the majority : so few are chosen. ,
lose sight of everything but this : you are called to
love Him with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength. There is nothing greater in earth or
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heaven than this. All other things will fail or cease :
this will grow brighter and brighter, deeper and
deeper, where it exists, for ever. Amen.
W.B.S.
339�
G. FOX'S JOURNAL.
11. 11. 84.
Dear � . � . ,
Herewith goes, by parcel post, a copy of G. Fox's
Journal. * # * It will throw light upon many
things concerning a revival of spiritual experience ;
and otherwise, here and there, be pleasant and in-
instructive reading. * * * That Journal was
selected from G. F.'s papers by an Editor; so many
strong things may have been left out : nevertheless,
a rich portion remains for those who have eyes to
see and ears to hear.
Man is great as he gets near to God, who alone
is altogether good, wise and holy. He is worthy of
everlasting praises, and infinite love and adoration.
Amen.
W.B.S.
3i6 THE SAME SUBJECT.
340.
CLEVER, CARNAL, WRITING ON RELIGIOUS
SUBJECTS.
27. 11. 84.
Dear
,
Perhaps it would be as well simply to return the
copy to your friend with the marginal remarks. He
is in a sad, wild, dark state, or he could not have
blown the horn over poor Carson's high-flying
dreams.
A man may be learned, spirited, and clever, as
was Carson ; able also, as he was, to write in a
telling manner on popular religious subjects ; never
theless, at the same time, in the school of the holy
mystery of Christ, and of that holy faith which is
held in a pure conscience, be at the wrong side of
his A. B. C.
W.B.S.
34L
THE SAME SUBJECT.
[The following are the remarks, referred to in the
preceding letter, on Dr. Carson's printed letter on
the doctrine of sanctification as taught in 1 Cor.
1. 30, in which he states that the view given by him
is as "original and novel as it is glorious": "not
Antinomian, nor Arminianism."]
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As to being original and novel�supposing it to
be so, it is no better for that : but, for substance, it
is neither the one nor the other. Any person indif
ferently acquainted with the controversies on kindred
subjects, which have filled hundreds of volumes
within the last three hundred years, will bear witness
to this.
As for its being glorious�it manifests great ignor
ance of the divine life to call it by this name. A
beautifully painted loaf is not glorious to a hungry
soul ; neither is any doctrine to be honoured with
the title, that drives against Christ dwelling and
reigning in the heart. * * *
Thus it is that they who, being out of the Life,
know nothing better than the Scriptures for their
teacher, twist them as a nose of wax, to suit their
own spiritual deformity, and lack of Life and Love.
W.B.S.
342.
" A REASONABLE FAITH : " " BY THREE
FRIENDS."
22. 12. 84.
That book of the "Three Friends" is sad work.
They that teach the children of men to call God
their Father, though their intentions may be what
are called good, yet are they really ministers of the
Prince of Darkness. No man can truly say even
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that Jesus is the Lord but by the divine Spirit:
neither can anyone rightly call God his Father, until
the Spirit of adoption has been sent forth into his
heart. The Spirit that cries in the heart, My Father,
is given in and with the new birth, not before it.
They are bastards, who have not passed through
the strait gate.
Then, as to the Atonement, they have gone from
one pernicious extreme to another.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
343-
HALF-HEARTED RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY.
28. 12. 84.
Yes : another is known here, whose age and
family are equal to yours, who would, when suitable
to his present humour and purpose, speak as kindly
as yourself about W.B.S. But what of that? His
religious condition is little better than that of a gar
ment in which the moths have had a free run for
upwards of thirty years : so corrupt and worthless,
that it seems hardly worth the trouble of gathering
up to be thrown into the fire.
He is a trifler and joker, and though he reads his
Bible frequently, and says his prayers, the sight of
him, with a sense of the carnality of his spirit,
raises a fear that he is left to himself, and to the
deceitfulness of his own heart.
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You are in a more fearful condition than he, be
cause of your superior enlightenment and past privi
leges, the abuse of which has left you with all the
signs of a reprobate state.
Your talents and cleverness, with good words and
fair speeches, generally enable you to surmount the
difficulties which lie in the way of your self-will.
Think not, however, that this will avail before God,
or screen you from His just judgment, when the
day of your visitation sets in. Your excuses will
then melt to nothing: the substance of them will
vanish into thin air, and leave you naked and exposed
to His righteous indignation.
You appeal to Him about your repentance : you
need not stretch towards so high a Court. That re
pentance which does not put a stop to trifling and
sin, and make a man seriously in earnest to save
his soul, needs itself to be repented of. It is itself
a lie, and a mockery of the King of kings.
Then again your hope which you endeavour to
keep afloat by reading about
* ' the wonderful old
prophets," and also fighting in defence of theological
notions, and a more reasonable and intelligent faith,
is little better than a self-generated thing; and, by
your own showing, of the same baseless character
as that which belongs to the hypocrite, and will fail
when tried by fire.
A poor navvy or coal-heaver who knows nothing
on religious subjects, when they reach beyond not
lying and swearing, not giving way to drunkenness
and uncleanness, holds an enviable position com
pared with yours. You have had time and oppor
tunity, and other more spiritual favours repeated a
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thousand times : these have been rendered of no
avail by persistence in wrong-doing and your half
hearted religious hypocrisy and trifling. Still you
buoy up your vain confidence of salvation with fine
words about the power, faithfulness, righteousness,
and compassion of God; though, when you look to
the tabernacle within you, where the Beloved of God
ought to be shining with a gracious light and holy
heat�where Christ ought to dwell and reign�you
see and feel nothing better than darkness and death.
Remember, my son, you can make the Scriptures
say what you will, but you cannot make the blessed
God in your heart and conscience lie to suit your
purpose.
He cannot lie.
W.B.S.
344-
PROBLEMS SOLVED.
31. 12. 84.
Live near. That will untie all knots and solve all
problems.
W.B.S.
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TO A PRIMITIVE METHODIST PREACHER.
6. i. 85.
Friend ,
You were heard speaking the other night about
the inward and outward man. It was somewhat
pleasant to find a person who was thinking and act
ing a little wide of the sect or body to which he
belonged : nevertheless, there were certain short
comings and uncertainties in your discourse, which
it becomes a well-wisher, in the true fear, to notice.
In the first place, he is no real friend to mankind,
who teaches men to call God their Father before
they are born again�born from above�born of God.
The soul and body are of man : it is the spirit which
is of God, and which is quickened into life by the
Holy Ghost, when the Spirit of adoption is given.
The Spirit is rarely, if ever, sent forth into the heart
before the strait gate of repentance has been, or is
being, passed. It is not safe to say or preach that
the babe of glory is born�truly born�till the Spirit
of adoption is clearly given. There may be convic
tions and drawings of the Father, some enlighten
ments, fears, and relentings ; but these may all leave
the subject on the wrong side of the new birth.
When the Spirit of adoption is truly given from
above, it carries with it into the heart a filial love
of God, which words cannot express.
Again, you were wrong in quoting Carlyle, or any
such man as he. He was a soulish man, or, as it
v
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is called in the English New Testament, a natural
man, not a spiritual man: consequently, not led by
the divine Spirit either in life or doctrine. His ex
travagance in language and philosophy are not of
the Truth�not of God�and are unsavory and pain
ful to a truly spiritual heart; that is, a heart in
which the Beloved of God is in the ascendant, and,
in His wisdom and power, is in thought, word, and
deed, the leading agent.
Men may be much stronger in philosophy and
science than Carlyle, and much more reasonable and
affable as men, and yet be altogether soulish�men
of soul, or natural. Science and philosophy do not,
per se, forward in any way the birth from above,
nor constitute a man a son of God in the truly re
ligious or divine sense of that term.
From these few hints you may gather, if you will,
that it is not good to build the greatness of man
upon the basis of soul. It is the spirit, when
quickened of God, that gives the true dignity to
man, which spirit is as much another thing from
soul, as soul is another thing from body. Man is
the father of the soul : God is the Father of the
spirit, that is, divinely speaking. The operation of
God separates between the two : it divides asunder.
The soulish man is the outer man: the spiritual man
�the God-begotten man� is the true inner man, the
hidden man of the heart.
Don't set these few remarks down as a schooling,
or from a fault-finding spirit : if you do, you mistake
the spirit of the writer.
About fifty years ago one of the elders of your
connection, William Clowes, opened a chapel at
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Louth in Lincolnshire : his proceedings and person
are fresh to the memory. Since before that time it
has been a custom to look into your places now and
then�of late at long intervals�to feel how things
are going on.
Of course he, W. C, would have thought the
S Street temperature very low, and things in
this quarter of England somewhat un-primitive.
He and the brothers Burns were accustomed to
drive hard their hobby, self-willed faith: dangerous
travelling at any time, but especially so, when the
passive way is unknown, or hardly discerned.
They helped, in their measure, to fill England with
the noisy, but weak, religion of this day, though they
did it ignorantly.
It is a fearful thing to sow unproved seed in the
vineyard of God. The effects reach far into eternity.
W.B.S.
346-
THE GOAL.
16. 1. 85.
Dear ,
Keep the goal in view�that is, to love Him with
all your heart, and mind, and soul, and strength.
When you do this as naturally and easily as
breathing the vital air, you will dwell in the suburbs
of the City of Peace.
W.B.S.
v 2
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347-
FAILURE AND ANGUISH.
17. 1. 85.
, dear child, it is all for the best. This
anguish will teach you a little about the bitterness
of being separated from His love. When He again
manifests His love, all will melt before Him, and you
will find your love increased and strengthened; that
is, made more stable and constant.
Be obedient in future, and all will be well.
Amen.
W.B.S.
348-
GUIDANCE CORRESPONDING TO INTERNAL
CONDITION.
22. 1. 85.
* # * You see by these trials how necessary
it is to be altogether His. Absolute decisions can
be received only as the heart and mind are abso
lutely subdued by perfect Love.
A hint or two you may profit by. Not to go
beyond to-day in your reasonings and determinations,
unless it be absolutely necessary. Not to expect
that the divine oracle, as the rule, will give a re
sponse clearer than your internal condition admits
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of: and not, even then, at the beck of the human
will. Divine favours have to be administered so as
not to puff up, or lessen humility of heart and mind,
which is to Him of great price.
W.B.S.
349-
WISDOM FROM SUFFERINGS.
28. 1. 85.
You will learn wisdom and submission by these
sufferings. They are allowed that you may not fall
away into hardness and indifference; which is in
deed a sore and dangerous state to be in. Be a
little child to God, and He will be a loving Father
to you.
Don't dictate to Him, even in thought: but submit
absolutely to Him in all things.
If you are faithful to the light given, it will grow
brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
W.B.S.
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350.
MISERY AN EFFECTUAL PRAYER.
29. 1. 85.
Your misery and wretchedness are effectual
prayers. Feel the weight of them, and look up.
As a little child, ask Him to be a Father to you,
and never to leave you, till you love Him with all
your heart, and mind, and soul, and strength.
What would you? He is ready to receive you
graciously, and to love you freely.
Amen.
W.B.S.
35i-
WILLING TO DIE TO ALL.
22. 3. 85.
Be sure, if you are willing, at the bottom of your
heart, to "die to all," and that He should be your
all in all, that light will arise in darkness.
There is nothing more certain than that He is in
finitely good, and worthy of an infinite love.
They that love Him entirely have great Peace.
W.B.S.
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352-
SOMETHING WRONG.
25. 3- 85.
, dear child, think on the inward work. Re
member that the path of the just shineth brighter and
brighter. If, therefore, the kingdom of righteous
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, does not
answer to this progress in the heart of hearts, with
out special pleadings, something is wrong.
All religious doings whatever, that do not tend
immediately to more and more love and holy fear,
are of the flesh, and not of God.
W.B.S.
353-
TRUE HELP.
28. 4. 85.
, be still, and let and other foolish
things alone.
Look to Him to help you, and give you peace ;
and He will do so at the right time. As to the
children, when you become gracious and loving
Godward, He will cause all things to work together
for your good.
True help comes direct from above. It is the
blessed God that you have to please : not your
Pharisaic neighbours.
W.B.S.
328 NOTHING AND NOBODY.
354-
GRACE GIVES THE HIGHEST INTELLIGENCE.
i. 5- 85.
There is another thing, which you may not forget,
when the time comes. It is grace in the heart, not
intelligence in the head, that is acceptable.
True grace in the heart gives the highest intelli
gence, that is, a sense of the present mind and will
of the Supreme in regard to self, and men, and-
things.
Intelligence from books and other sources cannot
do this, and fails also in begetting true humility in
the heart, which is of the highest price in the divine
estimation.
W.B.S.
355-
NOTHING AND NOBODY.
10. 5. 85.
When you experimentally know what it is to be
nothing and nobody, nine-tenths of your religious
activity and gossip will come to an end. Till this
experience is yours, you will not "get more of
God," though you roast yourself, or be roasted, on
a gridiron.
W.B.S.
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356.
REASONING. BELIEVING AND LOVING.
13. 5- 85.
* * * It is as you say: there is no end
to reasons pro and con., but as grace comes in and
reigns, these painful things pass away.
A sip of divine foresight is worth an ocean of
wise and prudent reasoning. Reasoning is a bottom
less abyss: believing and loving are Paradise.
W.B.S.
357-
SELF-WILLED LOVING BRINGS DARKNESS.
17. 5- 85.
Do you feel real satisfaction of heart after writing
to and others in language which rightly cor
responds to those only who are born of God?
If you lavish love or good words on unworthy
objects, you will be made to feel it in one way or
another. This self-willed loving and directing is
from the first birth, not from the second.
These things bring clouds and darkness; and
cause a smoke in the temple.
If your body were in perfect health, they would
be your ruin. It is a holy mystery that true love is
for the few, not for the many.
W.B.S.
330 PERFECT LOVE.
358-
A NEW NATURE. RELIGIOUS DOINGS.
23- 5- 85.
, you must bear your birth-pains patiently.
If you do, that which is of God in you will grow
stronger and stronger, and that which is of religious
flesh will become weaker and weaker.
Don't expect voices and signs. It is a new heart
and nature that is given, which inclines to that which
is of God, and turns from that which is of the flesh
and Satan.
You see what meetings and other religious doings
bring to in others : be sure that, if you follow them,
the same and worse will come to pass in yourself.
When you have got near to God in heart-love,
He will overrule your children for good.
, be a humble, quiet, lover of God, and all
will be well.
W.B.S.
359-
PERFECT LOVE.
2. 6. 85.
Perfect love is not so within the power of the
creature, that it can be commanded at will. It is of
the divine Spirit, and the gift of God.
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It is possible to desire it from selfish and self-
willed motives, when it is looked upon as something
definite, or pleasant to the taste, or desirable to
make one rich or wise of heart. Here it is that the
clever ones miss the mark. Also they forget that
it is the simple-minded spirit of a loving infant that
wins the prize.
Perfect love is searching, and very pure ; and is
as scarce as pure. It is without limits, infinite, and
surpassing wonderful; and is attained only when
sought with all the heart, and mind, and soul, and
strength.
******
W.B.S.
360.
ACTING AS FOR GOD.
5- 6. 85.
Dear Soul,
Mankind can act prudently, in the sight of God,
only as they have been made truly prudent, that is,
made one spirit with Christ.
It is a mistake when a child of the Father teaches
prudence to the first birth. It makes canting religion
ists, in a high figure, of those that are taught, and
brings poverty of heart to the teacher.
A well-instructed child never acts, as for God, till
he is perfectly at ease and disinterested in mind, and is
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carried along by the heavenly Teacher, who is most
peaceful and gentle, without excitement or fear.
If there remains doubt on the mind, it is a sign that
the concern is of man, not of God.
W.B.S.
36l.
SPIRITUAL DRUNKARDS.
16. 7. 85.
Dear ,
The post card was written by one who knows not
what he says. He has jumped into his present ex
perience in his own will, from self-appropriated
passages of Scripture, or at the bidding of some false
prophet.
If ever he comes to pass the strait gate, he will
be made to feel what a bitter thing it is to have been
a deluded Ranter in the things pertaining to God,
and an abettor of the same false spirit in others.
Be thankful that you have left these spiritual drunk
ards. Also, dear child, be patient and humble before
God. He will pour in the wine and oil at the right
time.
W.B.S.
JACOB BOHME AND W. LAW. 333
362.
PUSHING TO THE FRONT "FOR GOD."
24. 7. 85.
3
Keep clear of acting in a religious way from a
bottom of cleverness or talent. The rule is, not to
print, or appear in public, or meddle with individuals,
or shine in poetry, without a sense of duty that admits
of no doubt.
One of the crying evils of this age is, pushing to
the front " for God," without due authority. A thou
sand "good" motives will present themselves to
justify this line of things : but in the light of God,
without an immediate call, they are vanity, and lead
to poverty. If they are continued in, they stir up
wrath, and bring the darkness of death into the spirit.
Die to everything for the Love. It is His to give
the wisdom and the power.
W.B.S.
363.
JACOB BOHME AND W. LAW.
30. 7. 85.
The business way of getting J. Behm's or Wm.
Law's works is through the second-hand booksellers,
who, if applied to, will lay on a heavy price. The
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better way, probably, is to let them alone till they
are brought across the path by Providence, and even
then not to be too hasty to lay hold of them. All good
is immediately from above, and can be attained only
in the divine will and time. Thousands have lost the
best part of their time upon earth by knocking at
wrong doors, and taking second-hand advice.
There is an old marginal note in one or two of
Behm's pieces here, which you may find not very
far from the truth.
No. i. "There are some stirring hints and lively
remarks on the kingdom of God in these writings,
but they are well-nigh swallowed up in the bog of
Jacob's philosophy. That he had openings of Truth
in his mind is clear, but it is equally clear that his
explanations of these openings, or rather explanations
bottomed upon them, were of the fleshly mind, led
astray by much reading of Paracelsus, and other
high-flying writers of that school.
He that in his explications of the new birth�the
birth of the Spirit in man�goes beyond the effects
produced, and the results which follow, will darken
counsel by words of vanity ; and especially will this be
the case, when, led by imagination, he wanders be
yond the pale of finite knowledge.
The oneness of the Father and the Son is ineffable,
and can be known by those only who stand in that
relationship. It is one of the highest mysteries of
God, which, in His will, may be felt and spiritually
known, but cannot be explained : much less can it be
illustrated by the impudent jargon of Paracelsian
" theosophy."
SONS AND SERVANTS. 335
No. 2. " This is little better than blind fudge. That
J. B. and W. L. were enlightened, and saw in measure
the antichristian formality of the "Christianity" of
their day, may not be denied : but the wood, hay, and
stubble that abound in J.B/s writings, with the one
sided hobbies of W. L., show to the opened eye the
excess of the above panegyric, and the carnal state of
its writer."
W.B.S.
3^4.
SONS AND SERVANTS.
3. 8. 85.
, you are right : it is a great honour to serve
the Most High. It is also a great favour to fear Him,
and to walk in humility of heart before Him. In doing
this there is great reward, such servants being under
a special guidance and protection, and recompensed
according to their works.
True it is, also, that all are servants who are sons ;
but all are not sons that are servants. Nevertheless,
it is- well not to handle this and the like matters in the
way of tabulating differences, and noting advantages ;
which might beget spiritual avarice�hastiness to
become rich�but simply to follow the light of grace in
faithfulness and singleness of heart. Peradventure,
some day, when not expected, perhaps, the Spirit
of adoption may be sent forth into the heart, crying,
My Father ; to which the new-born son may livingly
and lovingly respond�My Lord, my God, and my All.
W.B.S.
336 ONLY GRACE BRINGS PEACE.
365.
TRIBULATIONS UNITE TO GOD.
10. 8. 85.
Dear ,
You are right : true love bears burdens pleasantly.
Indeed it makes desirable that which otherwise would
be unbearable.
Tribulations and trials of every kind, in the divine
order, bring the spirit and soul to a heavenly temper�
an equality and sweetness which are godlike, and not
of man. This quality is precious ; not, principally,
because of the enjoyment which it brings, but because
it unites to Him, who is more lovely than men, or
women, or angels�the fairest among ten thousand and
altogether lovely.
It is a great thing to have the love of One that
changes not, nor grows cold�One who becomes more
beautiful and lovely, as He is more and more known
and loved, and will do so for ever.
They that see Him as He is become like Him, and
love Him with an infinite Love.
Amen.
W.B.S.
366.
ONLY GRACE BRINGS PEACE.
10. 8. 85.
Nothing but grace will bring peace� that is, free
grace.
JUSTIFYING GOD IN EVERY POINT. 337
" Effort after effort, and tribulation after tribulation,"
are of no value except in so far as they are brought
upon the creature by the Creator. The way is, to
get peace by His grace, and then to behave well,
when trouble and tribulation come in the order of God.
Decent people don't like to go to Him empty-handed.
He won't receive into favour on any other terms.
You remember what was said of the publicans and
harlots : they stole a march upon your honourable
men, because they had nothing to bring, and as little
to say in justification or extenuation.
May He bless you. Amen.
W.B.S.
367-
JUSTIFYING GOD IN EVERY POINT.
19. 8. 85.
There is one thing that you will do well to take heed
of in future. Your natural sense of justice, in the face
of all the circumstances of your case with which you
are acquainted, leads to a sense that you are, in some
sort, an injured party : or otherwise that your case
calls more for commiseration than an extension of free
grace or favour.
It is not meant that this forms itself into anything so
tangible as to be handled by you willingly in self-
defence : nevertheless it may, almost imperceptibly,
tincture your inner being, and prevent that hearty
w
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abandonment of self-defence, which mostly finds favour
in the Court above.
It was said, "with which you are acquainted."
Here lies the obligation of entire submission. There
must be factors pertaining to infinite subjects, concern
ing which, at present, man must be very much in the
dark, and therefore incapable of deciding according to
truth, especially when a right verdict would seem to
go against self. In this dilemma there is one thing
that we are called to do : that is, to believe with the
heart that He is absolutely right in all His require
ments, and that man is wrong when he does not justify
Him in every point, and from every smatch of im
perfection or blame, which the evil spirit may seek to
stir up against Him in the heart.
Though you may not be able, at present, to do this
easily or fully, you may, with divine help, fight against
the contrary, till deliverance from the enemy comes in
from above.
Amen.
W.B.S.
368.
THE HEAVEN-BORN MAN. MAN CHOOSING
GOD.
26. 8. 85.
When we remember that His requirements bear
more towards the gift from Him of a new life or
creation, in the heart and soul, than the rectification of
BELIEVING THIS OR THAT MAKES BASTARDS. 339
the old or first-birth, fallen, man, it would seem to
cover a great amount of difficulties surrounding the
case.
Man inherits the flesh and fleshly mind from his
parents. He calls us to forsake these, and to accept
the seed of a new life, the root of which will be from or
in Himself.
Herein is the condemnation : this offer is not re
ceived with thankfulness. It does not consist of a
penal visitation for the perverseness and misery which
are the natural outcome of the first-birth, earthly,
man.
That the state of the new creature, or heaven-born
man, will equal, or exceed, in blessedness and glory,
the first creation, there can be no doubt ; as redeemed
man comes under a dispensation of rewards, and a
degree of divine complacency, which, under the con
ditions of a continuance in the grace of the first
creation, would not have been possible.
If you can show to yourself how, in any better way,
man can really choose the blessed God for His portion,
perhaps the knot would be unloosed.
W.B.S.
369.
BELIEVING THIS OR THAT MAKES
BASTARDS.
31. 8. 85.
My Son,
Don't tell people that, if they believe this or that,
they are saved, feel what they may : or you will add
w 2
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to the number of those who are born of the will ofman,
not begotten of God.
These are bastards, not true sons. They have not
been translated into the kingdom of God : consequently
their path will not be that of the just, which shines
brighter and brighter.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
370.
HE ALL IN ALL.
5- 9- 85.
"The change wherein He is all in all has not yet
come."
Live for it alone. Something of infinite importance
hangs upon it. When He is all in all, all that you do
will be right and well-pleasing to Him.
Amen.
W.B.S.
371-
REST OF HEART THROUGH CHILD-LIKE
FAITH.
7- 9- 85.
P.S. A constant, child-like, loving faith in Him
brings, in the most natural way possible, through all
trials and temptations, into rest of heart, and quietness
FOLLOWING ON THROUGH TRIALS. 341
of spirit, that words cannot express: which rest of
heart and quietness of spirit in no way lessen love-
desires and enjoyments, but purify and intensify them
more and more.
In this path is known, in the heart, the absolute
truth of that Scripture� ' ' The path of the just shineth
brighter and brighter." The fiery trials and subtle
temptations, met with in it, do not hinder the traveller ;
but, if patiently borne, really help him, though they
may not appear joyous at the time.
Therefore, have faith in God.
Amen.
W.B.S.
372.
FOLLOWING ON THROUGH TRIALS.
16. 9. 85.
, dear soul, be steady and cool in your mind.
Don't look at, or think of, the blessed God, as though
He were an evil spirit. If you desire to love Him
with all your heart, nothing upon earth, or in hell,
can hinder you. But you must follow on with patience,
through trials and tribulations, and avoid the appear
ance of evil, or anything in regard to religious men
that would grieve your husband.
In times past you have taken too much for granted :
now the enemy would drive you by the contrary
extreme into despair. Resist him in humility of heart,
and he will flee from you.
W.B.S.
342 SERMONS ON
" THE FINAL SALVATION OF ALL.'
373-
HEART TENDER.
23. 10. 85.
Take care, in all your difficulties, to keep your heart
tender before God ; or you will go back in spirit, and
be unable to help others.
Nothing will supply the lack of the little child in the
heart.
W.B.S.
374-
SERMONS ON "THE FINAL SALVATION
OF ALL."
3. 11. 85.
In sending two sermons in the form of a pamphlet
on "The Final Salvation of All," you ask whether
W.B.S. considers them in accordance with God's truth.
Now, before answering this question, he desires
you to say, what is to be thought of a man, who, after
the prophet Jonah had travelled one day's journey
into Nineveh, should have followed in the same path,
giving notice that he who was about twelve hours'
travel in front, though a well-meaning man, was
altogether mistaken, as it was impossible that the
blessed God would destroy a city in which there were
above one hundred and twenty thousand persons, who
could not discern between their right hand and their
left, beside much cattle.
W.B.S.
343
375-
TO THE SAME.
6. n. 85.
True : there can be no doubt, " it would have been
wrong," as you say ; and the consequences might
have been fatal to the Ninevites.
It is equally clear that you, and other workers
in the same line, are liable to the same condemnation.
He would have brought upon himself the punishment
that awaits the unsent prophet, with the maledictions
of those deluded by his message : you also will bring
upon yourself the judgments due to the officious, first-
birth, religious, prognosticating man, with blood-
guiltiness respecting the souls who may have been
hushed more soundly to sleep by your carnal talk
about the blessed God, and heavenly things of which
you really know little or nothing.
You evidently have no authority for what you say
on these matters, beyond the deductions of your
reason ; which deductions are assuredly perverted by
vanity or self-will, as they run contrary to the simple
drift of the Scriptures, and the testimony of holy men,
who were moved by the Spirit of God.
W.B.S.
344
376.
FIT SUBJECTS FOR MERCY. A CHILD-LIKE
SPIRIT.
9. 11. 85.
There is a difference, which you will see, when
it is pointed out. Two persons agree that they deserve
nothing at the divine hand. One reasons thus: not
deserving, I shall get nothing. The other believes�
not deserving, I am a fit subject to receive from His
mercy and munificence. The first cannot but fail.
The other fails, say seventy times seven ; yet wins
at last.
In the letter to you, "perfect loving submission"
is called not only a gift, but also a fruit of the Spirit.
There is a difference here, which may be noted. As
the Spirit is received, and joined to in the heart,
not only peace, but love, and other fruits, form and
grow.
If you make peace or any other fruit of the Spirit to
be a gift absolutely or directly given, it may favour
your position. But this, though true in a sense, is not,
as the rule, precisely the way in which true believers
grow up in Christ to the stature ofmanhood.
Having the Spirit, when under trials, they see and
feel their own spiritual condition, and believingly,
according to the measure of their strength, look up,
cry to Him, take courage, and prevail at last.
Where this child-like spirit does not exist, there
is something radically wrong. It lies at the root of all
success�to say nothing of greatness� in the things
of God.
W.B.S.
THE WORK OF MAN, AND THE WORK OF GOD. 345
377-
PHARISAIC RELIGION.
21. 11. 85.
Dear ,
Don't forget the indwelling and reign of God in your
soul and spirit. If this is not increasing, something
is wrong.
In your present state, you may not be called to fight
against the mixture of philanthropy and pharisaic
religion of the present day : nevertheless, it is vanity
and a lie, compared with a quiet resting-place for God
in your heart.
W.B.S.
378.
THE WORK OF MAN, AND THE WORK
OF GOD.
14. 1. 86.
* # * There is a great gulf between the
things that are religiously beautiful and true, but
which spring from a churchly and first-birth root, and
the same as they are brought forth in the heart by
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
The first is the workmanship of religious man�human,
however beautiful in appearance�the last is the work
manship of God, and divine.
346 GOD REVEALS HIS SON BY GRACE.
Look well to this difference, as referred to in these
and the former few lines ; and be not offended, as they
are sent not in the omciousness of religious flesh, but
in the fear of God, and from a sense of the comforts of
the Holy Ghost.
W.B.S.
379-
GOD REVEALS HIS SON BY GRACE.
17. 1. 86.
******
I say unto you, that salvation and deliverance are
from above, and that you will receive them, if ever
you do, by grace and favour, as a guilty, helpless,
sinner, through, and in, Christ.
It is the blessed God that must reveal His Son to
you, and in you ; or you will remain, as to your
inward life, a muddled, Mosaical, Quakerly, slavish,
servant all your days, without real comfort, and with
little hope.
* * * Man can only groan, and cry, and
bemoan : the blessed God alone can deliver and save.
"We love Him because He first loved us." But
how are you to know that He loves you, till He makes
it known to you by a kiss of Peace? Are you to
wheedle Him into this kiss of Peace by your Quakerly
trumpery, Mosaical drudgery, or Christian philosophy ?
Or are you to receive it as His gift through the Son of
His love ?
TRIALS AND INCREASE OF DIVINE GOOD, ETC. 347
The path of the just shineth brighter and brighter :
not because they become more long-faced or outwardly
godly, and can walk better and better according to
some sanctimonious ideal worked up in the mind ; but
because the living waters flow more freely, which
living water has its spring in the very heart of God,
and gives that life and spirit which forms or creates, in
dignity, holiness, and beauty, the man after His own
heart.
Here are a few crumbs of that bread which, if
eaten, will make this the happiest new year of your
life.
Amen.
W.B.S.
380.
TRIALS AND INCREASE OF DIVINE GOOD.
BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS.
19. 1. 86.
When you are brought into the state of heart and
mind, which you speak of, through unwatchfulness or
hastiness, patiently bear His loving indignation, till
it be overpast.
When there is no sense of the cause, still bear
the trial patiently, though the fire be very hot, being
assured that the end will be to your gain.
These visitations, when brought on by the divine
hand, are to prepare for an increase of divine good, a
growth in the divine life.
348 MINISTERS OF THE LETTER.
Take care in future not to seek relief from them
in books or newspapers ; or you will grieve the divine
Spirit, and frustrate the divine purpose.
When you take to newspapers with a will, as you
describe, it is an act of whoredom against the Bride
groom of your soul, for which you will have an
application of the rod.
Bear all with loving patience, and all will be well.
W.B.S.
381.
MINISTERS OF THE LETTER.
[to an "evangelist," engaged by THE VICAR
OF , TO PREACH FOR A WEEK.]
20. I. 86.
Neighbour ,
Don't tell people that the Scriptures are the only
medium of communication between God and man ;
neither press them too hard to untie the knot of their
acceptance and assurance by logical deductions from
the letter of them; or you will add to the number
of those who are born after the letter, and by the will
of man, but who are not truly begotten of God. These
are bastards, not true sons.
There are hundreds, yea thousands, of English-
speaking people who believe as correctly as you do,
but have not really passed into the kingdom of God's
dear Son. It is the work of the blessed Spirit to reveal
A RIGHT SPIRIT.�THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION. 349
Christ to, and into, the heart of man. They who are
truly born of God, are not even brought forth by
the will of man, but by the present gracious operation
of God.
From a lover of all men,
W.B.S.
The Apostles were ministers of the Spirit, not of the
letter. Now all work hard at the letter, save one in a
thousand, who breathes after the Spirit.
382.
A RIGHT SPIRIT. THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION.
28. 1. 86.
If you are to become a new creature in Christ, you
will do well to let go what you have, and to cry
and long, as the Divine Spirit gives power, not for
more heart, but for that salvation and deliverance
that accompany the gift of a new heart, and a right
spirit.
Don't you see that you are doing, in a Christian and
Quakerly way, just what a "pious" Jew of the
present day is doing in a semi-Mosaic, and for his
pains remains in darkness and bondage all his days ?
When a man is born of God, He sends the Spirit
of His Son into his heart, crying, My Father. Any
thing that keeps from this is trumpery and worse.
Give it all up, and look from the depths of your
wretchedness straight to God through Christ.
350 ASSUMED CALL TO "MINISTER."
The death, spiritual destitution, and misery, that you
feel, came upon you through the first Adam. Deliver
ance and salvation, with the Spirit of adoption and
love, come through the second�freely and without
price.
Don't take hold of anything here written by the
wrong handle. There is nothing, for substance, that
the writer does not embrace pleasantly and joyfully.
W.B.S.
383-
ASSUMED CALL TO "MINISTER."
30. 1. 86.
About . If he has allowed the persuasion
that he was called to minister to a body of people
to enter his mind, and has given himself up to them in
this capacity, of course he will have to follow more or
less the traditions of the sect ; and will of necessity, so
far as he does this, suffer spiritually from the violence,
which these customs, beliefs, and practices, do to the
present mind of the divine Spirit.
Nothing will save him from the spiritual poverty and
misery that will follow while he travels in this rut.
His is another instance of the awful� infinite� import
ance of the first steps that a man takes in the things
of God.
W.B.S.
THE CRISIS THAT BRINGS TO BIRTH. 351
384-
HOPE TO THE END.
10. 2. 86.
, bear His loving indignation with patience,
till it be overpast.
It is "lawful to look up to Him, and expect His
blessing." If you fail to do this, you will commit
the most grievous sin of your life. Though you may
not be able just now to do it, as in days gone past,
the time may not be far distant, when you shall love
Him more purely, continually, and strongly, than
ever.
So, , dear child, be of good courage, and
hope to the end.
Tell Him that it is your desire to love Him with
all your heart, and mind, and soul, and strength.
This is what He calls you to in Christ, who is your
prophet, priest, and king.
If you do this, entirely depending upon His grace
and love, He will, little by little, visit you with His
gracious power, and enable you to love Him entirely.
THE CRISIS THAT BRINGS TO BIRTH.
1. 2. 86.
Any counsel will be rendered of no avail, if the
motive to action is not according to the mind of God.
Amen.
W.B.S.
352 TO LOVE HIM ENTIRELY.
If there be no higher motive than to do what is right in
a religious way, as a means of allaying fear, or nur
turing hope of future good, there will be misery and
failure to the end : because this may be done from that
nature which cannot please God.
Looking straight to God through Christ is the only
way to that crisis, which brings to birth, and real
active life, that babe of glory�that new-born child�
which cries as easily and sweetly as it lives and
breathes, My Father, My God.
When this is your experience, the days, as the rule,
will not pass heavily.
Any religious doings, or feelings, or experiences,
that are so rested or believed in as to keep from this
translation into the kingdom of God's dear Son, are
worse than trumpery.
It is from this standpoint that you are called upon to
give up or throw away. From this point of view it
is probable that you are one with
W.B.S.
386.
TO LOVE HIM ENTIRELY.
17. 2. 86.
Yes, Mary; when the peace of God dwells richly
in the heart, all things are made easy.
To love Him only and entirely is a favour entered
into and enjoyed by few.
THE INSIDIOUS SPIRITUAL MALARIA OF THIS AGE. 353
This is your calling, dear Mary, and all His dealings
lead thereto.
Your letters are always pleasant to
THE INSIDIOUS SPIRITUAL MALARIA OF
Doubtless, your sincerity and Christian intelligence
have caused you to avoid some of the wrong doings of
this spiritually fallen age : but this gives little security
that the spirit of it has not tinctured the faith of your
heart.
Indeed, it would be a miracle, if it were not so.
How few, if any, at this day, enter, by divine grace,
clearly and fully into the perfect Love of God. With
out this, there are sure to be misinterpretations of
experience, and wrong applications of Scripture, with
out end : and though these, where there is great
sincerity, may not altogether shut out the light of day,
they will surround the soul with darkness, or clouds
and fogs, all the year round.
The path of the just shineth brighter and brighter.
A true-born son of the Father grows stronger and
stronger, wiser and wiser.
According to your faith it shall be done to you.
W.B.S.
THIS AGE.
22. 2. 86.
x
354 THE INSIDIOUS SPIRITUAL MALARIA OF THIS AGE.
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and mind, and soul, and strength. This is a promise
in Gospel-days.
These are axioms, the living substance of which
never fails to flow, more or less, in the heart of one
truly begotten of God. But these truths the anti-
christian spirit of a fallen age, in some way or other,
shuffles over, or it denies them to be plain descriptions
of the normal experience of the true Christian Life.
Where is the man, who has not so sucked in and
assimilated the false notions and faith of those who
have influenced him in his spiritual progress by their
writings, preaching, dogmas, or example, as to do
this ; and, notwithstanding, believe that in sowing the
same seed he is doing a good work, and helping
forward the cause of Truth on the earth ?
These things being so, it requires something brighter,
stronger, more divine, than deductions from Scripture,
reason, or experience, to assure a Christian that he is
not suffering from the insidious spiritual malaria, with
which he has been environed from his mother's womb.
You will take these hints in a gentle spirit : they are
the fruit of a lengthy observation and experience in
these matters, and though, at first sight, they may
appear extreme to others, the truth of them is as clear
as the sun on a day without clouds, to the hidden man
of the heart in
W.B.S.
THE TROUBLE OF BLASPHEMOUS THOUGHTS. 355
388.
PARTICULAR BLESSINGS.
24. 2. 86.
Unless a particular blessing is very clearly im
pressed upon your mind by a higher power, don't
encourage the thought of this, that, or the other, as
favourable.
Any blessing for real and lasting good, as also
its mode of communication, is best known to the
Father of spirits.
What may be done is, to watch towards Him in
a general way on 's behalf.
THE TROUBLE OF BLASPHEMOUS THOUGHTS.
25. 3. 86.
All sin is against the divine Spirit, but all sin is
not the sin against the Holy Ghost, which shall not
be forgiven.
The blasphemous thoughts that trouble you show
how utterly unable the human spirit is to silence or
conquer its enemies, without help and grace from
above.
W.B.S.
x 2
356 A PERPETUAL REST, ETC.
Cry to God mightily, that for the sake of His Son,
who died for you, He would enable you to turn over a
fresh leaf, and yield up to Him your heart.
If you do this in sincerity, and follow the light of
grace in your daily walk, be sure that He will pardon
you graciously, and love you freely. Amen.
W.B.S.
390.
A PERPETUAL REST.
3. 4. 86.
Mary,
It is all for the best. The weary will there find
a perpetual rest. Your love to Him there will know
no intermission, but grow stronger and stronger,
deeper and deeper, for ever.
Be of good courage, dear child. You are not for
gotten by
391-
FAITHFULNESS IN TRIALS.
9. 4. 86.
Yes, Mary, these are the trials which you will meet
with in the narrow way : but if you are faithful to the
divine Spirit, and in humility and meekness of heart,
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follow the light of His grace in your heart, He
will make your enemies, sooner or later, to be at
peace with you.
It is a strait place to be fixed in ; but not too strait
for Him to help you through.
Mary, dear child, be meek and lowly in heart and
very humble : yea, like an infant before Him ; and all
will be well.
W.B.S.
392.
NOT IN BOOKS.
15. 4. 86.
It is not in books, , but in the communications
of grace and love in the heart. When these are
sought with all the heart, they are sure to be found.
Eye single, body full of light.
W.B.S.
393-
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES OF MAN.
19. 4. 86.
, don't think of coming here again for months
to come.
" The way of truth
"
must be made known to your
heart by communications of grace and love from above.
358 CHARACTER OF A TRUE SON.
You will receive these communications, as you bear
the cross, and walk humbly and quietly before the
Almighty God.
Give over writing letters to newspapers, and all
other religious activities, which are only of man.
Cease talking on subjects which you may let alone
without hurt to yourself or others. Surely you have
done things these last two or three years, that need
contrition and heart-humiliation before God.
This posture of spirit you will find alone, better than
in any company whatever.
W.B.S.
394-
CHARACTER OF A TRUE SON.
21. 4. 86.
Dear ,
Your friend � . � . needs a teacher, nevertheless.
Let him take two or three years to learn the following
lessons, which are but one at root : �
That those who call the blessed God their Father
ought to be satisfied with what His providence brings
across their path :
That a true son of the Father is careful not to suffer
anything, which is not immediately of, or from, Him,
to ripen into a desire.
When his interior condition corresponds with these
maxims, he will find, as the rule, that God alone, and
His Love, are to be desired.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
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395-
A CHANGE OF NATURE NECESSARY.
25. 4. 86.
As there is harmony between the human and divine
will, these miseries and uncertainties will cease.
It must be remembered, however, that the true
harmony will result from a change of nature, and not
from oneness of purpose merely, on this or that
subject. Or, more plainly, the will must become
spiritual or divine by an intrinsic union or oneness
of nature, before the true harmony can exist. The
natural will may do the divine will in the abstract,
notwithstanding that self or selfishness lies at the root
of the transaction. In this case, though the divine
will may be said to be done, there is no income of
interior rest and peace. If it were otherwise, the
first birth would thereby be strengthened, not crucified
with Christ on the cross. Or, in other words, if the
natural mind were satisfied that it did the divine will,
it would become, though in a mystery, more Pharisai
cal, more selfish, more proud, more like Satan�farther
from God. So you see, there is no getting over the
little child in the heart, the birth from above.
W.B.S.
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396.
SPIRITUAL MAXIMS.
2. 5. 86.
Pain of mind arises from self-will, or meddling, or
having meddled, with what does not concern us.
To fret against what is permitted by divine provi
dence is really to fight against Him.
The Babel that is mainly to be fought against lies
near to the centre of each heart.
To be truly alive to God is to be dead to all
creatures.
That love which is not supernatural at root is an
apple of Sodom.
W.B.S.
397-
THE CONVERTED MUST BECOME AS A
LITTLE CHILD.
29. 5. 86.
Except a man be converted, and become as a little
child, he will remain a stranger to the reign of God in
the heart, and the glorious liberty thereof.
Doubtless, you will write yourself a little child : but
this gives no security that your spiritual constitution
has not been sadly injured by an untimely birth, bad
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nursing, drenching doses of mental Godfrey's cordial,
and a parental cramming of cake and other dainties, in
the place of plain and appropriate food.
No wonder that you write like a nervous and double-
minded woman. No wonder that, being called to
labour and fight, you cry out� I can do nothing. There
has been an infinite wisdom manifested in my bringing
up. It does not trouble me about being debilitated,
or my blood being tinctured. I want to know whether
my faith is of God, and that I have it as His gift, and
standing in His wisdom and power.
Ah, this is brave talk : but foolish, nevertheless, not
to say, false. Indeed, to give you the lie direct, from
a loving heart, would not be the worst thing that could
happen to you. You can "do nothing." Can't you?
Oh yes : you can. You can play the fool spiritually.
You can cease to deny yourself, and take up your
cross daily. By your sentimental unbelief and fore
casting folly, you can give place to the devil, and
bring upon yourself the divine displeasure, as did those
six hundred thousand in the wilderness. Also you can
do many other things, which need not be named here ;
and, in doing them, whine out some very pathetical
" old testament " sentiments.
Take the advice of a friend. You have been con
verted : sink down, by the grace of God, till you
become a little child in your heart. This is the only
ground from which will spring a constant stream of
heavenly wisdom and divine love. Also cease from
puritanical drams, self-willed sectarian interpretations
of the Scripture, and Calvinian covenant-cordials�the
dear comforts of the first-birth pharisaical man.
362 COMPLACENCY IN NATURAL ENDOWMENTS.
That conversation which you had with your friend
was of the true puritanical flavour, sadly grieving to
the ear of an angel of God, as coming from those who,
forsooth, profess to be true-born children of God, and
one of them a minister of the kingdom of God.
By puritanical flavour, it is not meant that there was
no grace held in solution, but that the divine virtue of
it was nearly lost by an excess of other ingredients,
and the unsavoury state of the vessels.
I say unto you, come to the little child in your heart,
or you cannot enter on that path which shineth brighter
and brighter, but will keep plodding on, making
capital of the muddle that you are in.
COMPLACENCY IN NATURAL ENDOWMENTS.
Doubtless by nature and education you are what
seemed to you some time back a sufficiently prudent,
clever, able sort of woman : but having in some
measure fallen in love with the Eternal Beauty, His
providence works contrary to complacency in that
kind of thing, that you may be helped, or gently
driven, towards a life of loving trust.
There is hardly anything more opposed to the super
natural life than a trust or pleasure in that which
comes by nature and circumstances : consequently
W.B.S.
20. 7. 86.
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those who are marked for His in an especial way are
dealt with sharply, when erring on this cardinal point.
The highest wisdom is a childlike love, which has
its spring at the very bottom of the heart.
Strive lawfully, for this, dear , with all your
mind, and soul, and strength.
Amen.
W.B.S.
399-
"SERVICES" COMPARED WITH THE MIND
THAT WAS IN CHRIST. QUAKERS.
21. 7. 86.
Don't let the formality and half-heartedness of this
people drive you to extremes. They have a name
to live, but are dead : it is the business of the enemy
to keep them where they are. You are awake : it is
his policy, by trouble and other things, to prevent you
from walking with that evenness and sweetness that
was manifest in Christ, and which becomes natural
to all those whose hearts are made truly one with
the Father by Christ.
Read what they write, and hear what they say,
with an even, humble, rrfind : and if the Spirit of Truth
makes use of their bitterness as a purging flame, say
in your heart of hearts, Thy will be done.
Testimonies, services, and exercises, are small
matters compared with the mind that was in Christ.
364 THE FIRST-BIRTH MAN ABUSES DIVINE FAVOURS.
Where this is established, all the rest will follow.
The Friends and Quakers, and all other people, will
be tossed about as a ship in a storm, till this is accom
plished in them, or is being sought by them with all
the heart. Nothing but this will preserve from false
exercises, or becoming nominal Quakers.
, remember that all things work together
for good to them that love Him.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
400.
THE FIRST-BIRTH MAN ABUSES DIVINE
FAVOURS.
27. 7. 86.
The divine will becomes clearer and clearer as
that which is of a contrary nature is neutralized, or
moved out of the way.
The only solvents are the divine love and power.
These work effectually and swiftly, in proportion as
they meet with a meek and lowly disposition of heart
and mind.
As the rule, this exercise of mind and mystery of
the hidden life is dealt with in no other way.
If men had their own way in this matter, they
would act as wildly as one who would cure a pleurisy
by high living and plenty of wine.
The first-birth man becomes a Pharisee of the
Pharisees, or something worse, when sure of a divine
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communication. Till a man, therefore, is truly dead
with Christ, and raised again by the power of the
Father, his spiritual food needs to be well sprinkled
with the bitter herbs of misgivings and doubt.
W.B.S.
401.
HIS WILL.
7. 8. 86.
To live entirely in His will, by an inward confor
mity and union of spirit, is the only heaven upon
earth.
W.B.S.
402.
CONSTANCY.
21. 9. 86.
The more constantly He is loved with all the heart,
the more He shows, in an interior and ineffable way,
His beauty, sweetness, wisdom, and power.
W.B.S.
366 INSOLUBLE PROBLEMS AND THE LITTLE CHILD.
403.
HE FIRST.
13. 10. 86.
Yes: where He is not first and chiefest, religion,
however refined, soon dwindles into formality, and,
before Him, into hypocrisy.
What His true lovers are called to at this day is
to live very near, with all earnestness, gentleness,
and sobriety.
Amen.
W.B.S.
404.
INSOLUBLE PROBLEMS AND THE LITTLE
CHILD.
24. 11. 86.
" They must be one thing, or the other : in this
there seems no half-and-half state ; and this starting-
point is the ground of many thoughts :" &c, &c.
Mary, with this starting-point, which is principally
of man, you have little or nothing to do. In the nature
of things, no human being can solve this problem.
What you are called to do is, simply to deal with the
openings of divine providence as they rise, and act
towards your relatives as with other people ; rather
giving strangers the preference.
THE AFFINITIES OF NATURE. 3^7
As you get nearer and nearer to Him, these diffi
culties will pass away, and "they must be's" will
vanish from your heart and creed, when they assume
the form of a stumbling-block.
Be of good courage, Mary, and become, as much
as in you lies, a true and faithful lover�a little child
in your heart, of few words. If you inly sigh for
this, He will destroy self, and Himself become your
all in all.
Amen.
W.B.S.
405-
THE AFFINITIES OF NATURE.
4. 12. 86.
The few lines to the sister indicate that is
not to be taken captive by small talk.
The affinities of nature, as the rule, are not favour
able to a close walk with the blessed God.
The exceptions are, when Providence clearly leads
to a spiritual union of no ordinary degree, by which
the injurious working of that which is natural is neu
tralized.
W.B.S.
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406.
THE DECENT RELIGIOUS MORALIST AND
THE PUBLICAN.
9. 12. 86.
There is a great difference�infinite, itmight be said�
between desiring this, that, or the other thing in the
way of excellence or goodness, as conducing to happi
ness, and freely accepting our condition as wretched,
undone, sinners, with a willingness to receive help on
the terms offered by the Supreme Judge. That is the
Pharisee : this is the Publican. The first may origin
ate in self: the last may be the strivings of grace.
The former is generally man saving himself, while the
latter shuts .him up, and gives him nothing to say out
side of "God be merciful to me a sinner."
These very words may not be used : but the sub
stance of them springs up in the heart, and is manifest
in the life continually.
Here is the turning point between a decent, philo
sophic, religious, moralist, and a saint : that is, one
born from above � the subject of a new creation, a
new divinely-inclined will. Philosophers, Pharisees,
Unitarians, and the generality of Papists, work the
self-originated oracle : while the truly humbled soul
says�Behold the greatest wretch on earth : help Thou
me.
Amen.
W.B.S.
PATIENCE UNDER CROSSES. 3^9
407.
BEARING BURDENS.
17. 12. 86.
Mary,
There is only one way for you in this difficulty.
You must sink down continually into more infantile
helplessness and simplicity before the Father, and, as
He gives you liberty, bear the burden which oppresses
you before Him on your heart. He can give a turn
to these troubles in a way that you know not. He
always hears the cry of those that do truly love
Him.
In love,
W.B.S.
408.
PATIENCE UNDER CROSSES.
17. 12. 86.
You will bear the "grace" patiently. All crosses
are profitable, especially to " spirited women," which
means those who are inclined to rule, wherever they
are. You must love Him a million times more yet,
and then another million.
W.B.S.
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409.
DIVINE DIRECTION.
19. 12. 86.
The few words that were last written were not
based upon any opinion of you, either good or bad:
they were given to throw light into the heart upon
the way of Peace. It is not denied that they may have
a tincture of the writer : still they were free from any
personal feeling, and contained not a word the sub
stance of which W.B.S. would not take to himself as
freely as send it to you.
There have been frequent remembrances of them,
pleasant to the mind from a sense of their origin,
which was not of man only. A consciousness of the
divine direction and approval makes all things bear
able and, for the most part, agreeable.
It is admitted that your way is sometimes rough,
and is often made painful to you ; nevertheless, it is
felt that under all this there is, secretly, a hand of
favour about your path.
W.B.S.
410.
MEEKNESS UNDER TRIALS. HALF-AND-
HALF BELIEVERS.
29. 12. 86.
The "coldness" that comes not of wrong-doing is
to be borne with patience and humility of heart: it
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may indicate that something better is at hand�that a
nearer union is being prepared for.
Quiet patience, and lowly meekness of heart, under
trials, are a more acceptable offering to Him than
the breezy musical joy, and self-satisfying flattery, of
a hundred thousand half-and-half believers.
The true love, which is a fruit of the Spirit, being
of an infinite nature, defies all figures : nevertheless,
a million times a million is not a small matter to rise
modestly from a loving heart while here below.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst ; they shall
be filled.
Amen.
W.B.S.
411.
ALTOGETHER HIS.
18. f. 87.
Perfect love and entire disengagement from all crea
tures go hand in hand. Oh, the freedom of spirit,
when the heart is altogether His.
W.B.S.
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412.
FEW DEAD TO ALL.
23. 1. 87.
Many thousands have some light and fear, but are
not dead to all but Him ; nor are they seeking this
with all their hearts.
Out of this there is no true Rest.
W.B.S.
413-
NATURAL EAGERNESS. LOVE, SELF-WILLED
AND DIVINE.
7. 2. 87.
You must become a little child in your heart. Little
children do not put themselves on the horns of a
dilemma, but simply trust and love.
The racking doubt is to warn you against excess
and danger. As the rule, you may not allow your
heart to go out after anything whatever, no matter
how good it may appear, with too much eagerness.
The only exception to this rule is when the desire is
to be entirely lost in His Love, but even this will not
Justify over-much impetuosity and wilfulness.
As to the case of the persons mentioned in yours,
it is the light from God that enlightens every man,
more or less, that is the life of men. When this light
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shines into a man's heart, and he walks according to
it, and gives up all to follow it, it will beget him to
God, and make him a new creature. It he does not
do this, prayer will not save him.
As to yourself, you know that it is necessary to
distinguish between what is natural and that which is
spiritual. This, however, rightly comes to pass only
as that which is spiritual grows with the increase of
God. If all the love that is in your heart, or of which
it is capable, be lavished upon Him continually, He
will so work between soul and spirit, that the natural
self-willed love will vanish, or become powerless for
evil, and the pure and holy flame, which is His gift,
will become all in all.
Amen.
W.B.S.
414.
WITNESSES FOR GOD. PRETENDED
PROPHETS.
21. 2. 87.
It is true that this is a day of darkness, divisions,
strifes, and a general lack of the purity and power of
vital godliness : nevertheless, the blessed God is not
without His witnesses here and there : He never was,
and never will be.
These, who live in Him, have the spirit of wisdom,
and the power of a sound mind, from Him. They are
not deceived by the doings of those who are in the
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apostasy, neither can they be led astray by the im
pudent pretensions, and first-birth, carnal talk, of
deceivers like your pretended prophet, J. J. Jezreel.
You may be a tool only, in his hand ; but this will
not altogether save you from the punishment of de
ceived deceivers.
W.B.S.
415-
FAITH-HEALING AND SCRIPTURE-LOGIC.
3- 3- 87.
To .
Be careful, or you will ride your faith-healing
hobby, and scripture-logic, to your dying day, with
out realizing in your own case the growth to the
manhood of Christ, which is the workmanship of God.
There is evidence to the eye opened of God, in
your book against Tinling, that you are an infant in
the things of God, and have had little experience of
the work of the divine Spirit, which leadeth the true-
born child into all Truth.
By this is not meant that Tinling is right and you
are wrong, but that, in your inner life, you are as
small and weak in the spirit of wisdom, holy fear,
and divine love, as he.
When a man gives full swing to his mind and
heart, neither his high notions, nor scripture-logic,
hides the growth of the hidden man of the heart from
those who have been brought to a resting-place in
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the blessed Truth�in God. They see and feel where
he is, whether they will or not, on reading his religious
notions and performances.
It would answer no good end, in your present con
dition, or it might be shown, easily, that some of your
positions are as fraught with folly and spiritual ignor
ance as Tinling's ; and also that they are more
dangerous to the well-being of the members of the
body of Christ than his short-comings and somewhat
moderate spirit.
You must therefore be left to the divine Spirit, with
this warning, that you are meddling with things too
heavy for you, and beyond your growth and strength :
also that you are out of the divine order, and that the
course you are in will end unprofitably for time and
eternity.
W.B.S.
4l6.
LAW. GRACE. WAR. THE TWO BIRTHS.
13- 3- 87.
Probably it was a mistake to give J. J. G.'s book
to the young man, without some explanation of its
one-sided character, and a hint of the error running
through it, that is, giving as a law to the first-birth that
which belongs, when rightly understood, only to the
second.
376 LAW. GRACE. WAR. THE TWO BIRTHS.
The Jews, who were, in the main, a rough head
strong race, sensual through the climate, and inclined
to idolatry, which they had learned during their cap
tivity among the Egyptians, having been selected by
God for a divine purpose, were brought by His visita
tion under a theocracy, and bound by the trammels of
law. This was what Infinite Wisdom determined, as
befitting their case, and suitable to His designs. When
they went to war, they were expected to do it in the
fear of God, subject to His permission and guidance.
The fulfilment of these conditions brought a blessing,
according with the nature of the dispensation that they
were under.
In "the fulness of time," Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, came into the world to introduce a more glorious
dispensation, which was of grace�the kingdom of
God, that is, the reign of God, by supernatural grace,
in the hearts of the subjects of this kingdom. This
higher and more glorious dispensation leads its sub
jects more entirely from the violence and self-assertion
of the natural state, into harmony with the divine
mind, not only in the affairs of war, but also in matters
pertaining to man's social condition, and the claims of
justice and law.
"An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth," as even-
handed justice, being suitable to curb, in measure, the
excesses of that natural state, was therefore author
ized by the Sovereign Law-giver, as a kind of first
lesson to be learned by the creature, but not at all to
supersede a future advance into a higher sphere, un
der the power and guidance of a more spiritual and
divine manifestation of the mind and will of the
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blessed God : much less arguing vacillation, or a
change detrimental to the character of the Eternal
God, or a disunity between the Father and the Son,
as hinted at by the writer [of the letter sent by you].
The arguments of your friend are shaped in too
logical and mathematical a form to apply rightly to
religion and morals ; the laws and temper of which,
speaking after the manner of men, must have their
life and spring in the divine heart and mind, which
cannot be subject to the suggestions and reasonings
of the natural man, whose intelligence is confined
within the sphere of a lower nature. Hence the ne
cessity of the birth from above, spoken of by Christ,
without which no man can have a right apprehension
of the things of God. In fact, he cannot know them.
Here it is that the anti-war people generally err :
they preach to the first birth, the natural man, what
can be truly known, and rightly sustained, only by the
second birth, the spiritual man : thus, through their
ignorance and carnality, turning the grace of God
into a system of Law, and binding the burden upon
those who are not in a position to bear it.
This is being done continually, in flat opposition to
the principle laid down by the Great Teacher�" make
the tree good, and the fruit will be good." All the
pruning in the world will not change the nature of
the fruit.
To bring all within a nutshell�men must become
divine before they can act divinely, think divinely,
or reason divinely. When they are truly born of
God, they will act, as the rule, in no other way.
W.B.S.
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417-
GIVING UP OWN WILL.
26. 3. 87.
Neither W.B.S. nor an angel from heaven can do
you lasting good, so long as you have a will of your
own.
Except a man be converted, and become as a little
child, &c. If thine eye be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light. Now your eye is not single,
neither have you become a little child in your heart.
You embrace the theory, but the substance exists not
yet. This is that blessed state which few find. Till
you do find it, it is the mercy and love of God that you
should fry in your own grease.
There may and will be intermissions of favour and
tenderness, but these will not be lasting�they cannot
be�till your own will is gone.
So, my son, give up your likings and dislikings,
and never expect rest, till you can say with your
whole heart and soul, night and day, and all the year
round�Not my will, but Thine, be done.
Amen.
W.B.S.
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418.
SLACKNESS IN LOVE BRINGS HAZINESS.
3. 5. 87.
******
Let your heart be perfectly given to Him : let it
rise constantly before Him as sweet incense. Make
Him your all in all every moment. This will be fol
lowed, sooner or later, by steady brightness of spirit,
and His presence in your heart will become the most
real thing of your life and being.
Slackness or unfaithfulness in love generates hazi
ness, reasoning, lukewarmness, and uncertainty, which
are not, as is generally supposed, appointments of the
Father, but follow from doings of the creature which
might have been avoided.
This loving war-cry does not arise from doubt or
uncertainty on your behalf, but from that love for you
which is in Him.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
419.
TRIALS VOLUNTARILY ANTICIPATED.
12. 5. 87.
Mary, it is as you say : all trying dispensations are
intended to draw, or gently drive, nearer to Himself.
There is a sense in which it is possible, in measure,
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to anticipate these things, by passing voluntarily out
of every other love into that entire love of Him, in
which alone true rest of heart is to be found.
It is true that He alone can bring into this : it is
His free gift: nevertheless, those who are truly new
creatures in Christ may be so faithful in love, as to
lead more surely and speedily to it.
This is a mystery which may not easily be put into
words, but will be clearly witnessed to your heart
by the blessed Spirit of God.
Peace be with you, Mary, wherever you are.
W.B.S.
420.
RELIGIOUS WRONG-DOINGS. AN IDOL.
A SET TIME.
15- 5- 87.
Doubtless the paper is moderate for , but it
is still.
It is from man, not from God. It calls to man, not
to God.
When the name of the Almighty has been taken in
vain, in a religious way, through hastiness and
forwardness, a long humiliation may be exacted by the
great King. Years may have to pass over the writer,
before his mind is sufficiently quiet at its centre to do
anything rightly towards setting up, in a public way,
the kingdom of God.
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The image of the inward kingdom, which a man
forms to himself, however good his model, is an idol
after all. When he calls others to this image, he calls
them to himself�to his idol�not to the blessed God.
There is a set time, unknown to man, for the return
out of spiritual Babylon.
W.B.S.
421.
NIPPING IN THE BUD. RISINGS OF SELF-
WILL, &c.
19. 5. 87.
It is true that you cannot command your heart to
burn with an ever-increasing flame : nevertheless, you
may do that which is equally acceptable to your Be
loved. You may nip in the bud all risings of, or
temptations to, self-complacency, self-will, or pride of
heart ; and numberless other things, which will be
pressed upon you from time to time by your engage
ments, and surroundings, and evil spirits.
In this way you may be a most chaste virgin to
Him ; and this your love will be more acceptable to
Him, at tJte present time, than a flame in which you
could be passive, and under the pressure of inward
jubilation.
Thus resisting your domestic enemies and evil
spirits, with a loving confidence in Him, you will not
be left without touches of love and joy ; and you will
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also be nearing that inward steadiness and peace,
which cannot be moved.
In passing through these trials to your womanhood
in Christ, you will become sound in theory, and safe
in practice. Not only so : but that hidden beauty,
which Infinite Wisdom sees you susceptible of, will
be developed ; and He will become your all in all to
all eternity.
Amen.
W.B.S.
422.
YOUNG QUAKERS.
21. 5. 87.
You young Quakers will never come to a true
settlement of mind till your religious exercises are
only to please the blessed God, losing sight of all
other considerations whatever. Eye single, body full
of light.
This is a day in which " outward helps " are hin
drances.
W.B.S.
GOD AND CHRIST ALONE. 383
423-
ENTIRE LOVE.
8. 6. 87.
Entire love is the perfection of man. It grows
brighter and brighter. It sees through, and is over,
all things.
W.B.S.
424.
GOD AND CHRIST ALONE.
26. 6. 87.
The way out of all your troubles is, to lose sight
of everything on Earth and in Heaven but the blessed
God and Christ alone. If you thus keep your eye
single to Him, dying out of your fiery spirit and
terrible self-will, and becoming, in His power, a loving
little child in your heart, all will be well. If you do
not, you will be left to fry in your own grease, though
He may not take His mercy entirely away.
Half-hearted love is no use at this day : His soul
loathes it, especially in Quakers.
Dear child, farewell.
W.B.S.
384 ONE TRULY SINGLE.
425'
THE SECRET OF SAFE WALKING.
14. 8. 87.
The secret of safe walking lies in the depths of
the heart. If the most hidden bent of the heart be
constantly towards the blessed God in love, in the
hour of temptation the saving power will be forth
coming, and the soul will not lose its balance or
peace.
When slips are made, and wounding follows, it may
be a warning against slackness, or some measure of
half-heartedness. The pain and trouble felt are to
drive to the Mighty One for help, forgiveness, and
more grace.
Childlike simplicity, humility of heart, and a con
stant turning of the mind towards the love of God,
bring safety, victory, prosperity, and Everlasting
Peace.
Amen.
W.B.S.
426.
ONE TRULY SINGLE.
23. 8. 87.
* # # * *� *
How rare to meet one, whose eye and heart are
SINGLE, truly SINGLE.
Such a one, in the Court above, is in higher estima
tion than 300,000 ordinary religious souls.
W.B.S.
THE SINGLE EYE. 3�5
427.
BOOKS.
25. 8. 87.
Remember, dear soul, that books, however good,
are mere religious playthings, if the eye be not single :
that is, if the most hidden bent of the mind and heart
is not for God alone.
When this is the case, EVERYTHING will work
for your good.
Amen.
W.B.S.
428.
THE SINGLE EYE.
27. 8. 87.
Dear ,
If thine eye be single thy whole body shall be full
of light. This implies that if the most secret bent of
the mind and heart is for God alone, nothing shall be
able to hinder the soul and spirit from becoming more
and more intimately ONE with Him, who is Light and
Love.
If your mind and heart are not in this condition,
cry secretly and constantly to Him, until they are.
Then you will love Him night and day, with all your
z
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heart, mind, soul, and strength ; and your path will
grow brighter and brighter.
Amen.
W.B.S.
429.
IDEAL BEYOND GROWTH. MAKE THE
TREE GOOD.
20. 9. 87.
There is a danger connected with clear vision,
which you will perhaps thank W.B.S. for naming.
It may lead its possessor to overlook the day of small
things in himself and others, while aiming at an ideal
beyond the existing degree of growth. The ideal may
be correct in the main ; yet at the same time not
correspond to the present light of grace in the heart.
It is impossible, while doing this, to avoid self-
righteousness, or condemning in self or others, out
of unison with the divine Spirit*.
First, babe : then, young man : afterwards, Father.
First, blade : next, the ear : then the full corn in
the ear.
Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good.
When the blessed God reigns in the heart, good fruit
will, in due time, appear. That which appears after
the will of man is not good. Therefore Papists,
"Salvation Army" people, and Quakers or others,
that overrun the divine Spirit, are in bondage to man
or men, not subject to the blessed God.
THE SPRING OF TRUE WISDOM, ETC. 387
Gospel is not� do so and so, and you live : but
believe and thou shalt be saved.
He alone is the salvation of His people.
Everlasting Praises.
W.B.S.
43�-
THE SPRING OF TRUE WISDOM. BASTARDS.
22. 9. 87.
My Son,
True wisdom has its spring in the Love and Peace
of God, shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost
given. This generally follows a deep conviction of
sin and sinfulness.
They that slip into religion through any other door
are bastards, not sons : useless to others, and empty
of real good in themselves�mere sentimental talkers,
or scientific ranters, who have much to say concerning
the blessed God, but know nothing, really, of Him.
No man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he
to whom the Son revealeth Him.
True sons cry, My Father, by the Holy Ghost.
W.B.S.
z 2
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43i-
THE KINGDOM ENTERED IN INFANTILE
SIMPLICITY.
27. 9. 87.
My Son,
If you would prosper in the things of God, keep
low. Avoid high-flying language and notions. These
will bring on exercises of mind sufficiently painful and
tedious, but profitless. The kingdom of heaven is
entered in the spirit of infantile simplicity and trust.
Anything greater or less than this will miss the mark.
A man on stilts is not in a becoming posture to eat
the bread of life. He needs a stone to break his
wooden legs, and bring him down to earth.
There is one door to that sheepfold of which Christ
is the Shepherd: be content to enter in at that.
W.B.S.
432.
DIVINE LOVE.
3. 10. 87.
Yes: that is it: "Love, divine Love." All follows
this. The "tempests" are to drive towards it. Any
rest taken up with, before a fulness of divine Love,
generates self-righteousness and a complacency not
pleasant to the most blessed� the centre of eternal
love.
W.B.S.
THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE, ETC. 389
433-
CHRIST DIVINELY WITHIN. STILTS.
10. 10. 87.
There is a sense in which He is "within" and
"without," all alike. There is also a higher and
diviner sense, in which this is not the case. He was
not "within" the Pharisees in the same divine sense
that he was "within" Christ: this was manifest by
the gracious spirit of the One, and the dark and
malicious spirit of the others : the former spirit being
of and from God, the blessed God, the latter being
of and from the flesh and the devil.
But why write in this strain, or attempt a personal
application, to one who has " advice supplied by the
great Adviser"�one who "never desires anything
that is not forthcoming at the right time and way
" ?
My son, put away your stilts and high notions,
and pray to become a little child in your heart.
W.B.S.
434-
THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE SEEING THROUGH
RELIGIOUS DOINGS.
19. 10. 87.
Doubtless � . � . � . has had exercises of mind, and
will have more of the same unprofitable character,
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unless he becomes whole-hearted, and vacates the
Pharisee's chair.
At this day, it is easy for thoughtful and reading
people to see through the wrong religious doings of
the age, and to adopt something more seemly and
spiritual in their place, without at all reaching the
turning-point of a thorough conversion : which turning
point is, being willing to take the position of the vilest
of the vile, when looking up to the infinite and Ever-
blessed God for mercy and a new heart.
A Quakerly, or a good, education makes this a very
difficult, and seemingly unreasonable, attainment: so
little understood and taken to heart, in this scientific
and rational age, is that profound truth that flesh is
flesh ; and, however manipulated and done up by the
creature, remains contrary to the heavenly Spirit,
and incapable of union with it.
There cannot be lasting peace in any heart till one
Will, in the unity of the Eternal Spirit, serves both
God and man.
Amen.
W.B.S.
435-
VISIONS, Etc., PASS. DIVINE LOVE GROWS.
16. n. 87.
, don't forget that exercises of mind, temp
tations, ravishments, visions, to say nothing of other
particular gifts, pass away. Also remember that
SEEK LOVE : RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL FOLLOW. 39 1
divine Love, which is a fruit of the Spirit, never
faileth ; but, the creature being faithful, grows brighter
and brighter to the perfect day. This being so, let it
be uppermost in your mind, morning, noon, and night,
all the year round.
You may have experience in other things, wonder
ful and exciting, and therefore dangerous, but the
growth of divine love increases in simplicity, as it
grows in depth and constancy ; so that, at last, it be
comes as natural and easy, as breathing the vital air.
The very life's blood of the deepest experience
possible on earth is the perfect and entire Love of
God. Everything else desirable follows in due course.
Get this truth deeply fixed in your mind, that you may
have a definite object in view, and a rallying point,
under all circumstances.
W.B.S.
436.
SEEK LOVE : RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL
FOLLOW.
1. 12. 87.
Dear Soul,
Temptations "come from God" in the sense that
they can beset the creature only by His permission.
It will be seen by you, either in time or eternity,
that they are for good to those that love Him.
You will do well to remember that the end of
Christ's life, sufferings, and death, with the gifts of
392 DRAWING ON THE GREAT BANKER, ETC.
the Spirit, and the light of grace, are from the Father's
Love ; and are made known that He may be loved
with all the heart, mind, soul, and strength, as easily
as breathing the vital air. This love is a fruit of the
Spirit, and the gift of God. Seek this love, and all
righteousness will follow. You seem to have been
seeking righteousness, that love, the fulfilment of the
Law, might follow. Take the contrary course : seek
love, that the Law may be fulfilled.
Christ, the Lamb of God, has removed all hind
rances out of the way, that you may come to the
Father without fear, and obtain all that you need for
time and eternity.
Do this as a little child, humbly, and with absolute
submission in all things, and all will be well.
W.B.S.
All books must be read with a little salt. The light
of grace in the heart is the true guide.
437-
DRAWING ON THE GREAT BANKER.
QUESTIONS � NO SPECIAL PLEADING.
9. 12. 87.
Mind what you are about, my son. There are
thousands upon thousands in England, the Colonies,
and America, who are quite as constant and consistent
in their daily prayers as yourself: nevertheless, their
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doings, before the blessed God, are little better than
the mumblings of a Zulu Caffir.
All religious men are glad to be drawing upon the
Great Banker, but, in the matter of a disinterested
or undivided heart, they may be Pharisees through
and through� washing themselves in the blood, and
singing their religious songs, but remaining in the
first birth, sinners and sinful to their dying day.
Ask yourself this question: Is my path as that of
the Just, which shineth brighter and brighter ? Then
again, another : Do I love the blessed God, my Father,
with all my heart, mind, soul, and strength ? Has He
so given me a new heart and right spirit, that it is
as easy to do this as to breathe the vital air? This
not being the case, one more : Am I seeking these
evangelical blessings with all my heart and soul?
In solving these problems before the Holy One, who
sees to the very bottom of the heart, let there be no
special pleadings, no squeezings of conscience, no ex
tenuations of guilt, but an absolute submission to the
divine judgment, and a sinking down to the publican's
plea, and sticking to it; then there will be hope.
As to suffering, &c, when needed, divine Wisdom
metes them out as the creature can bear them, "by
W.B.S.
CROSSES.
23. 12. 87.
394 SONS AND SERVANTS. YOUNG QUAKERS.
means and ways totally unlooked for and least de
sired."
That is it : and a loving, courageous, embracing of
these divinely appointed crosses brings, more and
more, into the depths of eternal rest and Peace.
Amen.
W.B.S.
439-
SONS AND SERVANTS. YOUNG QUAKERS.
17. 1. 88.
The book dropt in last night. It will be looked
through carefully, as likely to throw light upon a
point, often brought to mind respecting many who
are, or have been, Quakers, viz. that they, by some
means or other, continued in a state corresponding
with a servant rather than a son.
That true sonship cannot exist without a revela
tion of the Father by His Spirit is clear to the mind
here: also that there is a possibility of sliding im
perceptibly into the use of the term Father, where
the Spirit has not imparted the loving affiance suit
able to that relationship, is evident from observation.
The question how this is, or how it comes about,
is one of deep import, and calls for great caution.
Indeed it must be spoken to from above to be finally
settled.
THE SERVANT'S STATE AND THE SON'S. 395
Yes : it is as you say about the sermons. The
thought arose in the mind, what can have induced
to publish this book. Probably it was the
preacher's strong belief in the Society, as an instru
ment for good, as most of these zealous young
Quakers are really fighting for the Society and its
testimonies, in the place of something definite from
the measure of divine life that they have in them
selves.
W.B.S.
440.
THE SERVANT'S STATE AND THE SON'S.
23. 1. 88.
******
They both had divine visitations, but neither of
them seems to have come to that brightness and
stability in the Truth, which was the great feature
in the character of G. Fox. To use his words,
they "had something from the Son," but He had not
been revealed in them in abiding clearness and
manly fulness.
They remained in the striving�may we not say
the servant's�state through life, and consequently
liable to the weakness and blindness in part, atten
dant on that condition. It was this that led H. J.
to say, "the divine Seneca." A moralist, in the
freedom of language, might use this term ; but from
the mouth of a Quaker, it is little better than a lie.
396 GIVING PLACE TO AFFECTION. LOVE HIM.
Yes: it is true that the disciples were instructed,
in a general way, to say, our Father, but it is
likely that this did not reach to that afterwork of
the divine Spirit, which, as He came upon them and
abode in them, would turn the our into MY Father;
the strength and clearness of which relationship
might increase with their growth in Him.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
441.
GIVING PLACE TO AFFECTION. LOVE HIM.
24. 1. 88.
The sum of what was upon the heart for you is,
"Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are
the issues of life."
Of late, there have been such manifestations of
weakness in well-meaning and earnest correspon
dents, through giving place to affection, and, in
some instances, slipping into the passion of love,
that the mind has been turned towards you, with
the hope and desire that you may be of the few
upon the earth who love Him with strength, purity,
and constancy, unalloyed with these feelings. Aim
at this with all your heart and soul, and, sooner or
later, His perfect love will take possession of your
heart.
W.B.S.
ENTIRELY HIS. 397
442.
"THE LORD'S REQUIRINGS." A REASONABLE
SERVICE.
26. 1. 88.
Be careful, in future, not so hastily to give the
name of "the Lord's requirings
"
to persuasions
that may take possession of your mind. Haste is
not of the Lord, as the rule. He is absolutely good
and reasonable, and delights in a reasonable service.
He may permit a thing, and, in some sort, befriend
those who are doing it, when, at the same time, He
was far from "requiring" it.
W.B.S.
443-
ENTIRELY HIS.
1. 2. 88.
Be patient with yourself and with all others. You
are a born fighter : nevertheless, are not called to
fight, but to love.
When you are entirely His, you will find that
things will become easier and more simple. You
are a woman now : you will be an infant then.
When really a little child in your heart, you will
not stumble, but love�always love�live and breathe
only to love. Amen.
W.B.S.
398 THE ACME OF ALL THAT IS GOOD IN RELIGION.
444.
YOUNG QUAKERS.
26. 2. 88.
* * * Those young Quakers have been
warned long ago, and told that playing at ancient
Quakerism would prove an unprofitable game. It is
likely that these warnings will be remembered, when
they look in vain for a satisfying flow of solace
from a divine source.
The acme of all that is good in religion is to love
the Lord God with all the heart, and mind, and soul,
and strength. This has not been the object on which
they have constantly kept a single eye: so their path
has not been, and, without a change, will not be, as
that of the just, which shineth brighter and brighter.
W.B.S.
445-
THE ACME OF ALL THAT IS GOOD IN
RELIGION.
27. 2. 88.
Dear ,
The acme of all that is good in religion is to love
the Lord God with all the heart, and mind, and soul,
and strength.
If you feel a desire in your heart of hearts to do
this, and keep a single eye towards the leadings of
grace, nothing can keep you from it.
BRIGHTER AND BRIGHTER. 399
Aim at this with childlike simplicity of heart, day
and night, and all the year round, irrespective of
troubles, or crosses, or slips, or deaths. In so
doing, leave to Him the state of your heart: when
He sees that you are really disgusted with it, He
will give you a new one, and a right spirit.
Amen.
W.B.S.
446.
BRIGHTER AND BRIGHTER.
27. 3. 88.
Dear ,
The rule is simple and clear. The path of the
just shineth brighter and brighter. When there is
singleness of heart towards God, and faithfulness to
the pointings of grace, this is invariably realized.
Not as a thing to be tabulated daily or weekly, but
to be felt from time to time by the kindly persuasion
of the divine Spirit in the heart, and corroborated
by an inward sense that the Beloved grows stronger
and stronger, and that the rejected becomes weaker
and weaker.
W.B.S.
400 EVERYTHING EASY TO LOVE.
447-
THINGS BEYOND LANGUAGE.
5. 4. 88.
Dear ,
As you keep sinking down into His infinite Love,
and become one with Him in it, you will be shown
many things, which language cannot describe.
There is that in Him of Holiness, Peace, and
Love, which is sufficient, yea, more than sufficient,
for the infinite longings of your heart and mind.
May you be lost in Him.
W.B.S.
448.
EVERYTHING EASY TO LOVE.
28. 4. 88.
It is as you say: everything is easy to love.
There is place for thankfulness when it is as the
path of the just, which shineth brighter and brighter.
That which He begins or ordains, invariably tends
to this consummation. Blessed be His great name.
Don't meddle, dear soul.
W.B.S.
40i
449-
"PHILANTHROPIC" WORK. ITS FRUIT.
29. 4. 88.
That Barnardo's work ["philanthropic," among
poor children] proceeds, as you say, from a carnal
root, is a fearful truth. The seed which this root
produces is being sown throughout the Christian
world, and, in the natural order of things, increasing
geometrically, will bring forth fruit, directly or in
directly, in millions of souls. What then will follow,
when the sum total of these antichristian mixtures
shall be made up�when man's work shall be tried
as by fire, and the mystery of iniquity exposed to
the light of eternal day? False religion, in the
main, is a miserable thing, leading its possessor,
when in earnest, to tug, as a galley-slave, at some
supposed meritorious work, or to ride, with the per
tinacity of the insane, some philanthropic or semi-
political hobby�the creature meanwhile struggling
on without heavenly comfort, or growth in divine
grace.
These things being duly weighed, and followed to
their consequences, was it not moderately put, when
it was said�" It will be found, in the long run,
to increase, rather than lessen, the aggregate of
misery
" ?
Farewell.
W.B.S.
AA
402
450.
DIFFICULTIES LESSEN WITH GROWING
LOVE.
23. 5. 88.
j
Sink down continually into a quiet state of soul
before the blessed God, that you may grow in the
root, and attain to a more perfect and constant love
of Him. As you do this, your difficulties will lessen
more and more, and the temptations of the enemy
will lose their prevailing power.
Your weakness lies in your vivacity of mind, of
which the enemy takes advantage.
There is only one cure of this : that is, a love of
the blessed God, that grows stronger and stronger,
and sinks deeper and deeper into the very centre
of your heart and spirit. Let your eye be single
towards this to the very end of your mortal life.
Don't trouble yourself about the word "perfec
tion " : this is only a relative term ; the thing itself
is capable of increase to eternity.
Amen.
W.B.S.
TO LIVE FOR GOD ALONE, ETC. 403
45i-
"GOOD BOOKS."
24. 5- 88.
* * * The real substance does not lie in
"good books;" yet they are pleasant, now and
then, when near the mark, in talking or writing
about it.
Men and women are truly good and immovable,
only as they, by partaking of the divine nature,
become one spirit with the blessed God. The eye
and heart must be kept singly to this, to the end of
this mortal life.
W.B.S.
452.
TO LIVE FOR GOD ALONE.
"PHILANTHROPY" & FALSE CHRISTIANITY.
25. 5. 88.
, if you are not careful, you will drift more
and more in a wrong direction for spiritual health
and liberty from the power of the world, the flesh,
and the devil. Those who would receive the divine
power and love into themselves, as a satisfying
portion, must live for that alone, and become as
little children in their hearts, not meddling with a
wide course of philanthropy and rational religion.
To put it in a few words, they must think and feel
aa 2
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towards the blessed God, as though He alone were
to be thought of and cared for in the universe,
seeking Him and His will, as men seek hidden
treasure.
It is not a question what man can originate, or
how much "good" he can do, but, in the first
place, one of a new nature�a being so changed by
the incomings of divine life and nature as to become
one spirit with Him. Till this is the case, when
fine points of duty, or divine matters of practice,
come across your path* you will, substantially, and
in the presence of the most Blessed and His holy
angels, be calling black white, and white no colour,
all through your mortal life.
Remember the words of the Beloved, If the light
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that dark
ness. None but the truly spiritual can discern for
themselves spiritual states and things, though some
may learn about these matters from others.
Be sure that those who are truly spiritual�that is
spiritual by being indwelt and moved by the blessed
Spirit of God�never, in cool blood, do evil that good
may come.
They could not take children out of the gutter
and teach them military drill, with drum, fife, and
tambour. Call this religion or anything else : but
be sure that it is natural, not spiritual, not divine.
Mixtures of this kind constitute the mystery of ini
quity, lead away from godliness, and bring wars
and misery upon the earth. They are really from
the same root as Popery.
CLAIMS TO COMMUNION, ETC. 405
The "Salvation Army" and Barnardo's people are
in one nature, as the rule : one party may be more
refined and "proper" in their conduct than the
other on the surface, but the difference is not
radical.
They are both, with the Pope, and other natural
religionists, bringing into the world that which they
call Christian, though contrary to the Spirit of the
Beloved.
This, however, does not justify speaking of them
in a bitter and censorious spirit, which cannot work
the righteousness of God.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
453-
CLAIMS TO COMMUNION WITH THREE
DISTINCT "PERSONS."
31. 5- 88.
One cannot but observe the general tendency of
earnest men and women to follow those who make
high professions in religious experience. Anything
that is out of the common way is almost sure to
repeat itself. The evidence for this is equally strong
amongst the Protestants and Papists. All of which
inclines to the belief that men and women, in their
lapsed condition, are very much like sheep following
the bell-wether whithersoever he goeth.
406 CLAIMS TO COMMUNION, ETC.
John Wesley, on the question in yours, was only
a middle man � an unsatisfactory position for a re
ligious teacher. He says, "Mr. Ghas. Perronet was
the first, person I Was acquainted with, who Was
favoured with the same experience as the Marquis
De Renty with regard to the eVer-blessed Trinity."
This Mr. Charles was possibly a son or brother of
Vincent Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham, and, doubtless,
acquainted with St. Jure's Life of De Renty.
John Wesley, in one of his early letters to Darcy
Maxwell, says, "I Want you to be all a Christianj
such a Christian as the Marquis De Renty was;"
Her biographer adds, "Following the wish of her
spiritual guide, she attained, in this instance, to a re
semblance." This resemblance refers to De Renty 's
communion with three distinct divine "persons-"
Another thing on this subject has been for years
impressed upon the mind. After these manifesta
tions are said to have taken place, there is, con
tinually, the same recurrence of weaknesses and
unsatisfactory experiences.
The whole seems to drive to the position which
you assume, that when evidence of sterling piety is
forthcoming in favour of the exercised subject, these
high claims are neither to be disbelieved nor be
lieved, except upon personal satisfactory evidence ;
which, of course, would require to be of a super
natural character, or something equal to a divine
persuasion of the mind.
W.B.S.
THE WAY TO SPIRITUAL STRENGTH, ETC. 407
454-
HUMAN SYMPATHY.
15. 7. 88.
Beware of human sympathy : it is one of the most
subtle enemies that you have to deal with. You
have great natural influence over ; but this,
in your case, can live only at the expense of an
interchange, in which, more or less, he will have
the same soulish power over you. However re
ligious this may appear, it wars against the soul.
You cannot work for God acceptably till He is all
in all in you. With your temperament and growth
in Christ, to enter deeply into soul-matters with men
will bring loss and confusion.
W.B.S.
455-
THE WAY TO SPIRITUAL STRENGTH,
RICHES, AND PATIENCE.
23. 7. 88.
Yes : it is as you say. The secret does lie there
� "with all the heart and soul." There is also
another secret at the back of this, which you may
not lose sight of�it is the divine Spirit, the free gift
of the Father in Christ, that brings this forth in the
very inmost of the spirit and soul.
4�8 PEACE. ENDURANCE. SONSHIP,
When weakness is revealed, by trials or inward
tribulations, it is that application may be made, with
childlike simplicity and humility of heart, for more
grace�more of the Spirit.
Men are made spiritually strong, rich, and patient,
only as they are changed from glory to glory by
more and more of the heavenly Spirit.
The end designed by the Infinite One is, that we
should partake of the divine nature�should become
one spirit with Him, in Him.
Amen.
W.B.S.
456.
PEACE. ENDURANCE. SONSHIP.
25. 7. 88.
Yes: "it is a great thing to be at peace." It is
something more to stand firm under all inward tri
bulations and outward trials ; that having proved
faithful in love, there may be a proclamation in
heaven and on earth as to sonship, and being the
beloved of the Father.
W.B.S.
THE SALVATION ARMY. 409
457-
THE PROSPECT AND THE LIVING
SUBSTANCE.
3. 8. 88.
Dear Soul,
The "all of God" comes in with deep humility of
heart and a hunger and thirst in the spirit for it.
Hand in hand with this, there will be also patience
under trial and inward tribulation.
To look at the thing in prospect may please for a
time, but the living substance is the only true good.
To contemplate "forsaking all but Thee" is well:
this preparatory work done, is another matter.
Be of good courage.
The work of the "Salvation Army" is mostly of
the flesh. There may be, here and there, those who
have had a work of the Spirit on their hearts, but a
continuance in the Army invariably changes them
into Ranters�self-willed Ranters.
Little notice is to be taken of what they say in
the "War Cry": it is conducted by those who are
W.B.S.
THE "SALVATION ARMY,
9. 8. 88.
410 FIRST-BIRTH RELIGIOUS ZEAL.
determined to write the Army up. True words may
be put forward in a fleshly spirit. The sweet Spirit
of Christ does not accompany tambourines, horn-
blowing, and drums : it is Satan, as an angel of
light, that blows false religion up by these means.
W.B.S.
459-
FIRST-BIRTH RELIGIOUS ZEAL.
23. 8. 88.
******
When a novice in grace, or a first-birth Quakerly
religious man, slips imperceptibly into the habit of
calling the Ever-blessed his Father, it is fearful how
much is often taken for granted, and the desperate
steps that he will take, while agitated by that spirit
which is for baptizing, on the shortest notice, the
sleepy ones, pretenders, or back-sliders, with fire
from heaven.
They who have had the most need of the Divine
Patience are not always the most ready to deal
patiently with others.
It is humility of heart alone that averts the divine
judgments.
W.B.S.
NOT A HARD MASTER. 411
46O.
"THE VERY, VERY, VERY FEW."
28. 8. 88.
Your few lines were pleasant, as, the last day or
two, there has been a drawing towards sending a
few words of encouragement in the direction indi
cated in yours. That which partly inclined the mind
to this was a sense, from late experiences, of the
scarcity of those who truly love Him above all.
There be many "sincere Christians," but hardly
one of ten thousand of these has any pretensions
of being altogether His.
In this extremity, you were thought of as one
amongst the very, very, very few. Ah, dear
as He gives power and liberty, sink down, or coura
geously plunge, into the very centre of His heart�
make Him more than your all.
Amen.
W.B.S.
461.
NOT A HARD MASTER.
26. 9. 88.
Mary,
All things work together for good to them that
love the blessed God. Don't serve Him as though
He were a hard Master. He is not. It is only
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when His children are careless, or do wilfully
wrong, that He visits with stripes: then, His anger
is not for long. Walk before Him as a little child,
with few words, in humility of heart, and all will
be well.
W.B.S.
462.
TEMPTATIONS AFTER LIFTINGS UP.
11. 10. 88.
* * * After these liftings up, don't be
astonished above measure if you are assailed with
heavier trials or temptations than you remember to
have felt before. These tribulations are to fit you
to walk nearer and nearer with and in Him who is
infinite in loveliness, holiness, wisdom, and power.
Sink under everything for the love of Him, and,
in due time, He will make all bright and sweet
within.
Amen.
W.B.S.
413
463-
LIFE-GIVING POWER. ENLARGEMENT IN
DIVINE LOVE.
17. 10. 88.
About two or three hours before yours of the 16th
dropped in, there was a visitation in your favour,
which brought a wave of peace, and also an inclina
tion to send a hint about greater heart-love of Him.
It is a good thing to see and feel the beauty and
excellency of this; and it is well also to remember
that He retains the right and power to give the
substance. At all stages of spiritual progress or
growth, it is He alone that can impart the life-
giving power necessary to the purity of spirit, and
nearness of heart to heart, that precede, or accom
pany, a lasting enlargement in Divine Love. This
shows how entirely the creature is dependent upon
His grace and favour for every good thing. The
preparation of the heart is indeed from Him. With
out this preparation, blessings could neither be
rightly given, nor rightly received.
Here it is that your sense of humility will serve
for safety and progress. Meekness and humility of
heart go before the possession of more and more of
Himself. More and more of Himself is the acme of
all good in the present life, and the highest glory
of that which is to come.
All glory be to Him.
W.B.S.
414 "MURRAY ON THE SPIRIT."
464.
FEW THERE BE.
27. 11. 88.
* # # How few there be that love Him
with all their heart and soul and strength ; or whose
eye is single to that point.
What a man aims at with all his heart and mind
will not be kept from him for ever.
W.B.S.
465.
"MURRAY ON THE SPIRIT."
3- 1. 89.
The day before yesterday a book dropt in from
, "Murray on the Spirit," by Nisbet. It was
returned to with these few words : If read
in the divine will, it will do no harm : if in self-will,
it will do no good.
Murray has looked with earnestness into the sub
ject, and deals with it freely. Being somewhat
able, he brings in theories, here and there, of a
metaphysical character, which are not based in true
knowledge : indeed, the book, as a whole, is beyond
his own experience.
It is comparatively easy for an able Engineer,
with plans and specifications before him, to speak
FAITHFULNESS IN SMALL MATTERS. 415
learnedly on cutting a canal : but to bring ships
through the Isthmus, from the Caribbean Sea to the
Pacific Ocean, is another matter.
W.B.S.
466.
FAITHFULNESS IN SMALL MATTERS.
4. 1. 89.
Dear ,
When the troubles come, there will be grace
given to meet them, if, in the meantime, there is
faithfulness in smaller matters.
Nearness to the blessed God comes with the death
of the old man. It is by a constant rejection of all
self-complacent ideas, and unworthy fears, as they
are presented to the mind by nature or wicked
spirits, that the power for evil of the first birth
passes away. This is, more or less, the every-day
employment of a true lover. By this, growth in
God, from childhood to manhood, from weakness to
strength, from movable to immovable, is known.
If you look well, by grace, to these under-currents,
when what are called greater troubles come, there
will be strength given for the day.
Amen.
W.B.S.
41 6 BITTER THINGS. THE WRONG DOINGS, ETC
467.
"THY WILL," SWEET OR BITTER.
9. 1. 89.
Yes : it is good to say, not my will, but Thine,
be done. Just in proportion as this is the constant
outflow of the heart, under all circumstances, sweet
or bitter, there is oneness with the most Blessed.
To be one with Him is to be infinitely blessed. You
will therefore join hands in welcoming the bitter as
freely as the sweet.
Amen.
W.B.S.
468.
BITTER THINGS. THE WRONG-DOINGS OF
CHILDREN.
10. 1. 89.
Yes: it is so: the most "bitter" things are the
most profitable, where there is a true and constant
travail after the most blessed God, and also for a
closer union with Him in stability and love.
The wrong-doings of children are often permitted
because of the half-hearted, careless, or misdirected,
walk of the parents : on the other hand, when these
are living near and inward, the self-will of the
children is dealt with by the power above, or made
a blessing to the parents in a way of spiritual
growth. W.B.S.
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469.
TRIBULATION.
11. 1. 89.
Tribulation brings the soul nearer to the blessed
God.
W.B.S.
470.
SUBMISSION.
12. 1. 89.
Yes : that is the way to deal with these matters.
Absolute submission in all things to Him, and the
death of own will, bring all good things for time and
eternity.
W.B.S.
471.
TO MAKE THE TREE GOOD REQUIRES
DIVINE POWER.
12. 1. 89.
******
Clever people do naturally, and without thinking
about it, desire to set all that they meet with right :
but will have taught you, by this time, that
dogmatic teaching is of little avail. The tree must be
made good that there may be good fruit.
BB
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It requires the same excellent power that created
man to bring him back again to divine purity and love.
In love,
W.B.S.
472.
BUSINESS RIPPLES TO PREVENT SLEEPINESS.
17. 1. 89.
These business ripples are good, as they prevent
sleepiness, and gently drive to the only Paradise upon
earth�absolute submission to the divine will in all
things, and the death of own will. The divine life
and love that make this easy are the very essence of
Heaven.
Be of good courage.
His most holy will be done.
W.B.S.
473-
ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION THE PORTAL TO
PARADISE.
19. 1. 89.
On reading yours, a desire arose in the heart that
you might have peace. It still lives. Under the divine
blessing, fresh air and exercise will lift you up again.
These things happen to show the real quality of ab
solute submission. This is the portal to the only
Paradise on earth.
May you have Peace.
W.B.S.
HIS FAVOUR AND LOVE. 419
474"
THE BEST FRIEND.
27. 1. 89.
Dear ,
As much as in you lies, keep the Ever-blessed well
to the fore. He is infinitely the best Friend and truest
Lover in the universe.
Tribulation is to draw or drive elect souls nearer to
Himself.
W.B.S.
475-
HIS FAVOUR AND LOVE.
29. 1. 89.
You acted wisely respecting the preachers: these
young sparks are ready to work anything into their
sermons.
How clearly you see that of "tribulation
" Be of
good courage ; there is no other way : but an increase
of His favour and love, graven by His finger on the
most inward part, pays for all a hundredfold ten times
told.
Everlasting praises.
In love,
W.B.S.
BB 2
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476.
A CALL TO LOVE.
7. 2. 89.
A pleasantness came with your last, irrespective of
its contents. How sweet elect souls may be made,
one to the other, when there is entire oneness of heart
and will towards the Ever-blessed�when He is well to
the fore of all beside in the universe. Keep clear
of all entanglements, dear : they are sure to
bring pain and loss, though they may not take your
heart entirely from Him. You know not but that
He calls you to a love not known, at this day, by any
upon the earth. This being so, what a fatal mistake
to allow anything to cause you to miss the mark.
Why should any one love Him more divinely than you
do?
Farewell.
W.B.S.
477-
THE RESTING-PLACE.
12. 2. 89.
The centre of His heart is your only resting-place.
A sweet resting-place it is. No own will there.
W.B.S.
THE HEART ENTIRELY HIS.�A FREE GIFT. 42 1
478.
THOSE WHOM NOTHING HARMS.
23. 2. 89.
If you live near and inward, walking humbly, all
things will work for your good. It is the divine nature
imparted that feeds the new creature. "Books"
are things by the way ; and, whether mixed or sound,
must be read subject to the divine will, or they will not
profit.
Nothing harms those who are following, with all the
heart, the true good ; that is, the Ever-blessed God.
W.B.S.
479.
THE HEART ENTIRELY HIS. A FREE GIFT.
9. 3. 89.
Yes: you are right. To be "all devoted" is the
principal thing. Till the heart is entirely His, and
chooses Him and His will, spontaneously, before any
thing on earth or in heaven, there is no continuous
resting-place for the spirit.
In the very nature of things it cannot be otherwise.
The only TRUE good must have a true and entire love,
in which alone there is a solid basis for eternal Rest
and Peace.
Be of good courage : it is a free gift, as to the effi
cient cause. Only believe, and the glory, sooner or
later, is sure to appear.
Amen.
W.B.S.
422 THE RESTING-PLACE, ETC.
480.
THE HIGHEST WISDOM.
11. 3. 89.
To become a little child is the highest wisdom:
indeed, as the soul and spirit become one with Him,
simplicity and childlike sincerity penetrate to the very
inmost of the heart.
W.B.S.
48l.
THE RESTING-PLACE. MEDDLING WITH
OTHER THINGS.
13. 3. 89.
As you grow in childlike love, the trouble respecting
"motions" will cease. The sovereign remedy is,
to pay no attention to the doubtful ones, and to keep
loving more and more.
When the eye is single, the whole body will be full
of light. Your resting-place is near the centre of His
heart. No wonder that you suffer when meddling with
other things.
He calls you specially to love much, though soberly
and constantly.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
"FAITH," NOT "FAITHFULNESS," ETC.
482.
TO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
25. 3. 89.
His ceaseless, unexhausted love,
Unmerited and free,
Delights your evil to remove,
And help your misery.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled. This is absolutely true.
As the fulness comes in, what is wrong will pass
away. What would you more ? He cannot lie.
Be patient in tribulation, and faithful to the pointings
of grace ; and all will be well.
Amen.
W.B.S.
"FAITH," NOT "FAITHFULNESS." A WRONG
TRANSLATION.
13. 5. 89.
# * * The revision which you speak of
[the substitution of "faithfulness" for "faith" in
Gal. v. 22] is doubtless, as you intimate, wrong. The
revisers ought to have left Faith* alone, in its primitive
[* Nowhere in the Authorised Version, and only in one other place in
the Revised, is this common word for " faith
" translated " faithfulness " ;
although it occurs 236 times.�Ed.]
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signification, to keep company with Love, Joy and
Peace. Faithfulness, as generally used and under
stood, is of indefinite meaning, because, in the very
nature of things, a man may be faithful to his measure
of light, and at the same time be comparatively empty
of that faith, which is a fruit of the blessed Spirit.
Stephen was " full of faith and of the Holy Ghost."
The revisers not being of this character, naturally
favour in their expositions the human part, which
necessarily enters into the composition of the sub
stance indicated by these primitive terms. Had they
been spiritual men, the divine bias of their minds
would have led them to translate with an eye more
directly towards that element in the terms which is
from above.
The blind lead the blind.
May the Ever-blessed be with you.
* * * There are neither sides nor bottom
to the entire love of Him.
W.B.S.
ENTIRE LOVE.
28. 5. 89.
W.B.S.
425
MAN HOW BROUGHT OUT OF HIS RELIGION
TO GOD.
29. 6. 89.
Don't make a trouble of not coming here. The sub
stance of what W.B.S. knows on the subject of your
enquiry may be given in a sentence or two, more
profitably, perhaps, than in any other way.
Root principles are mostly diluted by many words.
The man that seeks the Ever-blessed with all his
heart, and submits to Him with all his soul, will find
Him a satisfying portion. He that is not thus whole
hearted towards Him, however religious, and whatever
his creed or zeal may be, will feel Him to be little
better than an abstract principle, clothed with biblical
or scientific attributes, that fill his mind with anxiety
and unbelief, during term of life.
Omnipotent and infinite Goodness alone can bring
anyone out of his religion and sin, into the possession
and enjoyment of Himself.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
426 STRAIT PLACES.
486.
THE DOOR TO THE INNER SANCTUARY
HIDDEN FROM THE PIOUS
PHILANTHROPIST.
11. 7. 89.
* * * Though you may not be called actively
to oppose this work, on the other hand, you will find a
gentle motion in the mind, which will warn you against
helping it forward.
This, in principle, will apply to and his doings
also. Men cannot become " perfect," where the Holy
One occupies the second place.
The love which opens the door to the inner sanctuary
is hidden from the active religionist and the pious
philanthropist. Few there be that go in at that door.
Those who are called to do so have the witness in
themselves.
The sense which you have of the nature of true
godliness will bring upon you the responsibility of
passing through strait places, now and then. Those
who aspire, with your spirit, to oneness with Him are
sure to meet with trials, either internal or external,
of no ordinary weight. True safety stands in a meek
and lowly heart, above and before anything else, after
Him.
STRAIT PLACES.
17. 7. 89.
W.B.S.
AN INFINITE LOVE.� " DEEP-DOWN LOVE." 427
488.
ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION.
24. 7. 89.
Sink down, by absolute submission, below every
form of trouble that may present itself to your mind.
As this is done faithfully, the LivingWater will rise.
W.B.S.
489.
AN INFINITE LOVE.
26. 7. 89.
Live near. Aspire after an infinite love. He is
infinitely blessed and worthy.
W.B.S.
490.
"DEEP-DOWN LOVE."
3. 8. 89.
It is so: these things will pass away, after they
have shown, in measure, the growth of the inner
man of the heart.
428 HUMILITY OF HEART.
There is one thing that remains, and, if rightly-
attended to, grows: that is, the Love of the Spirit.
This, after all, is the giver of wisdom, and the pre
server of the heart. The holy secrets of the divine
mind, with a gracious heart, accompany this true
Love�deep-down love, the love that submits to the
divine will, absolutely and readily, in all things.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
491.
HUMILITY OF HEART.
9. 8. 89.
* * * There has also been a sense that it
would be as you say, and that, with your highly
nervous temperament of mind, you would, at times,
be severely tried. The way, however, you know.
Absolute submission and entire humility of heart
sooner or later open the inner door, and give a taste
of that Infinite Love, a growth in which is beyond
all other good in Earth or Heaven.
Always aim at the very centre of His heart. It is
impossible to live too near, in subordination to the
blessed and heavenly Spirit.
W.B.S.
WHO OR WHAT CAN HARM?
492.
TROUBLES FAVOURABLE.
10. 8. 89.
That was written about His heart, because you are
one of the few, who are especially called to walk near
to Him� in Him. When the heart is right, all troubles,
trials, and temptations, are favourable to growth.
In love,
W.B.S.
493-
WHO OR WHAT CAN HARM?
15. 8. 89.
Keep living nearer and nearer to Him in love.
When this is the case, nothing comes amiss.
Who, or what, can harm a true lover of the All-
wise, Omnipotent, Ever-blessed, and Ever-present
God?
All good whatever is wrapped up in this. Anything
less leads to evil, blindness, and poverty.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
43� COMING DIRECTLY UNDER THE DIVINE SUN.
494.
ALL OF THE WORLD VANITY.
27. 8. 89.
At the time that yours dropt in, a few words were
on the heart for you. They were, Be careful, dear
: all that is of the world, wherever found,
is only vanity, and hinders the divine fulness from
entering into the heart.
W.B.S.
495-
COMING DIRECTLY UNDER THE DIVINE SUN.
27. 8. 89.
Neighbour,
The way that you spoke of the sun, the other even
ing, left an impression on the mind, that it had escaped
your memory that we are two or three millions of
miles nearer to him in winter than summer. So
it is not precisely the truth that warmth is regulated
by distance. It is the directness of the rays vertically
that gives intensity to the Warmth.
Also�respecting that other Sun that you spoke of�
we cannot, speaking exactly, get nearer to Him ; but
we may come more directly under His influence and
transforming power, if there be in the heart a real
hunger and thirst in that direction.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
THE SECRET OF WELL-DOING IN DIVINE THINGS.
496.
THE VAGABOND SPIRIT. " HOLIDAY TOURS."
3. 9. 89.
Perhaps it may help you and to let you know
that there is no unity here with that wandering spirit
which you have given way to. It is vanity and a lie
to seek rest of soul in anything but God alone. He
has been the resting-place of His people in all genera
tions. His peace is nearer to you at home than it will
be abroad, unless you are quite clear in your mind
that you are abroad to please Him.
" I would that ye were hot or cold," is a passage
which you might think upon with advantage. If you
were hot, the vagabond spirit would take its flight or
lose its power.
Amen.
W.B.S.
497.
THE SECRET OF WELL-DOING IN DIVINE
THINGS.
19. 9. 89.
******
The secret of well-doing in divine things is, that
each one live as near as possible to the divine centre,
by entire love and absolute submission to His will in
432 ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION, ETC.
all things. Then infinite wisdom, power, and love,
works upon every conceivable surrounding in such a
way as to favour the loving submissive child. Bitter
things, as well as sweet, are equally good : probably
the bitter are the better of the two.
Self may not take this dose continually without an
occasional inward shudder : but, for all that, it is the
right thing: it brings into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.
Ever-blessed be His holy name.
W.B.S.
498.
ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION THE CREATURE'S
RICHEST OFFERING.
3. 10. 89.
Mary,
The full orb of blessing is generally preceded by
trial and temptation. You have hold of the right
thing. Absolute submission in all things is the richest
offering that the creature can present to the infinitely
blessed One.
Children like sweet things. It requires mature age
to thank from the heart for bitter as well as sweet.
Amen.
W.B.S.
DIVINE, NOT COPYISTS. 433
499-
� SANCTA SOPHIA." THE LIVING SUBSTANCE.
25. 10. 89.
There is little in that book (" Sancta Sophia ") which
you have not already. It was compiled from the
writings of Augustine Baker some years after his
death by a monk of the same order, and is sadly
mixed up with will-worship and Popish practices.
You know that books, the best of them, are but
pictures. The living substance of which they speak
comes through a single eye towards the blessed God
and His love alone. If this single eye, without which
nothing truly great and good will lastingly rest in the
spirit, has at the back of it a contrite, patient, heart-
patient under tribulation, or any dispensation of the
divine will�the whole mind and soul will soon be full
of love and light.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
500.
DIVINE, NOT COPYISTS.
30. 10. 89.
True religion makes those who really possess it
divine at the root of their life, not copyists. It is
cc
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the spirit aback of the words that speaks to the opened
ear. From this ground, the tract which you have sent
is very unsatisfactory indeed.
How pitiable that you young Quakers don't see the
necessity of coming to purity, sweetness, and the true
rest , of souls, before you set yourselves up to teach
others.
W.B.S.
501.
FIRST-BIRTH RELIGION.
To the Same.
7. 11. 89.
You have hit the mark: "Copyists are [mere]
formalists." Here it is that you missed your way
at the beginning of your course. You passed, in the
strength of the first birth, into the highest form of
religion that you were acquainted with, and your time
since then has been wasted in desperate efforts to
sustain a corresponding character. The result is that
you are as truly a formalist as Papists and the
" Salvation Army," many of whom " write from their
experience," such as it is, and see the necessity of
holiness, &c. &c. ; but did not do so before running
unsent into extremes and fooleries contrary to the
mind of the Ever-blessed Spirit of the living God.
W.B.S.
CARES AND RICHES. 435
502.
HALF-HEARTEDNESS.
24. 11. 89.
* * * The last time that he was here, there
was a clear sense given that his trimming arose from
half-heartedness. Half-hearted souls are a burden to
the blessed God and also to man ; their suffrage being
a hindrance rather than otherwise to the progress
of Holiness and true Love.
W.B.S.
503-
CARES AND RICHES.
29. 11. 89.
Dear soul, be careful that the cares of this world, or
the deceitfulness of riches, do not lessen your con
stancy towards the ETERNAL SWEETNESS AND
BEAUTY.
W.B.S.
cc 2
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504-
BEARING ANOTHER'S BURDENS.
30. 1. 90.
You have done well in writing. It is right to bear
each other's burdens � to fulfil the law of love.
Another may be allowed to ask for you what you
might not safely ask for yourself. It is well to hold
the most heroic sentiments in perfect submission to
His will, so that His Wisdom, as well as His goodness,
may be our all in all.
It is probable that from this time you will find
relief. If you do, dear one, keep low, and near to
Him in the most childlike love.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
505-
A THANKFUL SPIRIT.
9. 3. 90.
Cultivate a thankful spirit continually towards the
blessed God. He gives liberally and freely. Ask
Him to take care of you, and to make a man of you,
spiritually, and all will be well.
W.B.S.
He hears your sighs, and counts your tears.
437
506.
TROUBLE OF MIND IN RELATION TO ENDLESS
BLESSEDNESS.
25- 3- 93-
* * * Trouble ofmind, in the divine hand,
is a solvent of self-will. When rightly borne, it
generates patience, and precedes the removal of that
in man which is contrary to the nature of the Ever-
blessed God.
When one looks at endless blessedness, it is not
much that some of the first lessons to be learned, and
difficulties to be overcome, in its attainment, should be
attended with tribulation and pain.
Man, religious man, is inclined to pass into enjoy
ment quickly�to take some long and rapid strides,
that he may speedily live happily and full of glory.
He, however, who has the disposal of infinite trea
sures, knows best what is for our ultimate good, and
also most suitable to the accomplishment of His own
good pleasure, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come. It becomes us therefore to walk
wisely, and, under all circumstances, whether pleasant
or painful, to will, with all our hearts, the will of the
Ever-blessed. In doing this, it is infallibly certain
that our path will grow brighter and brighter till it
reaches a perfect and eternal day. Amen.
W.B.S.
43&
507-
NOTE ON A BOOK ENTITLED "CHRISTIAN
PERFECTNESS," BY H. E. SAMPSON.
14. 4. 90.
Assuming to teach a faith which brings instantaneous
blessings to the child of God, the drift of this writer,
unconsciously to himself, favours that power which
aims at driving true faith from the face of the earth.
There is a faith which is of man: and there is a
faith which is of God.
The faith ofman moves at, and in, the will of man ;
which, in its exercise, is in the ascendant.
The faith which is of God moves in the will of God,
whose Spirit, in the true-born child of God, is the
leading agent ; and graciously, but really, carries the
will ofman with it to those spiritual efforts and results,
which harmonize with the good pleasure of the Father.
Active religious man delights in taking a few long
and rapid strides, that he may enter quickly into enjoy
ment and glory. The Father of spirits, however, has
ordained things differently. He leads into all that is
truly divine, at the time, and in the way, most suitable
to the necessities of His children, and also to the good
pleasure of His own will.
The scope of this book, from beginning to end, is
to bring man�religious man�to the fore, and to make
the Ever-blessed God serve under the evolutions of
the human will.
None but a novice in divine things could have put
such a collection of debatable propositions into print.
NEVER SAY ENOUGH. 439
They do not hide or help the one object of the Author,
which is, to assure the reader, * ' that the death of the
old man, and the perfect cleansing from all sin, are
issues dependent upon faith, and possible at any
moment."
As a general statement, nothing more false than
this could be put into words. It is seen by the spiritual
heart to strengthen and establish that which it pro
fesses to put to death : and embodies within itself the
very life of false religion�that is, the creature leading
the Creator, and fashioning itself according to the
dictates of religious self-will.
It seems as though the Prince of Darkness had
inspired the Author to throw a sop to the "Salvation
Army
" leaders, to quicken their speed in doing evil
that good may come.
W.B.S.
508.
NEVER SAY ENOUGH.
26. 4. 90.
Never say, enough. The path of the just shineth
brighter and brighter. Be you faithful in Love to
Him. He will take care of you and yours.
W.B.S.
440 THE SAME.
509.
HIDDEN CAPACITY FOR LOVE.
1. 5. 90.
You may say constantly�Oh that I loved Thee per
fectly. He alone knows what a divinely beautiful love
lies hid in your heart. He can and will open it out,
when you are fully prepared to receive it freely.
W.B.S.
510.
THE SAME.
5- 5- 90.
Yes; doubtless, it is so. " The heart is made for
this " [for the love of God] : and until each one
receives the fulness that corresponds to its capacity
and peculiar signature, there will be a sense of want
in the spirit�of unrest in the soul.
When naming the subject last, it was before the
mind that W.B.S. might, peradventure, equal or sur
pass in force, but respecting " divine beauty "
[letter No. 509] it seemed likely that the balance might
turn the other way.
When He is seen as He is, it is probable that there
will be an almost infinite diversity of character, as
regards strength and heavenly loveliness ; though a
most perfect harmony will certainly pervade the
whole.
W.B.S.
PATIENCE. 441
5"-
EVERYTHING TO PLEASE HIM.
10. 5. 90.
There are two ways of serving the blessed God.
To do nothing to grieve Him, which is well. To
do everything to please Him, which is better. The
grace to do this comes through death to own will
in everything.
W.B.S.
512.
PATIENCE.
14. 5. 90.
You did not catch exactly what was before the mind.
The question was not about , but simply about
the folly of being impatient, and, especially, impatient
respecting what is generally esteemed by earnest souls
to be vanity.
If everything, sin excepted, happens with the divine
permission, dust and ashes may well be patient� that
is, meek and lowly in heart.
W.B.S.
442 SWEET INCENSE.
513-
"FAITH-HEALING."
1. 6. 90.
* * * It is a great favour to be at peace with
the Ever-blessed God, and, in this day of spiritual
Antichrist, to have the spirit of sonship, as holy oil,
pervading the heart and soul, whatever betide.
" Faith-healing" is well, when from above ; but it
is injurious�not to say, pernicious�when grasped at
in self-will, or brought in before "Not my will, but
Thine, be done " has penetrated through the heart and
soul, and, by grace, meets with a genuine and abiding
response in the spirit.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
514-
SWEET INCENSE.
3. 6. 90.
Yes: "I live and breathe only to love Thee,"
arises, as sweet incense, continually, from hearts
that are entirely His.
W.B.S.
PLEASANT THINGS ENEMIES IN DISGUISE. 443
515-
PERFECT.
7. 6. 90.
Doubtless there is something truly good that an
swers to the word "perfect." It is said to cast out
fear, when joined to love. The greatest of all
doctors, also, recommends His followers to be per
fect, as their Father in heaven, which would indicate
that it ought not to be lightly dealt with by those
who love Him.
W.B.S.
5l6.
PLEASANT THINGS ENEMIES IN DISGUISE.
15. 6. 90.
You were brought before the mind early this
morning, with an intimation that there existed a re
lationship of spirit, which eternity would not dissolve.
In the face of this, it was felt right to say a few
words that might be of service and comfort.
All those things that are met with in this state of
being, and which are generally called pleasant, are
enemies in disguise, while those that are mostly
thought to be disagreeable are friends.
444 PLEASANT THINGS ENEMIES IN DISGUISE.
The former, imperceptibly, like the operation of
pleasant wine, lead the heart from the blessed God:
the latter, under the power of grace, draw it to
Him. So, dear soul, when you are utterly non
plussed with the doings and permittings of the
Eternal, remember that these very irreconcilable
problems, or unpleasant visitations, may be your
best friends, and allowed for special purposes:�
say, to bring to remembrance the difference between
the finite and dependent, and the Infinite and In
dependent; to render the creature dumb and humble
before His adorable Majesty ; to incline the heart
towards loving Him with the simplicity of a little
child; and also to generate in the spirit that adora
tion and submission which are befitting from the
creature to the Creator.
You will not so interpret these statements as to
cause unthankfulness for the necessaries and ' ' com
forts " of this life ; nor, on the other hand, to bring
on to yourself trouble by hastiness or imprudence ;
but so understand them, in the wisdom of God, that
He may not be robbed of the full orb of your heart's
trust and love, by the perpetual changes and fallacious
appearances of the things of sense and time.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
445
5i7-
A VICAR'S PROGRAMME. A DOUBTER'S
DOUBTS.
21. 6. 90.
The bill was sent to you, as there was nothing on
the mind here to send to the Vicar. He has a large
church, and a congregation of "well-to-do" people,
who have retired from business, and taken to the
Heath, as a healthy place of residence. It appears
that they are to be made comfortable by flowers,
and the children entertained by Toby and Co. How
fearful the position of a man who stands at the head
of this kind of thing, as a Minister of Christ.
If a clear head and happy pen worked in the
same direction as a broken and contrite heart, the
"Criminal Lawyer" ["A Doubter's Doubts about
Science and Religion, by a Criminal Lawyer"]
might stand second to very few as a "good
Christian." It is not so, however: the offerings
that are as sweet incense before the Eternal Throne
emanate from the centre of a humbled spirit; and
the wisdom that finds acceptance in heaven must
be more than rational, though that which is reason
able is pleasant to a truth-loving mind.
W.B.S.
446
5i8.
GOOD, ONLY AS HARMONIZING WITH GOD.
25. 6. 90.
What you have passed through is for the best.
The sweetness of grace is pleasant, but has a ten
dency to incline the heart towards itself. He who
is jealous knows that this is not good, and therefore
mingles his dealings with experiences that are bitter,
to drive the soul and spirit to that in Himself which
is more lasting and precious.
There is in Himself a fulness of Peace and Rest,
which is reached, in measure, by the creature as
an abiding portion, only when desires, though good
in themselves, are swallowed up, as it were, every
moment, by absolute submission to the divine will.
Speaking after the manner of men, we are good,
not in proportion to our enjoyment and happiness,
but as our inward being harmonizes, under all cir
cumstances, with His.
He alone can bring into this, and will do so,
where submission, humility, and Love are found.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
WHOLE-HEARTED LOVE. 447
5*9-
A DAY-STAR. DISCIPLINE.
26. 6. 90.
Yes, , what you describe is a true type of
genuine experience. It will be a day-star to you.
Absolute submission in all things meets with divine
favour.
You may have to pass through the same strait
place, when under temptation and trial, again and
again.
Without this discipline, there is a tendency to for
get that all true succour is in Him. May He be
blessed always and for ever.
W.B.S.
520.
WHOLE-HEARTED LOVE.
31. 7. 90.
The precious things of God's everlasting kingdom
are revealed to, or in, the simple ones. It is deep-
down, childlike, whole-hearted love that wins every
thing, and unites to Himself.
This love is a fruit of the Spirit, and His gift. It
is given to those who have a single eye, and hunger
and thirst after it continually with all their souls.
W.B.S.
448 GOD ALONE.
GOD ALONE.
6. 8. 90.
What has happened to you will turn out for the
best, if you cling with all your soul to the loving
spirit of a little child ; and never again believe with
your heart in "things to come." Satan can do no
real hurt to those who feel in their heart of hearts
that God alone is their only love and desire.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
522.
GOD ALONE.
7. 9. 90.
Dear soul, it must be God alone, God alone, God
alone, till your soul and spirit are swallowed up in
Him. Then, all losing warfare will cease.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
STRAIT IS THE GATE. 449
523-
TRIALS AND PEACE.
10. 9. 90.
Dear ,
* # * You have had some heavy trials of
late: they are all for the best, and, if rightly im
proved�that is, received with absolute submission�
will bring your will into a living harmony with His.
When this is accomplished perfectly, you will have
great inward peace.
W.B.S.
524-
STRAIT IS THE GATE.
15. 9. 90.
The enclosed will draw upon your gentleness and
patience.
Those who have "plenty" seem to die out of self
very slowly. Strait is the gate, and few there be
that find it.
The great blessedness of true sonship has been
brought home with increased power and clearness
of late. To love Him entirely is heaven begun
below.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
DD
45� ONE CURE�ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION.
525-
THE "SALVATION ARMY."
16. 9. 90.
Yes : it is as you say. There is little of that
which is from above to be felt in any of Booth's
doings. The enclosed will show that he is going
farther and farther from the narrow path, and, like
the old Napoleon, working, at a madman's speed, to
bring about, unknown to himself, a fearful collapse
and retribution.
The professing church is already worldly and
carnal beyond measure : his actions and projects
will, in the very nature of things, tend to make it
more so. As the blessed God appears in the heart
of man or communities, the earthly spirit, with its
taking action and popular projects, passes out. On
the other hand, as these spring into new life and
vigour, the blessing of the Eternal, which is infinitely
precious, vanishes away.
W.B.S.
526.
ONE CURE�ABSOLUTE SUBMISSION.
19. 9. 90.
There is one cure, and only one: that is, absolute
submission to the visitations of God, whether they
be painful or pleasant. Until this is the case, there
A PEACE FROM RATIONAL RELIGIOUS, ETC. 451
will be war in your territory. In the very nature
of things, it cannot be otherwise.
The visitations of light and comfort, which you
have now and then, are to cheer you on to victory
�to perfect Love.
W.B.S.
5V-
A PEACE FROM RATIONAL RELIGIOUS
DEDUCTIONS.
15. 10. 90.
Yes: it is as you say respecting "peace": never
theless, there is a true and a false peace ; or, other
wise, one that is spiritual and divine, principally,
and one that is mainly religiously rational. The
divine element in the religiously rational one may
be very small; so much so as hardly to redeem it
from being truly called false.
The one is true, as it proceeds immediately from
that which is divine. The other is false, as it. is
generated in the mind by rational religious deduc
tions only. This does not change from glory into
glory, but rather contrariwise. That does so, and,
by a secret action of the divine Spirit, transforms
the human spirit into oneness with the Ever-blessed.
The light and heat of the sun's rays reach the
sensations of ploughmen and cab-drivers ; but there
is a hidden power in his beams, unknown to these
dd 2
452 HE NOT A MAKE-WEIGHT.
and their betters, which operates only on subjects
or objects prepared to receive it.
The active rational religionist is seldom the re
cipient of special divine good: it is the passive pre
pared spirit that becomes, by the faith and love
which are of the divine Spirit, one with the Ever-
blessed God.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
528.
HE NOT A MAKE-WEIGHT.
15. 10. 90.
, when you will to love the blessed God
with all your heart, soul, and strength, and give
over, as far as in you lies, loving other things, the
power will be given. He will not be made a make
weight either by W.B.S., , or all the created
beings in the whole universe brought together.
Humbly thank Him that it is so, and turn over a
new leaf.
W.B.S.
HIGH-FLYING TEMPTATIONS. 453
529.
"LITTLE THINGS."
15. 11. 90.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will
direct thy path. This holds good in everything�
especially in what are called little things. There
is no big and little with Him.
He must have the entire heart�the perfect love�
or His bride will not find the path which grows
brighter and brighter. There is such a path : ever-
blessed be His Adorable Name.
W.B.S.
530.
HIGH-FLYING TEMPTATIONS.
22. 11. 90.
High-flying temptations are permitted, to provoke
the true-born child to breathe after that humility of
heart, and child-like simplicity of spirit, which are
of great price with the Father.
Be of good cheer, dear soul: all things work for
good to them that love Him.
W.B.S.
454 REASON TOO LIGHT A PLUMMET.
53L
NEARER IN LOVE. SOCIETIES.
27. 11. 90.
When you get nearer to Him in Love, He will
lead you into a right way in the disposal of money.
You do right in not supporting "societies." What
you have to give, give yourself, as He opens the
way.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will
direct thy path.
W.B.S.
532-
REASON TOO LIGHT A PLUMMET.
28. 11. 90.
You know that those who get near in Love to
the Ever-blessed God have an interior sense given,
that "Reason" is a plummet far too light to fathom
the depths of His judgments.
What by reason seems to be one day proved,
may, the next, be disproved by an increase of the
same power.
Peace be with you.
W.B.S.
CARNAL HANDLING OF DIVINE TRUTH. 455
533-
ARGUING FOR THE NATURAL IN RELIGION.
29. 11. 90.
Answer this question to yourself�The natural has
taken, and is, more and more, taking, the place of
the supernatural in religion. Are the true children
of the Father to bear witness against the instru
ments of this mystery of iniquity, or to help it for
ward by plausible arguments in their favour?
W.B.S.
534-
CARNAL HANDLING OF DIVINE TRUTH.
29. 11. 90.
The book is very unsatisfactory. There is nothing
in it, by the writer, that is truly gracious. He does
not know himself: much less does he know the
Ever-blessed God. He has not passed from death
to life, nor has he been grafted on the true vine.
When he calls the Ever-blessed, Father, it is by a
lying spirit, not from the Spirit of truth�of adoption
�dwelling in his heart.
You have taken a right view of his work, and
where it leads to ; that is, away from the Source of
all good: and, you might have added, towards
Socinianism and infidelity.
45^ THE SABBATH DAY.
There is a secret blast that goes out against those
who give the lie direct to the plain teaching of Jesus
Christ. Sophistry and special pleading respecting
the popular abuse of Christ's doctrine concerning
Heaven and Hell, will not prevent this ; nor do they
hide the writer's blindness of heart from that of
God in those who are truly born from above�born
of God.
On reading the sentence on page 325, beginning
with "The vital question," &c, even a thoughtful
natural man might see that so shallow a mind ought
not to have meddled with so weighty a matter: but
so it is ; foolish, light-headed, talkative men swell
and swagger on subjects which cause the wise of
heart to pause with reverence and fear.
W.B.S.
535-
THE SABBATH DAY.
19. 12. 90.
The verses hide nothing. If ever the writer
should be favoured to see the Sabbath day, the re
membrance of performances of this kind will bring
shame and confusion of face.
Poor Jane Lead was a dipsomaniac of this
character; but that which is of God discovered her
nakedness many years ago.
W.B.S.
"THE QUAKERS," BY F. STORRS TURNER. 457
536.
SEASONS OF SINFULNESS.
22. 12. 90.
There is nothing to add to, or take from, the few
lines of the 1 9th respecting the Sabbath day ; unless
it be that they who have entered that rest have not
"seasons of sinfulness"
W.B.S.
537-
"THE QUAKERS," BY F. STORRS TURNER.
1890.
[Note on fly-leaf on a comment "O sancta simpli-
citas," &c, by F.S.T., in his book, "The Quakers,"
on a relation by George Fox of a divine enlighten
ment granted to him. J
" O sancta simplicitas." Not necessarily so simple
as this patronizing smile would indicate. The pro
position may be taken as the man's or rational part :
the heavenly light and power attendant can alone
represent the supernatural�the divine. That which
constitutes a revelation cannot be put into words.
Propositions reach the understanding only : divine
revelation reaches the heart and spirit. These are
susceptible of heavenly illuminations, with infinite
458 "IN DARKEST ENGLAND."
satisfactions and sweetnesses, of which the under
standing can take no measure, nor give any rational
description or account.
There is no evidence in the book that F. S. T. is
a truly spiritual man�that he has passed from death
to life. That he is a talented rational man few will
deny, but this alone is a poor qualification for writing
on the divine verities of true godliness. The drift
of "The Quakers" is the same as Wm. Tallack's
" G. Fox," and R. Barclay's " Inner Life of the
Sects of the Commonwealth " : that is, to bring the
spiritual status of G. Fox within the compass of
their own religious impressions and limited experi
ence ; also to justify the natural Christian activity of
this present age.
WRITTEN ON THE FLY-LEAF OF A COPY OF
"IN DARKEST ENGLAND":
The magnitude of the projects in this book does
not hide the carnality of its spirit from that, in the
faithful, which is of God.
Spiritual religion, though often spoken of, is evi
dently little understood and less known by the
writers, and far from being helped forward in the
W.B.S.
LENT BY A FRIEND.
1890.
AUGUSTIN'S AND CALVIN'S VIEWS. 459
world by their schemes, will be retarded and its
beauty and glory disfigured and darkened.
The system may be upheld for a time by puffing,
and unscrupulous assertions respecting the number
and quality of its officers and results, but is sure,
notwithstanding, to collapse sooner or later.
The Spirit of Christ is the Life of the house
hold of GOD: that which is contrary to it, how
ever religious and philanthropic it may appear to
the carnal eye, is really against the mind and heart
of the Ever-blessed God, and is doomed to be swept
from the face of the earth.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
539-
AUGUSTIN'S AND CALVIN'S VIEWS.
n. 1. 91.
* * * The metaphysical and philosophical
views of Augustin and Calvin may be held inno
cently by minds naturally inclined to abstruse sub
jects, if kept at arm's length: but when received
into the heart, and rested upon there, they are, as
the rule, invariably injurious in their effects ; leading
to overweening assumptions of favour and other
errors, which keep the soul in muddy and shallow
waters all the days of this mortal life.
460 THE ABYSS OF LOVE.
One of the mistakes is to misconstrue any little
inshining of divine favour, by over-estimating its
value, or giving its purpose a wrong interpretation.
Thence flows conduct set forth by the actings of
chicks, which, within a few days of getting clear of
their shells, put themselves into a fighting attitude,
and disturb their fellows, till some senior member
of the family gives the offender a peck, that brings
present humility and peace.
All is well here, though the thermometer stands
at freezing point in the rooms without a fire.
How admirably pliant is the constitution of man.
How infinitely wise and lovable is He who gave it.
How worthy of the most perfect Love.
Ever-blessed be His holy name.
W.B.S.
540.
THE ABYSS OF LOVE.
20. 1. 91.
******
The truth is, dear , the secret of all secrets
in the divine life, is, by the Spirit, to cultivate in
the innermost of the heart of hearts, an entire and
perfect love of Him. The depths and sweetness of
this most holy abyss are simply infinite. May you
be lost in it.
W.B.S.
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE HALF-HEARTED, ETC. 46 1
54i-
EARLY METHODISTS. THOSE ESTEEMED
UNWORTHY CHOSEN OF GOD.
22. 1. 91.
With this will be sent an old magazine, containing
one or two sermons on Christian Perfection by
Mather : also a likeness of him and various men of
mark of that day�John Pawson, remarkable for his
piety; A. Mather for his earnestness; J. Edmundson
for his high moral notions and literary tastes ;
A. Clarke for his learning; and Bradburn for his
eloquence, which was, doubtless, of a high order.
As an appendix to the conversation of yesterday,
it is admitted that the Ever-blessed God may choose
to confer upon certain individuals especial favours,
according to the good pleasure of His will: and
also that these persons are, according to human
judgment, generally esteemed to be the most un
worthy of it. It is probable that the favoured ones
are of the same mind.
W.B.S.
542.
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE HALF-HEARTED
DANGEROUS.
4. 2. 91.
Dear ,
You are right : there is danger in friendship with
these half-hearted souls. They say Amen to what
462 SCRIPTURE PERVERTED BY CARNAL WRITERS.
is right, but pass not the strait gate. The cares of
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, or some
earthly love, keeps them from the light of eternal
day.
Indeed, these enlightened ones are more dangerous
than the Ranters : their propriety, intelligence, and
prudence, are so taking and pleasant, compared with
the wrong-headedness of the uproarious ones, that
they insensibly obliterate the remembrance that these
apparent excellences cover a traitorous heart, which
has not passed through death into life.
There is safety from this or anything else, as long
as the heart and spirit are His, without any reserve
whatever. When this is the case, security and pro
gress are as sure as the Truth and infinite Love of
the blessed and eternal God.
Everlasting praises.
W.B.S.
543-
SCRIPTURE PERVERTED BY CARNAL
WRITERS.
11. 3. 91.
It will be necessary for you to be careful how
you follow the drift of these books. They were
written by men who were more in the letter and
their own interpretations of it, than in the Spirit�
truly born of the Spirit. The result of this is that
THE WILL, THE LOVE, THE HEART, ASKED FOR. 463
they labour with all their power and ingenuity to
make the Scriptures speak a language suitable to
their carnal state of mind and heart.
They that believe in Christ, and are truly born of
God, have the Spirit of adoption crying in their
hearts, My Father. He, the blessed God of truth
and holiness, is the object of their Love and adora
tion, and His Spirit in their hearts is a source of
strength and comfort.
If they are faithful in Love�the Love of the
Spirit�their path grows brighter and brighter to the
perfect day, and they rest not till they love the
blessed God with all their heart, mind, soul, and
strength, as easily as they breathe the vital air.
W.B.S.
544-
THE WILL, THE LOVE, THE HEART, ASKED
FOR.
22. 3. 91.
It is certainly true that " if the eye be single, the
whole body will be full of light." Absolute sub
mission to the will of God in all things invariably
brings, sooner or later, light and love into the
heart.
When we love anything more than Him, even the
comfort of His Spirit is misapplied by self-will, and
the light is lost in darkness.
464 SELF-WILLED LABORIOUSNESS, ETC.
It is the will, the love, the heart, that He asks
for: in this He will suffer no rival.
So, my son, by the grace of the blessed God,
which is a free gift by and in Christ, you must die
to everything that opposes the divine will as made
known by His providence, that your path may be
come brighter and brighter.
Amen.
W.B.S.
545-
SELF-WILLED LABORIOUSNESS. THE ROYAL
ROAD.
30- 3- 9i-
Doubtless the lesson upon the face of Nanny
and the other piece is, anything rather than die with
Christ on the Cross.
Man takes to any labour, however exacting and
exhausting, as long as religious self-will is in the
ascendant.
The royal road, which few find, is in another
direction. It leads to death to own will, that the
divine will may lead in everything. When the true
lover does nothing but His will, the time is not far
distant when He shall be all in all.
This is His will and workmanship, and is the only
true ground of perfect Peace.
W.B.S.
NEITHER COLD NOR HOT. 4^5
546-
LIVING NEAR TO THE SOURCE.
1. 4. 91.
The question before your mind [as to whether he
ought to join the "Friends"] is of importance only
as it comes from above. If you are living near to
the Source of all good, He will cause you to do the
right thing. If you are not thus living, whatever
move you make will be vain.
The sum of godliness is to love the blessed God
with all the heart, mind, soul, and strength, as easily
as breathing the vital air. Go anywhere, or do any
thing, THAT YOU BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART
will help you to obtain and hold this divine good.
W.B.S.
547-
NEITHER COLD NOR HOT.
8. 4. 91.
* * * It is as you say: half-heartedness
spoils the whole.
They do not grasp the great truth, that He is too
great and glorious to give Himself fully to the half
hearted; or that, "They [only] who have their all
in Thee, thou blessed God, are safe and free." So,
EE
466 REMEDY FOR TRIALS.�NATURAL RELATIONSHIPS.
being neither cold nor hot, they muddle on, and the
fleshly religious spirit of the age paralyzes their
hearts.
It is an infinite favour to be kept from this. May
He be eternally blessed.
W.B.S.
548.
THE REMEDY FOR TRIALS.
16. 4. 91.
Yes: there is nothing better, under trying circum
stances, than pouring one's very will and soul into
His heart, who is Ever-blessed.
Peace be with you.
W.B.S.
549-
NATURAL RELATIONSHIPS.
27. 4. 91.
There is no power on earth that can deliver you
from the responsibility of your position, as a married
man. If you get from under it in self-will, you will
become a vagabond on the face of the earth. If,
THE LOVE OF GOD.�KEEP LOVING HIM. 467
on the other hand, you humble yourself before the
blessed God, and give up pride of heart, He will
make it possible, and comparatively easy, for you
to exercise that natural affection, which, as husband
and father, you are bound to cultivate.
W.B.S.
550-
THE LOVE OF GOD.
12. 5. 91.
It is as you say. Everything but the Love of
God fades away. His Love never grows old.
When genuine� that is, a fruit of the Spirit� it
grows brighter and brighter, and will do so for
ever.
Amen.
W.B.S.
55i-
KEEP LOVING HIM.
15- 5- 91-
>
You must keep loving Him as you best can.
Some day when, perhaps, least expected, a smile
from the Eternal Throne will reach the centre of
your heart, and fill you with inexpressible quietness
and peace. W.B.S.
EE 2
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552-
GROWING HAPPINESS IN GOD.
25- 5- 9*-
* * * It has been the happiest season of
this earthly life. Those few words to were
a result of it. They that love Him with all their
hearts are not wide of the mark. He brings to in
finite Peace, and eternal, ever-increasing Love at
last.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
553-
TROUBLES WORK SPECIALLY FOR GOOD.
29. 5- 9i-
Dear ,
Don't misinterpret your troubles : they are the best
of the all things that work together for good.
The good of a true child of the Father is, to love
Him infinitely, and to trust Him in all circumstances,
especially those that are complicated and difficult to
bear; and which are most conducive to mortify self-
complacency, and to bring high things and imagina
tions low.
In love.
W.B.S.
TROUBLES HELP TOWARDS ONENESS. 469
554-
THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE.
8. 6. 91.
Yes: the outward appearance of the Truth is pleasant,
though not always the sign of entire devotion. This
last, with a child-like spirit in all things, is the pearl
of great price.
Dear , by His grace, die to everything, that
you may have the clear and constant light of His
Love within.
W.B.S.
555-
TROUBLES HELP TOWARDS ONENESS.
8. 6. 91.
Doubtless, troubles, as you say, force the whole
being upon Him. In the spiritual order of things,
they give force and depth to those desires, without
which entire oneness with Him is not realized.
This being so, they must be received with humble
thankfulness, and a remembrance that, at the end of
them, there will be more light, love, and Peace. Hold
on, dear soul : you are not forgotten by
W.B.S.
47� INLY SIGHING. GOD'S GIFTS FREE.
556.
ONENESS AND CONSTANT PEACE.
15. 6. 91.
" I wish that I could say the same."
You know the way � loving submission to every
trial, and a passing, in will, below every trouble.
This, in the spiritual order of things, brings on ex
ercises and anguish, with strong desires Godward ;
without which entire oneness with Him, as a lasting
state, is hardly ever entered into.
This oneness is necessary to constant Peace.
W.B.S.
557-
INLY SIGHING. GOD'S GIFTS FREE.
23. 6. 91.
He is not without Love who inly sighs for Love.
Do not forget that the most precious gifts of God
are imparted freely without money or price.
If you know how to give gifts to your children,
how much more will He give the Spirit to them that
ask Him?
W.B.S.
HIS BLESSING SURPASSES THOUGHTS. 47 1
558.
THE GRACIOUSNESS OF SUBMISSION. MAN'S
SUPREME DIGNITY.
9. 8. 91.
Yes : submission to the divine will in all things
unties hard knots, removes mountains, and brings
into the way of everlasting Peace.
The graciousness of submission is from above.
Intellect and reason may bring the creature to will
the will of God : but to do this graciously, feelingly,
sweetly, is second only to the highest gift of Him
that sits upon the Eternal Throne.
The supreme dignity of man is the latent capacity
of his spirit to adore the divine Majesty graciously,
sweetly, infinitely.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
" He giveth liberally and upbraideth not."
559-
HIS BLESSING SURPASSES THOUGHTS.
14. 9. 91.
Be sure that His blessing surpasses words and
thoughts. That passage in 1 Cor. ii. 9. refers to this
world, as well as the next. The fruition of it will
lead you some day to say�Ah, sweet Love, I kiss
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Thee in my heart, and desire to be all pure as Thou
art pure�not for myself, but that my love to Thee
may be divinely perfect.
W.B.S.
560.
THE DIVINE ALLOTMENT THE BEST.
29. 9. 91.
If you had the pick of the universe, you could not
find a better position than your present one, in which
to please Him. Tribulations and inward trials precede
His sweetest favours and illuminations.
Keep time with Him. So shall thy light with love
break into perfect day.
Amen.
W.B.S.
56l.
RELIGIOUS PROPOSITIONS VS. PRESENT
DIVINE LIFE.
10. 10. 91.
There are two ways of preaching or teaching�one
from Quakerly, Methodistic, or other religious pro
positions in the head ; the other by the present light,
life, and love of God in the heart. The former brings
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to man and sects : the latter begets to holiness and
God.
You have been warned. * * * Turn
over a fresh leaf, and live to love and please the
blessed God alone.
W.B.S.
562.
DEVELOPED HATRED OF GOD.
14. 10. 91.
Dear ,
There is a terrible reality in what you say respect
ing not following the blessed God with inward hunger
and constancy. " To lose the hunger and the sense
that recognises it" is, indeed, a fearful thing.
All that Hamilton or any other can say does not
take the subject out of the category of the infinite,
which is too much for the human intellect to grapple
with. Nevertheless, without justifying his misinter
pretations of Scripture, it is difficult to separate
"eternal sin" from the hatred and rebellion which
exists in the hearts of the damned.
In the course of life, instances of developed hatred
of the blessed God have been met with, which have
left an impression on the mind that man, in his present
state, as little comprehends the character of fully de
veloped wickedness in the lost, as he falls short of
grasping the fulness of the blessedness of the blest.
474 CHRIST THE MEANS, ETC.
Here it is that, when a certain point is gained, or
rather reached, moderate men feel that reasoning
cannot solve the problem; which can be fully dealt
with by Him alone.
CHRIST THE MEANS: THE LOVE OF THE
FATHER THE END.
To a leading Methodist Preacher.
There is a desire here to help forward the work
of grace in your heart and soul. The tenderness of
spirit manifested by you in conducting two services
produced this desire. A sense of duty to the Ever-
blessed God, added to this, turns the scale in favour
of writing to you.
About sixty years ago the writer of these few lines
was present in a Wesleyan Chapel in Yorkshire, when
an old man, in the dialect of that part of the country,
gave utterance to the following sentiments in prayer:�
" O Lord, grant us grace, that we may love Thee with
all our heart, mind, soul, and strength, as easily and
constantly as we breathe the vital air."
This epitome of divine philosophy and heavenly
divinity is sent to you, that, under the blessed God,
May He be eternally blessed.
W.B.S.
2. II. 91.
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it may be the means of correcting the aim of your life
and desires.
You are evidently carried away by the religious
spirit of the age, which leads earnest souls to culti
vate tenderness and devotion towards the Son, rather
than to be swallowed up of the Love of the Father.
It is astonishing that men like you, of clear minds,
do not see that all that Christ has done and suffered is
a means to this end : and that when you and others are
occupied more in the sentimental praise and adoration
of the means, than in keeping the mind's eye, and the
heart's desires, single to the end, you are missing the
mark, and wandering in an interminable circle, to
the loss of your precious time and present opportuni
ties. "If the eye be single, the whole body will be
full of light." " The path of the just shineth brighter
and brighter."
These are tests which may be applied by any
thoughtful and truly converted man. If they do not
meet with a satisfactory response in the heart of
hearts, it is a clear sign that religious sentiment and
duties are being substituted for the perfect Love of the
Ever-blessed God in the heart, which is the end and
substance of His most holy law.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
476 PERFECT LOVE.
5^.
TRIALS DRIVE TOWARDS REST.
19. n. 91.
All your troubles will vanish like smoke as your
eye becomes single. It is better to have trials of this
kind than to be Quakerly and comfortable, with no
real communion with the Ever-blessed God. You
don't seem to realize that without trials such as these,
or others equally or more severe, no man ever enters
into that Rest, which is in the blessed God. You, of
course, would like to live in this rest. Trials are the
best things possible to bring you there. They are sent
by the blessed God to drive you towards it.
It is not known who made the pencil mark* on the
enclosed. If it be intended to indicate correction, it
maybe said that, naturally and rationally, the cor
rector is right : nevertheless, spiritually and divinely,
the text is right.
He that loves the blessed God as easily as he
breathes, does it, at the same time, as constantly : the
[*The "pencil mark
' indicated a question as to the words " as con
stantly," in relation to the love of God.]
W.B.S.
PERFECT LOVE.
29. 11. 91.
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true love being generated by the Light of the divine
Spirit in and on the heart ; which heavenly Light, in
the perfect lover, goes not out, night nor day.
PURSUITS OF LIFE. HOLY LIGHT & HEAT.
* # * The divine virtue of the Holy Spirit
does not hinder engaging in the ordinary pursuits of
this life ; neither do these avocations, when lawfully
followed, necessarily lessen His holy light and heat.
It follows, therefore, that, the moment the object that
occupies the attention, BUT NOT THE HEART,
passes by, the heavenly love, in one in whom it is
perfected, draws the heart to its proper centre, and
offerings of absolute submission, thankfulness, or sub
dued peace, love, and joy, satisfy the spirit.
RAMMOHUN ROY. SOCINIANISM.
10. 12. 91.
Many thanks for " The Last Days of Rammohun
Roy." He was, as you hint, a man of mark naturally,
W.B.S.
566.
8. 12. 91.
W.B.S.
478 RAMMOHUN ROY. SOCINIANISM.
and above the average of his countrymen in capacity
to take in knowledge, and in intellect to generalize and
draw conclusions. Spiritually, however, he remained
subject to the will of the first birth. Christianly, he
missed the root and heart of the matter, which is, that
the blessed God and man, united in the Head and
members, make one Christ.
The Socinian thieves that he fell amongst in this
country were equally ignorant of this mystery, and
far too busy contending with papistical dogmas in
Protestant creeds, to feel, or even understand, the
very keynote of the Truth, as it sounds in the heart
of a truly awakened sinner�
I, a wretched undone and lost,
Am freely saved by grace.
What passed in R. R.'s inner man, when he was
shut up from the outward world in his last sickness, is
unknown to us at present. If the God of Glory ap
peared in his spirit, at that time, as He did to Stephen
in his extremity, a loving heart will gladly add his
salvation to the unknown list of dying thieves and
self-righteous Pharisees, who, in the last moments of
their mortal life, were brought out of darkness into
marvellous light.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
479
568.
THEOSOPHY. MAHATMAS. NIRVANA.
LASTING PEACE.
10. i. 92.
Many thanks for your remarks respecting the Theo-
sophic A.B.C. They agree with the impression which
it made here, and throw further light on the subject.
Many years ago when Hardy's book upon Eastern
Monachism came out, Buddhism and its esoteric doc
trines, as far as the information given by books would
allow, were looked into pretty closely. The ultimate
impression on the mind was, that Hardy, Ward, and
others, had not the divine life, personally, in sufficient
measure to enable them to give a righteous conjecture
of the spiritual quality of original Buddhism, though
their general conclusions might be right as to its
present value, as understood and practised by the
Priests and natives.
The position taken by this English Society is notably
false, the members being evidently ignorant of the
hidden wisdom and holy mystery of the Christian
dispensation. At best, they appear to be little better
than one-sided and ignorant critics, who see not the
difference between the shadow and the substance of
divine and spiritual things�the former being the pro
duce of reason and intellect in the mind, the latter the
creation of the blessed God in a meek and lowly
heart.
Doubtless, they that are thus clever, and full of self,
are as far from that dignity which corresponds to the
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true Mahatma�to say nothing of Nirvana, when pro
perly understood�as harlots and thieves.
In the nineteenth century, there is only one path to
present and lasting Peace. Christ must be welcomed
as the propitiation for past sins : the Spirit of adoption,
crying, My Father, received into the heart : also a
growth, from a babe to a young man and father in
God, brought forth in the spirit by His holy and al
mighty hand and love, experienced.
This is the way of God and holiness ; and where
Christ has been preached, there is no other. A way
faring man, though simple, if earnest and sincere,
need not err therein.
PASSAGE FROM THE FLESH TO THE SPIRIT.
Doubtless, the drawings of the Father, as described
by you, are a great favour : nevertheless, they leave
the soul in bondage to fear and heart sins. As the
rule, deliverance from these, as a lasting possession,
is never found except as the result of the forgiveness
of sins through Christ, and the reception of the Holy
Spirit of God, which cries in the heart of hearts, My
Father, and at the same time divinely carries the
soul's love and confidence with it.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
18. i. 92.
DALLYING WITH RELIGIOUS PROPOSITIONS. 48 1
Before this translation, by the power of God, out
of the flesh into the Spirit, all that is accomplished, in
a religious way, is of the first birth, and of the will of
man. After this change, a power from above is given
to walk with God as dear children ; and although there
may, for a time, be mistakes and slips, through ignor
ance or want of faith, the drift of the heart will be
Godward continually.
This is the entrance into that kingdom of God, of
which Christ, the Sent of God, is the head.
Hindoos, Muhammadans, and nominal Christians,
may be favoured with glimpses of divine light: but,
till this strait gate is passed, there will be nothing sub
stantial or abiding enjoyed in their spirits.
The wisdom of the blessed God is foolishness to the
natural mind. The question is not what He can do,
but what He has determined to do. If He has appoint
ed Christ to be Mediator, it is hardly likely that
exceptions will be made in favour of those who feel
this to be a stumbling-block.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
570'
DALLYING WITH RELIGIOUS PROPOSITIONS.
28. 1. 92.
There is only one way to solid and lasting peace.
The strait gate must be passed, and the single eye
FF
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kept with all the heart and soul. This single eye cuts
to the very bone�separates between soul and spirit.
It is here that you are out : in the place of cultivating
it, you are dallying with philosophical religious propo
sitions, and believing some of them in your heart ;
which belief takes away the sincerity and force of
mind which are necessary to entering the kingdom
of God.
Your inmost soul is so saturated with the poison of
Calvin, Zanchius, Toplady, Gill, Crisp, and the Coal-
heaver [W. Huntington], with others, that it is unfitted
to receive the kingdom of God as a little child ; and
�what is worse� is likely to remain so, unless indeed,
like Hezekiah, you humble yourself before Him with
whom all things are possible, and He, in the infinitude
of His greatness and mercy, should pass by your high
flying religious fopperies, and give you a new heart
and a right spirit.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
57i-
OPPOSING THE END OF THE GOSPEL.
SPIRITUAL ANTICHRIST.
To the Same.
5. 2. 92.
The Gospel and the Spirit were given that the Law
might be fulfilled. What is the fulfilling of the Law ?
It is loving the blessed God with all the heart, mind,
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soul, and strength, as easily and constantly as breath
ing the vital air. The men whom you justify knew
not the living substance of this, but preached and
wrote against it, and, like yourself, lived all their lives
without it, passing themselves and one another off, as
you do, for men of faith, and taught of God.
If this is not spiritual Antichrist, where is it to be
found ?
Alas, alas, it is the most deadly poison, that does its
work, and gives no pain.
W.B.S.
572.
PREACHING SIN TILL DEATH.
To the Same.
1. 3- 92.
John Bunyan preached sin till death, and fought
bitterly against those who believed in present salva
tion from it. He had the words, but denied the power;
which truly characterizes spiritual Antichrist. You
are the proof of this, who, two hundred years after
his time, believe in and recommend his doctrine.
There is a time coming in which you will find that
misinterpretations of the dispensations of grace will
not clear you and others, who have had opportunities
of knowing better, from the guilt and shame of pass
ing through the world in swaddling clothes, instead of
having a bright sword in the right hand, and a furnace
of divine love in the heart.
W.B.S.
FF 2
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573-
SWADDLING-CLOTHES FOR FATHERS IN
CHRIST.
To the Same.
5- 3- 92.
It was asserted, in substance, that in so far as
Bunyan, or any other man, preached or wrote against
the bringing forth of the spiritual birth and manhood
of Christ in the members of His mystical body, he,
Bunyan, was antichristian, or "had the words, but
denied the power." What you say in opposition to
this proves that there is no end to special pleadings,
assumptions, and good words, without the power.
They do not, however, close the eye opened of God.
What more common in religion than men raising
themselves to the borders of ecstasy upon the wings
of self-extracted and self-appropriated Scripture pro
positions ? Where would be the mystery of iniquity,
if the abettors of it had not the good words and special
pretensions, which deceive all but the chosen?
Your last letter, unknown to yourself, is, as to the
drift of it, before the blessed God and the holy angels,
antichristian through and through. It is a resolute,
though seemingly humble, defence of the necessity of
swaddling clothes for the use of the fathers in Christ�
"saints"�to their dying day.
You will have to abandon the hope of obtaining from
the blessed God real blessing, on the lines engraven
upon your heart and mind by imperfectly instructed
and spiritually blind prophets. The sooner you do
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this, the more likely you will be to pass through that
circumcision of heart, which opens a clear path to an
abundant entrance into glory.
W.B.S.
574-
DYING TO THE SWEETNESS OF GRACE.
17. 3. 92.
Mary,
Among the all things that are to be died out of in
your heart of hearts is the sweetness of grace. It is
He alone that is to be desired. When dead to all, that
Peace of God which passeth all understanding will
dwell in the heart continually, and grow brighter and
brighter to the perfect day.
Amen.
W.B.S.
575-
DEATH TO EVERYTHING BUT HIM.
5. 4. 92.
******
Whether you live a long, comparatively, or a short
time, the principal thing to be considered is your per
sonal communion with the blessed God, which implies
486 HELP WHEN BOWED DOWN.
death to everything but Him and His Love. All beside
this is of little or no value. This alone brings the
lasting favour and blessing of the All-wise and Eternal
One.
May He be blessed for ever.
W.B.S.
We cannot force men and women to love.
576-
HELP WHEN BOWED DOWN.
12. 4. 92.
There seems only one way to meet that by which
you are bowed down.
Don't forestall anything beyond what is absolutely
necessary. Don't take upon yourself responsibilities
which correspond to your children. And when you
are ready to sink, look up to the Ever-blessed, in
which you are joined by
W.B.S.
577-
LEGITIMATE PLEASANT THINGS.
13. 4. 92.
Hold on in the narrow way : there are brighter days
coming. Do not let your checkered path cause you
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to receive into your heart of hearts any comfort not
truly divine. There are legitimate pleasant things,
but they do not profitably reach the will of the true
lover, but come and go, like other temptations. It is
one of the religious illusions of the day to rejoice and
be glad in them. The inward Monitor, however, will
delicately show, to those who have ears to hear, that
they are not immediately from the divine Bridegroom,
and do not lead to Him.
W.B.S.
578.
PRESSING NEARER.
14. 4. 92.
Yes, , it is the right thing to press nearer
to Him, as troubles roll in. The soul that does this
constantly, becomes more and more perfect in Love.
He takes good care of those that love Him : their
troubles are signs of His favour ; they prepare the
heart for more wisdom, more love, more glory.
Amen.
W.B.S.
488 TO ONE HEAVILY AFFLICTED.
579-
COLD OR HOT.
16. 4. 92.
You will do well to take heed to that word, " I
would that thou wert cold or hot " ; and also to re
member that there is a natural religious heat which is
ofman, and a divine one, which is of the Ever-blessed
God.
W.B.S.
580.
TO ONE HEAVILY AFFLICTED.
29. 4. 92.
You must ask the blessed God, in the name of
Christ, to give a turn to the bias of your mind, by
shedding abroad His love in your heart.
The cause of your trouble is the wrong direction of
the love of your heart of hearts. It inclines to the
creature, whereas it ought to be fixed on the blessed
God. Now, He alone can alter this, and when He
does, it will be freely, of His grace.
Cry to Him believingly, and it will surely come.
Remember that word, " Come unto me, all ye that
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
This is the word of the Ever-blessed God to you.
W.B.S.
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58i.
TEMPTATIONS AND MORE INTIMATE
COMMUNION.
10. 5. 92.
* * * * # *
How absolutely true it is that all temptations and
troubles are permitted that the spirit may be brought
into more intimate communion with the Ever-blessed
God, who seeks an opportunity, by these means, to
lavish upon His true lovers a sense of His infinite care
and prescience in their behalf, without detriment to
their humility and childlike dependence upon Him.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
582.
HUGGING ANYTHING BELOW THE SUPREME.
2. 6. 92.
* * * What infinite blindness it is to allow
the heart to hug anything below the Supreme. The
true beauty and sweetness are all in Him. How few
there be who pass that secret door, beyond which this
is seen and felt with a force and constancy surpassing
words. This is a mystery : yet infinitely simple, when
possessed.
Peace be with you.
W.B.S.
490 CALLED TO AN INFINITE LOVE.
583-
PASSING THE SECRET DOOR.
10. 6. 92.
When the mind is enlightened in that measure with
which you have been favoured, there remains nothing
for it but passing that secret door, beyond which He
is loved with all the heart, constantly. You know
that this Life comes through Death.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
584-
CALLED TO AN INFINITE LOVE.
18. 6. 92.
Doubtless the form of expression is very impressive,
and indicates the mode in which the divine Spirit
wrought in and on the minds of the servants of God,
under the Law. Nevertheless, it falls short of the
more excellent dispensation, under which the sons
of God enjoy the constant indwelling of the Spirit of
adoption, crying within them, My Father, with a cor
responding graciousness of heart. The former was
an occasional illapse of the Spirit, suitable to an
emergency : the latter is a gracious display of the
unchangeable Love of the Supreme towards those
whom He has called to an infinite Love, which will
grow brighter and brighter to the everlasting day.
Ever-blessed be His holy name.
W.B.S.
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585.
ENTHUSIASM.
[WRITTEN on title-page of a copy of "the
NATURAL HISTORY OF ENTHUSIASM."]
18. 6. 92.
There is an Enthusiasm which is of man, and also
one which is of God. He who undertakes to write
against the former ought himself to be endued, in good
measure, with the latter ; or what he brings forth will
disclose his own nakedness and folly. This book is an
example of this truth. Isaac Taylor was a sensible,
well-informed man, and had some rational notions
respecting the Christian religion : but of the divine
nature of the kingdom of God�His reign, on earth, in
the hearts of His truly begotten ones�he was ignorant.
W.B.S.
586.
CLEAVING TO THE DUST. HELP AGAINST
DROWSINESS.
19. 7. 92.
Yes : in the very nature of things, " the soul cleaves
to the dust " : but this is not the side from which to
look at the case. The cleaving to the dust is a mercy,
as it indicates that something is wrong in a more vital
part of the system. When the inward spirit is fairly
enveloped in divine love, this bias of the soul becomes
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one of the all things that work for good. It stirs up
the spirit to press closer to His heart, who is the
blessed Fountain of all that is good ; and also keeps
from drowsiness and half-heartedness in the divine
life.
When you are in trouble, there is a heart that beats
in your favour.
GREAT FAVOURS FOR GREAT WRETCHES.
True love gives humility of heart. Self-willed love,
or the love of the first birth, works in a contrary direc
tion, and makes Pharisees and bigots.
It is necessary, on these points, not to lose sight of
first principles. All that is genuine in religion is the
fruit of the divine Spirit, and the gift of the blessed
God. Love� the love of the Spirit�is the life of all
virtues, and, as joined to by the will and heart ofman,
a sweet incense to the God of Love.
Great favours are obtained by those only who feel
themselves great wretches, and altogether undone
without free and gracious communications from above.
The touches of these communications bring the divine
nature into the heart and spirit, and give lasting Peace
to the soul.
Have the faith of God.
W.B.S.
3. 9. 92.
W.B.S.
KEEPING BACK.�SALVATION IN CHRIST, ETC. 493
588.
THE NARROWEST WAY.
29. 9. 92.
Yes : it is as you say. The spirit of the age carried
him off his feet.
The narrowest way is the sweetest and the most
PEACEFUL.
W.B.S.
589-
KEEPING BACK.
5. 10. 92.
You are very much to blame in keeping anything
back from Him. A sense of His friendship and favour
is worth more than the universe of creatures and
things.
W.B.S.
590.
SALVATION IN CHRIST. A SUPERNATURAL
CHANGE.
11. 10. 92.
Yes : it is true, salvation is in Christ. It is also
true that we have redemption through His blood, the
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forgiveness of sins, and that He is the propitiation for
past sins, which propositions agree very well, when
taken in due course.
They that are wretched on account of their sin or
sinfulness may not pass by these elementary truths,
embodied in the good news from God to man. There
is a sufficient reason for them, doubtless, in the
wisdom and justice of God : and, although carnal
gospellers make a self-willed hobby of them, this will
not justify their rejection, or that disposition of mind
which would ignore their importance.
To enjoy the true Good needs a supernatural change,
which the blessed God alone can accomplish in us.
Doubtless, the sinfulness of the mind and heart is as
hateful to Him as the filthiness of the flesh, and pro
bably more difficult to eradicate : He, therefore,
expects from all men equal and entire submission
in things pertaining to the new creation, which He
has to accomplish in them, before they can enjoy
Himself on earth, or enter into the heaven of angels
and God.
May He help you to pass through the strait gate
of entire submission, and thereby to enter into a loving
affiance in Him.
W.B.S.
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591-
PRECIOUS THINGS.
20. II. 92.
In the heart of hearts of a truly good man the Ever-
blessed God writes precious things, understood only
by the Bridegroom and bride.
W.B.S.
None shall be able to withstand the power given
thee, or resist the wisdom of thy mouth.
592.
A LOVE ACCEPTABLE TO HIMSELF.
30. 11. 92.
Dear ,
Look right to the bottom of that word, If thine eye
be single, &c, &c. ; and, if light be given, and the
way opens, correct your point of vision.
The first and great commandment is a promise
under the present dispensation. The efficient motive
power is a divine gift, not to be purchased by any
amount of religiousness, or correct, conscientious,
walking; but to be received from above, when it is
felt�truly felt�that we have nothing to pay. In
proportion as the Love is perfect and entire, the out
come therefrom will be acceptable to the Ever-blessed
God, and also to yourself and all good men.
496 A STEADY INCREASE OF LOVE, ETC.
In your dealings with the Supreme on this subject,
you might ask Him, if He has not room in His heart
for one who has one desire, one constant longing,
to be filled with a love which is acceptable to Himself.
W.B.S.
593'
A STEADY INCREASE OF LOVE.
16. 1. 93.
Yes, James : there is a better thing : it is a steady
increase of Love in the heart, having its root more
immediately in the will, rather than in the feelings.
This is that Love which grows brighter and brighter,
and flourishes under all circumstances ; and�what is
ofmore importance�it is more honourable, and brings
more glory to the blessed God. It also clears the way
into that fulness, which is in and of Himself.
May He be blessed eternally.
W.B.S.
594-
THE PRIMITIVE METHODISTS.
27. 1. 93.
It is pleasant even to think that in Cornwall, York
shire, and other counties, the things spoken of are not
" becoming the order of the day." Nevertheless, the
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general character of the Magazine, and the tone of
things spiritual, show that the Primitives are following
the downward course of other Societies of professing
Christians ; that is, from spiritual to natural, rather
than from natural to supernatural and divine.
Should you ever be favoured to realize the living
substance of the article which you wrote, you will be
more chary of giving off-hand directions to the sons of
God. They are led by His Spirit ; and, when this
leading has become a divine reality, they may be given
to see through the mixture of the ministrations of such
men even as Wm. Clowes ; and also to feel the
difference between the ideal and real in the writings
and experiences of G.W. and J.D.
W.B.S.
595-
THE GREAT CHANGE TO LIFE.
6. 2. 93.
My Son,
Your sermon last night contained pleasant remarks
on subjects which thoughtful and intelligent men cannot
pass over lightly. One thing, however, was wanting.
You spoke highly of the Life of Christ, but did not
give a word respecting that great change, which must
take place before living water flows freely from man's
soul and spirit.
Christ was sweet, beautiful, and good, because the
divine was uppermost and undermost in Him. Were
GG
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there three souls in your congregation last night, who
could give an intelligent answer to the question�How
is this happy state of things to be brought forth in me ?
The enclosed tract was written a good many years
ago by him who now numbers 78.
Farewell.
SELF-WILLED BELIEF. CHILDREN'S FOOD.
The book is not the thing for a young convert. It
comes from a root of self-willed belief. It does not
spring from divine faith. The fact that faith is a gift of
the Ever-blessed, a fruit of the divine Spirit, is hardly
to be found in it. Yet this is the one truth to be
known before all others by those who are anxious
to walk with the blessed God in peace.
There is no intimation in it that, in proportion as the
Spirit is received, the faith becomes holy, and unites
the spirit and soul to the Giver of all good.
" How much more will your Father give the Spirit
to them that ask Him," is of more value to a child
of grace than a library of such rational religious
gossip. Little children cannot live on such food as
this. Nevertheless, except they that are converted
become such, they cannot see the kingdom of God,
either upon earth or in heaven.
W.B.S.
i- 3- 93-
THE EVER-BLESSED NOT TYRANNICAL. 499
The owner of the book might be told never to rest
till she loves the blessed God with all her heart, mind,
soul, and strength, as easily as she breathes the vital
air.
W.B.S.
597-
THE EVER-BLESSED NOT TYRANNICAL.
8- 3- 93-
Is it right to anticipate evils and pains? Are you
justified in reckoning your bodily ailments " chastise
ments
" ? Body and soul you had from your parents.
In the order of nature their constitutions are entailed.
The spirit, however, is another thing, andmay, by grace,
be entirely turned towards Him, and become one with
Him. It. is not right to think of the Ever-blessed as
tyrannical or unreasonable. What is entailed may be
for good, and will be so, if taken with a believing view
of the Everlasting and Adorable One.
It is a suggestion of the wicked one that represents
Him as a hard master. He has done all that is neces
sary for man's eternal felicity. What can wretched
creatures want more than a new creation and an
infinite Lover ?
W.B.S.
GG 2
500
598-
THE SAFE WAY. DIVINE FAVOURS THE
FREEST OF GIFTS.
13- 3- 93-
Perhaps a word or two more may be profitable.
Do not anticipate a want of courage when troubles
come. Suppose you " found in your heart the courage
to welcome any sufferings needed to bring into con
formity with God
"
: it, doubtless, might be injurious,
and encourage self-satisfaction in a latent form. The
safe way is to walk, as a little child, with the All-
Wise, combatting, simply, what is met with, step
by step. It is well to say, " Stay not Thy hand,"
when in trouble, if there be grace in the heart to
support the prayer. If the grace is not then felt, it
must be asked for, and received from Him that giveth
liberally and upbraideth not.
When suggestions of a painful character take pos
session of the mind, they are to be met by sinking
under them in absolute submission. They may be
allowed as trials only, and necessary to prepare the
heart for blessing.
When Jacob, in real conflict, was crippled and with
out strength, the greatest and most precious blessing
of his life was given into his soul.
May it be said once more�divine favours are the
freest of gifts.
Be of good courage.
W.B.S.
ZANCHIUS AND TOPLADY.
599-
GOD NEAR TO THOSE IN TROUBLE.
17- 3- 93-
In ordinary cases, speaking after the manner of
men, the Ever-blessed God is nearer to those that are
in trial and difficulty than He is to them that are free
from trouble in body and mind, and have no drawback
to their contentment and peace.
This being so, 's [illness] may not be alto
gether without profit ; and 's uneasiness may be
without loss to yourself.
There is that within the reach of the children of God
which turns everything to advantage : that is, living
near, and cultivating, with all the heart, perfect
devotion and entire love. Till this is realized, plea
sant things must be eaten with bitter herbs.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
6oo.
ZANCHIUS AND TOPLADY.
29- 3- 93-
It is probable that you will cast your eye over
Zanchius, as, in his way, he hits from the shoulder.
Neither he nor Toplady had a true sense of those
points in divinity that are too deep for human decision,
and on which arguments, however powerful, can give
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no lasting satisfaction, the All-Wise having, for suffi
cient reasons, reserved this rare blessing in His own
gift. When a man, in his own will, determines these
points for himself, and, in a rational spirit, presses
them upon others, he grieves the divine Spirit, and
is likely to walk in a spiritual mist all his days. Here,
the little child in heart is the only wise.
W.B.S.
601.
TROUBLES A HELP AQAINST LUKEWARM
NESS.
8. 4. 93.
Have you noticed that these terrible and sometimes
fantastic workings of the mind, when passed, if not
joined to by the will, leave no stain of condemnation
behind ? This being so, there is no reason to believe
that you are responsible for their presence and work
ing. On the other hand, it leaves no alternative but
that they are amongst the all things which work
together for good. Indeed, in the very nature of
things, they keep frpm self-complacency and spiritual
drowsiness, and drive, as it were, towards the Fountain
of all divine good. Anything, almost, is better than a
feeling towards the Infinitely Supreme of. indifference
or lukewarmness. Doubtless your circumstances re
quire, at times, medicine not altogether pleasant to
the taste. This, however, you will bear patiently, as
conducive to health in the end.
W.B.S.
TO ONE IN AFFLICTION. 503
602.
THE GENERAL APOSTASY FROM PERFECT
LOVE.
18. 4. 93.
Yes : may, and doubtless will, beget a re
ligious self in those who follow him, varying according
to the constitution of mind in each disciple : but to that
holy hunger and thirst after God, the only medium
through which the Father and son become one, he will
not bring them ; rather the contrary.
This divine mystery, opened in some of the first
Quakers, seems almost banished from the face of
the earth. How entirely humble and meek of heart
towards the Infinitely Supreme ought those to be, who,
by His favour, are exceptions to this general , apostasy
from His perfect Love.
W.B.S.
603.
TO ONE IN AFFLICTION.
ii- 5- 93-
Doctors, for the most part, are for first-birth men,
who do not trust in the blessed God. However, you
are not compelled to do what they say^ having paid the
fee. Doubtless, your safest course, in the present
difficulty, is to cast yourself, body, soul, and spirit,
with all your heart, on the mercy oP God, in Christ,
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and stay at home, standing by your business, as you
are able.
The change proposed would probably involve an
uneasiness of mind, which would out-balance the
advantages of climate.
You cannot fly away from yourself, nor from the
necessity of believing in the blessed God with all
your heart, and loving Him with all your soul.
This is what you must first look after : all possible
good will come with it.
W.B.S.
604.
INTIMATIONS OF WISDOM RECEIVED BY
FAITH.
30- 5- 93-
It is as you say : that which is natural may be mis
taken for that which is spiritual : indeed, the only
preservative is, with meekness of heart living near to
the Ever-blessed. On the other hand, if unbelieving
fears, encouraged by a selfish prudence, are allowed
to suppress confidence in spiritual enlightenings, or
shut up confessions of the same, the tendency would
be to render trust in divine guidance more scarce,
or to lead to its abandonment altogether. The ordinary
intimations of Wisdom have to be received by faith ;
though, doubtless, in public or national forecasts, the
impressions given would bear a proportion to the
gravity of the case.
GREAT TRIALS BRING RICH BLESSING, ETC. 505
The gift of interpreting the mind of the Spirit is
not imparted at a stroke. It is as much the result
of the state of the heart as a particular revelation, and
is so much the more satisfactory as the Giver and
receiver are made one.
******
W.B.S.
605.
GREAT TRIALS BRING RICH BLESSING.
20. 6. 93.
Hold on, dear soul, hold on. Great trials, patiently
borne, bring rich blessing, sooner or later.
You are right : there is nothing in the universe that
will bear comparison with His Love. This Love, in
the very nature of things, must grow brighter and
brighter.
Amen.
W.B.S.
606.
TRACTS WHEN GOOD. ONE TRUE LOVER.
1. 7- 93-
The Ever-blessed does not call you to circulate
tracts that are beyond your own growth in the divine
life. Pearls are not to be cast before swine.
Tracts are good only as they meet an inward hunger
and thirst after the blessed God and righteousness;
which hunger and thirst are His gift.
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One true lover of the Ever-blessed is ofmore value,
spiritually, than a million religionists ; no matter how
high their pretensions and figure.
They that believe do not make haste.
W.B.S.
607.
UNION WITH GOD BY LOSS OF OWN WILL.
5- 7- 93-
Be steady and sober. They that believe do not
make haste. The children of the blessed God are His
temple. He dwells in them, that they may dwell in
Him, and become one with Him in mind and heart.
You have to grow into this condition of union, by
the loss of your own will. During the time of this
death of religious self-will, and partaking of the divine
nature, there will be strong inward cries, and hunger
ing and thirsting after righteousness, as led by the
divine Spirit. At present, the whole power and drift
of your mind is more in doing than loving.
When you love rightly, you will do rightly and live
rightly.
Faith� true faith� is the gift of God. Get it, and
you will know what it is ; and, if called of Him, be
able to teach it.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
LOVE PROPORTIONATE TO THAT, ETC. 507
608.
A TEST.
20. 7. 93.
Your way is plain. The path of the just shineth
brighter and brighter. If, after being with this people
a good length of time, you find your inward com
munion with the Ever-blessed deepen and sweeten,
hold on : it is better to please Him than man. On the
other hand, take care not to set down the verdict of
your own heart as the dictate of the divine Spirit.
W.B.S.
609.
LOVE PROPORTIONATE TO THAT WHICH IS
OF GOD IN THE OBJECT.
2. 8.. 93.
"Ye are taught of God to love one another."
Doubtless, it is so. As to the measure of this love,
in any particular case, it will be proportionate to that
which is of God, in the object : that is, if the love be of
the Father.
This is the law of heaven, and also His will on earth..
The divine harmony can be maintained only on these
lines. He,, being absolutely perfect and, holy, must
love that, most which is most, of Himself: Christ as
head of the body, and each individual member as he or
she partakes of the same glory.
May you be swallowed up of Him, the infinitely
Supreme and blessed.
W.B.S.
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610.
THYSELF ALONE.
24. 8. 93.
Thyself Alone, when it comes from the bottom of the
heart, will carry all before it.
Amen.
W.B.S.
6ll.
YOUNG QUAKERS. THE LOVE OF THE
HEART.
26. 9. 93.
* # * � . � . shows that it is possible to
hold high notions in a wrong or antichristian spirit.
Zealots of this character are a sign of coming judg
ments. The Prince of Darkness has a terrible hold of
those souls, who are fighting for truth and righteous
ness in his own spirit. He makes it easy to mistake
light in the understanding for the entire love of the
HEART.
These young Quakers do not seem to see that
nothing can pass with the Supreme Ruler of the
universe�the God of Love�but this ; which is not an
arbitrary fiat of the Ever-blessed, but arises from His
nature and the relationship between the Infinitely
Perfect and the creatures of a day.
W.B.S.
5�9
6l2.
J. PULSFORD. "THE MESSAGE OF QUAKER
ISM." "THE QUAKER IDEAL."
12. IO. 93.
All that is remembered of Pulsford is that he was
a preacher, of what denomination is not known ; and
from reading something of his years ago, it was felt
that, though he spoke of spiritual things in a lively
way, and said, at times, what was susceptible of a
divine meaning, if interpreted by a spiritual heart ; yet
he was out of the kingdom of God, as realized by those
who are truly born from above.
The writers of the books which you sent [' ' The
Message of Quakerism," and "The Quaker Ideal,"]
are of the same category, each being inspired by his
natural constitution of intellect and heart, wrought
upon by the circumstances of his birth and education,
and the surroundings and spirit of the present age.
You say truly that is disgracing the Friends :
yet it is possible that the angels of God may see even
him nearer to an entrance into the kingdom, than
these merely rational, intelligent, self - appointed,
knights-errant of the pen, who, though more respect
able than he, have, through the subtilty of the Prince
of Darkness, become his ministers. Being at home in
the amenities of society, and not altogether ignorant
of the literature of the day, they, ignorantly, do their
best to insinuate his poison into the understandings
and hearts of those who influence numbers of religious
people, that are, in some way, seeking the bread of
510 J. PULSFORD.�" MESSAGE OF QUAKERISM," ETC.
life. Instead of bringing nearer to that heavenly
power that dwelt in G. Fox and others of his day,
they, unknown to themselves, are doing what in them
lies to banish it from the face of the earth. They
do this by introducing subjects that bristle with points
provocative of never-ending contention, and divert the
mind and heart from true repentance and that holy
faith, which is a fruit of the Spirit, and the present
gift of God.
The only way by which a man can forward the
interests of the Most High, with profit to himself, is,
before all other things, to seek that which will bring
him to a level in spiritual wisdom and power, with
those servants of the Ever-blessed, whose mission he
professes to advocate and sustain in the world. Who
ever neglects this, however wise after the rudiments
of this world he may be, is, at best, a foolish prophet ;
and, if he repents not, will receive a false prophet's
reward.
Now, to sum up these few lines by getting at the
root or substance of the matter: G. Fox, in passing
through a strait place, in the early part of his Christian
career, was visited by a touch of the divine hand,
which kindled in his heart a flame of that Love which
grows brighter and brighter, and is of infinite power
and duration. These authors, not having passed this
strait place, nor received a corresponding visitation
from on high, render themselves, by writing and
publishing on these subjects, justly liable to the above
reproof and condemnation.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
GREAT THINGS SIMPLE, ETC.
6l3.
PRIESTCRAFT AND !FIRST-BIRTH SAINTS.
16. 10. 93.
Thanks for the paper and book. It appears that
there are others besides Papists and Jesuits, who
assume that education and ordination give them power
and authority, by " sacraments " and other mummeries,
to communicate heavenly grace to the children of men.
As matters grow worse and worse, they only who
dwell in the bosom of the Father will be able fully
to withstand the subtilty of the enemy, who, through
these his agents, is seeking to establish priestcraft, and
to multiply first-birth saints, upon the earth.
W.B.S.
614.
GREAT THINGS SIMPLE. FANCIFUL NOTIONS
HINDER.
19. 10. 93.
All truly great things are simple. The highest
grade of Christian experience is the most simple.
What is this highest grade of Christian experience?
It is simply the fulfilment of the Law�Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy mind,
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength. This,
under the Law, was a command : under the gospel,
it is a promise. The power by which it is to be
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accomplished is of the blessed God. Nothing less than
His Nature and Spirit can kindle and sustain this
holy fire.
Just in proportion as the divine Nature and Spirit
are received, the Love grows brighter and brighter,
firmer and more constant.
The above Gospel promise is the prize which ought
to be continually before the believer's eyes, till it
be fulfilled, and " Thyself Alone " becomes all in all.
When this is fully realized, the Prince of Darkness has
no real power : he finds nothing in the spirit over
which he can exercise control, and, in conflict, is
resisted and flies away.
This simplicity of the Gospelmay not be lost sight of
with impunity. When it is, fanciful notions occupy the
mind, and real progress is hindered. Here it is that
the mystics and others have given the stiffly orthodox
and sects hand-hold for contention, and also stumbling-
blocks to the true lambs of the flock.
W.B.S.
6l5.
TRUE LOVE ADMITS NO THOUGHT OF SELF.
24. 10. 93.
There are some pleasant sentiments in that of
Bernard ; but there is one radical defect running
through the whole. It is shown in the last sentence
�"to love himself only for God's sake."
"CHRISTIAN JEWS." 513
When this is looked into, it is at once seen that
man is supposed to be the leader, judge, and dis
penser of the love of his heart ; and, as it were, to
measure it out to himself and the blessed God, ac
cording to his own ideal. Thus man is in the
ascendant.
True Love, the love of the Spirit, is a holy fire
from heaven�the breath of the Almighty in the
heart�which admits of no thought of self, or self-
love, or measure ; but hushes the spirit into silent
adoration, so that the Infinitely Supreme is felt to
be all in all. It is without limit or measure, either
in this world, or that which is to come.
W.B.S.
6l6.
"CHRISTIAN JEWS."
19. 11. 93.
Thanks for your report, which is clear and to the
point. The speakers, making allowance for their
natural and educational differences, appear to be
amongst the tens of thousands in England and
America, who are doing much "for God" but know
little or nothing individually of pouring their mind,
soul, and heart, into His bosom, and, little by little,
being swallowed up of Him and His Love.
Christian Jews all over, under bondage to con
science and law, they hardly dream of the holy
HH
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liberty of spirit, and purity of heart, which perfect
love and entire devotion bring . into the mind . and
spirit of the true child of the Father.
All this and .more is felt when they "pray" to
Him, of whom they speak and rattle away so
freely.
What they and their hearers need to feel is, that
theory and sentiment may exist in great force, with
little or nothing of the living substance.
W.B.S.
617.
POPISH CULTURE OF THE "SUPERNATURAL."
19. 12. 93.
* * * There are things in Anna Maria
Taigi which are valuable, as showing the present
Popish mode of nursing women into prophets, and
getting up other "supernatural" graces, which come
not from the Infinitely Blessed, though they be
wonderful to religion of the first birth. The nearer
to His heart, the more simple and divinely pure the
spirit becomes. May you be favoured in this line
of things, more and more.
With love,
W.B.S.
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6l8.
GRACE GIVEN FREELY.
18. 1. 94.
You are right : half - heartedness, in the very
nature of things, brings internal slavery and misery;
whereas to love Him with the whole heart opens
the door to present liberty and everlasting peace.
Never forget that the grace or power to do this
is given freely, without money or price.
W.B.S.
6ig.
CHRIST'S WORK WAS TO PUT AN END TO
SIN.
To one heard preaching.
29. 1. 94.
Richard,
You made a mistake when you quoted the Lord's
prayer against those persons who spoke to you
about sanctification, perfect love, or living without
sin. If they spoke to you foolishly on the subject,
so much the more necessary to answer wisely.
As long as by the grace of the Holy Spirit a true
child of the Father abides in the measure of Christ
brought forth in his heart by the Holy Ghost, he
hh 2
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sins not. The Apostle of Love wrote that those
who received his epistle might not sin. The whole
of the work of Christ, the Lamb of God, was to put
an end to sin in the hearts of those who are truly
born of God: that they might have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sin, and the
gift of the Spirit to remove everything contrary to
God out of the temple�the living temple of the
Most High. This is accomplished when the law is
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. The Law, under Moses, is a pro
mise under Christ. Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength.
What remains then but Ask and receive, that your
joy may be full. The living, constant, desire of a
faithful young man or father in Christ is to be per
fected and enlarged in love.
He that is perfected in Love prays easily on the
lines of Mark xi. 23.
The writer of these few lines remembers, as
though it were but yesterday, though full sixty years
ago, an old man in the North of England, offering
up a prayer in public, in the Yorkshire dialect, in
which were these words: "Grant us grace that we
may love Thee with all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength, as easily as we breathe the vital air."
Surely when this prayer is answered according to
your text or prayer, there may be, with watchful
ness, an end of sinning. You say, "filled with the
fulness of God." This amounts to the same thing.
Full of God : empty of sin.
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From one who loves the blessed God with all his
heart, and continually desires to love Him a million
times more.
W.B.S.
620.
CANST THOU BE MINE?
12. 2. 94.
"Canst Thou be mine?" Yes, in a way and
degree above your highest thought, if you make
Him, at the very bottom of your heart, your God,
your all, your glory.
W.B.S.
621.
TENDERNESS TOWARDS CULPRITS UNDER
THE ROD.
18. 2. 94.
* # * It is almost an axiom here, that
when the Ever-blessed is taking over the coals, for
bad behaviour, one that professes to love Him, a
fellow - creature should incline towards the culprit,
rather than join action with justice, which really
means well towards the offender, and is quite
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capable of exacting what,
meet.
Peace be
PHILANTHROPY, ETC.
to infinite wisdom, seems
with you.
W.B.S.
622.
GIVE ALL : TAKE ALL. PHILANTHROPY
AND SELF.
23. 2. 94.
Give all and take all, are the terms. The nature
of the case will admit of nothing less than this.
The Infinite cannot be won with half measures : or
to put it more safely, He cannot give Himself to a
divided heart.
There may be philanthropy and religion of a high
figure, where self is in the ascendant: but, where
there is true-heartedness, the Bridegroom will bring
the heart, soul, and spirit, to the above terms, and
with them Peace and Paradise.
W.B.S.
HE ALONE TO BE DESIRED. 519
623.
NOUGHT BUT THYSELF.
14. 3. 94.
You will never be right till the innermost current
of your spirit sends forth continually� For me,
nought in the universe but Thee.
W.B.S.
624.
HE ALONE TO BE DESIRED.
16. 3. 94.
You may not profitably long after spiritual sweet
nesses. They are good in their time and place ;
but He alone is to be desired. " Thyself Alone,"
with absolute and childlike submission to His will,
infallibly leads to Peace and true Love.
W.B.S.
ALL THINGS work for good to them that love
Him.
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625-
THE RESTING-PLACE.
15. 4. 94.
Yes: they are supremely blest, whose resting-
place is the centre of His heart.
W.B.S.
626.
A CONSTANT INCREASE OF LOVE.
16. 4. 94.
There is one thing only that will keep you in the
midst of your trials ; that is, a constant increase of
love to Him. Everything will fail but this. You
must live and breathe, pray, believe, watch, and
love, for this : then it will come.
It is the normal state of the life of God in the
soul. The blessed God does not save to the utter
most in any other way than this.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
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627.
DEAD INDEED.
27. 5. 94.
When you are dead indeed to all of the first
birth, the Peace of God and His fulness will soon
come in.
Amen.
W.B.S.
628.
NOT A RULER, BUT A LITTLE CHILD.
30. 5- 94-
Dear Soul,
Be careful. Your natural disposition leads towards
ruling over all that comes within your orbit. This,
if not watched against, infallibly strengthens the
first birth, and starves the second. The love of the
Infinitely Supreme is not to be trifled with, nor is it
to be won except on the condition of dying out of
everything but Himself, and becoming a little child
in the heart; not a Duchess or a Queen. A little
child in the heart is the only thing in manhood that
will pass muster with the Ever-blessed.
Ever remember that if you are not becoming
more tender and gentle in your heart of hearts
before Him and all others, something is going, or
has already gone, wrong.
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P.S.�He that would be a Giant in God must
become an Infant in himself.
W.B.S.
629.
NOTHING TOO HARD.
17. 8. 94.
Remember that there is nothing too hard for in
finite Love, Wisdom, and Power. He sees your
difficulties, and knows your surroundings. Keep
low in your mind, and close to Him in your heart.
Be sure, if you do so, all things�yes, all things�
will work together for your good.
Amen.
W.B.S.
63O.
FIRST-BIRTH CENSURE. STIFFENING FALSE
PROPHETS.
2. 9. 94.
"The poor people [you say] are trying to feed
themselves on that which is not bread." It is so :
in the eye of pity they are poor, and are doing this,
though the spirits of the leaders have not yet been
baptized into that poverty which is blessed of the
Ever-blessed.
TO PLEASE AND LOVE.�DIVINE LOVE. 523
They appear to have some sense of that decency
which corresponds to a profession of religion. In
their summary of the "Signs of the Times," Booth,
Stead, and others are not spared the Rod. This,
however, coming from the same spirit, will only
stiffen the prophets in their first-birth righteousness,
and harden the culprits in their wrong doings.
In this day, he that would keep clear in mind and
heart must first die with Christ on the cross, and
then live NEAR.
Amen.
W.B.S.
63I.
TO PLEASE AND LOVE.
29. 9. 94.
It is not much to ask for wisdom to please Him
and love Him. W.B.S.
632.
DIVINE LOVE.
10. 10. 94.
Yes: the divine Love is most precious, and, if
He pleases, it may become unutterably, not to say,
unbearably, sweet.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
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633-
BITTER HERBS.
12. 10. 94.
The key�the only key�that unlocks the inner
sanctuary, the most holy place, is to take humbly
and lovingly those bitter herbs administered by the
providence of the Supreme.
W.B.S.
634-
PARTAKING OF THE DIVINE NATURE.
28. 10. 94.
To have the power to walk with the blessed God,
as a dear child, is the greatest blessing that you
will find on this side of the eternal world. It will
bear looking at : Infinite Wisdom and Love bent
upon your well-being, and engaged to supply you
with all needful succour.
This implies much ; even that you should be made
a partaker of the divine nature; so that you can
love Him with a measure of infinite Love, as easily
as breathe the vital air. Dear soul, think of this;
and remember that wisdom and Love, which are
His gift�fruit of His Spirit�make up holiness; and
also that if you sensibly feel that you lack these,
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you have only to ask from the bottom of your heart,
and they will be given to you.
It is what He freely gives that saves: not any
thing that can be done by the creature.
W.B.S.
P.S.�The only limit to divine blessing and love
is unbelief or little faith.
635-
RICHER VISITATIONS.
1. 11. 94.
Bitter herbs with good behaviour prepare the
inner sanctuary for richer visitations of Peace and
glory.
So let it be.
W.B.S.
636.
SUBLIME THEORIES RATHER THAN THE
CROSS.
16. 11. 94.
That of the Canon was not sent as containing
anything trustworthy, but rather, on the contrary,
indicating a wanderer from the true life and power.
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It is much easier, and more popular and common,
to advocate sublime religious theories, than to die
with Christ on the Cross, which is the only way to
constant Peace and Rest.
Be of good courage.
W.B.S.
637.
HORACE BUSHNELL.
22. 11. 94.
With this will be sent Bushnell's Life. You will
easily see that he was a man of strong and highly
nervous temperament, and great activity of mind.
These qualifications, with considerable mental
power, gave him insight, in religious matters,
beyond his fellow-pastors and preachers, and, in a
measure, delivered him from the bondage of church
catechisms and man-made creeds.
At different periods of his life, he, evidently, had
visitations favourable to spiritual growth; but his
natural qualifications and force of genius kept in
the ascendant : consequently, the true mystery of
Christ, with holy living and walking, hardly ever
passed, in his experience, beyond theory and specu
lation; so that he remained in the state of one who
sees men as trees walking, to the end.
W.B.S.
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638.
LIVE NEAR.
2. 12. 94.
Dear Soul, live near. The difference between
this and half-and-half is infinite.
W.B.S.
639.
THE PRESENT CALL.
13. 12. 94.
In the days of great falling away, the faithful are
not called so much to fight, as to realize in them
selves the exceeding greatness and purity of His
Love.
W.B.S.
64O.
THE FIGHTING SPIRIT.
15. 12. 94.
Beware of the fighting spirit: it brings clouds
over the celestial light, and is not favourable to the
gentleness of holy Love.
W.B.S.
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64I.
PEACE.
22. 12. 94.
, dear soul, when earthliness and vanity
are clean banished from the heart and mind, then
comes and reigns Peace�Peace�eternal Peace�the
blessed God of Peace.
Amen.
W.B.S.
642.
HORACE BUSHNELL.
5- i. 95-
Yes: it is as you say: H. Bushnell is "manifestly
a very interesting and able man." There is some
thing lively and taking in his mode of putting things,
though, doubtless, the way he flashes out may, fre
quently, not be to the taste of the strictly classical
or fastidious. Like all men who write on divine
subjects, principally from their natural parts, he
betrays, occasionally, how scantily the life-giving
stream has entered his heart or imbued his spirit.
******
In writing freely on things of the Kingdom, nothing
but the possession of the living substance, and con
tinual growth therein, will save a man, however
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great his capacity, from discovering his nakedness
before the blessed God and His own children.
You are right : entire love makes way for a fulness
of Peace and Joy.
W.B.S.
643-
CALL TO LOVE MUCH.
6. 1. 95.
Dear Soul, there is little to add to that of
15. 12. 94. You are specially called to love much.
Anything that draws you from the pursuit of this,
with all your heart and soul, is not good.
W.B.S.
644.
DEAD AS A STONE.
12. 2. 95.
* * * I know a man who has desired,
thousands of times, to be as dead as a stone to all
things but Him and His, which is only another
aspect of loving Him with all the heart, mind, soul,
and strength. May this be your happy lot.
W.B.S.
11
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645-
THE LETTER OF THE SCRIPTURES AND THE
LIVING SUBSTANCE.
17- 3- 95-
This morning, on looking over a book written by
a popular man in his day, not so deep and ingenious
as H. Bushnell, though writing in the same line of
things, the following note was written on the fly
leaf:�
B 1 was more in the letter of the Scriptures,
than in the power of God. With Sandeman and
other clever writers, he was a stranger to the
divine nature of saving faith. The holy faith, which
is of God, is a mystery, and His gift. It is a fruit
of the Spirit, and truly known only by possession.
Men or angels are holy, excellent, divine, in pro
portion to their imbuement with the divine Spirit.
Christ exceeded all others, having the Spirit without
measure.
The truth is, that the blessed God is the living
substance of all true good. Clever talk on these
subjects is as sounding brass or tinkling cymbals.
Anything less than His felt presence will fail to keep
the spirit of man in holy subjection�to give con
tentment and lasting peace of mind and heart.
W.B.S.
The centre fire grows brighter and brighter. The
Peace of Paradise is felt to be very near.
53i
646.
GROWTH. STANDSTILL. GOING
BACKWARDS.
21. 3- 95-
Your letter was very acceptable, as it expressed
what was on the mind respecting H. Bushnell and
others of this generation, who lose sight altogether
of the direct means towards an increase in the
divine life, and spend their whole existence on earth
in discussing different phases of doctrine, philan
thropy, &c. ; remaining, as to their own growth in
God, at a standstill, or going backward. You are
right�perfectly right�when you say� "the faithful
soul is ever being led forward." It is infallibly cer
tain that he that hungers and thirsts after righteous
ness continually shall be filled. He that clears all
out of his heart but one Love will sooner or later
be swallowed up in the Peace and Love of God,
which passeth understanding : to say nothing of the
illuminations of heavenly wisdom granted to all
those who are beloved of the Father�who follow
Him as dear children.
Amen.
W.B.S.
11 2
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647.
WITH ALL YOUR HEART.
27- 3- 95-
Dear Soul, you may not forget that you are called
to love Him with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength. To those that hunger and thirst for this,
HE will give the power.
Amen.
W.B.S.
648.
FEW HUNGERING AND THIRSTING NOW.
28. 3. 95.
There is no doubt that, when G. Fox wrote and
published the Tract, there was a body of people to
whom it was suitable. It was the right thing at
the right time. Your experience will tell you that
very few, at present, are really hungering and
thirsting after righteousness. Half-hearted ones
would not be benefited by it : therefore, for the pre
sent, let it stand over. There is nothing now to be
done but to live near; so that, from the indwelling
power in each member of Christ's body, a gracious
influence may reach the hearts of the professors of
this day, and beget in them a true hunger and
thirst after the blessed God.
Amen.
W.B.S.
533
649-
CLEVERNESS AND GENIUS IN PLACE OF
THE WHOLE HEART.
29. 4. 95.
Your volumes of Horace Bushnell are returned.
As you have not mentioned it, another is added,
which, though it may not treat of vital points, gives
a kind of finishing touch to the intellectual character
of the man.
For years, it has been an axiom here that little
satisfaction of mind results from the works of clever
ness and genius, brought to bear on the mysteries
connected with man's relationship to the Only Wise.
He has reserved to Himself the power of giving
inward solid satisfaction to the heart and mind of
man.
The whole heart and its entire love is what the
Ever-blessed sets before the enlightened mind as
His due. In proportion as this produces hunger and
thirst in the spirit of man, it will be filled.
Amen.
W.B.S.
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650.
WRITINGS FROM A NATURAL SOURCE.
There is no end to criticisms springing from
natural intelligence only. The great fault of all the
"Quaker" pamphlets of the present day is that they
are not from the right source. They are natural,
not spiritual�not from the blessed God. The writers
are to be pitied, because, in thus writing, they are
kept from passing through those exercises, which
would fit them to speak from the mouth of the
Father in heaven.
"Quakerism" will never be brought even to its
original life and purity, except through those who,
by grace, equal or surpass the first "Friends" in
oneness with the Ever-blessed.
ON A BOOK BY J. PULSFORD, SENT FOR
PERUSAL.
I2- 5- 95-
* * * The writer is a sad ranter of the
high-flying school. The spirit and life of T. L.
Harris, E. Swedenborg, and the American Shakers,
QUAKERISM.
3- 5- 95-
W.B.S.
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has taken him from the light of Christ, and brought
him into bondage to his own vain imaginations.
It is easy for natural intelligence to find fault
with the present state of professing Christians : true
wisdom, however, would have taught silence to him
who has nothing better than wild, first-birth sugges
tions to offer as an amendment.
Robert, when you are truly, before the All-Wise,
a little child in your heart, and do not care, gra
ciously, a straw for anything but Himself, and how
to please Him, you will have all His wisdom to
guide you in the narrow, but blessed, path of Life.
When you look at the book again, you will easily
see that J. P. draws to that which is of himself,
does not beget to the blessed God. All false
prophets are driven to this, as no man can teach
the second birth, who himself is fast held in the
first.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
652.
GROWTH IN GOD.
17. 6. 95.
Yesterday a few words of encouragement were
presented to the mind for you. The substance of
them was, to give glory to the Omnipotent and Only
Wise, and to keep loving and believing, so that you
53^ LITTLE THINGS. GRACE. PERFECT LOVE.
may not only be emptied of everything that would
hinder your growth in Him, but also be filled and
lost in that fulness, which is in Him for true and
faithful lovers. You need not be reminded that the
great commandment is now a promise. Yes, dear
, a promise without limit, except as littleness
of faith, or unwatch fulness, becloud the Infinite and
Eternal Sun, and lessen the energy and liveliness
of the heaven-born soul.
A sense of growth in Him is the only thing worth
living for. "That other" feels this more and more,
continually.
The path of the just shineth brighter and brighter.
Everlasting praises.
LITTLE THINGS. GRACE. PERFECT LOVE.
We are of one mind respecting little things, as
they are made to help forward the "subjection of
the natural will." Nevertheless, it is believed that
the principal factor towards that end is an increase
of divine love. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength, is
doubtless now a promise. In proportion as, by
Farewell.
W.B.S.
20. 6. 95.
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grace, this is realized, the divine will becomes
sweet, and is easily accomplished.
This is a somewhat delicate point, but clear to
the mind here. When perfect subjection is ex
perienced, it will, probably, be as a fruit of perfect
love. This being so, the higher blessing is to be
looked after with the most anxiety and inward long
ing: or, rather, it is to be striven for, as embody
ing every conceivable good.
W.B.S.
654-
PROVIDENCE TO DECIDE.
8. 7- 95-
�>
Keep your heart, as it were, on an even balance,
leaving the matter for the divine Providence to
decide. If it is from above, there is no need to
make haste. You will, perhaps, be shown more of
the character and capacity of the person, if you thus
move slowly, and humbly look up.
W.B.S.
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655-
NATURAL RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY FED BY
POETRY AND SONG.
29- 7- 95-
It is as you say : instead of waiting till the work
at home has reached a satisfactory stage, upon the
strength of some little head-knowledge and heart-
movement they rush into conflict, without being led
on by the Holy One.
The Govans of Scotland, some of whose hymns
they have re-printed, are on the same foundation,
and with the Q. C. and his followers, are dependent
for comfort and strength upon poetry and song�the
very things that the enemy uses to counterfeit the
peace which passeth understanding, the joy that is
full of glory.
The truth is, the activity which is their life will,
before they can receive the mind of the Father and
the Son, have to die.
W.B.S.
656.
READER HARRIS.
30. 7- 95-
It may be said that some days before Reader
Harris preached, two female apostles of his were
here holding a week's mission. Like him, they
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were moderate and self-contained, but gave no evi
dence that they had any communion with that awful
Intelligence who made the universe, and all that in
it is, beyond the generality of the public preachers
of the present day.
The one feature of the mission that may be looked
upon with a degree of favour is, the general ex
pression of belief in the possibility of holiness of
heart and life, which, as members of the League,
they are bound to declare. This, though from the
fountain of theory, is an advance upon the general
action of professors, on this subject. Nothing, how
ever, will make up the lack of living possession of
holy fire in the heart. On this particular point the
leader was no stronger than his followers.
He was evidently no stranger to the artistic quali
fications of Dr. Parker.
One of the leading men of "the Church," a
stranger, spoke to W.B.S. on the subject. He was
told that none can give living instructions on these
matters beyond their heart possession; and also
that the preachers lacked authority and divine
power.
W.B.S.
How short-sighted�blind�he must be who sees
not that theoretical fire will melt no substance, break
no hearts, change no nature.
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657-
PROVIDENTIAL POSITION.
6. 8. 95.
Dear Soul, hold the position, in which Providence
has placed you, with firmness tempered with gentle
ness. To do this, you will have to walk before the
Ever-blessed in great humility and self-abasement. If
you do so, He will defend you on the right and left.
W.B.S.
658.
TOLSTOI AND SOCIALISTS. A NEW
CREATION.
6. 8. 95.
The paper which you sent is of the flesh, not of
the divine Spirit. The writers make use of the his
tory of Christ to serve their purpose.
The tree must be made good before good fruit can
be gathered. This is the work of the Omnipotent, the
Only Wise, the Eternal Spirit.
The first-birth man cannot do the work of him that
is born of God. The principal work that Christ came
to accomplish was, that the Law might be fulfilled :
that is, the blessed God loved with all the heart, mind,
soul, and strength. This requires a new Creation ;
of which Tolstoi and the other leading Socialists are,
as to its living substance in themselves, totally
ignorant.
W.B.S.
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659.
SHEEP'S CLOTHING.
8. 10. 95.
The writer of this book drives a rollicking and un
scrupulous pen, very fit to manufacture a religious
bookseller's catch-penny ; but, when the reign of the
blessed God in the hearts of His own begotten ones
is being portrayed, or spoken to, the blind, letter-
made saint and carnal, first-birth professor is dis
covered to the opened eye and hearing ear.
Beware of false prophets, which come unto you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves.
W.B.S.
660.
SALVATION NOT FROM BOOKS OR
PROPOSITIONS.
22. 10. 95.
* * * He was told that all the books that
he could gather would profit little, as the salvation
of the blessed God did not come in the form of propo
sitions to the head, but rather in free and gracious
power into the heart and mind : that it was of grace
and favour, and infallibly came to those who really
hungered and thirsted after the Love of God.
W.B.S.
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661.
"ALL THY MIND." VAGABOND THOUGHTS.
25. 10. 95.
The promise runs not only "with all thy heart,"
but also, "with all thy mind." Now, dear soul, look
at that word, round about it, and into it : and, proba
bly, before you have done so a hundred times, many
of those vagabond thoughts which your position, idio
syncrasy, and surroundings, dart into your mind, will
take their flight, or lose their power. "With all thy
heart," is good and precious, but it does not cover the
whole matter�does not make up the entire substance
of that purity and Oneness, to which all the true-born
of the Father are called.
This word or two has been on the mind for you
some days. There is much more in it than appears at
first sight.
W.B.S.
662.
PROFESSORS NOT BENEFITED BY RELIGIOUS
INTELLIGENCE.
18. 11. 95.
Dear Soul,
There has been a word or two on the mind for you
some time.
You need to take care that your communications
with professors do not spring from your natural
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character and religious intelligence ; or you will not
benefit them, but bring poverty upon yourself.
If you walk humbly with the great I Am, you will
know in a moment whether any soul you may meet
with is truly hungering after Him, or is a mere re
ligionist.
Those who truly love Him are taught by an internal
Monitor, as well as by the Scriptures, not to cast
pearls before swine, or give that which is holy to
dogs. This is a day when these precepts are especi
ally applicable. A word to the wise is sufficient.
In love,
W.B.S.
663.
A RECTOR'S ENTERTAINMENTS. HALF
MEASURES USELESS.
[To one about to write indignantly to a Rector, who
had issued a programme of " Entertainments"
in aid of "Parish Funds"]
27. 11. 95.
Dear Soul,
It will be to your advantage to let these unsent
prophets alone. You cannot mend them. Their
Punch and Judy performances will render them com
paratively harmless to true seekers, and lead even
the world to see through the imposture in time. The
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present state of things is too far gone for half meas
ures : none but the Sovereign of the Universe can
bring them to an end.
You, above thousands and thousands, are called to
the perfect Love of God, which, as the rule, is never
received without a death to everything which is not
Himself, or of Him.
Meddling with newspapers and religious doings of
this kind, without a special call, will, to one of your
temperament, as effectually keep from the Peace which
passeth understanding, as any other carnal, earthly,
thing. You may not forget that one true lover is
worth many millions of half-hearted ones.
May you be blessed.
W.B.S.
664.
" JOHN OF THE CROSS."
28. 11. 95.
A word or two. The sons of God are led by His
Spirit. The Spirit does not bring them to face the
whole mass of their enemies at once, but simply leads
them to combat one by one.
If, when this or that, which goes near to the bone, is
presented to their minds, they will, with all their souls,
to accomplish the divine requirings in the matter, and
believe in their hearts that sufficient grace will be
given, that enemy is conquered. This being so, the
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picture drawn of the "Dark night" may turn out to
be a temptation of the enemy. Here it is that the
papistical and mystical science leads away from the
true gospel simplicity, and inclines man to become his
own saviour, in the place of being saved by the free
grace and love of the Almighty and Ever-blessed God.
The above is the way in which those are led in
whose hearts the Spirit of adoption cries continually,
My Father.
W.B.S.
P.S. Doubtless, many of the Papists lived and died
as servants.
The " Dark night
"
may be suitable to the condition
of servants, but not to that of sons.
665.
"JOHN OF THE CROSS."
10. 12. 95.
It is clear that John was in bondage to Dionysius
and that sink of Iniquity, the Romish Church. He
was indebted to the former for his "Dark night of
faith " ; and to the latter for his defence of Images and
other abominations. The simple fact that true faith is
a fruit of the divine Spirit cuts up his laborious para
doxes, and indicates that his master and himself were
captives to the mystery of Iniquity. Nevertheless,
the book has its value, in showing, to an enlightened
mind, that the elect themselves can be kept from folly
JJ
54^ ALTOGETHER THINE.�RICHARD WATSON.
and blindness by the Only Wise alone. Also there are
sentiments and hints, here and there, always pleasant
to one who truly loves the great I Am.
Peace be with you.
W.B.S.
666.
ALTOGETHER THINE.
7. 1. 96.
What is to be aimed at is, to live near till the inner
most heart says, without misgiving, I am altogether
Thine : Thou art altogether mine.
W.B.S.
667.
RICHARD WATSON.
12. 1. 96.
Doubtless you have felt that Richard Watson, and
other moderate and able men of that stamp, show a
deficiency in their Christian experience. After reach
ing a certain point of assurance through faith in
scriptural statements, or doctrines deduced there
from, their growth in the hidden life comes to a stand,
or, at best, a struggle to maintain their position with
out falling back. Assuredly there is something better
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than this. What is to be aimed at is, so to live that
the innermost heart may cry continually, without mis
giving, I am wholly Thine : Thou art wholly mine.
This, when realized, causes the path to shine
brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
Amen.
W.B.S.
668.
GOD DWELLS IN LIVING TEMPLES ONLY.
To a Primitive Methodist Preacher.
27. 4. 96.
Upwards of sixty years ago, when the writer was
about twenty years old, Wm. Clowes opened a Chapel
at Louth in Lincolnshire : the sound of his voice, and
his mode of expression, are as fresh as if it had
happened yesterday. This is named to you as an in
troduction to a few words upon your sermon at
St. yesterday morning. Be sure that they are sent in
the fear of God, and not in a fault-finding spirit.
The blessed God dwelleth NOT in temples made with
hands, but in living temples. The sin and folly of this
religious age is, practically ignoring this mystery, first
in preachers, then in the church members. No man
can preach it truly except as it has been brought forth
in himself by the power of God. " He who hath
Christed us with Christ is God." Had you known
this, you could not have said what you did yesterday
J J 2
548 GOD DWELLS IN LIVING TEMPLES ONLY.
in favour of Chapels and Churches. The routine of
religious worship, as practised in these places in the
present day, keeps the Holy One from making bare
His arm, and substitutes mere natural religious senti
ment and feeling for the true joy and peace of God,
which passeth understanding. This is not done in
tentionally, but, in the very nature of things, is the
result of preaching and singing in the will and time of
man, without the anointing and present help and power
of the Highest�without a living sense of that inward
growth of Christ, which answers to the word, "The
path of the just shineth brighter and brighter," or a be
ing "filled with the fulness of God," which brings to
the stature of a man in Christ. It is hardly ever hinted,
or thought of, that a true believer is as really a be
gotten son of the Father, as He who died for our sins,
and was raised for our justification. Those who have
not the mind and Spirit of the Head, though they have
a confidence based upon evangelical propositions,
drawn from the Scriptures, and are at ease in Sion,
are bastards, not true sons. Their worship is not
acceptable to the most holy and blessed God, as it
springs not from the fire of heaven burning on the
altar of the heart.
May He give you the hearing ear.
W.B.S.
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669.
MIXING NATURAL PHILANTHROPY WITH
DEVOTION TO GOD.
7- 5- 96.
* * * She may, however, learn the lesson
from this affair, that it will not do to mix natural and
supernatural�natural philanthropy with devotion to
God. In the present state of society, anything less
than purity of heart, and a conscious willingness to
please Him only, will not bring a satisfactory way of
life.
When the conscience is tender by living near to the
blessed God�when He has become all in all�what
to do, and what to leave undone, becomes more pro
nounced and easy to decide.
W.B.S.
P.S. The true God-service is, by grace, to delight
in Him, not to serve Him as slaves.
67O.
WITH ALL THY HEART.
1. 9. 96.
You cannot receive the grace that brings the perfect
Love of God, till you seek it with ALL your heart.
This is not an arbitrary act of the divine will, but re
sults from the very nature of things. He cannot give
550 SUFFERINGS A STEP TOWARDS, ETC.
it, because you, being HALF-hearted, are not in a fit
state to receive it : to say nothing of His wisdom,
holiness, majesty, and glory, or the secret idols of
your heart.
In love,
W.B.S.
67I.
SUFFERINGS A STEP TOWARDS AN
INTIMATE FRIENDSHIP.
18. 9. 96.
" I have not love and devotedness enough to strive
after this infinite blessing, with my whole heart ; and
am oppressed by slothful torpor and cowardice at the
prospect of the sufferings through which alone, I be
lieve, lies the way to that blessed state."
It is clear that nothing less than the divine love and
power can effectually meet these difficulties. Never
theless, it should be remembered that love is a fruit of
the Spirit and the gift of God : also, that He gives
His Spirit freely to them that ask, having an eye to
the mediation of Christ. As to the "prospect of the
sufferings," this is a device of the enemy. To fore
stall sufferings is to make them. The reality is an
uncertain and indefinite quantity, known to the blessed
God alone, with which, at present, you have nothing
to do. Shut your eyes, therefore, to this "prospect,"
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and cry, as a little child, far deliverance, in which you
will be joined by
W.B.S.
P.S. It is not much to feel very small in the
presence of the Infinite. If, however, this sense of
things should prove to be a step towards an intimate
friendship with, and love of, that Holy Being, it would
be of priceless value.
672.
SOCINIANISM.
16. 10. 96.
As to the so-called orthodox and Socinians, the
more simply the subject is looked at, the better. The
real, practical difference between a Socinian and a
true believer is, that the former denies the necessity
and possibility of man's being made a partaker of the
divine nature, and thus remains shut up in the unbelief
and darkness of the first birth, notwithstanding edu
cation and close study of conscience and morals. The
latter believes in both, and when truly born of God,
is thereby changed from glory to glory, according to
his faith ; or, in other words, becomes one Spirit with
the Lord. Christ and the Apostles prayed for this,
and preached the doctrine in an unmistakable manner
�Jesus in the 17th John, Peter in his second epistle,
and Paul in 2nd Cor. v. 17, with numerous other pass
ages of Scripture, which are without meaning, unless
the divine birth from above gives the new-born man
a veritable affinity and oneness with the divine nature.
552 MORE HEAD THAN HEART.
Nothing less than this corresponds to, With all thy
heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
673-
MORE HEAD THAN HEART.
18. 11. 96.
* * * Yes : is in a strait place. His
sense of things is more from the head than from the
heart�more from man than from the Only Wise. He
does not seem to feel this ; and, as a consequence,
there is a mixture in all that is said or done, not
pleasant to the spiritual heart.
Farewell.
W.B.S.
674.
NATURAL SATISFACTION AND DIVINE.
1896.
The natural satisfaction, common to man as an in
telligent creature, on doing well-meant actions, though
good in itself, being part of his constitution, as the
workmanship of God, is to be fed upon sparingly by
those who aspire to the perfect love of Him. Indeed
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it is in matters like these, that the soul is given to see
how pure is that superior love and satisfaction, given
by the blessed God to those who, from the very
bottom of their hearts, devote themselves and their
everything to Him.
May you be blessed, dear soul, more and more.
W.B.S.
675-
"PROPER," WITH NO HOLY FIRE.
PRESENT DAY "FRIENDS."
On a Tract sent for opinion.
9. 2. 97.
The enclosed is Quakerly and proper, but has no
holy fire, and little divine authority, at the back of it.
Compilations of this kind reach little further than the
understanding, and lead people to love the blessed
God by rule and compass. The present generation of
Friends is an example of what such sermons bring to.
How do you reconcile them with the Law that has to
be fulfilled in us� "with all thy heart: with all thy
mind : with all thy soul : with all thy strength
" ?
W.B.S.
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676.
"SOMETHING BETTER."
15. 6. 97.
No, , " You cannot force yourself to be what
you would wish." You may, however, do something
better. If you live near to Him, and, with a single
eye, watch unto prayer, He will give you the desire
of your heart. There is no better way than doing this
in humility and self-abasement of spirit.
He cannot withhold Himself from those who thus
seek Him.
Blessed be His holy name.
W.B.S.
667.
GOD ALL IN ALL.
24. 6. 97.
That difficulty of multiplicity and unity is generally
met by the consideration that, as any one is energized
and actuated by the divine Spirit, he becomes one
with God. When this is completely the case, then the
blessed God is all in all : He in the believer, and the
believer in Him and of Him. Christ said, of my own
self I can do nothing. He states also that He is in the
Father and the Father in Him.
There is no doubt in the mind here that every true
child of God is called to this divine unity and oneness ;
so that, in very deed, the Ever-blessed may be all in
all.
DIVINE LOVE.�FALSE BIRTHS. 555
This light of God and the Lamb is the essence and
glory of the everlasting kingdom.
May this be your happy lot.
W.B.S.
678.
DIVINE LOVE.
28. 6. 97.
The Love increases. It is a Godlike, magnificent
thing ; out of the reach of words and thoughts, though
infinitely simple, child-like, and pure. It gives un
utterable peace, when it has full possession.
God is Love.
W.B.S.
679.
FALSE BIRTHS.
23. 7. 97.
Dear Soul,
The sons of God are led by His Spirit. Those who
are not "led" by the Spirit are not true-born sons.
It is here that the apostasy enters. Men and women,
under some convictions of the necessity of becoming
pious, are taught by the preachers of the day to be
lieve in certain propositions drawn from the Scriptures,
556 FOLLOWING THE MONITIONS OF GRACE.
and from the bottom of this belief to account them
selves children of God. This is what constitutes a
false birth : such believers have not the Spirit in their
hearts, crying, My Father, and consequently, have not
that love of, and affiance in, the Ever-blessed, which,
even in the newly-born babes of grace, yield a con
stant or abiding source of Peace.
Do you remember when this Spirit entered your
heart and shed abroad the Father's love there ? It is
in vain to desire " life and power," if this passage
through the strait gate has not been experienced. To
pass from the flesh into the Spirit is a translation
which requires the grace and power of Omnipotent
Love.
W.B.S.
680.
FOLLOWING THE MONITIONS OF GRACE.
14. 8. 97.
My Son,
You will have to follow the monitions of grace in
your spirit, with a single eye, and with all your
heart.
If, by divine grace, you do this faithfully and con
stantly, the Eternal Father will, sooner or later, send
forth the Spirit of His Son into your heart, crying,
My Father.
With this will be imparted a divine seed or sub
stance, giving you the will and the power to overcome
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your spiritual enemies, and to walk as a true-born,
loving, child of God.
As to the other matter that you speak of� leave it
for the present. When the time comes, you will have
light from above, if you behave yourself in a way
truly respondent to the light of grace in your soul.
Amen.
W.B.S.
68l.
A DIVINE SUBSTANCE IN THE HEART.
1. 10. 97.
It is a divine substance in the heart from the blessed
God that converts the soul, and brings forth the babe
of glory, the little child which alone is acceptable to
the only wise and glorious God : not anything pro
duced in the head by reading the fine talk of first-
birth, philosophical saints. All this kind of thing
vanishes like smoke before a mighty wind when
trial comes ; but the path of those made just by the
Ever-blessed shines brighter and brighter day by day.
W.B.S.
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682.
THE FURNACE.
* * #� * * *
When you can, with joy of heart, glory in tribula
tion, and behave moderately well when the furnace
is terribly hot, it will be a happy day to
W.B.S.
683.
NO LONGER TWO, BUT ONE.
P. S. Your questions indicate that you are as yet,
in real growth, only as a babe in the knowledge of
Christ. God and man make one Christ. There is a
growth in Christ� in God�in which the human and
divine will are no longer two, but one.
All creatures obey those who are perfectly united
to God.
W.B.S.
684.
TRUE SIMPLICITY.
* # �* * * #
To be truly simple and free in heart and mind is
of more value than gold and rubies�pleasant to God
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and to truly good men. It would not be too much to
say that no man will ever be truly great without
becoming childlike in heart and mind. All human
cleverness in divine things borders on abomination.
True simplicity borders on divinity.
W.B.S.
